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criAP, ccv. , 

-THE KING OF ENGLAND LEAVES CALAIS. THE 
ORDER. OF HIS ARMY IN THEIR MARCH 
THROUGH PICARDY TOWARDS RHEIMS. 

TX/'HEN the king of England was arrived at Calais, 
attended by the prince of Wales and three 
other fons, namely Lionel earl of Ulfter, John earl 
of Richmond) and Edmund, afterwards earl of 
Cambridge, the youngeft of the four, with the fol- 
lowing lords and their attendants, he ordered the 
cavalry, provifion and baggage to be landed, and 
^remained there four days* He thto commanded 
every man to get ready ; for he was defirous of 
marching after hi^ eoufin the duke of Lancafter. 

He left the town of Calais on the next morning, 
■and took the field with the largeft army and h&H 
appointed train of baggage-waggons that had ever 
^ quitted England. It was faid, there were upwards 
of fix thoufand carts and waggons, which had all 
been brought' with him. He ^ then arranged his 
battalions : they were fo richly and well dreffed that 
it was a -pleafure to look at them 2 he nominated his 
Vol* IIL B coufin 
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coufih the earl of March, whom he much loved, hiS 
conftable. 

Firft marched five Jumdred knights, well armed, 
and a thoufand archers, in the van of the king's 
battalion, which was compofed of three thoufand 
men at arms and five thoufand archers ; himfelf and 
attendants aiding atntsng them in cl6fe order after 
the conftable. In the rear of the king's battalion, 
was the immenfe baggage-train, which occupied two 
leagues in length : it xonfifted of upwards of five 
thoufand carriages, with a fufficiency of horfes to 
carry the provifion for the army, and thofe utenfils 
never brfore accuftomed to tre carried after an 
army, ftreh -as liatrdmJtts to grind l!heir com, ovens 
^ bafae thek ibtBead, ^m& ^ variety of other neceffary 
drdcles» 

.Neist merched ^ ilrong ^b^t-taljon of the priace 
'cf Wales : fee was aJDC0aaa$>a4iied fcy his' brothers : it 
was (COinpofed of fwll .two lfeo*bfand paea at ,«rms, 
ttic^ lexoellaitly moiin-led. and ricMy dreflfed. Both 
thge t&tu at umas acbd archers i»arch^ ia clofe 
ord^9 fo that they wer« ready iiifta4it4y to •ekigage, 
ihouW ^Aere be ©ccafion* 

On their murch, ^they (did not leave evai a toy 
4>eland them without waiting for him^ ;fo that they 
cowki not ^well advance tnore than four leagues a- 

day. 

In ibk ftate, they were met by the diike ^ Lm*- 
icaftar with the fereigJ^ords, »^ has beea he&»e ab- 
lated, between Cakis and-die ^bey of Lk:q4i©s*, 

j i 1 '^ "^mfl B H"' ' ^"' .•^ya...^'^*f ^ - II ^ M ,, rT - Tr-- | -nTr-f 

* Licqaes>5s-:i fin^U ttHm to Pi^nrdy, forepei^^ of 

Ardrcs, 

m 
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fa a handfome plain. There were sdfo, in this army 
of the king of England, five hundred pioneers with 
fpades and pick-axes, to level the roads, and cut 
down trees and hedges, for the more eafily paffing 
*of the carriages. 

I wifli now to name the great lords of England 
who croffed the fea with the king, and the duke of 
Lancafter*his coufin-gemian. 

Firft then, there were his four foi>s already 
flamed; Henry duke of Lancafter; John earl cf 
March, conftable of P^gland ; the earls of Wai-wick 
and Suffolk, marfhals of England; the earls of 
Hereford, Northampton, Salifbury, Stamford, Ox- 
fdrd ; the bilhops of Lincoln and Durham ; the 
lords Percy, Neville, Defpenfer, Roos, Manny, 
Reginald Cobham, Mowbray, Delawarre ; fir John 
Chandos, fir Richard Pembridge *, the lord Maine, 
the lord Willoughby, the lord Felton, the lord 
Baflet, the lord Charlton f, the lord Silvancier J ; 
fir James Audley, fir Bartholomew de Burgherfh, 
the lord Scales, fir Stephen Coflington, fir Hugh 
Haftings, fir John Lifle, fir Nefle Loring, and a 
great many others whom I cannot recoUeft. 

Thefe lords then rode on in the fame order I 
mentioned on their quitting Calais, and marched 



• Sir Richard Pembridge is buried In Hereford cathedral. 
See Gough*s Sepulchral Monuments. 

f J In my MSS. it is Corlanton and Slhancler. Barnes 
f;iys> there was lord John Chamon, who was chamberlain to 
the king; but who Silvancier Is, I cannot find out. Lord 
Berners repeats the word, and calls the firfl lord Crabalton. 
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through Aftois, pafling by Arras, taking the fame 
road which the duke of Lancafter had done before* 
They, however, could not find any provifion in the 
flat countries, for every thing had been carried into 
the different garrifons. The country had been fp 
pillaged and deftroyed, that the ground had not 
been cultivated for the laft three years ; and there 
was fuch diftrefs and famine in the kingdom of 
France, that if corn and oats had not been fent, 
from \HainauIt and the Cambrefis, into Artois, 
Vermandois, the bifhoprick of Laon, and Rheims, 
muft have died for hunger. 

It was upon this account, that the king, who had 
been informed of the poverty and diftrefs in France, 
had made fuch ample provifion before he quitted 
England. Each lord had done the fame according 
to his rank, except in the articles of ft raw and oats, 
and for that they did with their horfes as well as 
they could. The feafon, however, was very rainy, 
which hurt greatly both themfelves and their horfes ; 
for almoft every day and night it rained in torrents, 
fo that the vintage of this year was worth nothing. 

The king continued his march, by ihort journeys 
with his whole army, until he came near Bapaume *. 
I muft notice here an adventure which befel fir Gala- 
haut de Ribemmont, a very gallant and expert knight 
of Picardy. I^will firft inform you, that all the 
towns, cities and caftles near the road that the king 
of England was following were well guarded ; for 
each town in Picardy took and received knights ai;id 

• • Bapaume, — a flrong town in Artois, diocefe of Arrns. 

fquircs 
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fquires Into their pay. The count de St. Pol had 
ported himfelf, with two hundred knights, in Arras ;. 
the conftable of France in Amiens ; the lord de 
Monfault m Corbie ; fir Odoan de Renty and fir 
Enguerrant de Hedin in Bapaume; fir Baldwin 
de Annequin, captain of the crofs-bowmen, ux St* 
Quentin : and thus from city to city, for it was well 
known to all that the king of England was march- 
ing to lay fiege to the good city of Rheims. It 
happened, that the inhabitants of Peronne in Ver- 
mandois had neither captain nor leader; and as 
their town was on the line of march the king was 
taking, and the Englifh very near, they were not at 
their eafe. This town is fituated upon the river 
Somme ; and the Englifli followed the courfe of the 
rivers in preference: they bethought thenifclves, 
therefore, of fir Galahaut de Ribemmont, wha was 
not at that time engaged to any town, and, as they 
had heard, was at Toumay. They fent thither to 
him moft courteous letters, to intreat that he would 
come to affift in guarding the good town of Peronne, 
and bring as many companions as were attached to 
him; that they would pay him every day, for him- 
felf tAventy livres ; for each knight under him, ten 
livres; and each lance haying three horfes^ fevea 
livres * a-day. 



^F^^— *^^' 



* AH my copies, MS. as well a8 printed, hnve yn^ front 
a^day ; but as Denys Sauvage has alterej it nsfevtn, aiuifuyi^ 
that other authors T.iy fevei;, anJ particularly as la Chaur 
roarks it clearly vli^ 1 have therefore followed it. 

B3 Sir 



Sir Gahhaut was always eager for any warKke 
cnterprife, and, finding himfelf thus courteoufly 
ibught after by his neighbours of Peronne, readily 
complied with their requeft, and anfwered, that he 
would fet out and be with them the day after the 
morrow. He left Tournay with about thirty lances j 
but his numbers^ as he rode on, increafed. He fent 
to fir Roger de Coulongne, to meet him at an ap- 
pointed place, which fir Roger did, accompanied 
by nineteen good companions, fo that fir Galahaut 
had now fifty lances. They took up their quarters 
one night, in their way to Peronne, within two 
fllort leagues of the enemy, at a village, but where 
they found no one, for all the inhabitants of the low 
, countries had fled to the fortified towns. 

On the next morning, they were to have gotinta 
Peronne, as they were but a fmall diftance from it* 
About the hour of midnight, when fupper was over, 
after they had ported their watch, they were chat- 
ting and jefliing about feats of arms, of which they 
had wherewithal to talk, fir Galahaut faid ; ' We 
fhall get into Peronne very early to-morrow morn- 
ing ; but, before we make our entry there, I would 
propofe an excurfion towards the flanks of our 
enemies ; for I fliall be much mifl:aken, if there will 
not be fome of them who will fet out early in hopes 
of gaining honor or booty by pillaging the country ; 
and we may perchance meet with them, and make 
them pay our fcore.* His companions immediately 
aglreed to this propofal, kept it fecret among them- 
felves, and were ready with their horfes faddled 
at Weak of day. They took the field in good order, 

and. 
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and> leaivdng the' road wbicl^ led to Peroftne,;fldrted 
the woods to fee if they could meet with any one i 
they arrived at a village, the inhabitants of which, 
had. £:>rtified the church: fir Galahaut difmounted. 
at this place, where there was wine, with bread, 
aad meat in plenty^ which were offered to them Ey 
thofe withiii. • 

Whilil they were at this .plice, fir Galahaut. 
called to liim two of his fq;iires> one of whom was 
Bridoul de Talbane, and laid to them.; * Ride for- 
ward,, and examine tlie country round,, to fee if you. 
can perceive any one : and,, if you fmd nothing, 
return here to us : we will wait for you.* The two 
iquires fet off,, mounted on good horfes, and made 
for a wood which was about half a French league 
diftant. 

This fame morning, fir Reginald de Boullant, a 
german knight belonging to the duke of Lancafter's 
divifion, had rode forth> fince day-break, and,^ 
having made a large circuit without feeing any one,, 
had halted at that fpot. The two fquires, being^ 
come thither, imagined they might be fome perfons 
of the country, who had placed themfelves there ia 
ambufcade, and rode fo near that each party faw the 
other. The two Frenchmen, therefore, confulted 
together, and faid, * If they be Germans, we muft 
pretend we belong to them : if they be of this part 
of the country, we will tell them who we are.* 
When they were fo near each other that they could 
fpeak, the two fquires foon perceived, by their uni- 
(urms,, that they v^ere Gennans and their enemies. 

B4 Sir 



Sir Reginald de 9<>uHant fyoke to them in 
German, and inquired whofe foldiers they were. 
Bridoul de Tallbnne, who well underftood that 
language, anfwered ' We belong to fir Battholomew 
Burgherih.' * And where is fir Bartholomew?' 
*'He is,* replied he, * in that village.* 'For what 
reafon has he flopped there ?* ' Sir, • becaufe he 
has fent us forward, to fee if we can find any thing 
to forage in this part of the country.* ' By my faith, 
there is not,* anfwered fir Reginald ; ' fof I have 
been all oyer it, and ha-ve not been able to pick up. 
any thing. Return to him^ and tell him to advance, 
and we will ride together as far as St. Quentin, and 
fee if we cannot find out a better country, or fome 
good adventure.* ' And who are you V demanded 
the fquire. * I am called Reginald de BouUant,* 
anfwered the knight, * and fay fo to fir Bartholomew.* 
Upon this the two fquires turned about, and went 
to the village where they had left their mafler. As 
foon as fir Galahaut faw them, he afked, 'What 
news ? have yoii found or feen any thing ?* ' Yes, 
fir, enough, in confcience : beyond this wood is fir 
Reginald de Boullant, with about thirty more : he 
has been riding about this neighbourhood all thi& 
morning, and defires much to have your company 
to ride further forward towards St. Quentin.* 

* How,* replied fir Galahaut, ' what are you fay- 
ing? fir Reginald de Boullant is a german knight, 
and in the fervice of England.* • All this we know 
well,* anfwered the fquire. ' Then how could you 
get away from him ?* ' Sir,* faid Bi-idoul, ' I will tell 

you.* 
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you/ • He then related to him all that converfatlon 
which has juft been mentioned. 

When fir Galahaut heard what had pafled, he 

^v^ for a moment thoughtful, and then afked the 

opinions of fir Reginald de Coulongne and fome 

other knights prefent, what was bed to be done* 

The knights anfwered, ^ Sir, you are feeking for 

adventures, and, when they fall into your mouth, 

take advantage of them, for by all means, allowed 

ly the laws of arms, every man ought to moleft his 

enemy.' To this advice fir Galahaut cheerfully 

affented, for he was very defirous of meeting the 

Germans. 

He ordered his fteed to be got ready, and put on 
his helmet with the vifor down, that he might not 
be known : the reft did the fame. 

They quitted the village, and, getting into the 
fields, rode to the right for the wood, where fir 
Reginald was waiting for them. They might be 
about feventy men at arms, and fir Reginald had 
but thirty. 

As foon as fir Reginald perceived them ad- 
vancing, he collefted his men together in a very 
orderly manner, and thus left his ambufcade, with 
his pennon difplayed before him, and marched with 
a gentle pace to meet the French y whom he believed 
to be Englifti. When he was come up with them, 
he raifed his vifor, and faluted fir Galahaut, by the 
name of fir Bartholomew Burgherfh. Sir Galahaut 
kept his face covered, and replied in a low voice, 
adding, ^ Come, come, let us ride on.* Upon 

which. 
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vhich^ his people drew off on one fid^^ and tj?^ 
Germans on the other. 

When fir Reginald de Boullant noticed his man- 
ner, and that fir Galahaut was eyeing hinx aikance 
without faying a word, fonje doubts eintered- his; 
tnind. H^ had not rode a quarter of an. bouj? be-^ 
fore he ftopt fhort, undier his twmer,. in this ixudft 
of his people, and faid aloud ; * 1 have fome? i4ifpi<« 
cions^ fir knight,, that you are not fir Bartholomerwi 
de Biirgherfh i for I am well ac(juainted wiljfc fijr 
Bartholomew, and hitherto I have not feen your 
face ; therefore, you niuft tell me your real n^^aWj^ 
before I ride any farther in your company..* 

At thefe wojrds, fir Galahaut raifed Iw vifer, zn(\ 
advanced towardjs the knight,, in order to feipae the 
reins of his horfe, crying out, ^ Our Lady of RibenK 
mont !* which was echoed by fir Roger de Cou-» 
Ipngn^, crying, ' Coulongne to the refcue I* 

Sir Reginald, perceiving hi§ miftajke, was. not 
mucll fidghtenedi, but laying his hai^d qiM^kly on hi«i 
fword of war, which he wore by his fide, that was 
both IHff and ftrong, drew it out of the fcabbard j 
and, as &r Galahaut advanced to take the bridfe, fw 
Reginald gave him fo furious a ftroke with thi$i 
fword, that it penetrated the armour, and paffed 
through his body. Having drawn it back again>> 
he fhick fpurs in his horfe, and left fir Qalahaut 
grievoufly wounded. 

The companions of fir Galahaut, perceiving their 
mafter and captain in fuch a condition,, \yere like 
madmen : they drew themfelves up, apd attacked 

the 



tlie party of fir Reginald moft fiercely, when fome 
of them where unhorfed. As for fir Reginald 
himfelf, he had no fooner ftruck fir Galahaut than» 
olapping fpurs to his horfe, he had galloped off* 
Some of fir Galahaut's fquires purilied him, whilft 
others were engaged with the Germans, with the 
intention of being fully revenged : but fir Reginald, 
who was a bold and accpmpliflied knight, was not 
XBuch alarmed : however, when he found himfelf 
fo clofeiy purfued, that it was proper to turn about 
or be difgraced, he wheeled round, and ftruck the 
neareft fo violently with his ftrong fword, that he 
Iiad not any defire to follow him further : thus, as 
he was riding off, he beat down, and feverely 
^wounded three ; and, had he had a {harp battle-axe 
on his hand, every one of his ftrokes would have 
Mled a man. 

In this manner did the knight efcape from the 
French, without receiving the fmalleft wound, which 
his enemies, as well as all thofe who heard of it, con- 
ffdered as a moft gallant acl : but it fered otherwife 
with his people, as they were almoft all killed or 
made prifoners, fcarcely any efcaping. 

They placed fir Gahhaut de Ribemmont, who 
was very feverely wounded, on a litter, and carried 
him to Peronne to a phyfidan. He was never per- 
kGdj cured of this wound ; for he was a knight of 
fuch courage that he would not allow it time to 
heal, fo that he died (hortly afterward. 

We will now return to the king of England, and 
relate how he laid fiege to the city and caftle of 
Rheims. 

9 CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCVI. 

THE KING OF ENGLAND LAYS SIEGE TO THE CITV 
* OF RHEIMS, AND TO THE CASTLE OF CHARGNY. 
TH^i: WAR RE-COMMENCES BETWEEN THE DUKB 
OF NORMANDY AND THE KI,NG OF NAVARRE. 

TTHE I^nglifli continued their marqh, until they 
had paffed through Artois, the low couiiitry of 
•^'hich they found in great poverty and diftrefs for 
provifions, and had entered Cambrefis, where aU 
things were in greater abundance ; for the inha- 
l^tants of the plains had not carried their provifions 
into ajiy fortrefleSj^ thinking themfe\ve§. fegure from, 
the Englifli, as forming a dependence of the empire ; 
but the king of England did not confider them in, 
tliat light, nor look upon Cambrefis as part of th(^ 
empire. 

The king took up his quarters in the town of 
Beaurevoir in Cambrefis, encamping his army irx 
the neighbourhood, where they halted four days tQ 
refreih themfelves and horfes, ^nd from whence 
they overran the greater part of the country of 
Cambrefis. 

The bifhop, Peter of Cambray, and the councilsy 
of the lords, of the country and the principal towns, 
fent divers meflengers, under a paffport, to inquire 
the grounds of the war. They received for anfwer, 
that fome time ago they had contrafted alliances 
with the French, had aided them much, had fup- 
ported them in their towns and fortreffes, and had 
before made part in the war as enemies : that thefij 

were 
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^s^tre the reafons why the war was carried on in 
their country : nor could they get any other anfwe6 
The Cambrefians were therefore obliged to put up 
with their loffes and grievances as well as they 
could. 

The king continued his route through Cambrefis, 
and entered Tierache * ; but his people overran the 
country to the right and left, and took provifions 
wherever they could lay hands on them. It chanced, 
that in one of thefe foraging parties, fir Bartholo* 
mew Burgherlh, in riding towards St. Quentin, 
accidentally met the governor of that place, fir 
Baldwin d'Annequin, when both riders and horfes 
met together : there was great confufion* and many 
were unhorfcd on each fide;, but in the end the 
Englifli gained the field, and fir Baldwin d'Anne- 
quin was captured by fir Bartholomew Burgherfli, 
to whom he had before been a prifoner at the battle 
of Poitiers. 

The Englifh returned to the king, who that day 
was lodged in the abbey of Femy f, where they 
found great plfenty of provifions for themfclves and 
horfes: they then pafled on, and continued their 
march without any hindrance, fo that they arrivejj 
in the environs of Rheims. 



* Tierache, — a fertile country in PIcardy, watered by the 
Oife and the Scrrc, to the weft of Cliampagne, and fouth of 
Hainault. 

f Femy, — a village In Cambrefis, on the borders of Hai- 
nault. 

The 
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The lung's quarters were at St. Waal beyotul 
Rheini8, and the prince of Wales's at St. Thierry % 
where they held their courts. The duke of Lan* 
cafter^ after them, kept the greateft houfehold. The 
counts, barons and knights were quartered in the 
nrfghbouring villages to Rheims, fo that thej were 
«ot very cQuifortable, noi* had they weather to 
fleafe them; for they had arrived there in the 
depth of winter, about St. Andrew's day, when k 
was very rainy : their horfes were badly houfed^ 
hardly treated, and ill fed, as the whole country was 
fo deftroyed, by having been for two or three years 
before the theatre of war, that no one had tilled or 
fowed the ground. There was fuch fcarcity of com 
of all forts, many were forced to feek forage ten or 
twelve leagues off. Thefe parties met frequently 
with the garrifons of the neighbouring fortreffes: 
iharp fkirmifhes enfued between them : fometimes 
the Englifli loft, at others were viftorious. 

Sir John de Craon, archbifliop of Rheims, the 
count de Porcien, fir Hugh de Porcien his brother, 
the lord de la Bone, the lord de Canency, the lord 
Dannore, the. lord de Lore, were governors and 
^ptains of the town at the time the king of Eng- 
land befieged it. Many other barons, knights and 
fquires 'of the diftrict of Rheims were alfo there, 
who ^exerted themfelves fo much that the town 
fuffered little lofs or damage from the fiege: 



* St. Thierry, — a fmall village in Champagne^ dlocefe of 
Rheims. 

befides 
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i)efides, it was ftrong, well fortified, and as well 
defended. 

The king of England was not defirous of ftorm- 
ing it, left his army might fuflfer too much from 
wounds or fatigue ; he remained, therefore, before 
it, from St. Andrew's day to the beginning of Lent. 

Detachments from his army, however, fcoured 
the country in fearch of adventures. Some of them 
^€fnt over the ivhde country of Rhetel, as far as 
Warq*, to Maifieresf, Donchery +, andMoufon § : 
they quartered themfelves in the country for three 
or four days ; and, after having pillaged it without 
let or hindrance, they returned again to their 
army. 

During the time that the king of England was 
before Rheims, fir Euftace d'Ambreticourt had 
taken the good town of Achery fur Aine || ; in 
which he had found a great quantity of provifions, 
and, in particular, upwards of three thoufand tons 
of wine. He fent a large portion of it to the king 
of England and his fons, for which they were very 
thankful. 

Whilft this fiege lafted, many knights left it, to 
^eek what good fortune they might find. Among 

• VVarq-les-Maifons»r- a village of Cbampagne, elcdlion of 
Khetel. 

t Mexicrcs, — a ftrong city of Champagnie, diocefe of 
fchcims, ^Waion of Rhetel. 

i Donchery ,-^a town of Champagne^ on the litnk, 
jdiocek of Rheims^ eledlion of Rhetel. 

4 Moufon> —a town of Champagne, diocefe of Rheims. 

IJ Achery,— a town in Picardy, on the Oife, diocefe of 
Xaon« The river Aiae fall* into the Oife near Compiegne. 

others. 
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others, • fir John Chandos, fir James Audley, tl^ 
lord of Mucident, fir Richard de Pontchardoii^ 
with- their companies, advanced fo near to Chalons 
in Champagne, that they came to Chargny en 
Dormois *, where there was a very handfome and 
ftrong caftle. Having carefully examined it, they 
were very defirous of gaining this caftle, and direftly 
made an aflault on it. 

Within it were two good and valiant knights as 
governors : the name of one was fir John de Caples^ 
who bore for atms a crofs anchored fable, on a 
ffiield or. 

The attack was Iharp and long : the two knights 
and their garrifon defended themfelves well ; and 
it behoved them fo to do, for they were aflaulted 
very roughly. The lord of Mucident, who was a 
powerful and rich lord in Gafcony, advanced fo 
forward at this attack, that he received a fevere 
blow from a ftone on his helmet, through which it 
found a paflage to his head : he was fo badly 
wounded, that he could not be carried away, but 
died in the arms of his people. 

The other barons and kniglits were fo enraged at 
the death of the lord of Mucident^ they fwpre they 
would never quit the place until they had conquered 
the caftle, and all that were in it. They renewed 
the affault with double vigour r many gr.llant deeds 
wei'c performed : for the Gafcons, being irritated by 
the lofs of their lord, rufhed into the ditches^- clofe 
to the walls of the caftle, without fparing -them* 
felves, and, placing their fhields over their heads, 

« 

* Dorxnois, — a country of Champagne, dlocefe of Rheims, 

clinibcd 
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^^Mttibed up them : the archers, m the mean dme, . 
■^cpt fuch a continual volley of arrows, that no 
^^e dared to appear. The caftle was fo brifldy 
^ffaulted that it was won, but it coft them dear, 
^^en the Englifh were matters of it, they made 
'ftie two knights prifoners who had fo valiantly de- 
fended it, and fome other fquires and gentlemen : 
the reft of the garrifon they put to the fword. 
They deftroyed much of the caftle of Chargny, 
becaufe they did not wifh to keep it, and returned 
to the king and his barons, to relate what they had 
performed. 

During the time they were before Rheims, great 
animofities and hatred arofe between the king of 
Navarre lind the duke of Normandy. I am not 
perfeftly well informed of the real caufe *, but fo it 
was, for the king of Navarre quitted Paris fuddenly, 
and went to Mantes fur Seine, from whence he fent 
his challenge to the duke and his brothers. Many 
a baron was much furprifed at this, and wondered 
for what caufe the war was to be renewed. 

However, a fquire from Bruflek, whofe name 
was Wauftre Oftrate, under pretence of this war, 
took the ftrong caftle of RouUeboife upon the Seine, 
a ftiort leagiie from Mantes, which was afterwards 
a great annoyance to the JParifians and all the 

neighbourhood. 

■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ — — ' 

♦ Probably occafioned by the king of Navarre's treafon* 
able defigns being difcovered. See ViJlaret's Hift, of France, 
pp. 216, ^c. 

It is faid there, that the caftle of RouUeboife was taken by 
one of the king of Navarre's captains. 
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While the king of England was befieging, with 
his whole army, Rheims, it happened that the lord 
Gomegines, who had returned to the queen in 
England, at the time the king had fent all ftrangers 
out of Calais, as has been before related, re-paffed 
the fea,, and with him fome fquires of Gafcony and 
England, who accompanied him into Hainault, in- 
tending to join the army before Rheims. 

The young lord of Gomegines, being eager to 
advance himfelf, coUeded fome men together on his 
return to Hainault. Many men at arms joined him, 
and ferved under his pennon. When they were all 
aflembled, they might amount to about three hun- 
dred. They fet out from Maubeuge *, where they 
had been muftered, and came to Avefnes t> which 
they paffed through, and then to Trelon J. 

The lord of Roye, at this period, was in garrifon 
at Roye § in Tierache : there were a great many 
companions with him, as well knights as fquires ; 
and he had been informed, by the fpies he kept in 
pay on the borders of Hainault, of the lord of 
Gomegines having coUeded a body of forces, which 
he was marching to the afBftance of the king of 
England before Rheims, and that he and his troops 
muft pafs through Tierache. As foon as the lord 



a. 



* A ftrong town in Hainault, on the Sambre, diocdfe of 
Cambray. \ 

t Avefnes,— a ftrong town in HainauJt, diocefc •£ Cam* 
bray. 

J Trelon,— a village in Flanders, near Avefnes. 

§ Roye,— a ftrong town in Picardy. My printed copies' 
have it Ray, two MSS. Roy, one Rofoy, 
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of Roye had afcertained the truth of this intelligence, 
he communicated it fecretly to all his fellow-foldiers 
in the neighbourhood, and particularly to the lord 
Robert, canon de Roberfart, who at that time 
managed the eftates of the young earl de Coucy, 
and refided in the caftle of Marie *. When the 
canon heard it, he was not flow in obeying the 
funmions, but came to the lord of Roye with full 
forty lances. The lord of Roye was chofen the 
chief of this expedition, as indeed he had reafon to 
expeft, for he was a powerful baron in Picardy, and 
for the times was a good man, and a gallant foldier, 
much renowned, and well fpoken of in various 
places. 

Thefe French men at arms, who might amount 
to three hundred, ported themfelves in ambufcade 
on the road the lord of Gomegines and his troops 
mud neceffarily pafs, who was quite ignorant of 
their intentions, and who thought to continue his 
march unmolefted ; he entered, therefore, Tierache, 
and, taking the road to Rheims, came very early in 
the morning to a village called Habergnyt, where 
they determined to halt for a fhort time to refrefh 
themfelves and horfes, and then to continue their 
route without any more delay. They difmounted 
in this village, and began to make preparations for 
feeding their horfes, Whilft his companions were 
thus employed, the lord of Gomegines, who was 

' ■■ ' — " - "; ■ I .■■■■■■ I ■ I ■ ■ — 1— i^»i«» 

• Made,— a town in Picardy, diocefe of Laon. 

-f Habergny. Barnes calk it Harrigny, which is a village 
in Picardy, diocefe of Laon. Habergny is not in thp 
G3zeUeer« 
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then young and wilful, faid, he would ride out of 
the village to fee if he could not meet with fome- 
thing better to forage. He called to him five or fix 
of his companions, and Chriftopher du Mur ''^ his 
fquire, who bore his pennon : they quitted the vil- 
lage furipufly, but without any order or regularity. 

It happened that the French knights and their 
troops were in ambufcadje near this village: they 
had followed them the preceding day and night, m 
order that they might combat them with more cer- 
tainty ; and, if a proper opportunity had not offered 
itfelf in the plain, they intended to have entered the 
village, for the purpofe of attacking them ; but the 
lord of Gomegines fell into their hands. 

When the French lords perceived the lord of 
Gomegines and his company advancing on this 
fecret excurfion, they were at firft furprifed, and 
could not conceive who they might be. They feut 
two fcouts on the look-out, who brought back word, 
that they were enemies. 

This news was no fooner heard than they quitted 
their ambufcade, each crying out, * Roye, for the 
lord of Roye !* 

The knights advanced before the lord of Roye, 
who had his banner difplayed in front. There 
were fir Flamen de Roye his coufin, fir Lewis de 
Roberfart, the canon de Roberlart his brother, who 
was a fquire, fir Triftram de Bonne-roye, and 
others, each armed according to his condition, with 



♦ Barnes makes him an EnglMhrnan, of the name of 
Moor ; but I fee no caufe for it» 

their 
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their fwords hanging to their wrifts, and their fpears 
couched, towards their enemies, crying out, ' Roye, 
for the lord of Roye !' 

When the lord of Gomegines perceived the am- 
bnlcade he had fallen into, he was much ailoniflied ; 
but he determined to ftand his ground, and wait his 
enemies, for both himfelf and followers difdained to 
fly: they couched their fpears, and formed them- 
felves in order of battle. The French, being well 
mounted, charged thefe Engiiih and Gafcons, who 
were not very numerous ; and, at the firft charge, the 
lord of Gomegines was run through with a fpear, 
and had not afterwards an opportunity, from the 
fkuation of the place, to remount his horfe. His 
people fought valiantly, .and many gallant deeds were 
done ; but in the end the lord of Gomegines could 
not hold out ; he was therefore made prifoner, on 
his parole. Two of his fquires had fought valiantly, 
but were forced to yield or they would have been 
flain, as well as Chriflopher de Mur, a yatiaht 
£quire, who bore the pennon of the lord of Gome- 
gines. To make an end of this affair, all thofe of 
the Gomegine party were either flain or made pri- 
foners, except the valets, who, being well mGuilted,^ 
iaved themfelves by flight. No purfuit was rnade^ 
after thejn, more weighty confiderations occupying 
their enemies. 
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CHAP. CCVII. 

THE LORD OF ROYE AND HIS COMPANY DEFEAT 
THE REMAINDER OF THE TROOPS OF THE LORD 

OF GOMEGINES. THE CASTLE OF COMMERCY * 

SURRENDERS TO THE ENGLISH, 

TTHE knights and fqnires who had taken the lord 
of Gomegines, and overthrown all thofe who 
had followed him out of the village, did not wifli to 
lofe time, but, putting fpurs to their horfes, galloped 
into the above mentioned village, calling out, * Roye, 
for the lord of Roye !* Thofe who were there were 
much alarmed at this cry, and furprifed to find their 
enemies fo near them, as they were chiefly difarmed 
and fcattered about, fo that they could not rally nor 
colleft together. 

The French made prifoners of them at their 
pleafure, in houfes, barns and ovens ; and the canon 
de Roberfart had many who furrendered themfelves 
to 'him, becaufe his banners were better known than 
thofe of the others. It is true, indeed, that fome of 
them retreated to a fmall fortified houfe, furrounded 
by a moat, which is fituate in this village of Har^. 
cigny, and confulted among themfelves whether to 
defend it until the king of England, who was before 
Rheims, might hear of their difafler, (for the man- 
fion could very foon be made flrong enough to 
enable them to hold out,) when they thought, that 
as foon as he fhould know of their fituation, hQ 



* Commercy is not in the Gazetteer.. Barnes calls it 
CorxnicTs Avhicti is ^ town in Qb^^pagnej^ diocefe of Rheims. 
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would without doubt fend forces to relieve them. 
Some, however, hefitated, as the houfe was m an 
open country, and they were furrounded ty then* 
enemies, Whilft they were thus debating, the lord 
of Roye and his companions came before it, and faid 
to them ; * Liften, gentlemen ; if you force us to 
make the flighteft affault, we will not fuflfer any one 
of you to efcape death ; for, if we begin, we will 
continue the attack until we take it/ Thefe and 
fuch like words threw them into confufion ; and 
even the boldeft were alarmed : they furrendered, 
therefore, on having their lives fpared. 

They were all made prifoners, and fent to the 
* callle of Coucy, and the other garrifons from 
whence the French had marched. 

This difafter happened to the lord of Gomegines 
and his party about Chriftmas 1359. When the 
king of England was informed of it, he was mightily 
enraged ; but he could not amend it. 

We will now return to the fiege of Rheims, and 
(peak of an adventure which happened to fir Bar- 
tholomew Burgherlh, who had laid fiege to the town 
and cafUe of Cormicy, in which was a knight of 
Champagne, whofe name was fir Henry de Vaulx ; 
he wore black armour, and bore for arms five 
almonds argent on a field fable : his war-cry was 

* Viane' *, 

■ '■ ' — ■ ■' ■ - ■ ■ 1^ 

• In all the printed books I have feen, his name is Henry 
de Noir, but at the end it is Henri de Vaulx. My two MSS. 
have, * Meffire Henri de Vaulx, et s'armoit le dit meffire 
Henri, de noir a cinq amans d'argent, et criet Viane.* 

Q^Amans, — not in any of my didlionariest Mr, Lodge 
foppofts tbey mud siean almonds. 

C 4 ' During 
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During this fiege of Rheims, the earls, barons- 
and great lords were quartered in the neighbour- 
hood, as you have before heard, in order to prevent 
aoy provifion being carried into that city. Araiong 
them was fir Bartholomew Burgberfli, a great baron 
of England : he and his fuite, with his company of 
archers and men at arms, were lodged near Cor- 
micy, where there is a very handfome cattle belong, 
ing to the archbifhop of Rheims, who had put into 
it^the knight before mentioned, with many good 
companions, to guard it againft their enemies. 

They were far from fearing any attack ^ for the 
cattle had a large fquare tower, whofe walls were 
very thick, and it was well furniflied with arms of 
defence. 

When fir Bartholomew had furrounded this 
cattle, and, by well reconnoitering its flrength, 
found he could not take it by aflault, he ordered 
a number of miners, whom he had with him in his 
pay, to get themfelves ready and do their duty in 
undermining the fortrefs, when he would reward 
them handfotnely : upon which they replied, they 
would cheerfully undertake it. 

The miners immediately broke ground, and, 
having lodged themfelves in their mine, worked 
night and day ; infomuch that they advanced far 
under the great tower ; and, as they puttied forward, 
they propped up the work, that thofe within knew 
nothing of it. 

When they had thus completed their mine fo tha^ 
they could throw down the tower when they chofe, 
they came to fir Bartholomew Burgherfli, and faid 
to him} * Sir, we have carried our works fo far 

tha 
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that this tower, great as it is, fhall be thrown down 
whenever you pleafe,' ' It is well,* replied fir 
Bartholomew ; ' but do nothing more without my 
orders:' to which they willingly confented. The 
knight immediately mounted his fteed ; and taking 
John de Guiftelles * with him, who was one of his 
companions,^ they advanced to the caftli, and fir 
Bartholomew made a fignal that he wiOied to have 
a parley with thofe within. 

Upon this, fir Henry came forward on the battle- 
naents, and demanded what he wanted. * I want 
you to furrender,* replied fir Bartholomew, * or 
you will be all infallibly deftroyed.* * By what 
means ?* anfwered the French knight, who began to 
laugh : * we are perfeftly well fupplied with every 
thing ; and you wifii us thus fimply to furrender : 
certainly it (hall not be to-day,' added fir Henry, 
* Certainly,' fald the Englifh knight, ' tf you were 
truly informed what your fituation is, you would fur- 
render iuftantly, without more words.' * Why, what 
is our fituation ?' demanded fir Henry. * If you will 
come out, upon my affurance of your fafety, I will 
fhew you,' replied fir Bartholomew. Sir Hehry 
accepted the condition, and came out of the fortrefs, 
with only three others, to fir Bartholomew and 
John de Guiftelles, who immediately conduced 
them to the mine, and fhewed them that the great 
tower was only fupported on props of wood. 

When the French knight faw the peril he and Ins 
garrifon were in, he told fir Bartholomew, that he 
had very good reafons for what he had faid, and 

* Barnes calls him lord John de Botetourt j but he gives 
po authority for it« 

that 
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that his proceedings were truly gallant and noble : 

* we fhall therefore furrender ourfelves to your wilL* 

Sir Bartholomew took them all his prifoners, 
made them leave the tower one after the other 
with their baggage, and then fet fire to the mine» 

The timber was foon on fire; and, when the 
props were burnt, the toww, which was extremely 
large^ opened in two places, and fell on the oppofite 
fide to where fir Bartholomew was (landing, who 
laid to fir Henry and the garrifon of the fortrefs, 

* Now, fee if I did not tell you the truth.* * We 
cwn it, fir,* replied they, * and remain prifoners at 
your pleafure. We. alfo return you our beft thanks 
for your kindnefs to us j for if the Jacques, who 
formerly overran this country, had had the fame 
advantage over us that you have, they would not 
have a£led fo generoufly/ 

Thus were all the garrifon of Cormicy made 
po'ifoners, and the caftle thrown to the ground. 

The king of England remained before Rheims 
for upwards of feven weeks, but never made any 
aflault upon it, as it would have been ufelefs. He 
began to tire ; and, as his army found great difH- 
culties in obtaining forage and provifion, their horfes 
periflied. He broke up his camp, and marched off 
towards Chalons, in Champagne, in the fame order, 
as before. 

The king and his army paffed very near to Chi- 
lons, and fat down Before Bar fur Aube, and after- 
wards before the city of Troyes. He took up his 
quarters at Mery fur Seine *. 

♦ Mery fur Seine, — diocefe and eleftion of Troyes, feven 
leagues from Troyes. — Gazetteer. 

The 
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The whole army lay between Mery and Troycs, 
which is reckoned to be eight leagues diftant from 
each other. 

Whilft he was at Mery fur Seine, his conftable •, 
who conunanded always the van battalion, advanced 
and came before St. Florentin tj which was under 
the command of fir Odeart de Renty ; and, after 
having difplayed his banner, (which was blazoned, 
or and azure, a chief pally, and at each of the two 
comers girons, and an efcutcheon argent in the midft 
of the fhield,) before the gate of the fortrefs, made 
a fierce attack on it, but in vain. The king of Eng- 
land and his whole army came and took up their 
quarters at Saint Florentin and the neighbourhood, 
on the banks of the river Arman9on J. 

When they marched from thence, they came be- 
fore Tonnerre § , which was fo brifldy attacked, the 
town was won, but not the cafUe* The Englifli, 
however, found in that town upwards of three 
thoufand tons of wine, which were of great fervice 
to them. 



* Roger earl of Mortimer* See ihore of him and lus 
arms, in Aflunole> p. 692. 

Mr. Lodge fays^ the arms of Mortimer have puzzled 
heralds at all times : but the terms heralds now uie in 
blazoning the arms of Mortimer are thefe 5 * Barry of fit 
or and azure, an inefcutcheon argent ; on a chief of the Bxfk 
three pallets of the fecondi between two girons or.* 

t St. Florentin, — fituated on the Arman9on, thirteen 
leagues from Troyes. 

X In the printed copies it is Moufon, but in my MSS. 
Arman9on 

§ Tonnerre,--«-fituatcd on the Armangon, diocefe of Lan- 
gres, 

At 
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At this. period, the lord de Fiennes, conftable of 
France, was in the city of Auxerre * with a number 
of men at arms. 






CHAP. CCVIIL 

THJL KING OF ENGLAND, itFTEK HE HAD RAKEtt 
THE SIEGE OF RHEIMS^ WASTES AND DESTROYS 

ALL THE COUNTRIES HB PASSES THROUGH. 

HE COMES TO GUILLON, WHERE HE REMAINS. 
—GREAT QUANTITIES OF PROVISION FOLLOW 
THE ARMV. 

nrHE king of England and his army remained five 
days in Tonnerre, on account of the good wines 
he found there. The caftle was often affaulted; 
but it was well provided with men at arms, com- 
manded by fir Baldwin d'Annequin, mafter of the 
crofs-bows. When they had well repofed and re- 
firefhed themfelves in Tonnerre, they marched off, 
and croffed the river Arman9on. The king of ^ 
England left the road to Auxerre on his right hand, 
and took that which leads to Noyers t > his inten- 
tions were to enter Burgundy and pafs his Lent 
there. He and his whole army marched above 
Noyers ; but he would not fuffer any attack to be 
made on it, as the lord of it was his prifoner fince 
the battle of Poitiers. They marched on for their 

* It is Dampierre in the printed copies. Denys Sauvage 
thinks it ought to have been Auxerre. Jt is Auxerre in my 
MSS. 

t Noyers, — a town in Burgundy, on the river Serin, dio« 
^fe of Langres. 

quarte]» 
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tjuarters to a town called Montroyal *, fituated on t 
river called Sellettes ; and, when the king left it, he 
went up that river, and proceeded ftraight to take 
poffeffion of his lodging at Gnillon t j which is aU» 
on its banks; for one of his fquires called John 
d*Alen9on, who bore for his arms a fcutcheoa 
argent in a field azur, had taken the town of 
Flavignyl in its neighbourhood, and had found 
within it a fufBdency of provifion for the whole 
army for a month. This was very fortunate, as the 
king remained there from the night of A(h- 
Wednefday until Mid-lent. His marfhals and light 
troops (toured the country round, burning and dc- 
ftroying it, and fi«quently bringing to the army 
frefli provifions. ^ 

I mull inform you, that the king of England and 
his rich lords were followed by carts laden witli 
tents, pavilions, mills and forges, to grind their 
com and make (hoes for their horfes, and everf 
thing of that fort which might be wanting. For 
this purpofe there were upwards of fix thoufand 
carts, each of them drawn by four good and ftrong 
horfes which had been tranfported from Engl^ndU 
Upon thefe carts alfo were many veffets and fmall 
boats, made furprifmgly well of boiled leather: 
they were large enough to contain three men^ to 
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* 1 cannot find Montroyalj nor the river Sellettes, in the 
Gazetteer. 
^ Gailloni-^a town in Biirgundy, in the bailiwick of 

X Flavigny, — a town of Burguodf, fituated near the 
Onzerain, bailiwick of Semur-en-Auxoi$. 

- . enable 
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enable them to fifli any lake or pond, whatever 
might be its fize : and they were of great ufe to the 
lords and barons during Lent : but the commonalty 
made ufe of what provifions they could get. 

The king had, befides, thirty fialconers on horfe- 
back, laden with hawks ; fixty couple of ftrong 
hounds, and as many greyhounds; fo that every 
day he took the pleafure of hunting or fifliing either 
by land or water. Many lords had their hawks and 
hounds as well as the king. 

Their army was always in three divifions, and 
fsach perfon kept to his divifion : there was alfo a 
van-guard to every one of them, and their quarters 
were one league dirtant from each other, the king 
being with the third and largeft divifion. This 
order was conftantly kept on their march from 
Calais, until they came before the town of Chartres. 

During the time the king of England remained at 
Guillon, where he was living on the provifion 
which John d'Alen9on had found in Flavigny, his 
thoughts were employed in devifing means to keep 
and maintain himfelf in France. The young duke 
of Burgundy and his council, at the requeft of his 
fubjeds, fent to the king divers lords and knights, 
as ambaffadors to treat with him, fo.that the duchy 
of Burgundy fliould not be deftroyed or pillaged* 
The under-named lords accepted this commiffion : 
firft the lord Anfelme de Sallins, great chancellor of 
Burgundy, fir James de Vienne, fir John Dene, fir 
Hugh de Vienne, fir William de Thoroife and fir 
John de Montmartin. 

Thefe 
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Thefe lords managed the affair fo well, and fbuiKl 
the king of England in fuch good humour, that 
a treaty was foon entered into between them ; and 
a compofition was made, that for three years no 
part of the duchy of Burgundy ftiould be overrun, 
on condition of having 200,000 livres paid down*. 
When this treaty was finifhed and fealed, the king 
and his whole army diflodged, and fet out on his re- 
turn, taking the ftraight road for Paris, fixing his 
quarters at Avalonf upon the river Coufm, below 
Vezelay {. 

The quarters of his army extended from the 
river Yonne as far as Clamecy § , to the entrance 
of the county of Nevers. The Englifli entered 
Gatinois ; and the king made fuch forced marches 
that he came fo near Paris as to take up his quarters 
within two fhort leagues of it, at Bourg la Reine. 
As he and his . army paffed through the country, 
they deftroyedjt on all fides. On the other hand, 
the garrifons which he had in Picardy, Beauvoifis, 
the Ifle of France, Champagne and Brie, carried oa 
a continual war, and ruined the country. 

The king of Navarre refided in Normandy, and 
made a cruel war againft France, infomuch that that 

* See this treaty in Rymer, anno 1 360. The fum was, 
200,000 moutons,— 50,000 to be paid at the enfuing feaft o( . 
St. John the Baptift, 100,000 at Chriftmas, and 50,000 at 
Eafter. 

t AvaloOy a town of Burgundy, on the Coufin, which 
falls into the Yonne. 

t Vezday, a town in Nivernois, diocefe of Autun, four 
leagues from Clamecy. 

} Clamecy,— a fmall city of the Nivernois, diocefe of 
Auxerre, on the conflux of the Yonne and-Beuvron. 

noble 
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iDidbie kingdom was fo grievoufly opprefied, it did 
not know which way to turn itfelf. 

But above all, fit Euftace d'Ambreticourt was 
Ae moft aflive : his quarters were at Cheny fuf 
Aifne, where he had a ftrong garrifon of foldiers 
and men at arms, who overran, pillaged and ran* 
fomed the good county of Rethel, from Donchery 
to Mezieres, and as far as Chefne le Pouilleux and 
Stenay *, in the county of Bay f* They quartered 
themfelves wherever they chofe in all that country, 
for two or three nights, without oppofition froiA 
any one, and then returned unmolefted to their 
garrifon at Cheny, to refrefli and recruit themfelves. 

It is true indeed, that all the neighbouring lords, 
knights and fquires threatened them much : they 
met together, and appointed different days for their 
affembling, to take the field and befiege fir Euftace 
ifi his caftle of Cheny ; but nothing in fa£t was 
done. 

It happened that thefe adventurers (whofe whole 
tiioughts, night and day, were occupied on the beft 
means of taking towns, and in what parts of the 
country they fliould find moft to pillage) came one 
night to a good town with a ftrong caftle, fituated 
in the Laonois |, tolerably near to Montagu §, and 
in a very deepmarftiy country, the name of which 

* Stenay,— in the diocefe of Treves, on the Meufe. 

f I cannot find, in any didlionary, the county of Bay- It 
IS Buy in Denys Sauvage. Stenay is in the diocefe of Treves i 
but even the connedlion of names is fo wide, I cannot fuppofe 
it to be a miftake for Treves. 

J Laonois, — in Picardy. 

§ Montagu, — in Picardy, diocefe of Laos. 

8 was 
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was Pierrepont*. At this time, there were in it a 
great many people of the country, who had carried 
thither their goods, trufting to the ftrength of the 
place. When fir Euftace's companions arrived, 
the guard was afleep : they marched, therefore, 
through the deep marflies with much lofs, for their 
avarice urged them on, and they came to the walla 
of the town, which they entered without refiflance, 
and robbed at their pleafure. They found in it 
more riches than in any other place ; and, when it 
Was day, they burnt the town, and returned to 
Cheny well laden with booty. 



CHAP. CCIX. 
'^He king of England lays the kingdom 

'of FRANCE UNDER GREAT TRIBULATION.— A 

CORDELIER FRIAR PROPHECIES. THE ENO- 

X-ISH PLACE AN AMBUSCADE FOR THOSE WHO 
SHOULD COME OUT OF PARIS. 

j\ BOUT this period, a francifcan friar, full of 
knowledge and underftanding, was at Avig^ 
noxi : his name was John de Rochetaillade : and 
pope Innocent VI. kept him a prifoner in the cattle of 
BaSgnoux, not only on account of the great prophe- 
fi^s he made of the times to come, chiefly and prin- 
cipally relating to the heads and prelates of the holy 
cbxiorch, by reafon of their pride and the expenfive 
Wfe they led, -but alfo concerning the kingdom of 

* Piarrepont,— village of Picardy, diocefe of Laon. 

Vol. III. D France, 
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France, and the great lords of Chriftefidotti, for 
their heavy oppreflions on the common people. The 
above-mentioned John was willing to prove all he 
laid from the Apocalypfe, and by the ancient books 
of the holy prophets,, which were opened to him 
through the grace of the Holy Ghoft, by which he 
uttered things that were difficult to be credited. 

Some of the prediftions he had made were feen 
to come to pafs within the time, which he never 
could have foretold a§ a prophet but by means of 
the ancient Scriptures, and the Holy Spirit, that 
had given him the power of underftanding thefe 
ancient prophelies, and of announcing to all Chrif- 
tian^ the year and time when they were to be ful- 
filled. 

He made many books, full of much fcience and 
karning. One was written in the year 1346, which 
contained many marvellous things, difficult of be- 
lief, but of which fome had come to-'pafs already^ 
When he was queftioned concerning the war againft 
France, he anfwered, that what they had feen was 
nothing to what was to happen ; for there would 
be no peace until the realm of France was deflroyed 
and ruined from one end to the other. This in- 
deed happened afterwards ; for that kingdom was 
completely fpoiled at the time the friar had fixed, 
in the years 1356, 1357, 1358 and 1359 ; infomuch 
that none of its princes or gentlemen dared to fhew 
themfelves againfl thofe of the low eftate coUefted 
from all parts, and who had arrived, one after the 
other, without leader or chief, whilft the country 
bad not any means of refitting them. They elefted 

(as 



3$ 

(a$ yoi hlwf e before feen), in diflferent parts of the 
country, captains from among themfelves, to whom 
they paid obedience. The captains, when they en* 
rolled any man in their companies, made certain 
agreements with them refpeding their fhares of 
booty and the ranfoms of prifoners : they found fo 
much pillage, that all the leaders became rich from 
the great wealth they amaffed. 

King Edward was lodged at Bourg la Reine, two 
(hort leagues from Paris, and his army in diflferent 
parts between that and Montlhery*. He fent from 
thence his heralds to the Duke of Normandy in 
Paris, who had with him a great number of men at 
arms, to oflfer him battle ; but the duke would not 
accede to it. His meffengers, therefore, returned 
Whout having done any thing. When the king 
fouid that his enemies would not venture out of 
Paris, he was mightily enraged : upon which that 
good knight, fir Walter Manny, ftepped forth and 
i>efought his lord that he would permit him to 
^ake an excurfion and aflault as far as the barriers 
<rfParis. 

• The king confeftted to his requeft, and named 
himfelf thofe knights that (hould accompany him. 
He made alfo many new knights on the occafion ; 
^ong whom weire, the lord JDelawarre, the lord de 
Silvader, fir Thomas Banafterf, fir William Tor- 



* :Montlkerf, — a town in the Ifle of France, fevcn leagues 
«om P^aris. 

t Sir Thomas Banafter was afterwards elecflcd knight of 
the garter in this king's reign. See his life in Anfti^' Hif. 
tory of the Garter, vol. ii. p. 153. 
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ceaux, fir Thomas le Defpenfier, fir'JcJfcn Neville^ 
fir Richard Doftmay and many others, Colart 
d'Ambreticourt, fon of fir Nicholas, would have 
been of the number ; for the king was defirous of 
it, as he was attached to his perfon and fquire of 
his body ; but the young man excufed himfelf, by 
faying he could not find his helmet. 

Sir Walter Manny fet out on his enterprife, and 
carried with him thefe new knights to fkirmifh and 
make an attack on the barriers of Paris. Many 
hard blows were given and received j for there were 
within the city feveral valiant knights, and fquires, 
who would willingly have fallied forth, if the Duke 
of Normandy had given his confent. They, how- 
ever, guarded the gates and barriers fo well that no 
damage was done to them. This Ikirmifli lafted 
until twelve o'clock, and many were killed on both 
fides. Sir Walter then retreated with his people to 
their quarters, where they remained together that 
day and the following night. On the morrow, the 
king diflodged, and took the road to Montlhery. 

When the camp was breaking up, fome Engliih 
and Gafcon knights planned the following enter* 
prife. They thought, that as there were fo many 
knights in Paris, fome of them would fally out after 
them ; and fome young adventurers would en- 
deavour to gain, by their valour, both honor and 
booty. They therefore placed two hundred picked 
men, well armed, in an old empty houfe, three 
leagues from Paris. The chiefs on the Gafcon party 
were, the captal de Buch, fir Aymery de Pommiers 
and the lord de Courton : on the Englilht the lord 

Neville, 



Neville, the Lord Mowbray and fir Richard de 
Fontchardon. 

Thefe fix knights were the leaders of this ara- 
bufcade. 

When the French who were within Paris per- 
cmed that the king of England was decamping, 
fome young knights coUeded together, and faid 
among themfelves ; * It will be a good thing for us 
to fally out fecretly, and follow a while the army of 
Kngland, to fee if we cannot gain fomething.' 
They were all inftantly of this opinion, fo that fir 
Raoul de Coucy, fir Raoul de Ravenal, the lord 
de Monfault, the lord de Helay, the conftable of 
Beauvais, le begue de Villaines, the lord de Beau- 
fiers, the lord of Ulbarin, fir Gauvain de Valouel, 
fir Flamant de Roye, fir Azelles de Cavilly, fir Peter 
de Fermoifes, Peter de Savoifies, and upwards of a 
hundre d lances with them, fallied out well mounted, 
vith a thorough good will to do fomething ; but 
they muft firft find the occafion. They took the 
Toad to Bourg la Reine, which they pafled, and 
gained the open fields, when they followed the 
•track of the cavalry and army of England, and rode 
beyond the ^mbufcade of the captal and his com- 
pany, 

-They were no fooner paffed than the Englifli and 
Gafcbns marched out of it, after them, with their 
lances in their refts, ftiouting their war-cry. The 
French turned about, wondering who they could 
be: but they foon found they were their enemies. 
They immediately halted, and drew themfelves up 
in battle-array, and, with couched fpears, prepared 
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to meet the Englifli and Gafcons, who foon joined 
them. At this firft onfet many were unhorfed on 
each fide, for both parties were well mounted. Af- 
ter this tilting-bout, they drew their fwords, and,, 
attacking each other more clofely, many hard blows 
were given, and many gallant deeds performed. 
This attack lafted a confiderable timCj and thfe 
ground was fo well difputed, that it was difficult to 
fay whith of the two would be concjueror. The 
captal de Buch fhone particularly, and did with his 
hand many deeds worthy fo good a knight. In 
the end, however, the Englifli and Gafcons fought 
fo valiantly, that the field remained to them ; 
they were more than half as many again as the 
French. • 

The lord of Gampreny fliewed himfelf a valiant 
knight on the fide of the French, and fought gal- 
lantly under his banner, the bearer of which was 
flain ; his banner was argent, a buckle gules, be^ 
tween fix martlets fable, three above and three bq-* 
low. The Lord of Gampreny was made prifoner. 
The other French knights and fquires, who faw the 
ill fuccefs of their attempt, and that they could not 
recover themfelves, took the road toward Paris, 
fighting as they retreated, and the Englifli purfuing 
them mofl: eagerly. In this retreat, which continued 
beyond Bourg la Reine, iiine knights, as well ban- 
nerets as others, were made prifoners ; and, if the 
Englifli and Gafcons who purfued them had not 
been afraid that others might fally out of Paris to 
their aflTiftance, not one would have efcaped being 
killed or taken. 

When 
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WhMi this enterprife was finiflied, they returned 
towards Montlhery, where the king was. They 
carried their prifoners with them, to whom they 
behaved v«y courteoufly, and ranfomed them 
handfomely that fame evening, allowing them to 
return to Paris, or wherever eHe they chofe, taking 
readily their word of honour as fufficient fecurity 
for their ranfom. 

The intention of the king of England was to enter 
the fertile country of ^eauce, and follow the courfe 
of the Loire all the fummer, to recruit and refrefh 
iiis army in Brittany until after Auguft ; and as 
foon as the viutage was over, which from all ap- 
pearances promifed to be abundant, he meant to 
return again and lay fiege to France, that is to fay 
to Paris ; for he wiihed not to return to England, 
as he had fo publicly declared, on fetting out, his 
determination to conquer that kingdom, and to 
leave garrifons of thofe who were carrying on the 
war for him in France, in Poitou, Champagne, Ppn- 
thieu, Vimeu, Valgueflin*, in Normandy, and 
^throughout the whole kingdom of France, except 
in thofe cities and towns which had voluntarily 
ftibmitted to him. 

The duke of Normandy was at this time at Paris 
w-f th his two brothers, their uncle the duke of Or- 
ieaas and all the principal counfeilors of ftate^ who, 
y^^ll aware of the courage of the king of England, 
^^d. how he pillaged and impoverifhed the whole 

* ' ■ ■ . . I I . aa 

^oft probably Vexin. Vexin Normand is bounded oa 
^^^ £i(Je by the Seine. 
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realm of France, knew alfo that this fituation couW 
not laft, for the rents both of the nobles and clergy 
were generally unpaid. At this period, a very wife 
and valiant man was chancellor of France, whofe 
name was fir William* de Montagu, bifhop of 
Therouenne : by his advice the kingdom was go- 
verned : every part of it profited from his good and 
loyal counfel. Attached to him were two clerks of 
great prudence ; one was the abbot of Clugny, the 
other friar Symon de Langres, principal of the pre- 
dicant monks, and doftor in divinity. Thefe two 
clerks juft named, at the requefl and command of 
the duke of Normandy and his brothers, the duke 
of Orleans their uncle, and of the whole of the 
great council, fet out from Paris with certain articles 
of peace. Sir Hugh de Geneve, lord of Autim, 
was alfo their companion. They went to the king 
of England, who was overrunning Beauce, near to 
Gallardonf. 

Thefe two prelate^ and the knight had a parley 
with the king of England, when they began to open 
^ treaty of peace with him ?ind his allies. To this 
treaty the duke of Lancafter, the prince of Wales, 
the earl of March | and many other barons were 
fummoned. However, this treaty was not con- 



* The prcfident Renault calls him Gille Aycelin de M«^n- 
tagu, cardinal and bifhop of Therouenne, vol. i. 4to, p. 263. 

f Gallardon, — a town in Beauce, diccefe and eleflion of 
Chartres. 

-:{: This is a miftake, for the earl of March was killed a 
month prior to thi^ treaty, tl^e 26tfe of February^ at Rouvray 
in Burgundy. — Barne*. 
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dudedy though it was difcufled for a long timew 
The king of England kept advancing into the coun- 
try, feeking for thofe parts where was the greateft 
abundance. The commiffioners, like wife men, 
never quitted the king, nor fuffered their propofsds 
to drop ; for they faw the kingdom in fuch a mi- 
ferable fituation, that the greateft danger was to be 
apprehended if they fhould fufFer another fummer 
to pafs without peace. 

On the other hand, the king of England infifted 
on fuch conditions as would have been fo very 
grievous and prejudicial to France, that the com- 
miffioners, in honor, could not affent to them : fo 
that their treaties and conferences lafted feventeen 
days, the two prelates and the lord of Autun con- 
ftantly following the king of England : this laft 
was much liftened to at the court of the king. 
They fent every day, or every other day, their trea- 
ties and minutes to the duke of Normandy and hi$ 
brothers at Paris, that they might fee what ftate 
they were in, and have anfwers thereto ; as well as 
to know in what manner they , were to aft. AH 
thefe papers were attentively examined, and con- 
fidered privately, in the apartments of the duke of 
Normandy, and then the full intentions of the duke 
were written down, with the opinions of his council 
to thefe commiffioners : by which means, nothing 
pafied on either fide without being fully fpecified 
and examined moft cautioufly. Thefe aforefaid 
Frenchmen were in the king's apartments, or in 
his lodgings, as it happened, in the different places 
\^t halted at, as well on his march towards Chartres 
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3S otherwife ; and they made great offers, to bring 
the war to a conclufion ; but the king was very, 
hard to treat with : for his intention was, to be in 
fadt king of France, although he had never been 
fo, to die with that rank, and alfo to put Brittany, 
Blois and Touraine in the fame fituation as thofe 
other provinces where be had garrifons. If his 
coufin the duke of Lancafter, whom he much loved 
and confided in, had not perfuaded him to give up 
fuch ideas, and jadvifed him to liften to the offers of 
peace, he never would have come to any terms. 
He very wifely remonftrated with him, and faid ; 
^ My lord, this war which you are carrying on iq. 
the kingdom of France is wonderful to all men, 
and not too favorable to you, Your people are the 
only real gainers by it j for you are wafting your 
time. Confidering every thing, if you perfift ii^ 
continuing the war, it may laft you your life ; and it 
appears to me doubtful if you will ever fucceed 
to the extent of your wifhes. I would recommend 
therefore, whilfl: you have the power of clofing it 
honorably, to accept the propofals which have been 
offered to you ; for, my lord, we may lofe more in 
one day than we have gained in twenty years.* 

Thefe prudent and fenfible words, which the 
duke of Lancafter uttered loyally, and with the beft: 
intentions, to advife the king of England to his 
good, converted the king to his opinion, through 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, who alfo worked to 
the fame effeft : for an accident befel him and all 
his army, who were then before Chartres, that 
much humbled him, and bent his courage* 

During 
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During the time that the French commiflioners 
were paffing backwards and forwards from the 
king to his council, and unable to obtain any fa» 
voural)le anfwer to their offers, there happened 
fuch a ftorm and violent tempeft of thunder and 
hail, which fell on the Englifli army, that it feemed 
as if the world was come to an end. The hail- 
(lones were fo large as to kill men and beads, and 
the boldeft were frightened. 

The king turned himfelf towards the church of 
Our Lady at Chartres, and religioufly vowed to the 
virgin, as he has fince confeffed, that he would 
accept of terms of peace. He was at this time 
lodged in a fmall village, near Chartres, called 
Bretigny ; and there were then committed to 
writing, certain rules and ordinances for peace, 
upon which the following articles were draivn out. 
To follow up this, and more completely to treat of 
it, the counfellors and lawyers of the king of Eng- 
land drew up a paper called the Charter of Peace, 
with great deliberation and much prudence, the 
Jenor of which follows. 



CHAP. OCX. 

« 

THE fORM AND TENOR OF THE PAPER DRAWN 
UP AS ARTICLES OF THE PEACE, WHICH WAS 
CONCLUDED BEFORE CHARTRES, BETWEEN THE 
KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

T^-DWARD, by the grace of God, king of England, 

lord of Ireland and of Aquitaine, to all to 

whom thefe prefents Ihall come, greeting. As, in 

confe* 
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confequence of the diffenfions, variance, difcord and 
ftrife, that have arifen, or that might have been ex-t 
peftedto arife between us and our very d ear brof her 
the king of France, certain commiffioners and procu-r 
rators from us and frpm our dear fon, E dward prince 
of Wales, having fufEcient power and authority 
for us, for him aud for our kingdom on the one 
part, and certain other commiffioners and procura^ 
tors from our faid brother, and from our very dear 
nephew Charles duke of Normandy and dauphin 
of Vienne, eldeft fon to the aforefaid king of France, 
having power and authority from his father, in this 
inftance, for his father and for himfelf on the other 
part, have been aflembled at Bretigny, near Char- 
tres ; in which place the above-mentioned diffen- 
fions, variances and ftrife were difcuffed, debated, 
and finally clofed ; and the commiffioners from us 
?md from our fon, for us and for him, and the com* 
miffioners from our aforefaid brother and nephew, 
for his father and for himfelf, did fvvear upon the 
holy Evangelifts, to preferve, keep and fulfil the 
aforefaid treaty, as we have alfo fwom and will 
fwear to whatever is faid or concluded in the above 
treaty. 

And in this treaty, among pther articles, our 
brother of France and his fon aforefaid, are held 
and have promifed to give up and furrender to us, 
our heirs and fucceflbrs for ever, the counties, cities, 
towns, caftles, fortreffes, lands, iflands, rents and 
revenues, and other things which follow, with all 
that we now are in poffeffion of in Guienne and 
Gafccmy, to bold for ever by us, our heirs and 
fuccefibrs^ in the fame maimer that the kings of 

France 
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Fi-ance have always held them ; that which is ill 
demefne m demefne, and that which is in fief in fief, 
in fuch manner as will be hereafter explained ; that 
is to fay, the city, caftle and county of Poitiers, with 
all the lands and country of Poitou, together with 
the fief of Thouars* and the lands of Belleville f: 
the town and caftle of Saintes, and all the lands and 
territory of the county of Saintonge on each fide the 
river Charente, with the town and fortrefs of la 
Rochelle, their appurtenances and appendages : the 
city and caftle of Agen, and the country of Agenois : 
the city, town, caftle, and all the lands of Perigord, 
with the whole country of Perigueux : the city and 
caftle of Limoges and country of Limoufin: the 
city and caftle of Cahors and country of Cahorfin : 
the dty, caftle and country of Tarbes ; the territory 
of the country of Bigorre : the country and lands 
of Gaure : the city and caftle of Angouleme, with 
all the country of Angoumois : the city and caftle 
of Rodais, and the county and country of Rou« 
ergue: and if there fhould be any lords in the 
duchy of Guienne (fuch as the count de Foix, the 
count d*Armagnac, the count de Tlfle, the vifcount 
de Carmain, the count de Perigord, the vifcount de 
Limoges or others,) that hold any lands within the 
boundaries of the above-mentioned places, they 
(hall be bounden to do us homage, and all other 
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♦ Thouara, — an ancient city on a hilJ, and on the river 
TiiQae> (ixtcen leagues from Poitiers, 

f Belleville. There are two villages in Poitcu of this 
name,— one near Niort, the other near les Sables d'Olonne, 
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feirvices and duties due on account of their land^ 
and places in the fame manner as they formeriy 
have performed them ; and we fhall re-enter upon 
all that we, or any other kings of England have 
poffefled, as well as upon thefe places whence we 
formerly had received nothing. 

The vifcounty of Montreuil fur mer has been 
alfo promifed to be given up to us in the fame 
manner as in former times, and all whatfoever we or 
any other king of England poffeffed there: and 
whereas there have arifen difputes relative to the 
divifion of this territory, our brother of France has 
promifed, that he will declare it to be ours as 
fpeedily as poffible after his return to France. 

Item, it is alfo promifed that the county of Pon- 
thieu fliall be delivered over to us entire, fave and 
except that if any part of it fhould have been alienated 
by the kings of England who reigned before us, 
and were formerly poffeffors of it and its appurte- 
Itances, to others than the kings of France, neither 
our aforefaid brother, nor his fucceffors, fhall be 
bounden to furrender them : and if the faid aliena- 
tions have been made to any former kings of France, 
immediately, without paffing through a third per- 
fon, and our aforefaid' brother be in poffeffion of 
them, he fhall render them wholly up to us ; ex* 
cepting that if the kings of France have had them 
from us in exchange for other lands, we will de- 
liver up fuch lands fo exchanged : but if any of the. 
kings of England at former times fhould have alien- 
ated or difpofed of any parts to others than to the 
Jungs of France, and it fhould afterwards have come 

into 
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into the hands of our aforefaid brother, he ihall not 
be obliged to furrender th'em : and if the parts 
aforefaid owe homage to us, or our fucceffors^ he 
ihall grant them to others, who will pay us that 
homage ; but, if they do not owe homage^ he (hall 
then give them to a tenant that fhall do us fuit and 
fervice, within the year enfuing upon our departure 
from Calais. 

Item, the caftie and town of Calais : the cafUe, 
town and lordfliip of Merle ; the towns, cailles and 
lordfhips of Sangate, Couloigne, Ham, Walles and 
Oye, with the lands, woods, marfhes, rivers, rents, 
lordfhips, advowfons of churches, and all other ap- 
purtenances and places lying within the limits and 
bounds following ; that is to fay, from Calais to the 
courfe of the river before Gravelines,* and alfo by 
the courfe of the river which falls into the great lake 
of Guines, as far as Fretun, and from thence by the 
valley round the mountain of Chalk, inclofing that 
mountain, and as far as the fea, including Sangate 
and all its appurtenances. 

Item, the king of England fhall alfo poffefs the 
caflle, town, and the whole county of Guines, with 
all its caftles, towns, fortreflfes, woods, lands, men, 
homages, lordfliips, forefls, rights, as completely as 
the lafl count of Guines, lately deceafed, held it 
during his life : and the churches and good men, 
being within the boundaries of the faid county and 
other places above mentioned, fhall obey him in 
the lame manner as they did our aforefeid brother, 
the count of Guines, for that time. All thefe things 
comprehended in the prefent article,, ^nd in the pre* 
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Ceding one of Merle and Calais, we fhall hold itt 
demefne, excepting the inheritances and poffefSontf 
of the churches, which fhall remain wholly to the 
faid churches wherever they may be (ituated ; and 
alfo except the inheritances of the other people of 
the countries of Merle and Calais, as far as the value > 
of one hundred pounds a-year in land> according to 
the current coin of the country ; which inheritances 
Ihall remain to them of the abovefaid value and un- 
der; but the habitations and inheritances in the. 
town of Calais, and their appurtenances, fhall re- 
main in demefne to us, for us to order and do as we. 
pleafe with them : and alfo all the pofTefEons of the 
houfeholders and inhabitants of the county and towa 
of Guines fhall remain to them, and fhall be re- 
ftored fully, fave and except what is faid and de- 
clared relative to the bounds and frontiers above 
mentioned, in the article of Calais. 

Item, the king of England fhall have pofTefEon of 
all iflands adjoining to the lands or places above^ 
mentioned, together with all other iflands he was 
pofTefTed of at the time of this treaty. 

And it has alfo been difcuffed, that our aforefaid 
brother and his eldefl fon fhould renounce all right 
and fovereignty which they piay have over the 
above mentioned places, and that we fhould pofTefs 
them as a neighbour, without any vafTalage or de- 
pendance on our faid brother, or on the kingdom of 
France; and that- our brother aforefaid ihall 
give up to us in perpetuity all right and dominion 
-which he may have over the places before men« 
tioned. 
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And it has alfo been dif(;uffedj that in like ftDW* 
ner we and our faid fon (hall expre'bly renounce all 
thofe things that are not to be givfen lip and ' fur^* 
rendered to us by the faid treaty, more efpedally the 
name of king of France, and all right and title to' 
that kingdom^ and to the homage^ fov6reignty and 
domain of the duchy of Normandy, the county of 
^ouraine^ and the counties of Anjou and Maine ; 
and to the fovereignty and homage of the county of 
Flanders; and to the fovereignty and homage of 
the duchy of Brittany (excepting the right of the 
count de Montfort, and what claim he may haVe on 
that duchy and country of Brittany, which "We re*" 
ferve, ai^ by exprefs words put out of our treaty j 
faving, however, that when we and our afordaid 
brother fiiall come to Calais, we will fo manage the 
bufinefs, by the advice of able counfellors and other 
deputies^ that we will eftablilh peace and concord 
between the count de Montfort and our coUfin fir 
Charles de Blois, who claims and challenges the in» 
heritance of Brittany) : and we renounce whatever 
claims we made, or may have made, of any fort 
whatever, except thofe things above mentioned 
which are to be given to us and our heirs ; and we 
give up and ceafe from making any claims on all 
other things, but thofe which are to be yielded to us. 

Upon which fubjeft, after many altercations had 
taken place, ending in a mutual agree^lent that 
thefe renunciations, tranfportations, ceflions and 
aforeiaid furrenderings fhould be made as foon as 
our faid brother fliall have given up to us, or to out 
people efpecially deputed for that purpofe, the City 
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and cailFe of Poitiers, with all the territory: of Poftov, 
together with the fief of Thouars and of Belleville ; 
the city and cafUe of Agen, with all the territory 
of the Agenois ; the city and eaftle of Perigmtl^ 
^pth the territory of Perigueux ; the city and caftle 
of Cahors, with the territory of Cahorfia ; the city 
amd caftle of Rqdais, with the territory of Rouevgue ^ 
^ city 2;Qd caftle of Saintes, with the territopf of 
Saintonge ^ the city and caftle of Limoges, with all 
^ territory of Limoufin ; and that which we> or 
other kings of England have held in the town of 
MoQtii^uU fur mer, with its appurtenances, kem,. 
th^ VFiK>]b. county of Ponthieu:, fave and except the 
qonten^ of the article contained in the faid treaty 
which mal^jea mention of the faid county* It^n» ^ 
caftle andtpwn of Calais ; the caftte, town and lord* 
S[ap of Sangate, GoUoigne, Ham, Walles, Oye, 
with thQ lands^ rivers, mar/hes^ rents, woods^ teVd* 
fiiips . 3^4 other things mentioned in the article K« 
Ipefidng; them. Item, the caftle, town and entire 
epunty of Guines, with all the lands, caftles, towns, 
fbrtrejOfes, places, meo, homages, woods, lordibipSy 
forefts and rights, according to the tenor of the 
article which in, die treaty makes fuller mention of 
liiem, and with the iilands ad jacent to the faidjands^ 
countries and places before mentioned,, together 
with thofe other illand& which we are now in the 
p^^ifeffion of (that it to lay, at the* date of this ardele 
and of the peace)* We, and oar brothe]^ ^ Ipng 
qf France, have promifed by faith and oatbloeftck 
other to preferye and keep this treaty and maintain: 
the peace, and to do nothing againft. it }• and we arei^ 
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bomukn, vis and omr l^idlmMher the kmg of I^HtiKei 
aodoar ddeft fons Kiefore mentioned, by obligation 
and pramife and by faith and oath to each other 
fieigedj to make (Certain renunciations one to the 
(ttlier according to the f<)rm and tenor of the afore* 
fidd artide of peace* 

Item, It it agreed, that the king of France tttd 
lis ddfft kfA the regent, for then! and for their heM 
Ibr ever, fkaA as foon as poffible, and without any 
4raUe dei&ig, at the lateft withm the feaft of St 
Michael next enfuing, deliver tip and give to the 
kiog of Eagland, his heirs and fucceflbrs, and con^ 
mey to diem the honors, royalties, fervices, homages^ 
vikfffmcei^ taflalages, fiefs, obediences, adcnoir« 
Mgtawats, oaths, rights, feizures, and all niannef 
of jimfdifHons, both criminal and dvil, appeab^ 
ftcirilies, lord&ips and fovereignties winch apper^ 
II^Bied, now appertain, or may hereafter appertain 
Ae kings or to the crown of France, or to any 
perfon on account of the king or for the 
irfbflffiiki crown of France, in whatever time it may 
faaire been^ in the cities, towns, caftles, fortrefles^ 
iflttids^ countries and places before named, or hx 
aay one of them, their appurtenances and appen<c 
ibges, wherever they may be, whether held by 
princes, dukes, counts, vifcounts, archbifhops^ bi^ 
iMp^ abbots or other prelates of the churchy 
loionsy knights, nobles or others whomfoevef^ 
without referva to themfelves, their heirs and fuc' 
ecflKnr^ or to the crown of France, or to any otheif 
jkffion whsftelrer : nor (hall they challenge or de< 
WU1A9 at any fttfure period, any thing of the above 
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or from' any one of his vaflab or fubjefts aforefaid^ 
in any on^ of the places;pr countries before men- 
tioned, in, behalf of the king or crown of France* 
Thus, therefore, all the before njuned perfons, and 
their heirs and fucceflbrs, fhall be liege men and. 
lubjefts of the king of England, his heirj and fuc- 
ceflbrs for ever ; and they fliall hold and keei> alt 
perfons, cities, counties, lands^ iflands', qaftfes and 
places before mentioned, with all their appurtenanceSp 
and appendages, and (hall renvaiii fully, and .peace- 
ably for ever in their lordfhip, fbvereignty, obe- 
dience, loyalty and fubjeftion, as thie.. preceding 
kings of France had and kept them in former, 
times ^ and the afbrefaid Idng of England, hi^ beirB 
and fucceflbrs, fliall and, will maintain, peaceably 
and perpetually, all the countries before named in 
full freedom and liberty for ever, as fovereign and 
liege lord, and neighbour to the king of France 
and faid kingdom of France, without acknowledging 
any fovereignty or paying any obedience, homage^ 
jurifdidion or fubjeftion, and in time to come with- 
out doing any fervice or acknowledgment to the 
king or crown of France for the cities, counties, 
caftles, lands, territories, iflands, places andperfona 
before named, or for any one of; them. 

Item, it is agreed, that tlie king, of France and 
his eldefl: fon fhall exprefsly renounce the faid 
jurifdiQions and fovereignties, and aU thpfe. things 
which by this prefent treaty ought to belong to the 
king of England : and in like manner, the king of 
England and his eldefl fon fhall renounce all thofe 
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things which, by this prefent treaty are not to be. 
granted to the king of England, and all thofe claims 
he made on the king of France, and particularly the 
title, right and arms, and the challenge he made of 
the crown and kingdom of France ; the homage, 
fovereignty and domain of the duchy, of Normandy^ 
of the county of Touraine, the counties of Anjou 
and Maine, and the fovereignty and homage of tht 
county and territory of Flanders, and all other 
claims which the king of England made at the time 
of the aforefaid challenge, and might make in times 
to come upon the faid realm of France, through 
any reafon whatever, except thofe things which by- 
tjie prefent treaty are granted to the king of Eng- 
land ^nd his heirs : and they will convey, furrender 
and yield, one king to the other, in perpetuity, all 
the right which each has or may have on 9^1 thofe 
things, and places which by the prefent treaty are to 
remain or to be granted to each of them ; and with, 
regard to the time and place when thefe renund* 
adons are to be made, the two kings will confute 
each other, and order it when they fhall be at Calais 
together* 

And becaufe alfo our faid brother of France and 
his eldeft fon, in order to maintain and keep the 
ffid articles of peace and agreement aforefaid, have 
exprefsly renounced the jurifdifltion? and fovereign* 
ties comprifed in the faid articles to all rights which 
tjiey had or might have had on all the above men- 
tioned things which ourfaid brother has granted, de- 
^vered and abandoned to us, and in thofe other things 
which henceforward ought to appertain and belong 
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to lis by the faid treaty of peace. We, among thefe 
Ijud things, renounce exprefsly all thofe which are 
not to be granted to us, for ourfelves and our heirsj^ 
and all thofe claims which we itiade or might make 
on our faid brother of France, and efpecially to the 
title and right to the crown of France and the fo- 
vereignty of that kingdom; and to the homage, 
fovereignty and domain of the duchy of Normandy* 
the counties of Anjou, Maine and Touraine ; and to 
the fovereignty and homage of the county and 
territory of Flanders } and all other claima which wq 
made, or might have made, on our faid brother, for 
Vrhatever caufe there might be, fave and e^ept that 
which by this prefent treaty is to remain to us and 
cur heirs : suid we yield, abandon and give up tQ 
him, and he to us, mutually to each other, in the 
focureil ^ay we can., all the rights which each of us 
n^y have, or may have had in all thofe things, which 
Ixy the faid treaty are to be refpe£tively gianted to 
each of us; refervinj^ to the churches and to 
churchmen that which appertains or may appertain 
to them ; and all that which has been occupied Of 
detained of their property, on account of the wars* 
ihaU be made good and reftored to them. The 
towno, fbrtrefles, and'all dwellings of the inhabitants, 
fhall retain and enjoy fuch liberties and franchifes as 
before they <:ame into our bands ; and, if reiquired, 
they fhall be confirmed by our faid brother of 
France, if not contrary to what has been ^already 
agreed on. 

And Vfitfi regard to ourfelves, we fubn^it all things 
beloDfjing to usj, our heirs and f^icc^flgrs, to the 
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jorifdidion and coercion of the church of Rome, and 
are willing and defirous that our holy father the 
pope fhould confirm all thefe things by pven mo- 
nitions and gentle mandates for the accomplifiiment' 
of them againft ourfelves, our heirs and fucceflbrs, 
out commonalty, colleges, cniverfities, or any parti- 
cular perfons whatfoever, and by giving general 
Jentences of excommunication, fufpenfion or inter- 
dift, \i^ich we may incur by ourfelves or by themy 
by this aft, when we fliall, either by ourfelves or 
others, infringe the peace, by taking or occupying 
any town or caftle, city or fortrefs, or in any thing 
«lfe, by giving advice, aid or affiftance, public or 
private, againft the faid peace : from which fentencet 
they cannot be abfolved until they ihall have madtf 
full fatisfadtion to all thofe who by this ad fliould 
have iuftained or might fuftain any damage. And 
with this we defire and cohfent, that by our holy 
fether the pope (in order that the faid may nacfri 
firmly be kept, msdntained and obferved for ever) 
all the agreements, confederations, alliances and 
cohventionj, under whatever name* they may bej 
in cafe they become prejudicial or inimical to the 
laid peace in the prefent moment or hereafter (lap* 
pofing they were clofed under p^kalties and by 
oaths, and confirmed by our holy father the pope 
or others), fhould be broken and annulled as con- 
trary to the public welfare, to the good of the peace, 
uni»ofitable to all Chriftendom and difpleafing to 
God : and that all oaths, in fuch a cafe madd*, fhall 
be reported to our holy father the pope, that it may 
be decreed by him that no one fhould be bounden 
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t^ keep fuch oaths or conventions ; and if, in fad, 
any one attempted to ad contraiy, they flia]l from 
thi$. moment be broken and annulled, and of na 
veight: neverthelefs we fhall punifh fuch by cor- 
poral punifliment and confifcations, as violators of 
the peace, if the cafe Ihould require it, or it fhould 
appear reafonable : and if we fliould encourage or 
fiilff^r. any thing to be done hurtful to the peace 
(w'hich God forbid), we are willing to be counted 
aft ^lars and difloyal, and alfo to fuffer in this cafe 
fech blame and difrepute, as a facred king ought ta 
itndergo for fuch condud : and we fwear upon the 
body of Jesus Christ to conclude, ^ maintain and 
\fep the aforefaid treaty, and neither by ourfelves 
nbr others to depart from it for any caufe or reafon 
]Sii:Jiatfpeyer. And in order that thefe premifes may 
fee concluded and maintained, we bind ourfelves, 
our heirs, pur property, and the property of our 
l^eUr^, over to our faid brother the king of France, 
^d to his heirs, and fwear by the holy Evangelifts, 
j^ily touched by us, that we will complete, . con-r 
j^ude and preferve (according to the articles afore-, 
fald) all the preceding conditions by us promifed 
and agreed to, as is before mentioned. . And we 
-wrll^ that in cafe our brother, or his deputies at the? 
place and time, and in the manner before dated, do 
his duty, that from that time our prefent letters, 
and whatever is comprehended in them, fhould 
have as much force, effed and vigour as any of our 
other letters fhall have that have been promifed ancj 
granted by us, as has been already faid ; faving, 
bowever, juid reserving for us, our heirs and iucr 
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ceflbrs, that the letter's above incorporated (ball haver 
no effeft, . nor be of any prejudice or damage until 
our faid brother and nephew fliall have performed, 
fent and given the above renunciations in the mm^ 
ner before fpecified; and therefore they (hall not 
avail themfelves of them againft us, our heirs and 
fucceiTors, in any manner but in the cafe above 
mentioned. 

In teftimony of which, we have caufed our feal 
to be put to thefe prefent letters, given at Calais 
this twentieth day of Odober, in the year of grace 
and of our Lord one thoufand three hundred and 
fixty. 

When this private charter (which is called letter 
of renunciation, as well from one king as the other) 
was written, engrofied and fealed, it was read and 
publiihed generally in the council chamber, when 
the two above named kings were prefent with their 
counfellors. It appeared to each to be handfome, 
good, well didated and well ordered; and then 
again the two faid kings and their two faid eldefl: 
fons, fwore upon the holy Evangelifts, bodily 
touched by them, and upon the facred body of 
Jesus Christ, to conclude, keep and maintain, 
and not to infringe any of the articles included in it. 

Afterwards, by the advice and deliberation of the 
kipg of France and his council, and towards the 
end of the conference, the king of England was 
requefted to make out and give a general commiffion 
to all thofe who for the time, and under fhadow of 
the war, held towns, caftles and forts in the king- 
dpni of France, th^ they may have knowledge qf 
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%hat had pafied, i^dth orders to gite them up and 
quit them. The king 6E England, who was dn* 
cerely defirous of maintaining a good underftanding 
and peace between himfelf and the king of France 
his broths, as he had before fwom and promifed ^ 
Teadily acceded to this requeft, which he thonght 
reafonable. He ordered his people to make it oiit 
in the cleareit manner they could, to the fatisfil£lioa 
of the king of France and his council. The mod able 
of the counfetlors of the two kings aforefaid united^ 
and then was drawn up, written and engroffed by 
tie advice of each other, a commiffion^ the tenor of^ 
which is underneath. 

£dward, by the grace of God, king of England, 
lord of Ireland and of Aqintaine, to all our captains, 
go v ernors of towns and caflles, adherents and allied 
being in parts of France, as well in Picardy, in 
Burgundy, in Anjou, in Berry, in Normandy, htk 
Brittany, in Auvergne, in Chs^npagne, or Maine; 
2a Toundne, and within the boundaries and limits 
of France, greeting. As peace and concord is now 
dtabfiflied between us, our aHieS and adhetents on 
Ae one part, and our dear brother the king of 
A^ce^ his dlfes and adherents on the other part, 
in regard to all quarrels or dilcords which we may 
Bficve had in times paft ; and having f^om upon the 
body of Jfksirs^ Chikist, as wtU our dear eldeft fon 
and dtltei5s*dur ciriMteil, and thofe of our blood, as 
Iffi:ie\^ many pndates, barons and knights, aiid the 
jtttflcipaf men* of our kingdom ; and alfo our faid 
lirather, and^ our nephew the duke of Normandy, 
m^ oar other* nepftews his children, with many 
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lyarons, knights and prelates of the faid kingdom of 
France, to maintain and fiimly keep die peace : aind 
as it may fall out or happen that ibme varriorsfront 
our kingdom, or other of our fubjeds, may endtt* 
vcmr to do or undertake things contrary to the fidd 
peace by taking.or detaining forts, fownSy cities and 
caftks, or in pillaging and arrefting peifcns, and 
taking from them their goods^ merchandife or odier 
thmgs, ading againft the faid peace (the whkh vrSl 
highly difpleafe us, and we cannot nor will not 
Aiffer it, nor pafs it over under any fort of difiem* 
bling). We, willing to remedy thefe afbrefaid dungs 
with all our power, wifh, defire and ordain, by the 
deliberation of our council, that none of our fab^ 
je&6 or allies, whatever their ftate or condition mxf 
be, do, or endeavour to do, any thing contrary to 
die faid peace, by pillaging, takmg or detainmg 
fofiB, perfons or goods of any fixrt in the kingdom 
<^ Fhmce, or belonging to onr find fargdier, hib 
iubjedb, allies or adherenla whomfbever. Andiis 
cafe there fliould be found any one diat ads con trar y 
to this &id peace, and who doea not ccafe £tom b 
doing, nor riders back the damages he may haw 
committed within the fpace of one month from, die 
time he (hall be required fo to do by any of our 
officers, ilnjeauits or public perfons, §or diia aA 
akme, without other fUit or condemnadon, be jfliatt 
be reputed baniflied from our realm and from mat 
prote&ion, as well as frx>m the kingdom audi StssiM 
tories of our faid brother ; all hts goods confifcaisdl 
;md fubjeded to our govesnaace; and if be Aoiikl 
^ found in our kingdom^ we command aind «» 
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prefsly will^ that puhifhment ihoUld be infli£ted on 
him, as a ripbdi- and traitor to us, according to the 
caftomary^punifliment for leze majefte, without any 
pardon, gmce or. iremiilion : and we will that the 
lime be dcai^ taxmr fubjeSs, of whatever condition 
they may l?e^- who, in our kingdom on either fide 
df:the fe^,. fliall feize, occupy or detain any fotts 
whatever contrary to the will of thofe to whom they 
belong j or who fhall burn orranfom towns or per- 
ftms, and Ihall pillage or be guilty of robberies, or 
who fhall ftir up- wars within our realm agaiftft our 
fubjefts. 

f We therefore, order, OTmmand and exprefsly en- 
join all our fenefchals, bailiffs, provofts, captains of 
caftles or others-our officers^ under pain of incurring 
our high difj^eafure, and of lofmg their offices, that 
they proclaim, or caufe to be proclaimed, thefe 
pfrdents in the moil public places of their di{tri£ts> 
bafliwicks, proVoftfhips and caftlewicks; and that no 
one, after having feen and heard this proclamation, 
remain in any fort which belongs to the kingdom, of 
Fiance, except according to the tenor of the treaty 
of ; peace, under pain of being confidered as an 
eniaray to us and to our aforefaid brother the king 
of France ; and that they, in all the aforefaid points, 
conform to, preferve and make to be ftriftly 
dbferved every particular. And be it known to all, 
ttert if /they: fiail,'or are negligent, in addition to the 
punifhment aforefaid, we will make them pay the 
]i>fies.tb all thofe who through- their fault or neglefl; 
tmfhsiyc b^en aggrieved, ox fuffered any lofs j ai^d 
Vitth.tWs Wfe will pwift them in fiich a inanner 
W?:-.. . that 
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that they ihall be atn example to all others: in: 
teftimony whereof; we "have hadthefe letters patent 
drawn up) given at Calais the 24th day of Ofto- 
ber, in the year of graice and of our Lord 1360. 



CHAP. CCXI. 

THE TRANSACTIONS OF THE TWO KINGS OF' 

* FRANCE AND ENGLAND, WHEN AT CALAIS,' 

REdPECTING THE DUCHY OF BRITTANY A^XS 

SOME LANDS OF THE LATE GODFREY DE HAR- 

COURT, KING JOHN SETS OUT FROM C'aLAIS 

AND RETURNS HOME IN FREEDOM. 

* 

TTTHEN all thefe letters had been drawn up, and: 
the different commiffions delivered, which- 
were, mutually done by the advice and to the. latis* 
fadion of each other, there was fome converfation' 
refpe&ing fir Charles le Blois and fir John de 
Mqntfort, and the (late of Brittany, for each of theia 
claimed it as their right of inheritance : and though 
there Avas a conference holden, how thefe matters 
could^ .be fettled, nothing was definitively done j- 
for, as. I. have fince been informed, the king of 
England and his party had no great defire of agree- 
ing to it. • > 
They prefumed, that henceforv^'ard all men at; 
arms attached to them would be obliged to furren- 
der every fprt and ftrong place which they at prer^ 
fent held and poffeffed in the kingdom of France, 
and that they would retire to whatever parts they ^ 
chofe: it was therefore much better, and more 

pro- 
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prcficabk that thcfe w»rk>rs and pilkgeiv Acmld 
I'edre into the duchy oi Brktany, vrfaich is one of 
the richeft aifd beil foraging countries in the wofld^ 
than that they ihould come to England^ ^hich 
might be pillaged and robbed by them. 

This confideration made the Englifh fhortly break 
up the conference refpe£tifig Brittany. It was a 
pity, and ill done that it fo happened ^ for, if the 
two kings had been in earned^ peace would have 
been eftabC(hed, by the advice of their counfeUors, 
between the parties, tod each would have held 
what Ihould have been given him. Sir Charles 
de Blew would have recovered his children^ who 
were prifoners in England, and probably have 
lived longer thsft he Sd^ As nodiin^ v^as 
done at this coiifefisnte, the wars in Nottnandy 
were inore bittferly carried on Aaii befbre'lite pieace 
we have juft fpoken of (as you wlft hekr m the cort^ 
tfcmance of this hiftory), arid even betweeri the 
knights and barons of BrittsUiy trho had fapp6ttedl 
difierent interefts. 

The duke of LancaftSr (who was z vafiaitt and 
dbfereet knight, fulf of devices, and who too flfrdflgly 
Ibved the count de Montfbrt and his advancetfietff^ 
thcttiddrefletf himfelf to (fee kirtg of iPrattce, in! rile 
prefence of the king of England and the grea«^' 
p«ft of the cotmfeHbrs; •Sire, the tnicesi ofViiu 
Ifettf , whfeh were^ made an* agteed* tto^ before Re*- 
IM^.wifi not expire before the firit of dieenftiii^' 
niMilfr ofMay t then, or within* t&at time, die'kini^ 
ov Lwd^wilF fend, bf tife advice^of^hii^ councff, 
porfbns fiwmhimv and frem hir foi&JnJaw tHe yovm^ 
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doke, fir John de Montlort, to you in France, and 
tfaey fhall have power and authority to explain and 
declare thofe rights the liaud fir John claims from the 
inheritance of his father in the duchy of Brittany^ 
and accept them in fuch manner as you, your coun- 
lellors and ours ailembled together*, (hall ordain i 
for greater lafety, it is proper the truces fliould be 
prolpiiged until the feaft of St. John the Baptift 
oext eofuing/ All this was agreed to, as the duke 
of li^lK^er had propofed, and then the lords coa- 
toied on different matters. 

Ki^g Mxa^ who had a great defire to return fii» 
France (as was natural), teftified moft heartily ta 
the king of England every proof of that affe£kio» 
whftch hehad for him and for his nephew the prince 
of Wales : the king of England made an equal re- 
turn.: aad,. for a ilronger confirmation of their 
fiiendflup,.the two kings (who by the articles called 
€9cb other Brother^ gstve to four knights of each 
(arty eight thoufand francs, French money, of re* 
venuje^ that is to fay, two thoufand to each* 

And becaufe the lands of St»Sauveur le Vicomte^ 
h Coutantin, came to the king of England from fk 
Godfrey d^ Harcourt by the &le the laid fir Godr 
finsy had made of them to. the king, as has been be^ 
lore related in this hiftory, and that the faid lands 
wers not included in, the articles of. peace,, it wa& 
i^oeiJSiry for thole who ftould hold the laid kndsr 
to. do. honjige and fervice ta the kmg of Fcaace:: 
« die. king of England, therefore, had referved and 
given it to fir Jqhn Chdndos,^wfao haddone him and 
^,chi}dr^ many notable fevvices i and- thee king: 

q£: F»iKeiii;thimg{k b^ 
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firmed and fealed it, at the mtreaty of the king 
of England, to the faid fir John Chandos, as hi^ 
right and la\yful inheritance. It is a very fair eftate, 
and worth full fixteen hundred francs ofyearly rent. ' 

In addition to thefe things, many other letters 
and alliances were made, of which I cannot relate 
the particulars ; for, during the fifteen days oi* 
thereabouts, that the two kings, their children 
and their counfell6rs, were at Calais, there were 
every day conferences, and new ordinances made, 
ftrengthening and confirming the peace ; and, 
moreover, other deeds were drawn up, without 
annulling or changing the former ones; and they 
were all made to one date, as more fure and cer- 
tain, of which I have feen copies in the chanceries 
of the two kings. 

When every thing relative to the peace had been 
fo concluded and fettled, that no one could think 
of any means to ftrengthen or amend it, and that 
nothing could be devifed to add to the jftrong al- 
liance between the two kings and their children, 
which bound them, and by which they had fwom 
io maintain the peace from being infringed, which 
was indeed kept, as you will hereafter fee in read- 
ing this book ; and that thofe who were to be the 
noftages for the redemption of the king of France 
were arrived at Calais, whom the king of England 
had fwom to guard in peace in England, until the 
fix hundred .thoufand francs* were paid to the 
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^e peace of Breciguy in 13^60^ in Rymeri particular men- 
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dcquides of the kmg of England, that king gave to 
the )dng pf France a mod magnificent and grand 
{upper in th,e caftje of Calais : it was well arranged f 
and the children of the king, and the duke of Laa- 
f after ynih fhe greateft barons of England waited 
^re headed. 

After this fupper, the two noble kings took final 
le^yeof each other in a mod gracious and affe£Uonate 
in^^nner, ai^ the king of France returned t9 his h6teL 

Qt^ the mozTow, which was the vigil of St. Sif 
PQn and St. Ju4e^ the king of France fct out frpoj^ 
Calsus, with all thofe of his party who were to ac- 

co^npany him*. The king of France went on foot, 

*- ■ ■ ■■■,.., ■ I .1 . I I 

tion is made of the value of the crown, two of which ftailbo 
^ordi aa £ngH(h noble. 

.^4th,artick*— ^ It is agreed that the Jcixi|r of Fraii<^e.flia|l 
pay to the king jof England three millions of aro^ns fff(Af^ 
4^^ of'^hichjhafl be of the value (jfan Enjjflt/h nohU 

• Aqd there fhall be paid to the faid king of England, cr 
"'s deputies, fix hundred thoufand crowns at Calaisf infouf- 
^^^utisifrom the tunc the king of ^r^nce (hall be nt CaljU$* 

• Aa^ within the next jW f nfuiQg, there ihall be fj6d 
/"^liif ^fi4ced tbpft&nd croWftS of the h^ym val^i^, ip y^ 
^^y of Lon^gn* 

• And from thenceforward, every follcwine year, four 
>^^^red thoufand crowns, like to the above^ (hall be paid in 
-^^^ faid city, until ibch tipic ^ thu ;rfbi«CiiiI ^thi^e amlliws 

.<Ac9prdin|^ tp Cotj^rgve, a Qpbjie in his tirn/; w^s |irj}r^ 
5ft een (hillings. 

• Froiffart feems to haVe been mrftaken as to the day ki^ 
^foliA left Calais* when he lays it was the eve of ^c.'Slmita 
Mlkd jgt. Jtt^ep the 27th QUober ; for in aa ancient S^Xf.fi 
^rittMjr, by Nicholas Vignier, page 3^3, there is a IjJtfjf 
t&^om king John* dated Boulogne fuif mer> O^ober 26, 13^'. 
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in pilgrimage to our Lady of Boulogne. The 
prince of Wales and his two brothers, Lionel and 
Edmund, accompanied him ; and in this manner 
they arrived, before dinner, at Boulogne, where 
they were received with great joy. The duke of 
Normandy was there waiting for them, when aH 
thefe aforefaid lords went on foot to the church of 
our Lady of Boulogne, where they made their 
bflferings moft devoutly, and afterwards returned 
to the abbey at Boulogne, which had been prepared 
for the reception of the king of France and the 
princes of England. 

They remained there that day, and on the fol* 
lowing night returned to the king their father. 

All thefe lords croffed the fea together, with the 
hoftages from France: it was the vigil of All- 

" Saints, in the year 1360. ' 

It is proper that I fhould name the nobles of 

. France who went to England as hoftages for the 
king of France. Firft, fir Philip, duke of Orleans, 
fon of the late king Philip of France ; his two 
nephews, the dukes of Anjou and Berry : after them 
the duke of Bourbon, the count d*Alen5on, fir 

John d'Eftampes, Guy de Blois, for his brother 

'the count Louis de Blois : the count de St. Pol, 
the count de Harcourt, the count dauphin of Au- 
vergnej fir Enguerrant^ lord of Coucy ; fir John 
de Ligny ; the count de Porcien, the count de 

-Breme, the lord of Montmorency, the lord of 
Roye, the lord of Preaux, the lord d'Eftoufevflle, 

'the lord de Clerite?, the lord de St. Venant, the 
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lord de la Tour d' Auvergne, and many others, but I 
cannot name them all *. 

There were alfo from the good city of Paris, from 
Rouen, Rheims, Bourges in Berry, Tours in Tou* 
raine, Lyon upon the Rhone, Sens in Burgundy^ 
Orleans, Troyes in Champagne, Amiens, Beauvais^ 
Anas, Toumay, Caen in Normandy, St. Omer^ 
L^llle, Douay, from each city two or four buN 
gefles, who all crofled the fea, and fhortly arrived 
in London f. 

The king of England commanded all his officers, 
under pain of incurring his difpleafure, to behave 
courteouily to all thefe lords and their attendants, 
and to preferve peace between them and his fub* 
\eStSj as they were under his fpecial care. 

The king's orders were ftridly obeyed in 
every refpeft ; and the hoftages were allowed to 
enjoy themfelves, without any danger or molefta« 



* In the fifteenth article, in Rymer, they are mentioned 
M underoeath : 

Monfieur Louis, comte d'Anjou ; M. Jean, comte de 
Poitiers ; !e due d'Orl^ans ; le due de Bourbon ; le comte de 
Blots, ou fon firere ; le comte d'Alen9on,ou M. Pierre d'Alen- 
{on ion frere ; le comte de St* Pol , le comte de Harcourt ; 
le comte de Portien ; le comte de Valentinois ; le comte de 
Breme ; le comte de Vaudemont ; le comte de Forez ; le vi- 
comte de Beaumont ; le fire de Couci ; le fire de Frenles ; le fire 
de Preaus; le fire de St. Venant ; le fire de Gauntrines ; le 
dauphin d'Auvergne ; le fire de Hangeft ; le fire de Mont- 
morency ; monfire Guillaume de Craon ; monfire Louis de 
Harcourt ; monfire Jean de Ligny^ 

t Chalonsi Chartres, Touloufe, Compiegne, are men- 
tionedf in addition to thofe of Froifiart, in the treaty in 

F a tion. 
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tite, in the city of London and its ndghbouAood. 
The lords followed the chafe or hawking, accords 
ing to their pleafure, and rode out as they pleafed to 
irifit the ladies without any conftraint, for the idaag 
wtiS right coiiirteous and amiable. 

We will now %eak a little of the king of Franfce 
idd hfe arrival at Boulogne, after he had quitted 



CHAP. CCXIl. 

tJbkiriwrissloNER^ ai>pointed on sorb sides 't6 

SEE THE GARRISOl^S IN THE KINGDOM *04? 
JfRANCE EVACUATED.— DIFFEKENT BODIES <* 
ARMED ME^ OVERRUN THE KINGDOM, AND 
DO MITCH talSCHlEF. 

TTHE king of France did not remain loxig at 
Boulogne, but fet out foon after All-faints, 
and went to Montreuil and Hefdin : he continued 
Hiiis journey until he came to Amiens ; and wherever 
he paflibd he was moft magnificently and honorably 
received. After he had remained at Amiens undl 
Chriftmas was pafled, he fet out for Paris, wheiji he 
was folemnly and reverently met by all the clergy 
of Paris, and conducted to the palace*, where he 

dif- 



* Palace. — I believe the king of France's palace at that 
time was the h6tel de Neile. I fifid, by Villaret^s Wftfiry, 
that he was lodged there after hb coronation at Rbeinis. 

This h6tel was built on the banks of the Seine, where tlie 
hdtel de Nevers was afterwards conftruAedi and nearly ms^Q 

the 
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d^atamted^ as did fu* Philip his fan, and all the 
nobles who accompanied him. The dinner was 
grandly magnificent, and the tables well covered ; 
bat I can never tell how warmly the king of France 
was received on his return to his kingdom, by all 
forts of people, for he was much wifhed for. They 
made him rich gifts and prefents, and the prelate^ 
and barons of the realm feafled and entertained him^ 
as became his condition ; and the king gave them a 
moft gracious reception. 

Soon after king John was returned to Francei 
the commiffioners appointed by the king of England 
crofled the fea, to take poffefTion of the lands, coun« 
tries, counties, bailiwicks, cities, towns and caftles, 
that were to be given up to him, according to' the 
articles of the peace. But this was not fo foon accom* 
plifhed ; for many of the nobles in Languedoc at firik 
sft>folutely refiifed to obey them, or to furrender 
themfelves to the king of England, though the 
king of France had acquitted them of their fidelity 
and homage to him; for they thought it highly 
contrary and adverfe to their interefts to be obliged 
to obey the Englifh. The count de la Marche, the 
count de Perigord, the count de Comminges, the 
vifcount de Chatillon, the vifcount de Carmaing, 
the lord of Pincornet, ini^ particular, with many 



Aiftdbi 



the fcite which the College Mazarine and the hotel de Conti 
now occupy. 

Tbis h6tel mud be didinguifhed from another hotel de 
Ibikf yirhlch .was built at the fame time. This fecond h6t€l 
4e Kefle was fituated on the fpot where the hotel de Soiffons 
was builtf and which was demolifhed 1 747* ^ 

^ 3 others 
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Others in the diftant countries wondered much that 
the king of France fhould force them from his 
jurifdiftion. Others faid, it was not in his power 
thus to free them ; and it was not his right fo to do ; 
for, as they were Gafcons, they had very old 
charters and privileges from the noble Charlemagne 
(who was king of France), which placed them 
imder the jurifdidion of his court, and of no other. 
On which account, thefe lords would not at firft 
yield obedience to the commiffioners ; but the king 
of. France, who wiflied to uphold and maintain 
what he had fworn and fealed, fent thither his dear 
cxDufin fir James de Bourbon, who appeafed the 
greater part of thefe nobles ; and tjiofe who were 
bounden became liege men to the king of England j 
fuch as the count d'Armagnac, the lord d'Albret 
and many others, who at the intreaties of the king 
of France and of fir James de Bourbon, obeyed, 
but very unwillingly. 

On the other hand, it was very difpleafing to the 
barons, knights and inhabitants of the towns on the 
fea-coaft, and in the country of Poitou, the Rochel- 
lois and all Saintonge, that they fhould be given up 
to the Englifh : in particular thofe in the town of 
la Rochelle would not confent to it: they made 
frequent excufes, and vg)uld not, for upwards of a 
year, fuflfer any Englifhman to enter their town* 
The letters were very affefting which they wrote to 
the king of France, befeeching him, by the love of 
God, that he would never liberate them from their 
fidelity, nor feparate them from his government 
and place them in the hands of ftrangers ; for they 

would 
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would prefer being taxed every year one half of 
what they were worth, rather than be in the hands 
oftheEnglifli. 

The king of France (who knew their good will 
and loyalty, and had frequently received their ex- 
cufes) felt great pity for them ; he wrote, therefore, 
very aflFe£tionate letters, and fent to inform them^ 
that it was neceflary they (hould obey, or otherwife 
the peace would be infringed, which would be too 
prejudicial to the kingdom of France. 

When the inhabitants of la Rochelle received 
thefe letters, and faw the fituation they were in, that 
neither excufes, prayers nor intreaties were of any 
avail, they obeyed ; but it was fore againft their in- 
clinations. The principal perfons of the town faid, 
* We will honor and obey the Englifti, but our 
hearts fhall never change.' 

Thus had the king of England feifin and pof- 
fellion of the duchy of Aquitaine, the counties of 
Poitou and Guignes, and of all thofe lands which 
he was to have beyond fea, that is to fay in the 
kingdom of France, which were given to him by the 
articles . of the peace. This year fir John Chandos 
croffed the fea, as regent and lieutenant of the king of 
England, to take poflefTion of all the lands aforefaid, 
and receive the faith, fidelity and homage of the 
counts, vifcounts, barons, knights, towns and caftles : 
he inftituted every where fenefchals, bailiffs and 
officers according to his will, and fixed his relidence 
at Niort. 

Sir John kept a noble and great eftablilhment ; 
and he had the means of doing it ; for the king of 

F 4 Eng. 
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Etigland, who loved him much, wiflied it flioiild be. 
fo. He was certainly worthy of it ; for he was a 
fweet tempered knight, courteous, benign, atniable, 
liberal, courageous, prudent and loyal in all,a^rs, 
and bore himfelf valiantly on every occafiotii : there 
ifras; none more beloved and efteemed by the kiHghtsi 
sthd ladies of his time. 

Whilft the commidioiiet^ and deputies of the 
Kng of England were taking feifin and poffeflion of 
the aforefaid lands, according to the articles of 
peace, other commiffioners and deputiies were on 
die frontiers of France with commiffioners froth that 
king, orderiiig all liien at arms, who were gar- 
rifoned in the different caflles and forts of France, 
to evacuate and furrender them to the king of 
I'rance, under pain of confifcation and death. 

There were fome knights and fquires attached to 
England who obeyed, and furrendered, or made 
their companions furrender, fuch forts as they held : 
but there were others who would not obey, faying 
that they made war in the name of the king of 
Navarre. 

There were alfo fome from differient countries, 
who were great captains and pillagers, that would 
hot, on any account, leave the country ; fuch as 
Germans, Brabanters, Flemiiigs, Hainaulters, CaT- 
cons and bad Frenchmen, who had been im- 
poverifhed by the war : thefe perfons perfevered in 
fh 3ir wickednefs, and did afterwards much mifchief 
to the kingdom. 

When th? captains of the forts had handfomely 
deKvered them up, with all they contained, they 

marched 
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imarcked off*, and^ when in the plain, they difnuHedl 

their people: but thofe who had been fo long 

accuftomed to pillage, knowing wetl diat thenr 

return home would not be advantageous for ttiexn, 

but that they might perhaps fu^er for the ba4 

adions they had committed, atfembled together^ 

and chofe new leaders from the worft diipofeJi 

among them. They then rode on, one party 

following the other, and made their firfl: ftand in 

Burgundy and Champagne, where they formed 

iarge fquadrons and companies, which were called 

the Late*comers, becaufe as yet they had but little 

pillaged that part of the kingdom' of France. They 

fuddaily came before and took the fort of loin« 

vilie*, with great wealth in it, which the whot^ 

country round had brought thither, confiding m 

the ftrength of the place. When thefe troops found 

fuch riches as were valued at a hundred thoufand 

irancs^ they divided it amongO: them as Far as k 

^uld go, ahd held the caftle for ^ time^ from 

whence they fcoured all the country of Ghampagnei 

the bifliopricks of Verdun, Toul and Langres ; but> 

when they had plundered fufficiently, , they de- 

parted) and fold the cadle of JoinviUe to th^ inha« 

bttants of the cotintry for one thoufand francs. 

They then entered Burgundy, where they re- 
pofed and refreshed themfelves until they were sdl 
coIled:ed, and did many bad and villainous actions ; 
for they had amottg them ferae knights md fijuires 

• Joinville,— an .ancient town it, Chamfpagilfey on the 
Marae, diocefe of Chaions. 

of 
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of that country, who advifed and conduced them. 
They remained fome time in the neighbourhood 
of Etefan9on, Dijon and Beaune, defpoiling every 
where, for none went out to oppofe them. They 
alfo took the good town of Guerchey* in the 
Beaunois, which they facked, arid remained for a 
time near Vergy f, on account of the fertility of 

/ that country. Their numbers were perpetually 
increafing; for thofe who quitted the caftles and 
towns on their being furrendered, and who were 
• difbanded by their captains, came into thofe parts ; 
fo that by Lent they amounted to at leaft fixteen 
thoufand combatants. 

When they found their numbers fo great, they 
appointed many captains, whom all obeyed implicitly. 
I am able to name fome of their greateft leaders ; 
and firft a knight from Gafcony, called fir Seguin. 
de Batefol, who had under his command two 
thoufand combatants. There were alfo Tallebert 
Tallabaton, Guy du Pin, Efpiote, le petit Mechin, 
Battailler, Hannequin ■Fran9ois, le Bourg de 

fr TEfpare, Nandoz de Bauguerant, le Bourgcamus, 
le Bourg de Breteuil, la Nuyt, le Scot, Arbre- 
thouny, PAUemant, Bourdonelle |, Bernard de la 
Salle, Robert Briquet, Camelle, Aimenon d'Ortige, 
Garfiot du Chatel, Gironet du Paux, I'Ortingo de 
la Salle and many others. 



* A village in Champagne, near Joigny. 
f Vergy, — a village of Burgundy, bailiwick of Nuits. 
J Q^ if this do not mean the Scot Aberthouny, and the 
German Bourdonnelk ^ 

Thefe 



75 

Thefe leaders, about the middle of Lent, refolved 
that they would advance with their forces towards 
Avignon, and pay a vifit to the pope and cardinals** 
They therefore traverfed the country of Burgundy 
and Mafcon, making for the rich and fertile 
country of Foretz, and for Lyon fituate on thei 
Rh6ne. 

When the king of France was informed in what 
manner thefe free booting troops overran and pfl* 
laged his kingdom, he was mightily enraged. It 
was dated, by fpecial orders of the counc'l, to his 
majesty, that unlefs thefe bands were repreffed, they 
would multiply fo much and do fuch mifchief, 
to judge from what they had already done, that the 
kingdom of France would fuflfer equally as during 
the war with the Englifh. The council, therefore, 
advifed the king to feud a fufEcient force to fight 
them. 

The king, in confequence, wrote efpecial letters to 
hi$ coufin the lord James de Bourbon *, (who was 
at that time in the town of Montpelier, and hdji^ 

* Lord James dc Bourbon. Count de la Marche receivea 
from king John, to whonn he was always frtithful, the county 
of Ponthieu and the dignity of conftable. He was famous in 
three battles : firft in that of Crecy, where he was wonnded ; 
next in that of Poitiers, when he was taken prifoner ; and 
laftly in that of Brignano, where he conquered. But foon 
after, a company of difbanded foldiers ravaging Champagnt 
and the Lyonnois, lord James was fent againft them, when, 
being overpowered by numbers, he and his fon Peter were 
mortally wounded, and died three days afterwards at Lyoii, 
6th April 1 ^Sz.'^^/inderfan*! Royal Genealogies, 

I fufpedt, however there is fome miftake, and that Brignano 
means Brignais, when he was mortally wounded. 

lately 
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btdy put fir John Chandos in full poflfeiTion of the 
CitieB, lands, towns and . caftles of the duchy of 
Guieime, as has been before mentioned,) ordering 
him to put himfel£ at the head of the force that was 
to be fent againft thefe freebooters, and to take a fuf* 
ficient number of men at arms to give them combat. 

When the lord James de Bourbon received thefe 
drders, he fet off immediately for the city of Agen *, 
x^hout flopping any where, and fent off letters and 
mefTengers to the nobles, knights and fquires, re- 
quiring, in the king's name, their inflant attendance* 
Every one mofl willingly obeyed his orders, and 
followed him to the city of Lyon j for be was eager 
to fight with thefe wicked people. 

The lord James of Bourbon was much beloved 
lihroughout the kingdom of France, and all mofl 
cheerfully obeyed his orders. Knights and fquires, 
therefore, came to him from all quarters; from 
Auvergne, from Limoufin, Provence, Savoy and 
.Dauphine. On the other hand, many attended him 
firom the duchy of Burgundy, whom the young 
diike of Burgundy had fent to him. 

This army began its march, making no halt at 
Lyon, but advanced into the county of Mafcon, 
The lord James entered the county of Foretz, which 
was dependant on his fifler in right of her children, 
for the count de Foretz was lately dead, and was 
governed by Reginald de Foretz, in the interim. 



♦ Agen is a confiderable city in Guienne, the capkal of 
tbe Agenois, twenty-eight leagues from Touloufe, and thirty- 
fuc from Bourdeaux. 

who 
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vho waa brother to the late count. He received the 
lord James and his company \irith great joy, and 
&a(ted them in the befl manner he was able. The 
tf¥0 nephews of the lord James de Bom-bon were 
at home : he prefented them to him, who received 
them very gracioully, and ordered them to be pofted 
near his perfon, that they might aid to defend their 
country. 

The free companies were advancing towards thif 

naghbourhood ; for thofe who were at Chalons * 

upon the Saone and near to Toumus f, and in that 

fertile country, having heard that the French were 

aflembling an army to fight with them, their captains 

called a council, to determine what (leps they 

ibould take. They made a muiler of their troops, 

and foimd they amounted, one with another, to 

fvxteen thoufand combatants. They then refolved 

to go and meet the French, who were fo deiirous of 

it, and to offer them battle, in fuch fituations only 

as would be for their advantage, but upon no other 

term3» * If fortune,' faid they, * Ihould be fiivor-^ 

able to us, we may all be rich, and at our eale for n 

long time, as well by the valuable prlfoners we ibaU 

make, as from the fear we excite ; for no more troops 

will be hardy enough to come againft us : but, if we 

lofe the battle, we (haJl have hard blows for pur 

pay.' This refplution was adopted: they broke 

up their camp, and marched towards the mnnntqini^ 



• Chalons,— an ancient town in Burgundy, twenty-nine 
leagues from Lyon. 

f Tournus, — an ancient town of Burgundy, on the Saone> 
in the road from Lyon to Dijon. 

in 
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m order to penetrate into the county of Foretz : 
they came to the river Loire, and, in their road, to 
a good town called Charlieu*, in the bailiwick 
of Mafcon, which they furrounded and attacked. 
They exerted themfehres to take it by allault, 
which employed them a whole day, but they could 
(io nothing, for it was well defended and guarded 
by the gentlemen of the country, who had flung 
themfelves into the town ; otherwife it would have 
been won. 

They then marched off, and revenged themfelves 
on the eftates of the lord of Beaujeu, which were, 
near, and where they did very confiderable mifchief, 
and entered the diocefe of Lyon. 

As they advanced, they took all the frtialler forts, 
and lodged themfelves in them, and did much 
damage wherever they pafled. They took a caftle 
and a lord and lady in it ; which caftle was called 
Brignaist, and is fituate on the Rhone, three 
leagues from Lyon. There they halted and took 
up their quarters, for they were informed that the 
French army was drawn out in the plain in order of 
battle. 



* Charlieu,— a town of the Lyonnois. 

f Brignais, — In all my old editions, and in lord Berncr^s 
tranflation, it is Brunay : but Denys Sauvage is ccrtainl7 
.right to alter it to Brignais. 
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CHAP. CCXIII. 

THE I.ORD JAMES DE BOURBON AND HIS ARMY ARR 
DSPBATED BY THESE FREEBOOTING COMPANIES. 
THE POPE ORDERS A CROISADE TO BE PRO- 
CLAIMED, AFTER THEY HAVE TAKEN THE 
PONT DU ST. ESPRIT, AND FINDS MEANS TO 
GET RID OP THEM. 

TTHE men at arms, affembled under the lord 
James de Bourbon, were in the city of Lyon 
upon the Rh6ne, when they heard that thefe com- 
panies were 'approaching in great ftrength, and had 
taken by affauk the town and caftle of Brignais, as^ 
well as feveral others, and were pillaging and ruin- 
.ing the whole country. 

This was very unpleafant news to the lord James, 
who had taken the management of the eftates of 
the county of Foretz for his nephews, as well as to 
all the other chiefs. I'hey immediately took the 
field, and were a numerous body of men at arms, 
knights and fquires. They fent out their fcouts for 
intelligence refpedting thefe companies, to know 
where they were, that they might find them. 

I muft now mention the grand trick which thefe 
free companies played. They were encamped upon 

a high mountain *, on the fummit of which there 

^ ■ II.. , I • i > 1 1 ■■ 

* A high mountain. — Denys SauvHge has written a long 
note to fay, that he had vifited this fpot m i<;s^' ^^^ t^^^ it 
t>ught not to be called a high mountain, for it was but a 
hillock. This FroiHart himfelf allows in the following lines, 
where the fcouts call it a * tertre.' D. Sauvage fays, the place 
correfponds to the defcripcion, and that different weapons 
hare been found in the^ adjoining grounds. 

7 was 
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•was a plain that could not be feen : in this place they 
had pofted the greater part of their army, and 
pwnttfed the French fcaut$ to come fo njsjur^ rtiey 
coaU have tal^u tbeni if they had choiep if^ ^ut 
Jl^ey were allowed to return unhurt. 

They ii;ifo^-med the Jord Jame$ de Bourbon, ,the 
«oui>t d*Ufe^5 the lord Reginajd .de Foret;z: j|ind 
thofe lords who had fent them, all they had obf^ryed 
and heard, adding, * we have feen the companies 
drawn up in array upon a hillock, and, accordi^ig 
to our Tjnderft^mdm^, well formed j but, iiaving 
attentively confidered them, they caimot be morfe 
than five or fix thoufand men, and feem marvel- 
loufly ill anned/ 

When lord James de Bourbon heard this, he fai4 
to the arcbprieft, ' You told me they amounted to 
,at fe^ fixteen thoufand combatants, ajid you npw 
liear the contrary.* * My lord,* anfwered he, * I 
ftill think they are not lefs in number : if it iho\ild 
be otherwife, we may thank God for it, and it i$ (b 
jo^uch th,e better for us : yoji will therefore deternjinp 
what you will do/ ' In the name of God,' faid 
the lord Jjgnes, * we will gp and fight them/ 

The lord James ordered all the banjiers and 
^ennpns to halt immediately, and formed his bat- 
talions in gQpd order to begui the qombat, fqr they 
law their enemies before them. He then created 
,xnany new knights : the fyH wa3 his eldeft Ton 
Peter, who difplayed his banner ; . his j^^phew, tlje 
young count de Foretz, did the fame ; the lc»rd of 
Tpurnon, the lord de Molinier, and -tfie lord de 
QxoMe in Dauphine. A^.ppjg the nobility, there 

were fn: Loui$ m^ fur Koi^exX 4e ]Mu^» 4^ 

Louis 
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tbuis de Chalons, fir Hugh de Vienne, the count 
d*Ufez, and many other worthy knights and fquires, 
eager to advance to the combat, both for then: own 
honor and to deftroy thefe freebooters, who were 
wafting the country without right or reafon. 

The archprieft, whofe name v/as Amaut de 
Cervole, was ordered to take the command of the 
firft battalion. He willingly obeyed j for he was an 
e}q)ert and hardy knight, and had under his com* 

mand about fixteen hundred combatants* 

The freebooters, from their fituation on the hillj 

faw but too. clearly all thefe arrangements of the 

French, who could not fee what they were about, 

nor approach them without danger and lofs ; for 

there were at leaft a thoufand cart loads of flints 

feady to be thrown againft the firft aflailants by 

fl^t body of men who appeared fo ill armed to the 

fcouts. 

I muft mention, that the only way thefe French 

ffleix at apis, who were fo defirous to fight the 

connpanions at any rate, could approach them was 

to afcend fideways the hill on which they had placed 

thenafelves. When they, therefore, attempted this, 

thoie who were on the hill began to throw down 

on them the ftones and flints, of which they had 

nade fo large a provifion that they had only to 

ftoop and pick them up ; and, having full time to 

.^iffi them well, they wounded and killed many, 

fo that others were afraid to pufh forward* This 

^vanced battalion was fo feverely treated^ it was 

W)t of any good ufe afterwards* The other bat*. 

talions marched to its fuccour, under the lord James 
Vol. in. G de 
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de Bourbon, his fon and his nephews, with their 
banners, and many other refpeftable gentlemen, 
who rufhed on to their own deftruftion, fo that it 
was a pity they had not formed better plans, or 
liftened to wifer counfel. 

The archprieft and fome other knights had truly 
faid, they Were going to fight with thefe companions 
at a difadvantage, with certain lofs, confidering the 
fitUatibn they had chofen for themfelves. They 
advifed waiting until they (hould have been diflodged 
from the ftrong hold where they had pofted them- 
felves, that then they would have a better chance of 
fuccefs, but they were never liftened to. 

Thus then, when the lord James de Bourbon and 
the other lords, with banners and pennons flying, 
approached and afcended fideways this hill, the 
weaker and lefs completely accoutred \of the free*- 
booters were enabled to harafs them ; for they flung 
upon them fo rapidly and vigorbufly ftones and 
flints, that the boldeft and beft armed were in dread 
of them. 

When they had thus for fome time kept them ii% 
check, their grand battalion, frefh and untouched^ 
advanced by a fecret road round the hill, and bemg 
in clofe order like a brufli, with their lances dM 
down to fix feet or thereabouts, with loud cries and 
a thorough good will, fell upon the French arnfy. 

In this firft attack, very many were unliorfed^ 
and many gallant deeds performed ; but the ifree- 
booters fought fo hardily, it was marvellous to 
think of it, and the French army was forced to re- 
treat. That good and valiant knight the arcl^riefft 
6 fought 
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fought excellently well ; but he was fo overpowered 
by numbers that, after being grievoufly wounded, 
he was made prifoner, as well as feveral knights and 
fquires of his company. 

Why fhould I make a longer talk of this affair f 
in faS, the French had the worfe of the day : lord 
James de Bourbon and the lord Peter his fon were 
very badly wounded : the young count de Fowta 
was flain: fir Reginald de Foretz his uncle, the 
count d'Ufez, the lord Robert de Beaujeu, the lord 
Louis de Chalons, and upwards of one ^hundred 
knights were made prifoners. It was with great 
difficulty the lord James de Bourbon and his fon 
the lord Peter were brought back to Lyon. 

This battle of Brignais was fought on the Friday 
after Eafter, in the year of our Lord X361. 

All the bordering countries were thrown into the 
greateft confufion, when they heard that the array ^ 
had been difcomfited ; and ;here was no one fo bold, 
who even had the ftrongeft cafUe, that did not 
tremble; for the wifeft among them immediately 
fiippofed the greateft mifchiefs would enfue and 
multiply, if God did not diredly bring fome remedy^ 

The inhabitants of Lyon were confounded, when 
they firfl: heard that vidoiy had declared for thefe 
freebooting companies. They, however, received 
in the kindeft manner all thofe who retumed'from 
the battle, and were much hurt at what had befidlen 
the lord James de Bourbon and his fon the lord 
Peter. The ladies, both young and old, vifited 
them in the kindeft manner ; for they were much 
beloved in the city of Lyon. The lord James 

G 3 depart- 
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departed thi$ life the third day after the battle, and 
his fon did not long furvive him. They wiere much 
pitied and regretted. The king of France was 
greatly affefted at the death of the lord James de 
Bourbon ; but, as it was not now to be amended, he 
Ivas obliged to bear his mourning as well as he 
could. 

We win now return to thefe freebooters, who, 
having refolved to keep themfelves united, were 
J^ejoiced at the fortunate iffue of this battle. They 
had been great gainers, as well by what they had 
feized on the fpot as from the ranfoms of their 
weahhy prifoners. Thefe companies had the whole 
country under their difpofal, for no one now ven- 
tured to attack them. . 

Soon after the battle at Brignais, they entered 
tod overfpread the county of Foretz, which they 
completely facked and ruined, except the fortreffes j 
and becaufe they Jvere m fuch large bodies that ho 
fmall extent of country could maintain them, they 
divided themfelves into two parties : fir Seguin d^ 
Baftefol commanded the fmalleft, which, however, 
confided of about three thoufand fighting men. He 
advanced towards Ance *, near to Lyon, where he 
fixed his quarters. He then flirohgly fortified and 
rebuilt parts of it, and kept his troops in its ndgh* 
bourhood, which is one ^ of the richeft coimtries in 
the world* He overran and ranfomed at his eafe all 



* Ance,— an ancient town of the Lyonnois, fituated neat 
the Saone^ diocefe and ele^on of Lyon, about a league {tor% 
Villefranche* 

the 
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the countries above and below the Saone, fach as 
the county of Macon, the archbiflioprick of Lyon, 
the territories of the lord of Beaujeu, and the whole 
country as far as Marfilly les Nonnains * and the 
county of Nevers. 

The other divifion of thefe free companies under 
the cammand of Nandoz de Baugerant, Efpiote, 
Camelle, Robert Briquet, Ortingo and Bernard de 
la Salle, Lannuyt, le Bourgcamus t, le bourg de 
Breteuil, le bourg de TEfparre, and many others of 



♦ Marfilly les Nonnains. I cannot find in the Gazetteer 
this name- There is Marcilly fur Saonc, a village in Bur*» 
gundy, near Auxonne, which is, I fuppofe, the fame. 

f Bourgj in the didlionarics of the old French language 
feems to mean bqftard or illegUimate. 

Btn^f in Du Cange's GlofTary, is as follows, Calepino ex 
Tit. C. de fund, rei privatae. * Qui collcgio, vcl curiae, vel 
burgris cxterifque corporibus fervicrit. An inde» an non 
potius a burggravius per contraftionem Bourgt, appellati funt 
caftellani, ct prefedi caftrorum, per arciuina pud Froiffartexn/ 
tonti. ii* cap. 34. * Si ctoient de fa route les capitaines des 
autres chateaux, comme le bourg Calart, le bourg Anglois, le 
iourg de Champagne, et Raymond de Force/ &c« 

Burgif adde, * A genuina vocis Gallicsc bourg notionc longc 
aberrari mihi videtur, cum ex Froiflarte exponitur de Caftel- 
lano fur burgi praefedlo. Bourg enim eo loci, quemadmodum 
et in aliis ejufdem oevi hidoricis* fpurlum, nothum fonat, 
Gall.' bdtard: quod apprime docet Berry in Hift. Chronol. 
Caroli VII. ad an. 1432, ubi quern bourg dicit, paulo infra 
appellat bqftard: fic ct ad an. 1430, U Iourg de Mafquaren. 
Bourc in Litt. Remifl". an. 141 1. ex reg. 165. Chartoph. reg. 
ch. 219. Icelui Pierre appell.id le fuppliant arlot, tacain, 
bourc ; qui vaut autant k dire en laugua'^c du Pais de par de 
|a, gar^on, truant, badart. 

• J?«r/| codcm fcnfu ufurpanr Hifpnai Vide in hac voce.' 
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the fame fort and with the fame intentions, ad- 
Vanced towards Avignon, faying they would go and 
vifit the pope and the cardinals, in order to have 
fome of their money; otherwife they fiiould be 
well vexed. They waited in that neighbourb<K>d to 
receive the amount of the ranfoms for the prifoners 
taken at Brignais, as well as to fee if the peace that 
. had been made between the two kings was likely to 
be lafting. 

• In their route to Avignon, they took towns, 
caftles and forts ; for nothing could ftand before 
them. The whole country was in an alarm j for in 
thofe parts they had not had any war, and the 
guards did not know how to defend or keep their 
ftrong holds againft fuch mer\ at arms. 

Thefe companions got information, that at the 
Pont du St.Efprit*, feven leagues from Avignon, 
there was very great wealth ; and that all the riches 
of the country thereabouts had been carried thither, 
as to a place of fafety, trufting to the ftrength of its 
caftle, They therefore confulted together, and 
agree4 thj^t if they could get poffeffipn of this town 

* Pont du St.Efprit, — a town of lower Languedoc, ©n 
the iih6ne> dipcefe and receipt of Uzes ; fo called from one 
of the moft beautiful bridges in Europe built over the Rh6ue> 
in the road from Mpntpellier to Paris. 

It is probable thnt the town of Pont St. E(prit was taken 
twice ; for a chronicle, written in the reign of king John 
afTures us pofitively, * que les compagnons qui etoient fortis 
de la France, ct qui fe f^iiibient appeler la grand comjpagnie/ 
took poflciBon of the town and caille of St. Efprit on Inno- 
cent's day 1^60. — Cbrontque^ MSS. </» Roi Jtm, BtbUoU du 
^fih No. 96p. 

of 
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of St. Efprit, it would be of the greateft advantage 
to them ; for they would then be matters of the 
Rhdne as well as of Avignon. 
* After they had well digefted their plan, Guyot 
du Pin and ^he little Mechin (as I have heard it 
related) mounted their horfes,^ and, with their com# 
panies, rode one whole night to the extent of fifteen 
leagues* They arrived, by break of day, at the 
town of St. Efprit, which they took, and all thofe 
of both fexes which were therein. It was a pitiftil 
fight ; for they murdered many a difcreet man, and 
violated many a virgin. They gained immenfe 
riches, and provifion fufEcient to laft them a whole 
year. ^ ^ 

They could from this town efcape eafily, in an 
hour's time and without danger, into the kingdom 
of France, and in another hour into the empire. 
They coUefled their companies together, and kept 
advancing towards Avignon, at which the pope and 
cardinals were much alarmed. 

Thefe companions had chofen, at the Pont du 
St. Efprit, a captain to command the whole of their 
forces, who was commonly (tiled the fiiend* of 
God, and enemy of all the world. 

There were at that time in France, befides thefe 
companies, many other pillagers, Englilh, Gafcons 

* Friend. Denys Sauvage fays, la a note on the margin* 
that inftead of ami it was enneml in all the editions ; but that 
he had corre^ed it from the two abridgements. He is cer- 
tainly right as to the printed editions of Verard and Euftace^ 
as well as in lord Berner's tranflation and Barnes's hiftory 
9f Edward III. ; but it is ami in my two MSS. 

G 4 and 
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and Germans, who were defirous of living there, 
and who maintained many garrifons in fortreffes. 
Although the commiflaries from the king of Eng- 
bnd had ordered them to evacuate thefe caftles, 
and to leave the country, they had not obeyed, 
which was very difpleafmg to the king of France, as 

well as to his council. 



But \yhen many of them learnt (for they had 
poffeflion of different places in France) that their 
brethren had overthrown the lord James de Bour- 
bon . with two thoufand knights and fquires, had 
tjJcen a great many prifoners, and had very lately 
furprifed and conquered the town of St. Kfprit, 
where they had found immenfe riches, and that 
they had expeftations of gaining Avignon, where 
they would have the pope and the cardinals at their 
mercy, as well as all Provence, each was eager to 
join them, in the hqpes of gain and of doing more 
mifchief. This was the reafon why. many warriors 
left their forts and caftles, and advanced before 
their companions, expefldng greater pillage. 

When pope Innocent VI. and the Roman college 
few themfelves thus threatened by thefe accurfed 
peopi3, they were exceedingly alarmed, and ordered 
a croifade to be publifhed againft thefe wicked 
Chriftians, who were dging every thing in their 
power to deftroy Chriflianity (like the Vandals ♦ of 
old, without right or reafon) by ruining all the 

■■ I I ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■ I ■ ■ .1 .. ■ . ■ i 

* Vandals. Denys Sauvagc has Bandes, and fays it is Co 
in all the editions, but that he thinks it ihould be Vandals. 
It is Vandet in all my printed editions, as well as MSS. • . . 

coun-^ 
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countries whither they reforted ; by robbing wher^* 
ever they could find any thing ; by violating 
women, both young and old, without pity ; and by 
killing men, women and children without mercyt 
who had done no ill to them ; for he was reckoned 
the braveft, and mod honored, who could boaft of 
the mod villainous adions. 

The pope and the cardinals had therefore m 
crciifade publicly preached. They abfolved from' 
•every crime and fin all thofe who fhould take the 
crofs, and voluntarily give themfelves up to deftroy 
thefe wretches. The cardinals elieded the lord 
Peter de Monftier, cardinal d' Arras, by fome called 
cardinal d'Oftia, to be the chief of this croifade { 
who, upon his nomination, immediately left Avig- 
non, and went to Carpentras, feven leagues diftant, 
where he fixed his quarters. He retained' all ioU 
^iers, and others, who were defirous of faving their 
fouls, and of gaining the forefaid pardons : but he 
would not give them any pay, which caufed many 
of them to depart and go into Lombardy ; others 
returned to their own countries, and fome joined 
thefe wicked companies, which were daily increafing. 
They divided themfelves into feveral companies, 
bver each of which they nominated captains, and 
took up their quarters in different places. Thus 
they haraffed the pope, the cardinals and the mer- 
chants in the neighbourhood of Avignon, and did a. 
grjeat deal of mifchief until the fummer was far ad- 
vanced of the year 1361. 

It happened that the pope and cardinals cad thar 
eyes vp^^ ^ ^^U accomplifhed knight and good 

war- 
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warrior ; that is to fay, upon the marquis de Mont- 
ferrat *, who, for a long time, had been engaged in 
war againft the lords of Milan, and was at this rime 
fo employed. They fent to him to come to Avig- 
non, where he was received with much honor by 
the pope and cardinals. 

A treaty was then entered into with him. He 
agreed, for a confiderable fum of money, to free the 
territories of the pope and the neighbourhood of 
thofe freeboodng companies, and to lead them with 
^m into Lomb2U*dy. 

The marquis negotiated, therefore, with the 
captains of thefe companies tj and managed fo well 
that by means of fixty thoufand florins which he 
divided among them, and the high pay he promifed 
them, they confented to follow him into Lombardy ; 

• The marquis de Montferrat. John Palaelogus* i6th 
marckgrave of Montferrat, 1338, died 1371, reigned 33 
years. — AndtrforCi Royal Geneahgies* 

f Captains of tbefe companies. Barnes fays, that the 
principai leader was fir John Hawkwood; but the following 
^tioeation from the life of fir John Hawkwood, publiihed in 
the (kh volume of the Bibliot. Typog, Britaik. page 6^ (hews 
it was not ^. 

• Tke ccafnpany of EngJIih adventurers who now entered 
into the fervice of the fharquis of Montferrat, 1363, is faii, 
by Slunitori> vol. xii. p. 207, to have been commanded by 
one AlbarH. 

• Upon the tonclufion of the peace between the. marquis 
(A Montferrat and Galeazzo, the few £ngliih who remained 
with the formier, went and joined their countrymen in Tuf- 
cany, and foon after formed one body under Hawkwood.* 

There muU; be a miftake refpedling the date of 2363, 
for FroiiTart, as well as Depys Sauvage, Qi^es it pofitively 

but 



9» 

but they alfo infiftcd on receiving pardon and aWb- 
lodon from all crimes and fm. 

Every article was fulfilled, and the money paidt 
Aey gave up the town of St. Efprit, quitted the ter- 
ritory of Avignon, and marched away with the 
marquis of Montferrat. 

Kmg John and his whole kingdom were mudi 
x^oiced, when they found themfdves delivered fitmi 
thefe people j but many of them returned back into 
Burgundy: fir Seguin de Batefol, who kept his 
garrifon at Ance, would not furrender it for any 
treaty or promife they made him : however, France 
was, in many places, more at peace than it had 
been. 

When the greater part of thefe companies had 
quitted the country, and had marched with the 
marquis de Montferrat into Piedmont, the marqius 
managed his affairs well againft the lords of MiLuu 
He conquered many towns, caftles and forts, and 
gained much territory from them. He had alfo 
many (kirmifhes and attacks, which turned out to 
hk profit as well as honor ; and thefe companies, 
within the year, gave him a fuperiority in the war, 
and were in a great meafure the caufe that the lords 
Galeas and Bemabo Vifconti*, who were fove- 

reigns 

^ In the year 13549 Matthew 11., Bernabo and Galeas II., 
alt three fonsof Stephen Vifcontiy brother of John, fucceeded 
their uncle in the ftate of Milan, and divided it into equal 
portions, except Milan and Genoa, which the two laft 
individually held. Matthew dying without male children, 
thic 26th September iS55' ^^^ ^^"^ brothers inherited his 

portion. 
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reigns of Milan^ and who fince reigned tfhere m 
great profperity, came to a proper underftanding 
with him. 

About this time fir Seguin de Batefol, who had 
retained his garrifon at Ance upon the river Saone» 
took by fcalade a good city in Auvergne, called 
Brioude, and which is fituated on the river Allien 
He maintained himfelf there for upwards of a year^^ 
and fortified it fo ftrongly that he was not afraid of 
an attack : from this place he overran all the country 
as far as Clermont *, Tilhac, Puy fj Cafe Dieu J, 
Montferrant §, Riom I, la Nonnette ^, Uffoire **, 
Oudallett> and the lands of the count Dauphin, 

|»ortiott, except Bologna, which they fuffered Vifconti d'Olegio 
to carry from them. Tl^ey obtained the fame year, from the 
emperor Charles IV. the vicegerency of Lombardy. Their 
uniou defended them againft a powerful league, formed by 
the Florentines, the marquifes of Efte* of Mantua and of 
Montferrat. In 1559^ Galeasy aflifted by his brother Ber* 
itabo> made the conqueft of Pavia> in the month of Novem* 
ber, after a long (lege. In 1371, Bemabo acquired, from 
Feltrin de Gonzague, the city of Reggio. Galeas died 1 37S, 
aged 59 years. Muratori gives a very bad charader of him. 

See more of the hottfe of Vifconti, in TArt de verifier les 
Pates, whence the above is taken. 

* Clermont, or Clermont Ferrand,— capital of Auvergnq. 

f Puy, — a village m Auvergne, diocefe of Clermont. 

% Cafe Dieu, Q^an abb^y, diocefe of Auch. 
^ § Montferrant,— a town in Auvergne, near Clermont. 

B Rion, Riom, — a city of Auvergne, near Clermont. 

^ La Nonnette, — a town of Auvergne^ c|e<$lion of, Iflbire. 

♦♦ Uffoire, Uffouf^a town of Auvergne, four leagues 
from Brioude. 

f f Oudall^ I cannot i^d, nor Tilhac* 
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ivho was at that time a hoftage in England, and 
committed the greateft damages. 

When he had very much impoveriflied the whole 
country, he marched away, according to an agree- 
ment, carrying off with him great riches. Sir 
Seguin de Batefol * returned into Gafcony, whence 
he had originally come. Of this fir Seguin I know 
no more, except that by accident I heard it related 
that he died in an extraordinary manner. God 
pardon him for all his mifdeeds ! 

*'Slr Seguin de Batefol. Mezeray calls him Simoa 
Batefoh — ^ViJlaret calls him gentilhomme navarrois, and 
lays that he died from fome poifoned ocanges which Charles 
le mauvaisy king of Navarre, had ferved at dinner» in order 
to get rtd of him. He was defirous of engaging Sir Segnin 
de Batefol to male frefli difturbances in France, contrary to 
the promiTe he had made king John, on furrendering 
Brioude s but he afked too large a fum ; and, having pof- 
ieflion of Charles's fecret, he thus poifoned him that it might 
not be divulged. 

, Htflwre Ji Francetpar FiUtinlf com* v* p. 858* 
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CHAP. CCXIV. 

tHB DEATHS OF THE DUKES OF LANCASTER AKI> 
QF BURGUNDY, WHICH LAST CAUSES «EW, 
DISSENTIONS BETWEEN THE KINGS OF FJiANCi 
AND NAVARRE.— THE PRINCE OF WJLLS.% 
CROSSES THE SEA TO AQUITAINE, 

AT this period died in Englaild, the good^tikieof 
Lanqcfter*, 'whofe Chriftian name was Henry; 
The king and all >hts barons, knights and fqmre^ 
were much aiHifkd, and wifhed it had not been fo. 
He left two daughters, the lady Maude and the lady 
Blanche. The eldeft was married to the earl cf 
Hainault of the name of William, fon of the lord 
I^wis of Bavaria and Marg^et of Hainault. The 
youngeft was married to the lord John, earl of Ricbb 
Mond, fon of the king of England, who was afteri- 
wards duke of Lancafter, in right of his wife^ ani^ 
l>y the death of Henry duke of Lancafter. 



K- 



"* * Htnry duke of Lancafter, who died of the plague 136O9 
was buried on the fouth fide of the high altar of the collegiate 
church at Leiceller, founded by his father (not by him, as in 
Dugdale),'and on the next niche to him lay a lady, by 
likelihood his wife.' — Gough*s Sep, Mon, 

* He left iflue by his wife Ifabel, daughter of Henry lord 
Beaumont, two daughters, his heirefles. Maude firft mar- 
ried to Ralph, fon and heir to Ralph lord Sta£rord> and 
afterwards to William duke of Zealand ; and Blanche (by 
▼irtue of a fpecial difpenfat ion from the pope, in regard to 
their near alliance) to John of Gaunt, earl of Richmond, 
fourth fon to Edward III. and afterwards duke of Lancafter/ 
— Dugdde^i Baronage % vol. I. p. 789. 

Maude came to England foon after her father's deathf 
and diedi fuppofcd by poifon. — Knyghtoii. 

Xa 
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In tbis feafon alfo died the young duke Philip of 
3u7gundy •, earl of Burgundy, of Artois and of 
JSoulogne, palatine of Brie and Champagne. He 
married the daughter of Louis earl of Flanders, ' by: 
cne of the daughters of John duke of Brabanl» tot 
'vrhom fell the earldom of Burgundy, by the near 
relationihip of Margaret his mother, who did hoi» 
mage and fealty for it to the king of France. The 
lord John of Boulogne, earl of Auvergne, ctme^ 
by the fame means, into pofleflion of the earldcHii 
of Boulogne, and was homager to the king of 
France. King John alfo, from his proximity, took 
pofleflion of and retained the duchy of Burgundy, 
and all rights over Champagne and Brie, which 
'Was highly difpleafing to the king of Navarre ; but 
he could not help himfelf ; for he claimed^ Cham* 
pagne and Brie, as being the neareft heir : his rea* 
ions were not lidened to, for king John hated him 
much, and declared that he fliould never poflefs a 
foot of ground in Chariipagne nor in Brie. 



* Philip duke of Burgundy fuccccdcd to the earldoms of 
Boulogne and Auvergnc at the age of fifteeny by the deatk 
of his mother, 29th September 1360. Towards the latter 
end of November if^6f , he died at Rouvre, and was buried 
atCiteaux, He lived but a (hort time, and was very much 
regretted, as he promifcd well. The duchy of Burgundy 
paiTed to the king of France, not by virtue of the law of 
appanages, but as being neareft heir to duke Philip. The 
caildom of Burgundy, by the fame right, paffcd to Mar- 
garet, who married Philip, fourth fon of John king of 
France, who was created duke of Burgundy by letters pa- 
tent, 6th Sept. 1363. 

VArt di verifier det Dates. 

About 
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About this time^ the king of France had fornied 
t refolution to go to Avignon, and vifit the pope 
and cardinals, siikI, in his road, to amufe l^mfelf 
by iufpeding the duchy of Burgundy, whidi. had 
htely fallen in to him* 

The king, therefore, ordered preparations to be 
made^ and fet put from Paris about St. John^s day 
1352, having left his eldeft fon, Charles duke ,of 
Normandy, regent and governor of the kingdom 
during hisabfence» 

The kin^ took with him the lord John of Artois^ 
his coufm, whom he much loved ; the earl of Ta;n* 
carville, the earl of Dampmartin, Boucicault m^r- 
flial of France, fir Arnold d'Andreghen, the grand 
prior of France and feveral others. He travelled 
flowly and with much expenfe, making forae ftay 
in all the cities and towns of Burgundy, fo that he 
did not arrive at Villeneuve * until about Michael- 
mas» It was there that his hotel was prepared, as 
well for himfelf as for his attendants. He was moft 
magnificently received and feafted by the pope and 
the college at Avignon : the king, pope and cardi- 
nals vifited each other often. The king remained 
tt Villeneuve during the whole time f. 

About 



♦ Villeneuve d' Avignon, — a tov^n of lower Languedoc^ 
on the Rh6ne, oppofite to Avignon. 

f Villaret feems to think Froiflart has made a xniftake re- 
fpeding this vilit of the king, and that it was to prevent the 
marriage of Edmund eai*l of Cambridge, fon of king Ed- 
ward III. with the widow of the late duke of Burgundy, by 
means of the pope. 

« Since 
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About Chriftmas^ pope Iimoceftt. VI. departed 
this life : and . the cardinals were in great difcord 
3boQt the election of another, for each was defirous 
of that honor ; more particularly the cardinals of 
JSoulpgne and Perigord, who were the greateft in 
'^be college. Their diffentions kept the conclave a 
loag time fhiit up. The conclave had ordered and 
srranged ev^ thing according to the defires of the 
two before mentioned cardinals^ but in fuch a man^ 
zier that ndthef of them could fucceed to the pa- 
^ac;^ I upon which they both agreed^ that none of 
ithim brethren ihould wear the papal crown, and 
4^1ea«d the abbot de St. Viaor * of MarfeiUes, ^h6 

was 
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* Since his (the king's) recum from Londooy be made 
^nfy one journey to the court of Avignon, where he did not 
-zSLtrlft uAti* after the death of Innocent Vl.* This opinioh 
"^fill Aot agree vi^ith what FroiiTart fays of the enterfainments 
^mBd feafts he received from the pope. John mud have made 
^wo joumeysy at a fhort di (lance one from the other. The 
^:ontrary> however, is proved by the letters of this kin^, pre- 
served in the fourth volume des Ordonnances. Froi^art witt 
Slave, without doubt, confounded this journey with the ostt 
'ajaade Before his imprifonment. 

Biji. dt Ftanet, vol. v. p. 270* tvdkJt. 

In the Grands Chroniques de St. Denis, vol. ii. feuille^, 

%')l. ' In the month of Auguft 1562, the king of France 

fet out to vific the pope. Innocent, at Avignon, who wai 

then alive^ and tbiic fame year, the ttd Decen^ber^ he 

died.' 
' King John entered Avignon St. Catherine** day# the 

sad November. Pope Urban received him very honorstbly 

ia conMory^ and retained him to dinner.' 

There mud be fbme mifhike in thefe dates. 

♦ Abbot de St. Viftor. Urban V. William Grimoild, 
abbot de St. Germain d'Auxerre, then abbot of St. Viftor 

Yei.. IIL H de 
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t^ras a holy and learned man, of good morals,' ind[ 
Who had laboured hard for the church in Lofftbardy 
and other places. The two cardinals fent tbinform 
him of his elevation, and to defire he would 'come 
to Avignon ; which he did as foon as poffibk, and 
received this gift with joy. He was called Urbto 
V. and reign'fed with great profperity : he augtnented 
much the power of the church, and did great good 
to Rome and other parts. 

Soon after this eleftion, the king of France 
heard that the lord Peter de Lufignan, king of Cy- 
prus and Jerufalem, was on his road to Avignon, 
having croffed the fea : upon which he refolved tfir 
'.wait for him, as he was anxious to fee one of whom 
fo many handfome things had been related, for 
having made war upon the Saracens. Lately, the 
new king of Cyprus had taken the ftrong city of 
Satalie * from the enemies of God, and had flain^ 

without 



de MaffelUe, was ele<Sed pope, 28th September 13^2, at the 
age of 53 years; he died 19th December 1370. 

* City of Satalie, — is the Attalea of the ancients, fituated 
in Pamphilia, a province which at this day makes part of 
Caramania. 

Antalia, or Sat'alie, — at the bottom of the gulph of Sa- 
talie. D'j4nvUIe*s Map, Geographt Moderne, 

Peter de Lufignan had fucceeded his father Hugh. 

He did not arrive at Avignon until the ^gth March 1 362, 
the Wednefday of the holy week. 

Valdcmar, king of Denmark, was there at the fame time, 
who came to place his perfon and kingdom under the pro- 
teftion of the hdy fee.— Fillaret Htfl. de France. 

Peter I, fucceeded his father Hugh} as king of Cyprus^ 
in 1361- 

January 
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Xvithout any exceptions, all the inhabitants of ix)th 
fexes whom he had found there. 

There was, during this winter, a full parliament 
hdlden in England, refpefting regulations for the 
country, but more efpecially to form eftablifhmentg 
for the king!s fons. 

They cohfidcred that the prince of Wales kept a 
noble and grand ftate, as he might well do ; for he 
was valiant, powerful and rich, and had befides a 
large inheritance in Aquitaine, where provifions and 
every thing elfe abounded. They therefore remon- 
{Irated with him, and told him from the king his 
father, that it would be proper for him to refide in 
his duchy, which would fumifli him withal to keep 
as grand an eftablifhment as he pleafed. The ba- 
rons and knights of Aquitaine were alfo defirous of 
his'refiding among them^ and had before intreated 
the king to allow him fo to do ; for, although the 
lord John Chandos was very agreeable and kind to 
^em, they ftill loved better to have their own natu«i 
ral lord and fovereign than any other. 

The prince readily affented to this, and made 
every preparation becoming his own and his wife'd 
rank *. When all was ready, they took leave of 

the 



January i8, 1372, he was aflaflinated by two lords' whom 
he had abufed. 

He difgraced the glories and fame of his early life by his 
debaucheries and cruelties in his latter days. — ^rt dt verifier 
ks Dates. 

* His wife's rank. The prince of Wales married this 
jear the lady Joan, daughter of Edmund Flantagenet earl 

H2 of 



too 

the kiag5 ^he que^ ^d their brothera, kt fail inm 
England, and were laiide^y. with thedr attendfflti^ 
tt la Rocbeile. 

But we wiU for a while le&r^ titis prince^ and tidttt 
of ibme oth^ regulations which were made at tim 
time in England. It was enaded by the kiag and 
his couacil, that the lard Litme!,. the kiag's^ fecond 
fon^ and who had borne the* tilk of earl of UilUr^ 
fliould from thaicefbrward bear dial: of doke of 
Clarence ; and the lord John, who was. catted earl 
of Richmond^ was created di^e of Lancaflar^ wfakb 
eflate came to him by Ins wife^ the lad^j^ Blaoidie^ 
ais heirefs to the good didce of LancaAer, hn 
father* 

It was alfo taken into coniidemdcik bjr di& kin^ 
and his council, that the tord EdmmKi, the king's 
youngeft fon, who was called earl of Cambvidgn^ 
Ihould be well provided for, and,, if it were poffiUn^ 
that he fhould be united in marriage vdxk the 
daughter of the earl of Flanders, at dM time a 
widow* , 

However, that matiter,. though propofed^ was 
not fully entered upon ; £3r it would be neceSu^y 
to go cautioufly to work about it ; befidec, the hmif 
herfelf was fufficiently youngs. 






1 

of Kent, commonly called the fair countefs of Kent. Sho- 
Vf2LS a Avidowy and of the blood royal of Englaod. 

She was firll married to the earl of Sali(biU7't an^ di^ 
Torced from bim^ then married to Sir Thomas HoUsad.-^ 

Abour 



lOl 

About Ak time, the lady Ifabella of France, mo 
tbar of the king, died. She was daughter of Philip 
the Fain The king ordered a moft magnificent and 
pompous funeral for her, at the Friar Muiors * ; at 
which all the prelates and barons of England^ as 
well as the lords of France who were hoftages for 
the p^ormance of the articles of peace, attended* 
This happened before the prince and princefs of 
Wales left England j ibon after which they fet out, 
and arrived at la Rochelle, where they were re* 
ceived with great joy, and remained four whole 
days* 

As fooa as the lord John Chandos (who had go^ 
vemed the duchy of Aquitaine a coniiderable time) 
was informed that the prince was coming, he fet 
out from Niort f, where he refided, and came to 
1ft Rochalle with a handfome attendance of knights 
^x^ fcjuires, where they feafted moft handfomely 
Che priooet princefs and their fuite* 

Th^ prince was conduced from thence, with 
great hicmor and rejoicings, to the city of Poitiers. 
The barons and knights of Poitou and Saintonge 
yifiHQ at that tin^e refided there, came and did ho# 
jnage and fealty to him. 

The prince rode from city to city, and from town 
to town, receiving every where due homage and 
fealty. He at lafl came to Bourdeaux, where he 
refided a coniiderable time^ and .the princefs with 



♦ Friar Minors,— commonly called the Grey Friars, now 
■ ^ parifh church called Chrift Church.— Grafton. 
r f M^rt^ a pity in Poitou 9 diocefeof bi Rochelle. 

H 3 him. 
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him. The earls, vifcounts, barons, knights and 
lords of Gafcony came thither to pay their refpeflis ' 
to him : all of whom he received in fo gracious and 
pleafmg a manner, that every one was contented. 
Even the count de Foix came to vifit him, whom 
the prince and princefs received moft honorably, and 
treated him magnificently. A peace was at this 
time concluded between him and the count d'Ar- 
magnac, with whpm there had been a continual 
warfare for a very confiderable time. 

The lord John Chandos was foon after appointed 
conftable of all Guienne, and fir Guifcard d* Angle 
marflial. The prince thus provided for the knights| 
of his own country and his houfehold, particularly' 
thofe he loved moft:, with thefe noble and handfome 
offices, which were at his difpofal in the duchy of 
Aquitaine. He nominated to all his fl;ewartries and 
bailiwicks knights from England, who kept up 
greater fl:ate and magnificence than the inhabitants 
of the country could have wiflied : but things did 
not go according to their defires. We will how 
leave the prince and princefs of Wales, to fpeak of ^ 
king John of France, who at this time was at VillcT* 
neuve d* Avignon. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXV. 

TH£ KINGS OE FRANCE AND OF CYPRUS UNDER* 
TAKE, AND SWEAR TO PERFORM A CROISADfi 
AGAINST THE INFIDELS. — THE KING OF CYPRUS 
MAKES EARNEST SOLICITATIONS FOR ASSISTr 
ANCE TO MANY KINGS AND PRINCES IN DIVERS 

PLACES OF CHRISTENDOM. 

• • • 

A BOUT Candlemas * 1362, the king of Cyprus ' 
came to Avignon : at which event the whole' 
court was much rejoiced, and many cardinals went 
out to meet him, and to condu£l him to the palace 
of pope Urban, who received him very gracioufly, 
as did the king of France, who was prefent. When 
they had remained together fome time, and had had 
wine and fpices ferved to them, the two kings took 
leave of the pope, and each went to his hotel. 

During this time, there was a public combat be* 
fore the king of France, at Villeneuve, from pledges 
^ven and received, between two valiant and noble 
knights, whofe names were fir Ay mon de Pom- 
piiers and fir Foulcjues d'Archiac. When they had 



* Candlemas. Denys Sauvage fays, in a note on the 
snargin, that Froiffart forgets in this place to begin the year 
the ifl of January. 

* By an tdi& given by Charles IX. at Rouffillon-Chiteau 
in l>auphin6 1^64, he fixed the beginning of the year 1565 
at the firfl of January ; whereas formerly the year com- 
nienced at Eader. It appears to me that its commence* 
ttxent ought to be the 21ft December, or rather the aid of 

yiifarch.' ■ £JaU hijoriquts fur Fans, tome iii. p. 528. 

H 4 fought 
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fought well and valoroufly for a length of time, the 
king of France appe^ed them, ^d made up their 
quarrel. 

The two kings remained the whole Lent at A^g^ 
non, or thereabout. They often vifited the pepe» 
who received them with joy. During thrfe fi?ecpient 
vifits, the king of Cyprus remonftrated yfkh thei 
pope, the king of France and the cardinals pre^ 
fent, how noble and praife-worthy a thing it would 
l^ for Chriftendom, to open a holy paffjige beypiid 
fiaa, Jind to fall upon tt\e enemies <rf thp true fiaidi. 
The king of France liftened eagerly to thi^ difcouiifeji 
and propofed that for himfelf he would wilUngly 
undertake fuch an enterprife, if he fhould live threes 
years only, for two reafons : one w^ that kiAg 
Philip his father had formerly m^de 2^ vpw |:q dp th^ 
J^me ; the other was to draw out of his king49m 
all thofe men at arms, called free companion^, wha 
pillaged and rpbbed his fubje£ts without any ih^* 
dow of right, and to lave their fouls. T^^^ ^<^ 
fpns, howeyer, the king of France kept to hi^fel^ 
withput mentioniiig them to ^ny one, until holy 
yricjay , when the pope preached W l}ii chapel be? 
fore the kings of France and Cyprus, a^d the coU 
lege of cardinals. 

After the fermon, which was very humble and 
devout, the king of France, thrpugh his great de^ 
Votion, put on the crofs, and requefted the pope, 
with great fweetnefs, to confirm it to him. The 
pope immediately and benignantly complied witli 
)xis requefi;, and crpfled i^ like manner the Ipjpj 
Ts^eyraiid cardinal de Ferigord, the lord Jphxi 

d'Artoifii, 



d'Arioli, the earl of Eu, the earl of Dampmartss^ 
the earl of Tancarville, the lord Arnold d' Andre* 
gben, the grand prior of France, the lord Boud- 
e^t and many knights there prefent. The king of 
Cypn)8 W9B highly pleafed, and returned fervoit 
^f^ to the Lord for having iofplred thw 
hearts. 

Thus, as yoti have heard, the king of France 
aa^ thofe barpns and knights that were with him^ 
put the vermilion crofs upon their outward robe9« 
The holy father gave it his benedi^on, and ordere4 
it to be preached in many places ; not, however, 
tbKmghout all Chriftendom, for a reafon I will 
give. The king of Cyprus (who had come thither 
with the intention of forming this croifade, having 
promifed himfelf much pleafure in vifiting the em# 
perpr and all the great i)aron3 of the empire, the 
king of England and the chief princes of Chriften^ 
4oi9» which he did, as this hiflory hereafter wilt 
dinsw you,) offered to the holy father and to the 
kii^ q( Frapce his perfonal fervices^ his wealth and 
hta eloquence^ wherever he ihould arrive or make 
any ftay, in remonftrating and arguing the grace 
and devotion of thi$ expedition, in order to excite 
1^1 thofe princes and lords to join in it who before 
^ not bad much religion, 
. This faid king was fq much honored, as it was 
but juft he ihoqld be, that, from the eloquence and 
warmth with which he would difplay the value of 
|his expedition to the different princes, he would 

(^ vm^ km^ ti^m ^ the pre^ghments. The 

pope 
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pope affented to this propofal, which was then Fe* 
folved on. 

Soon after Eafter 1363, the king of Cyprus leffc 
Avignon, faying he was going to vifit the emperor 
and the lords of the empire, and then return by 
Brabant^ Flanders and Hainault, to the kingdom of 
France. 

He took leave of the pope and king of France, 
who on every occafion ihewed him marked atten- 
tions : the pope gave to him and to his attendants^ 
prefents of jewels, and benedidlions. 

Soon after the departure of the king of Cyprus, 
the king of France took leave of the pope, and went 
towards the city of Montpellier, in order to vifit 
JLanguedoc, where I^e had not been for a long 
time. 

We will now return to the king of Cyprus, and 
to the journey which he made. After many days 
travel in Germany, he came to a city called Prague, 
and found there the emperor of Germany, the l<M*d 
Charles of Bohemia *, who received him magni- 
ficently, as did all the lords of the empire who were 
with him. 

The king of Cyprus remained in Prague and in 
its environs three weeks, and greatly exerted him- 
felf in exhorting all the Germans to affift in this holy 
•expedition. The emperor defrayed his expenfes 



• Lord Charles of Bohemia, — Qharfes IV. emperor- of 
Germany- He publiflied the famous Golden Bull, that has 
ever fmce regulated all the ekdlions of emperors *-m-Gc3r- 
jnan}"* 

during 
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during the (by he made, and for his journies ia 
Germany. The king of Cyprus went next to the 
duchy of Julierc^ where the duke received him with 
much feafting and rejoicings. From the duchy he 
went to Brabant, where the duke and duch^fs re- 
ceived him magnificently in the good town of Bnif- 
fels. He was there entertained with grand dinners, 
fuppers, tournaments and other fports, in which 
lie knew well how to play his part ; and, at hi9 
departure, they made him many prefents of nd^ 
jewels. 

When he left Bruffels, he went to Flanders, to 
vifit earl Lewis, who received and feafted him 
grandly. He found at Bruges the king of Den^ 
mark, who had come thither to fee him. They 
were magnificently treated at Bruges; infomnch, 
that the twQ kings were very well pleafed with earl 
Lewis, and with the knights and barons of hi^ 
country. 

The king of Cyprus thus pafied his fummer, 
iince he had left Avignon, in his journey throuj^ 
the empire and along its frontiers, exhorting all to 
undertake this expedition • againfl: the Saracens.— 
This gave much pleafure to many of the great lords, 
who were defirous that it fhould be accompliihed ; 
but many others excufed themfelves from taldng part 
in it. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXVI. 

TW KING OF ENGLAND DETAINS THE HOSTAGES 
AS PRISONERS.-«-THE KING OF CYPRUS USE8 
PREAT ENTREATIES WITH THE KINGS OF NA- 
VARRE AND ENGLAND AND THE PRINCE OF 
WALESj TO INDUCE THEM TO UNDERTAKE 
THIS CROISADE AGAINST THE SARACENS* 

A BOUT this time, the king of England fitewed 
much favor to &ur dukes, Tiz. the dnke of 
Orleans, the duke of Anjou, the duke of Berry and 
ihe duke of Bourbon. Thefe lords had returned to 
Calais, whence they had liberty to make eKcurfions 
wfai(ker they chofe for three days ; but they were tQ 
return on 1^ &mrth day by fun<-fet. The king had 
gieanted thi^ ivftxt mih the good intent of their 
being itearar to make folicitations to their fiiendfi^ 
md that they might hsdten their ranfoms wfaicli 
they were eager to do^ 

. During the time the four aborermentioioed k)rd$ 
««re at Calais, they fent many and preffing m«£^ 
£igeB to the king of France, and to the duke of 
Mermandy his ddeft fon, who had nominated thev 
gs h(^age6| to remonftrate with them on the fiib» 
jfeft of their ranfoms, which they had fwom aa4 
pre^^i^ to attend to at the dme^ey . went;;to £ngb. 
land, otherwife they would have undertaken i| 
themfelves, threatening no longer to confider them* 
felves as prifoners. 

But although thefe lords were, as you know, very 
near relations to the king of France, their folicitors 
and meffengers were not liftened to, nor themfelves 
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nofiiBied, ijrfaich was very difpleafing to them, 
particularly to the duke of Anjou, who declared he 
would himfelf find a remedy , happen what wouM. 

At this moment, the kingdom and the councils of 
the king and duke of Normandy were hardly juretkd^' 
as well on account of the croi&de which the king 
had undertaken^ as for the war with the king of 
Navarrey who was haraffing the realm of France^* 
and who had recalled fome of the captains and com*' 
paiMB from Lombardy, in order the better to carry 
oh his defigns. This was the principal reafon why 
th^ Could not immediately attend to the ranfoms 
of th^ four dukes, nor give fatisfaftory anfwcra bf 
their mefe^ers, when they came to France. 

We will now return to the king of Cyprus. 

When he had vifited the empire and other countries, 

a^yoo have heard, he returned to France, where he 

was magnificently received by the king and the 

g^eat; lords of his court. Several councils were 

held on ^ fiibjeS: of this croifade, to difcover in 

what manner it could turn out to the honor of 

llkt yaag of France or to the good of his reahn. 

Tte wifett Were of opinion, that feeing the kingdbor . 

fy' ftiuch hatraflfed, robbed and ruined, by the conr- 

pasnies' ;md thieves that invaded it from all parts, 

tids expedi^n ought not to take place until the 

k&gdom^ were in a better ftate, or till peace wem 

rmde wi*h» the king of Navarre. However, not- 

withftanding the good fenfe of this advice, the king 

would not liilen to it, nor allow his ardour for thb 

croi&de to be cooled. He confirmed his engage* 

ment to the king of Cyprus, and promifed to be at 
12 Mar- 
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Marfeilles in March the enfuing year (which woukt 
be 1364), and that then he would without . delay 
crpfs the fea, and order purveyances to all' who 
were willing to do the fame* 

Upon this, the king of Cyprus took his leave of 
the king of France^ finding that he had fuffident 
time to return to his own country and make his 
preparations. He confidered with himfelf, if he 
fliould not do well to pay a vifit to his coufin the 
king of Navarre, and endeavour, if poffible, to make 
a peace Between him and fhe king of France* 

He therefore fet out from Paris with a grand 
equipage, and took the road to Rouen > where, 
when he was arrived, he was moft handfomely 
received by his coufin the lord John d*Alen9on9 
archbifhop of Rouen, who entertained him very 
agreeably for three days. On the fourth he de« 
parted, taking the road to Caen, and continued M» 
route to Cherbourg, where he found the king of 
Navarre, the lord Louis * his brother, and a very 
fmall company with them. 

Thefe two lords of Navarre received the king of 
Cyprus gracioufly and honorably, feafted hiA 
grandly, as they had the means, and knew well how 
to ufe them. Whilft he was there, he endeavoured 
to begin a treaty between them and the king of 
France^ and talked to them frequently and elok 
quently upon this fubjed i for he was a man of 



mamt 



* Lord Louis. Charles had two brothers, Philip and 
Lewis ^ but which is here meant, I kn6w not. Denys Saiiw 
vage fays ic was Fbilip» my MSS. Louis« 
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excellent underftanding, mafter of many languages, 
and jtnuch beloved. The two brothers made very 
handfome replies to him, but excufed themfelves bjr 
ikying, it was not their fault if they were not good 
friends with the king and reahn of France; for 
their great defire was to be fo, but the king muft 
give back their inheritance which he held from them 
wrongfully. The king of Cyprus would willingly 
have, brought this bufmefs to a conclufion, for the 
king of Navarre would have left it to him, had not 
their diflfereiices been too great. 

When _ the king of Cyprus had remained* at 
Cherbourg ^about fifteen days, having been enter- 
tained« by the king of Navarre and his brother 
fuitably to his rank, he took leave of them, faying 
he ihould not i^eft until he had been in England, 
and exhorted king Edward and his children to put 
on the crofs. He departed from Cherbourg, and 
arrived at Caen ; thence he crofled the Seine at Pont 
de TArche *, and entered Ponthieu ; having paffed 
the Somme at Abbeville t, he came to Rue|, to 
Montreuil§, and to Calais, where he found the 
three dukes of Orleans, Berry and Bourbon : for 
the duke of Anjou had returned to France, but by 
what means or in what condition I know not ||. 

Thefe 



♦ Pont de TArche, — a town of Normandy, on the Seine, 
diocefe of Evreiix. 

t Abbeville,— a confiderable town in Lower Picardy, dio- 
cefe of Amiens. 

J Rue,-^a fmafl town in Picardy. 

§ Montreuil, — a town in Picardy, dirtcefe of Amiens. 

II See Rymer, anno 1363, for different letters from king 
John whilft at Avignon J and other matters refpeding the 

ran- 
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Ifhefe thf^ dukes, prifoners, thoagh they WeM 
fa the town of Calais, received the king of Gyprui 
irery joyfully, and the king behaved ivith equ^ 
j)olitenefs to them. They continued together fcMP 
twelve days. When the king of Cyprus had a fei* 
vorable wind, he crofled the Straits, and arrived at 
Dover. He remained there two days to ifecottiT 
himfelf, whilft they unloaded his veflel and diS&m^ 
barked his horfes. The king then contint;^ hto 
route by eafy day-journey^, until he a^ved at 1rl(# 
good city of London. 

vaofoms of t&efe princes of the blood. It appears that they 
were all pronCiifed their freedom on poiTeflion bein^ given to 
the officers named by king Edward of certain lands and 
caftles belonging to each of them, dated at Wedmibilter^ 
J6th May 1363. 

The duke of Anjou and other hoftages br6ke their p»^|{ 
and efcaped# In the Foedera 1 364, there are various re^ 
xnonftrances made by Edward on this fub)e&. 

Stow fays, in his Chronicle, that the duke of Anjou^ by 
breaking his word and oath to return to England as one o£ 
the hoftages for king Johny and thu5r decervmg tntti, wa^ 
tJte caufe of his majefty's deaths through grief. 

Carte fays> * Their negotiations not fuipceeding^ the ditli9 
of Anjou made ufe of that indulgence to efcape into France » 
the king, his father, blamed him exceedingly, and, to repair* 
his fon's fault, refolved to go himfelf to England, and^ by a 
perfbnal treaty with Edward, remove the obftrudlions whi<!h 
had hitherto prevented the full execution of the treaty of 
Bretigny. His minifters tried, in vain, to diffiiade him fron^ 
this refolution; for he told them, that though good faitM 
were banifhed out of the reft of the world, it ought ftill to btf 
found in the words of princes, and as the performance of tte 
articles of that treaty was the condition of his, he woitldat 
?iny rate fee them executed/ 
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He was honorably received on his arrivalj^ as well 
by the barons of France who were there as hoftages, 
as by the Englifli lords, who had rode out to meetr 
him ; for king Edward had ordered fome of Iiis 
knightSy viz. the earl of Hereford*, fir Walter 
Manny, the lord Defpencer t, the lord Ralph dt 
Ferrers}, fir Richard Pembridge§, fir Richard 
Stafford || and others, to meet him, wha accon^-, 
panied and conducted him to the lodgings which 
were prepared for him in the city of London. 

It would take me a day were I to attempt relating 
to you the grand dinners, fuppers, and other feafts 
and entertainments that were made, and the magni- 
ficent prefents, gifts and jewels which were given, 

• The earl of Hereford, — fon of William Bohiin, earl of 
NorthamptOD, fucceedcd to tli€ title and eftates of Hereford, 
on the death of his tincle Humphry de Boliun, in 1361. He 
was afterwards nominated ambaflador to the duke of Milan, 
refpefting the marriage of his daughter Viol auto to the duke 
of Clarence, and died Ihortly wfter. 

f Lord Defpencer, — grandfon of -Edward th^t was ex- 
ecuted ar Hereford. He ejijoyed much favor under Edward 
HI. and was buried at Tewlcefbury. 

X Lord Ralph de Ferrers. I cannot find in Dugdale's 
Baronage any of this family that bore the name of Riilph. 
There is Rauf de Ferriers, banneret, in Alhmolc, which J 
fuppofe muft be the fame. 

§ Sir Richard Pembridge— was fifty-third knight of the 
garter. He died 1375, and his tomb is in Hereford cathe- 
4iral. The only account I can find of him is in Mr. Gough's 
firil volume of Sepulchral Monuments, to which I refer. 

II Sir Richard Stafford— was fon to fir Richard Stafford, 
brother to Kalph earl of Stafford. He ferved in Edward HI.'s 
-wars ia Gafcohy, and was fammoned to parliament among 
the l»ut>Ds» from 44th Edward III. until 4i:h Richard II. 
iuciui^:^,. 

Vol, in. J , efpecially 
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especially by queen Philippa, to the accompliflied 
king of Cyprus. In truth, he was deferving of 
tliem, for he had come a long way, and at a great 
expenfe, to vifit them, to exhort the king to put oq 
the red crofs, and affift in regaining countries now 
occupied by the enemies of God. But the king of 
England politely and wifely excufed himfelf, by 
faying ; ' Certainly, my good coufin, I have every 
inclination to undertake this expedition ; but I am 
growing too old, and fliall leave it to my children. 
I make no doubt, that when it fhall Jiave been 
begun, you will not be alone, but will be followed 
moft willingly by my knights and fquires.* * Sir,* 
replied the king of Cyprus, * what you fay fatisfies 
me. I verily believe they will come, in order 
to ferve God, and do good to themfelve? ; but you 
muft grant them permiflion fo to do ; for the 
knights of your country are eager in fuch expe, 
ditions/ * Yes,' anfwered the king of England ; * I 
•will never oppofe fuch a work, unlefs fome things 
fhould happen to me or to my kingdooi which I dp 
not at this moment forefee,* 

The king of Cyprus could never obtain any 
thing more from king Edward, in refpefl: to thi? 
croifade ; but, as long as he remained, he was 
politely and honorably feafted with a variety of 
grand fuppers. 

About this time king David ^ of Scotland had 
fome affairs to tranf^ft with king Edward that made 



*•»" 



* King David. It appears by Rymen from the paCport 
eranted hip^i by kiog Edward, the i^pcb Fe|;>ru^ry i j64» that 

Davidt 
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It n^ceffiiiy f!wr btm to come to England ; fo that 
^hen he heard the king of Cyprus was there he 
haftesed his journey, in order to meet hiin, and 
made fiidi difpatch that he arrived in London be« 
fore be had I^t it. 

The two Idngs were much rejoiced to meet, and 
congratulated each other upon it. The king of 
England gave them two grand entertainments in his 
palace of Weftminfter. At the laft of thefe, the 
kiag of Cyprus took his leave of the king and 
<|ueeA of England, who made him very magnificent 
prefents : king Edward gave him alfo a fhip called 
the Catharine, which was very beautiful and well 
built. The king of England had had her con- 
Aruded, by his orders, to make the voyage to 
Jerufalem. She was valued at twelve thou&nd 
francs, and lay in the harbour of Sandwich. 

The king of Cyprus was much pleafed with this 
gift, aad returned many thanks for it. He made 
no long ftay after this in England, but returned to 
the king of France. The king of England, however, 
defrayed all his and his attendants' expenfes during 
the time he remained, as well as the coft of his 
^ouraeys in coming and returning. I do not know 
Jjow it was, nor for what reafon, but he left the ihip 

©a^d Brticc's jo^irney intt> England was to pay his de- 
^otiorts at the flitinc of o\ir Lady at Wallinghain. The 
fettle rfeRjiriOus irtnetiVbs might have made him fo e;5gcr to 
toh^rle twth f he tdhg of Cyprus on the fubjedt of the croi? 
fedc.— 'His Jiiiffport was to continue in force until the enfuing 
•^chaelma^* 

HiShfew qtiefen, Margaret Logic, had at the fame time a 
•f>d^fffH>fti to 'pirjr *er devotions at .thj 'fiirine of Thomas k 
JPeckety a|: C;^xterbury• 

I* in 
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xn the harbour of Sandwich ; for, two years afte 
wards, I faw it there at anchor. 
. The king of Cyprus left England *, and croffe 
the fea to Boulogne. Having learnt on the roa< 
that the king of France, the duke • of Normand 
the lord Philip, youngeft fon to king John, and tl 



* Barries, in his hiftory of Edward III. fays, that the kii 
of Denmark and the dnke of Bavaria accompanied him 
England, and that their paflports were dated 6th Decemb< 

In Rymer, there is a paflport for Waldemar king 
Denmark, dated the ifl: of February 1364, to continue to t 
enfuing Michaelmas, for himfelf and three hundred hori 
men, &c., but not one word is fald of the king of Cypn 
nor of the duke of Bavaria. 

* Anno reg. 31. 1357 — Henry Picard, vintner mayor 
London, in one day did furaptuoufly feaft Edward king 
England, John king of France, the king of Cyprus *(th 
newly arrived in England), David king of Scots, Edwa 
prince of Wales, with many noblemen and others : and aft< 
the faid Henry Picard kept his hall againft all comers wl: 
focver that were willing to play at dice and hazard. 

•In like manner, the lady Margaret, his wife did a 
keep her chamber to the fame intent. 

* The king of Cyprus playing with'Henry Picard in 1 
hall, did win of. him fifty marks ; but Henry being vc 
ikilful in that art, altering his hand, did after win of the A 
king the fame fifty marks and fifty marks more j whi 
vhen the faid k5ng began to take in ill part, although 
diflembled the fame, Henry faid unto him, * My lord a 

, king, be not aggrieved : 1 covet not your gold, but yo 
play ; for I have not bid you hither that I might grieve yc 
but that amongft other things I might try your pla) 
and gave him his money again, plentifully beftowi 
his own amongft the retinue. Befides, he gave many ri 
gifts to. the king and other nobles and knights who din 
with him, to the great glory of the citizens of JLtondon 

^^ jff • 

thofe days.* — Store's Cbrmek, 

coun 
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coutldl of ftate, were to be in the good towh of 
Amiens, the king of Cyprus took that road, and 
found the king of France juft arrived, with part of 
his council. He was kindly received by them, and 
related to them the greater part of his travels, which 
they liftened to with pleafure. 

When he had been there fome time, he faid that 
as yet he had done but little, until he (hould have 
feen the prince of Wales ; and that, if it pleafed 
God, he' would go vifit him, as well as the barons 
of Poitou and Aquitaine, before he returned home. 

The king of France made no objeftion to this, 
but eameftly entreated that, when he fet out on his 
return home, he would take his departure from 
France, to which the king of Cyprus readily affent- 
ed. He therefore left Amiens, taking the road to 
Beauvais, pafTed the Seine at Pontoife, and con- 
tinued his route to Poitiers. 

At this time, the prince was at Angouleme, where 
there were fhortly to be grand entertainments and 
jufts by forty knights and as many fquires, in honor 
of the princefs, ,who had lately been brought to bed 
of a handfome fon, called Edward *, after his father. 

As foon as the prince was informed of the arrival 
of the king of Cyprus at Poitiers, he fent, by fpecial 
command, fir John Chandos, attended by many 
knights and fquires of his houfehold, to meet him. 



♦ * By her (the princefs) he had two Tons, namely Ed- 
ward the eldedy born at Angouleme in February 1^65 (Le- 
land faith 1364), who died in Gafcoigne at feven years of 
5ige/— and Richard, who was afterwards king of £^ngland«^ 
m^jffl)moVs Garter t p. 676. 

1 3 They 
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They accotnpanicd him, with grfeat joy and i^-* 
fpefl:, to the prince, who received him moft kindly 
and honorably. 

We will now leare the king of Cypr« for a 
while, and retuncv to the king of Prance, td relate 
what were the reafons why he and Ms coioficil had 
Come to Amiens. 
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KING John returns^ of his own free will^. 

TO ENGLAND, AND DIES THERE. 

T WAS informed, and indeecj truly, that king 
John h^d a wifli to go to England, to vifit his 
brother king Edward and the queen his fifter, and 
for this efFecl had fummoned part of his council. — -^ 
They could not make him change his mind, though 
they gave freely their opinions on the fubjefl: ; and 
many of the prelates and barons of France told him^ 
he would do a very foolifh thing, if be again^ put 
himfelf in the power of the king of -England. 

But the king anfwered, that he had found £cr 
much loyalty and honor in his brother the king of 
England, the cfueen, and his nephews their chil- 
dren, that he could not fufficiently praife them : he 
did not in the kaft doubt but that they would be 
courteous, polite and loyal, and friends to him in all 
iituations. ' He was alfo anxious to go to England^ 
in order to make excufes for his fon, the duke of 
Anjou, who had returned to France. On hear^ 
ing this, not one of the council had a word 

more 
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fcfiore to fiiy, (ince his majefty had thus ordered anS 
fettled it. 

He again appointed his fon, the duke of Nor* 
Hdaiidy, regent of France, during his ^bfence. He 
promifed his youngeft fon, the lord Philip, that on 
his return fix)m the journey he was about to make *^ 
he would create him duke of Burgundy, and 
Ihat he fhould inherit the lands of that duchy. 

When all things were prepared according to his 
orders, and his purveyances fent to Boulogne, he 
departed from the city of Amiens, and, having be- 
gun his journey, continued it until he came to 
Hefdin, where he remained to pafs his Chriftmas.-i-* 
The earl Louis of Flanders, who was much at- 
tached to Him, cahie there to vifit his majefty ; and 
they continued together about three or four days* 
Ott Innocent's day, he left Hefdin, rode forward* 
to Boulogne, where he took up his quarters in the 
abbey, and remained there until he had a favorable 
wind. 

He was accompanied, when he Croffed the fea, 
by the following nobles of his realm, the lord John 
d'Artois, the earl of Eu, the earl of Dampmartin^ 
the grand prior of France, the lord Boucieaut mar- 



• That on his return, &c. King John's paiTport is in 
Rymer, dated loth December 1363. There is alfo in that 
excellent colledion, the patent of the creation of Philip duke 
of Burgundy, which is dated Germigny fur Marne, 6th 
September, 1363 — Carte, vol. ii. 

There are two Germignys, Germigny PEv^que and 
Geri£Li|^Qy fous Coulome, villages of Brie, iu.che dioceie and 
•legion of Mcaux. 

I 4 fhal 
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flial of France, fir Triftan de Maguellesf, fir Peter 
and fir John de Villiers, fir John d* Anville, fir Ni- 
cholas Bracque, and feveral great knights. 

When their veffels were laden, and the mariners 
had a wind to their wifties. they informed the king, 
who embarked on board his veflel about midnight, 
as did his attendants on board of theirs. Having 
fet their fails for the coaft of England, they ar- 
rived at Dover about vefpers. It was on the day 
preceding the vigil of the feaft of the three, kings, 
called the Ep^^phany *. 

News was brought to the king of England (who 
at that time* was with his queen at Eltham, a very 
magnificent palace which the king had, feven miles 
from London), that the king of France had landed 
at Dover. He immediately ordered many knights 
of his houfehold to go and congratulate the king on 
his arrival ; the lord Bartholomew Burgherfht> fu: 

Richard Pembridge J, fir Allen Boxhall §, and fe- 

■<■' — ■■' ■ ■■■■ - ■ I ■. ■ I ... I . , .,■,.». 

• This, according to a marginal pote of Denys Sauvage, 
makes it 1364, beginning the year the ift of January, 

t Lord Burgherfh, — knight of the Garter. Sec Dug- 
dale's Baronage. 

J Sir Richard Pfembridge. See p. 113, note. 

§ Sir Allan Boxhall, - fifty -fecond knight of the Garter. 
See Afhmole. 

Walfingh. Ypodigma, p. 136, faith; * Hoc anno, Rob. 
Haule fcutifer fuit occifus in ecckfia Weftmon. tempore ma> 
joris niifTa^per quofdam regis fatellites quorfum dudlor extitit 
Alanua de Buxhalle, miles per ante non ignobilis, {ed hoc 
fafto poftea feinper infamis j' for which he was by naitie ex- 
communicated. 

Anno 1378, fir Ralph de Ferrars was excommunicated 
with him for the fame offence. 

veral 
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veral Others, They took leave of king Edward, 
and rode towards Dover, where they found the 
king of France, who had remained there fmce his 
arrival. They attended and conduced him with 
every mark of refped and honor, as they well knew 
how to do. Among other compliments, they told, 
him the king their lord was much rejoiced at his 
coming, which the king of France readily be- 
lieved;i 

On the morrow morning, the king and his at- 
tendants were on horfeback early, and rode to 
Canterbury, where they dined. Chi entering the 
cathedral, the king paid his devotions at the ihrine 
of St. Thomas a Becket, and prefented to it a rich 
jewel of great value. The king of France remained 
two days in the city of Canterbury. The third day 
he fet out, taking the road to London, and rode on 
until he came to Eltham, where the king of Eng- 
land was, with a number of lords, ready to receive 
him. It was on a Sunday, in the afternoon, that 
he arrived: there were, therefore, between this 
time and fupper, many grand dances and carols. 

The young lord de Coucy * v/as there, who 
took pains to fhine in his dancing and finging when- 
ever it was his turn. He was in great favor with 
both the French and Englifli ; for whatever he chofe 
to do he did well and with grace. 



• Lord de Coucy. Engiierrand de Coucy, Ton of Kngu- 
errand de Coucy and Catharine, daughter ol" Leopold, firft 
duke of Swabia (the prefect imperial fiimily). He married 
Irabella, eldeft daughter of Edward lll.-'Anderfon^s Royal 

12 I can 
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, t can never relate how very honorably and mag-*^ 
mificently the king and queen of England received 
king John. On leaving Eltham, he went to Lon- 
don ; and, as he came near, he was niet by the ci-* 
tizens dreffed out in their proper companies, who 
greeted and welcomed him with much reveroace, 
and attended him with large bands of minftrels^ 
unto the nalace of the Savoy, which had- been pc^ 
pared for him. 

. The princes of the blood royal tl^at remained^ as 
his hoftages, in England, were alfo lodged- in- the 
feme palace ; namely, his brother the duke of Or* 
leans, his fon the dluke of Berry, hi& couiin the 
duke of Bourbon, the earl of Alenjpn, Guy de 
Blois^ the earl of St. Pol and many more. 

The king paffed there part of the winter very 
gaily with his countrymen. The king of England 
vifited him often ; as did his children, the duke of 
Clarence, the duke of Lancafter, and the lord Ed- 
mimd his youngeft fon. There were feveral times 
great feaftings between them, in dinners, fuppears 
and other entertainments, at this hotel of the Savoy^ 
and at the palace of Weftminfter, which is not far 
off, whither the king went in a private mannw, 
whenever he chofe it, by means of the river 
Thames. 

They both frequently regretted the lofs of the 
lord James de Bourbon, and faid that it was a very 
unfortunate bufinefs; for no one deferved better 
his rank among nobles. 

We will now leave the king of France for a fhort 
time, and fpeak of the king of Cyprus, who had 

come 
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come to Angotil^e to vifit his coufin the pfince of 
Wale& He was moft gracioufly received by his 
royal highnefs, and by all the barons, knights and 
iqaires of Poitou and Saintonge who were then 
with the prince, fuch as the vifcount de Thouars, 
the young lord of Pons, the lord of Partenay, fir 
Louis de Harcourt, fir Guifcard d* Angle; and^ 
among the Englifh, by fir John Chandos, fir Tho- 
mas Felton*, fir Nele Loringt, fir Richard de 
Pontchardon J, fir Simon de Baffelle §, and feveral 
others, as well of that country as from England. 

The king of Cyprus was magnificently enter- 
tained^by the prince, princefe; and the barons and 
knights above mentioned. He ftaid there upwards 
of a mtonth ; and then fir John Chandos accom* 
panied him, for his amufement, into diflFerent parts 
of Poitou and Saintonge, and Ihewed him the good 
town of la Rochelle, where there was a grand feaft 
made for him. When he had feen every thing, he 



♦• Sir Thomas Felton, — of Lutcham in Norfolk, forty- 
ninth knight of the Garter. He was jj^rand fenefchal and 
conunand^t de Gurenne for Richard IL He was killed in 
oppoftng Henry Tranfhimare, before the battle of Najara* 
Sir Thomas Hoo, knight of the Garter, married his daugh- 
ter. — Jn/Tu* MSS. Collealons. 

+ Sir N^IcLoring,— twentieth knight of the Garter. See 

his life in Afhmole. He was chamberlain to the black prince* 
lie died/he 9th Richard II» and was buried at Dundable. 

j^nJHs' MSS. Colic atoms. 

X Sir Ridiard de Pontchardon. I cannot find any thing 
about him« 

^ Sir Simon dc Baflelles, — probably Baflety but I canhot 
iay more. 

returned 



returned to AngouISmc, to affift at the noble tour* 
nament which the prince Iield, where there were 
plenty bf knights and fquires. 

Soon after this feaft, the king of Cyprus took his 
leave of the prince and of the knights of the 
country, but not before he had related to them the 
principal reafon of his vifit, and for what caufe he 
had put on the red crofs which he wore : how the 
pope had bleffed this expedition, which was de- 
ferving of every praife ; and how the king of France 
through devotion, as well as many other great 
lords, had put it on, and had fworn to its execu- 
tion* 

The prince and the knights made him a courteous 
anfwer, faying, that in truth it was an expedition, 
in which every man of worth or honor was in- 
terefted ; and that, if it pleafed God, and the paf- 
fage were open, he would not be alone, but would 
be followed by all thofe who were defirous to ad- 
vance themfelves. 

The king of Cyprus was well pleafed with this 
fpeech, and took his departure j but fir John Chan- 
dos attended him, until he had quitted the princi- 
pality. It appears to me, that he went back into 
France, and took the road towards Paris, in the 
hopes, of finding the king of France returned home : 
but it was not fo ; for he was ftill at the palace of 
the Savoy, confined to his bed by ficknefs, of which 
he grew worfe every day, to the great uneafinefs of 
the king of England and his queen, as the moft 
learned phyficians had declared him to be in much 
danger. 

The 
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The duke of Normandy was informed of all thi3 
at Paris, where he refided, having the regency of 
the realm j for the lord de Boucicaut had croffed 
the,fea, to convey the news of this illnefs to him. 

The king of Navarre alfo heard of the progrefi 
of this diforder, which gave him no difpleafure, for 
he hoped, if the king of France died, to carry on 
his war more to his fatisfaftion : he fent letters, 
therefore, to the captal de Buch *, who at that time 
was with his brother-in-law the earl of Foix t, to 
defire that he would come to him in Normandy, 
and that he would exalt him in dignities above all 
other lords and knights. 

The captal, who was fond of arms and coufm to 
the king^f Navarre, complied with his requeft. He 
left the earl of Foix, taking his road through the 
principality of Aquiiaine, where he folicited feveral 
knights and fquires to go with him ; but he fuc- 
ceeded with only a few. Neither the Englilh, 
Gafcons nor Poitevins were willing to take up arms 
for the king of Navarre, againft the crown of 
France j for they confidered the treaties and alii- 

I III ' 1^1— >■— ^M»1— — ^— ■ I II I , I ■ . I . ■■ 

* Captal de Buch', — fifth knight of the Garter. M. An- 
ftis, in his fecond volume, fays, * it was fir John de Greillyt 
of royal. Unease, and the moll renowned commander at that 
time, whofe unalterable loyalty to the crown of England 
was fuch, that he chofe to die a prifoner at Paris, I397» 
father than deviate from it.' 

* Buch is a fmall promontory, lying along the coaft fron^ 
Payonne to Medoc/ &c. See Andis. 

t Earl of Foix. Gadon II, fucceeded his father, ^344* 
(lis lifter Blsuica was paiaxried to John de Greilly, 

ances 
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ances entered into and fworn by the kiag of £ng« 
land, their fovereign lord, with the king of Fnmce 
at Calais, fb facred and ilropg, they would aot by 
any means infringe 'Or break them. 

During the time the captal de Buch was |o»mey- 
h^ towards the kung of Navarre, John Idxig ^ 
France departed this Hfe in England. The king, 
(}ueen, the princes pf the blood and ^ the xKdbks 
of £ngla£kd were exceedin^y ooaqemed at k^ £»&s% 
&e great lo^^e ^ad afiefbian he had fbewn to 'then 
iuioe the conclufioa of the peace. 

His brother, the duke of OrJkaDiB, «gid hts ibjt), the 
duke of Berry, were in great nfflidion at bis deafdi, 
ju^d lent in haAe to ^form the dulse of Nenptdltidy 
fi the iBelanchoty event ; who, w^fen ike issas ^oeTMt 
it w^as true, was snuoh afieded by k, as &6 hfi4 
oreafon to be^ but, eoctfidediig that every ^bm^ 
wlach Is created mv& m the Konaie of (aature heyft 
aa^end, and that he tould aot retiaedy (tikis lof^ hs 
bore it as patiently as he was .abie. Ftndiag .Uq|£^ 
thus f44ccei£br to the inherkaiiice of the kingdom of 
France, and being well infomed that tbe |cuqg 'of 
Navarre was daily reinforci^ Jiis ^jtrrifons in the 
county of E vreux, and that he was engaging men 
at arms to carry on the war, he refolved to provide 
himfelf with an a^ couiidcii, and to c^ppofe t^ cvii 
iby every means m his power. 
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CHAT. CCXVIIl. 

I^INC CHARI-ES OF FRANCE MAKES WISE PREPARAV 
TIONS AGAINST THE KING OF NAVARRE, IM^^ 
MEDIATJEXY AFTER THE DEATH OF KING JOHlf. 
JUS FATHER, AND BEFORE IJIS gORONATION, 

A T tbis period there was a fcrnght of Brittaiiy,' 
who had always home arms m favor of d^e 
Frendi, trailed iir Bertrand du GuefcUn*. {& 
worth and fasne were but iitde known except among 
the knights of Brittany, who were his neighbours in 
that country, where he had refided and carried aa 
(be war in favour of the lord Charles of Blois. 

This fir Bertrand was always much efteemed bjr 
thean as a valiant knight, and well beloved by ins 
brethren at anns : he was already in the good graces 
of the iduke of Normandy, on accoont of the great 
^& c^ Talom* that he had heard related of him* 

It happened that the duke of Normandy, fool 
after the death of the king his father, had veiy 
llroftg f ui^ckms of the king of Navarre : he there- 
Core ^ave orders to the lord of Boudcaut, faying ; 
^ Set out from hence as ^)eedily as you can, with 
as many friends as poffible, and ride towards Nor- 
roandy, where you will meet fir Bertrand du Guef- 
clin : I fiiall then defire thi^ you both fall on the king 
of Navarre, and retake Mante j by which means we 



* Bertramd du Guefclln. For more of htm, fee his me- 
moin in the third and fourth volumes of les Mcmoiresf 
^ftaij<iuie#» imd alio iti Bik. dela Brtugne.Mc. 

Ihall 
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fliall be mafters of the river Seine/ The lord de 
Boucicaut anfwered, * Sir, this I will moft willingly 
perform *'. 

He then quitted Paris, taking with him a great 
number, of knights and fquires. He followed the 
road towards Normandy, through St. Germain en 
Laye, and gave thofe to underftand who accom* 
panied him that he was going to attack the ca{lle of 
RouUeboife t, which was detained by certain per- 
fons called free companions, who did every mifchief 
poffible. RouUeboife has a very good and ftrong 
caftle upon the river Seine, about a league diftant 
from Mante, and was at that time filled and garri* 
foned by thefe companies and their men at arms, 
who canned on the war for their own benefit, and 
attacked the friends of the kings of France and of 
Kavarre without diftinftion. They had a captain 
of the name of Wautaire Auftarde |, a native of 
Bruflels, whom they implicitly obeyed. He* paid 
them according to a certain fixed proportion of 
wages, and was an expert foldier of great courage. 

He and his people had pillaged the country aH 
around ; fo that no one dared travel from Paris to 
Mante, nor from Mante to Rouen or Pontoife, for 



* It does not appear from the memoirs of Bertrand du 
Guefclin, re-publifhed in the third and fourth volumes of les 
Memoires Hiftoriques, that the marechal de Bc^cicaut had 
any thing to do with the taking of Mante, &c. as his name 
never once occurs. Nor are the chronicles agreed as to the 
exafl date when this happened.— See Note 19* Mem. Hift. 

-f RouUeboife^ — ^a village in Normandy, on the Seine. 

J Wautaire Auftarde. Barnes calls him VantairAuftarti 
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leaf of tfaem ; for they attacked both Firench and 
Navarrois, prefling efpecially the people of Mante 
y^-hard. 

When the lord de Boucicaut left Paris, though 
he made it be underflood he was going to that part 
of the country, neverthelefs he mifled taking the 
right road to Roulleboife. He waited, therefore, 
for fir Bertrand du Guefclin and his army, who a 
fliort time before had made an excurfion to • 
Evreux *, and held a parley with the inhabitants of 
that city ; but, inftead of opening their gates to him, 
they feverely attacked him with ftones, &c. : he re- 
treated, and made for the marflial, who had halted 
for him in a road not far from Roulleboife. 

Upon muftering their forces, they found they 
were full five hundred men at arms, Thefe two 
captains had a long conference together, upon the 
beft means of fubfifting themfelves, and what would 
be the fureft method of gaining the town of Mante, 
their principal objed. They determined that the 
lord de Boucicaut, with one hundred of his knights 
only, flioiild ride to Mante, and feign themfelves to 
be much frightened, crying out that the garrifon of 
Roulleboife was in purfuit of them, and begging 
that they wquld give them admittance. If they 
confented, they were to feize the gates, and fir 
Bertrand would direftly follow with the remainder 
of the army : they would then be mafters of the 



* Evreux,— -an ancient city of Normandy. Its bifhop is 
fufFragan to the archblfhop of Rouen. 

Vol. III. K place. 



place. Should this plan fail, they did not fee by wha^ 
other means they could gain it. 

The council being diflblved, the loi'ds kept the 
fecret among themfelves. The lord de Boucicaut 
fet out, according to their plan, and took the road 
to Mante i fit- Bertrand went with the reft of the 
troops another road, but placed hiinfelf and men in 
ambufli not far from the town. 

When the lord de Boucicaut was near to Mante, 
he and his troop feparated, like to people that had 
been beaten and were purfued. The marfhal at- 
tended only by ten othdirs, (followed, however, by . , 
the reft at a fmall diftance) came to the barricadoes "" 
of the town, and cried out, * Hollo, good people of 
Mante, open your gates, I beg of you, and let us 
come in ; for the thieves of Roulleboife have difcom- 
fited us, and are now at our heels.* ^ Who arfe 
you ?' afked thofe whom he had addrefled. ji* I am, 
gentlemen, the lord de Boucicaut, marfhal of France,, 
whom the duke of Normandy had fent againft Roul- 
leboife : but thofe rogues there have beaten us, and 
made us fly, whether willing or not ; and they will 
capture me -and my people unlefs you open your 
gates to us.' 

The people of Mante, thhiking he had faid 
nothings but truth, replied; 'Sir, we knotv well * 
that thofe in Roulleboife are our enemies as well as^ 
yours, and that it is indifferent to them on wliicb 
party they make war : on the other hand, the duke 
of ^prmandy hates us, on account of our attach- 
ment to the king of Navarre our lord : we are 

there- 



•therefore in great doubt^ if we fliall not be betrayed 

oy you, v^ho are marfhal of France.* * By my ftdth, 

^gentlemen, that fhall never be ; for I am come into 

this country folely to deftroy the garrifon of Roul- 

leboife.* At thefe words, they opened. their gates. 

The lord de Boucicaut entered, with' fame of his 

companions ; but he was followed fo flowly by the 

remainder, that the people of Mante had not time 

to fhut their gates upon fir Bertrand's men, who 

came in with the laft of the lord de Boudcaut's 

party t for though the lord de Boucicaut went with 

his men diredly to an hotel, where they difarmed 

, themfelves, in order the better to blind the inhabi- 
tants, fir Bertrand and his forces came- full gallop 
into the totvUj crying^ ' St. Yves Guefclin ! death to 
the Navarrois.* They entered, pillaged the houfes of 
"whatever they found, and made prifoners of whom 
they plemfed t they alfo murdered feveral. 

Soon after they had poffeflion of Mante, a detach- 
ment of Bretons advanced to Meulan, a league 
diftant^ and very cunningly entered it. They faid 
they were men at arms whom fir William de Gra- ' 
ville had fent thither, and that as many or more had 
remained at Mante. The people of Meulan believed 
the truth of this the more readily becaufe they came 
hy the road from Mante, and becaufe they could 

- iiot have crofled the river but by the bridge of 
Mante* Thinking what they had told them muft 
be true,, they opened their gates, which were in- 
ftantly feized by the Bretons, who entered, crying 
out, * St. Yves Guefclin !' and began to lay about 
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th€m with their arms. When the inhabitants founc^ 
themfelves thus deceived, and that there were no 
hopes of redrefs, they fled and faved themfelves a^ 
well as they could. 

Thus were Mante at\d Meulan taken, to the 
great joy of the duke of Normandy. The king of 
Navarre was in a furious rage, when he was in- 
formed of it : he direftly reinforced all his towns 
and caftles with troops and well tried oflScers ; for 
he was much chagrined at lofing Mante and Meulan, 
as they were to him convenient entrances into France, 

This fame week, the captal de Buch arrived at 
Cherburgh with four hundred men at arms. The 
king of Navarre was well pleafed thereat, and re- 
ceived him moft gracioufly. In his complaints againfl: 
the duke of Normandy, he was very fore upon his 
loffes of the towns of Mante and Meulan, which, 
he faid, had been taken from him by ftealth. The 
captal replied ; ' My lord, if it pleafe God, we will 
go and meet your enemies, and exert ourfelves fo 
effeftually that, God willing, you {hall fpeedily have 
again pofleflion of thefe, as well as many other 
towns and Caftles. It is faid, that the king of France 
will very foon go to R heims, for his coronation : 
we will therefore at that time begin our attack on 
his country.' 

The king of Navarre, being much rejoiced at the 
arrival of. the captal de Buch, faid he (hould fend 
him on an excurfion into France. The king fought 
for men at arms wherever he could get them, or 
where there was any likelihood of obtainipg them. 

There. 
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There was at that time in Normandy, an Englifii 
knight who farmeriy had borne arms for the king 
of Navarre ; his name was fir John Jouel * ; a 
"Very able and expert man in his profeffion. He 
commanded about two or three hundred lances. 
The king of Navarre fent to intreat him to ferve 
under him, together with his men ; which fir John 
Jouel confented to, and waited on him to place him<» 
felf under his orders. 

The duke of Normandy was informed that the 
king of Navarre was collefting large bodies of men 
at arms, and that the captal de Buch was to be the 
commander of them. He therefore formed his re- 
folutions, and wrote to fir Bertrand du Guefclin, to 
order him and his Bretons to make a (land againft 
the Navarrois, and that he would fpeedily fend him 
fufficient reinforcements to oiFer battle to the troops 
of the king of Navarre. At the fame time, he 
ordered the lord de Boucicaut to remain at Mante 
and Meulan. 

Sir Bertrand and his Bretons departed, and took 
up their quarters near to Vernon. In a few days 
afterward, the duke of Normandy fent to him fome 
noble men at arms ; fuch as the earl of Auxerre, 
the vifcount de Beaumont, the lord de Beaujeu, the 
lord Louis de Chilons, the ^irchprieft, the matter of 
the crofs-bowmen, aAd many other knights and 
fquires. 

* Sir John Jouel. Barnes calls him fir John Jones ; but 
he quotes no authority for this change from all the chro- 
nicles and memoirs of the times. 
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About this time, feveral knights of Gafcony can^e 
to ferve under the duke of Normandy: among 
whom were the lord d'Albret, fir Ayrnon de Pom^ 
miers, the fouldich de TEftrade *, fir Petiton de 
Courton and feveral more. The duke of Normandy 
felt himfelf much obliged to tljem for coming to his 
affiftance, and begged of them to go into Normandy 
to oppofe his enemies ^ 

•The above-named lords willingly obeyed, and, 
having put their men in proper array, marched' to^ 
wards Normandy, except the lord d*Albret, who 
remained with the duke ; but his troops went on tha 
expedition. 

At this period a knight, called Beaumont de 
Laval, came from the French frontiers of Brittany^ 
and advanced towards Evreux, with about forty 
lances under him. A young knight, lir Guy ^e 
Graville, happened to be in that town at the time,^ 
who no fooner heard of the alarm than he haftened 
to arm himfelf, ordering all the garrifon to do the 
fame : they were foon mounted, and in purfuit after 
them. But fir Beaumont had already fucceeded in 
his enterprife. However, by the fleetnefs of his 
horfe, fir Guy de Graville came near enough to cry 
out, ' Beaumont, you muft not go off thus ; the 
men of Evreux muft fpeak to you, for they wi(h to 
be better acquainted with you.' When fir Beau- 



♦ The fouldich dc I'Eftrade He was afterwards created 
a Vnight of the Garter. See Anftis's Garter, vol. ii. p. 157. 
He calls him fir Sandich deTrane* 

mont 
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iKTMiont thus heard himfelf called upon, he turned hlsi. 

Xaorfe about, lowered his lance, and made ftraight 

-^x)r fir Guy, Thefe two knights met each other 

•^?wth fuch force, that their lances were (hivered on 

^lieir fhields; but they were fo firm in their' feats 

tihat neither was unhorfed, as they pafled each other. 

CDn their return, they drew their fwords ; and, at 

^lie fame time, both their companies began to fight 

:*<) fiirioufly, that in the courfe of the rencounter 

miany were unl^orfed on each fide. 

The Bretons acquitted themfelves mcfl: loyally ; 

"but in the end they could not maintain their ground, 

ix)r numbers increafed upon them every moment fo 

tihat they were all killed or made prifoners : none 

^caped^ Sir Efcaumont de Laval was taken by fir 

<jruy de Graville, and brought as his prifoner to the 

caftle of Evreux, whither all the other prifoners 

Svere conduced. Thus ended this adventure | for 

"which fir Guy was much praifed, and beloved by 

the king of Navarre and the citizens of Evreux. 



CHAP. CCXIX. 

THE KINO OF CYPRUS RETURNS TO PARIS.— THE 
FUNERAL OF KINO JOHN AT ST. DENIS.-— THE 
CAPTAL DE BUCH MAKES AN ATTACK ON SIR 
BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN. 

•l^HE king of Cyprus, who was now returned from 

Aquitaine to France, went to meet the king, 

who had before borne the title of duke of Normandy, 

His two brothers, the duke of Anjou, and the lord 
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Philip^ fince duke of Burgundy, were with. the king^ 
waiting for the corpfe of their father, which was on 
the road from England. The king of Cyprus very 
cordially condoled with them on the fubjeO: of their 
lofs, and was himfelf much affeded by the death of 
the king of France, becaufe his expedition would 
be retarded by it : he clothed himfelf in black for 
his mournings 

When the body of the king of France, which had 
been embalmed and put into a coiGn, approached 
near to Paris, attended by the lord John d'Artois, 
the earl of Dampmartin and the grand prior of 
Friance, the duke of Normandy, his brothers, the 
king of Cyprus and the greater part of the clergy 
of Paris, went on foot beyond St. Denis, to meet it. 
On being brought thither, it was buried with great 
folemnity ; and the archbilhop of Sens faid mafs on 
the day of the interment. 

After the fervice was over, and dinner ended 
(which was very magnificent) the great lords and 
prelates returned to Paris. There were then held 
Aiany councils on the date of the kingdom, which 
could not any longer do well without a king ; and 
it was determined by the prelates and nobles, that 
they Ihould immediately go for Rheims. The duke 
of Normandy (for fuch was ftill his title) wrote to 
his uncle, Winceflaus duke of Brabant * and Lu3q- 
emburgh, and alfo to his coufin the earl of Flan- 
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• Winceflaus duke of Brabant,— fon of the emperox' 
Cha^'les Y^.^AnderJorCs i?. Ccnealogleu 

ders. 
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ders*, to requeft their attendance at his coronation, 
which was fixed for Trinity-day next enfuing t« . 

Whilft 



• Earl of Flanders,— Lewis IL the laft earl of Flanders. 
He was ftabbed in a quarrel, by John fon of the king of 
France, at Boulogne, 1.^82. — Anderson. 

t As the account of the funeral of king John is very 
di£R;rent in the fuperb edition of les Grands Chroniques de 
St. Denis, in my poffeffion, 1 tranflate it. 

•This Puefday,^ the ift day of May 1364, the body of 
^iog John who had died at London, as has been relatedf 
was brought to the abbey of St. Anthony, near Paris. It 
remained there until the Sunday following, that preparations 
Tiiight be made for the funeral. On that day, the 5th of 
May^ it was tranfported from thence to the church of N6tre 
Dame, attended by proceOions on foot from all the churches 
of Paris^ and by three of the king's fous, namely, Charles 
duke of Normandy, Lewis dulc of Anjou, and Philip duke 
of Tcrouenne : the king of Cyprus w;is alfo there. 

• The body was carried by the members of his parliament* 
as bad been the ufage with other kings, becaufe they reprc- 
fent the perfon of the king in matters of judice, which is the 
£aire(l jewel in his crown, and by which he reigns. On the 
Monday m6ming folenm mafs was fung in the church of 
N6tre Dame ; and, foon afterward, the body was carried to 
St Denis in the fame manner as it had been brought from 
the abbey of St. Anthony. The three princes and the king 
of Cyprufii followed on foot, as far as the gate of St. Landn 4» 
where they mounted their horfes, and accomp mied the body 
to the town of St. Denis, where, on their arrival, they dif- 
mounted, and, as before, followed the body on foot to the 
church. 

4. There was formerly a gate called Port St.Landri, near 
to St. Germain I'Auxerrois. It was built up in the year 
jjj8.— Af. Sauvalf /fntiquUh de Paris, 

*0n 
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Whilft thefe things were going forwards, and tho 
nobles were making preparations for the coronation, 
the French and Navarrois were advancing towards 
each other in Normandy ; the captal de Buch was 
already in the city of Evrcux, collefting his men at 
arms and foldiers from every place he could get 
them. We will fpeak of him and of fir Bertrand 
du Guefclin, as well as of a famous battle which was 
fought the Thurfday preceding Trinity Sunday, the 
day the duke was to be crowned king of France (as 
indeed he was) in the cathedral of the city of Rheims^ 

When the lord John de Grielly, known-Jby the 
appellation of thecSiptal de Buch, had completed his 
numbers of archers and foot-foldiers in the city of 
Evreux, he made his final arrangements, and ap? 
pointed as governor of it a knight called the lord 
Michael d^Orgery. He fent to Conches f the lor4 
Guy de Graville, to defend that place as a fort of 
frontier. He then marched with all his men at 
arms and archers ; for he had heard that the French 
were abroad, but was not certain in what quarter* 

* On Tuefday, the 7th day of May, the obfequies of 
the late king were performed in the chUjrch of St. Denis, 
and the body was interred on the left hand of the high altar. 

* Shortly after mafs, king Charles, the eldeft fon of the. 
late king, went into. the meadow, and there received' the. 
homages of the peers of France and other great barons. He 
then went to dinner, and remained at St. Denis that and t;he 
following day. On the Thurfday, king Charles left that 
town, to prepare for his coronation, which was fixt for the 
Trinity Sunday following.* 

* Conches, — a market- town in Normandy, four leagues 
from Evreux. 

He 
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He took the field, very defirous of finding them ; 
;md, having muftered his army, he found he had fe- 
yen hundred lances, and full three hundred archers, 
with five hundred other ferviceable pien. There 
Y^ere among them feveral good knights and fquires, 
efpecially a banneret of the kingdom of Navarre, 
nspned the lord of Saulx ; but the greatefl: and moil 
iBxpert, \idth the largeft company of men at arms 
and archers in his train, was an Englifli knight, 
called fir John JoueJ, There were alfo the lord 
Peter de Saque-ville, the lord William de Gaville, 
the lord Bertrand du Franc, Bafque de Mameil, and 
many others, who were eager to ipeet fir Bertrand 
(iu Guefclin, to give him battle. They marched 
towards Pafly * and Pont de T Arche, thinking the 
French would pafs the Seine there, if in truth tjiey 
had not already croffed it. 

It chanced that, as on the Whitfun-Wednef- 
day, the captal and his companions were riding 
through a wood, he met a herald, whofe name 
was Faucon, and who had that morning left the 
French army. As foon as the captal faw him, 
he re^gnized him, for he was one of the king 
of England's heralds, and afked him from whence 
he came, and if he could give him any intel- 
ligence of the French army. ' Yes, that I can, 
in God's name, my lord,' replied he ; ' for I only 
left them this day : they are feeking. after you, and 
are very anxious to meet with you.' ' Where are 
they ?' afked the captal, * on this or on the other fide 

* PafTy,— a town in Normandy, four leagues from Evreur. 
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of Pont de l^Arche ?* * In the Lord^s name,' an- 
fwered Faucon, ' they have paffed Pont de PArche 
and Vernon, and are, as I believe, at this moment 
very near to Pafly/ ' Tell me, I pray thee,* faid 
the captal, ' what fort of people they are, and who 
are their captains !* ' In God's name,' rqplied Fau*. 
con, 'they are full fifteen hundred combatants, and 
all good men at arms. Sir Bertrand du Guefclin is 
there, who has the largeft company of Bretons : 
there are the earl of Auxerre, the vifcount de 
Beaumont, the lord Louis de Chalons, the ford of 
Beaujeu, the lord Baudoin d*Ennequin, grand 
mafter of the crofs-bows, the archprieft, the lord 
Odoart de Renty. Some lords from Gafcony, 
your countymen, are likewife among them, with 
the men at arms of the lord d'Albret; as alfo 
the lord Aymon de Pommiers and the lord fouldich 
de la Tranj.* 

When the captal heard the names of thefe Gaf- 
cons, he was marvelloufly aftonifhed, and tumied 
red with anger: recovering his fpeech, he faid j 
* Faucon, Faucon, is it indeed true what thou haft 
juft told me of thefe Gafcon lords being in the 
French army ? and the men attached to the lord 
d* Albret ?' * Yes, in good faith, it is reaHy as I 
have faid,* anfwered the herald. * And where is 
the lord d'Albret himfelf ?' afked the captal. * In 
God's name,* anfwered Faucon, ^ he is at Paris, 
with the regent-duke of Normandy, who is making 
preparations for going to Rheims, to be crowned ; 
for it is commonly reported that that ceremony is to 
take place on Sunday next.' The captal then put 

bis 
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his hand to his head, and cried out in anger ; * By 
the head of St. Anthony, Gafcons againll Gafcons 
will make mifchief enough/ 
. Then Faucon fpoke concerning Prie (a herald 
whom the archprieft bad fent thither), and faid to 
the captal, ' My lord, there is a herald hard by 
waiting for me, whom the archpriefl has fent to 
you, and who, as I underftand from the herald, 
would willingly fpeak to you/ The captal made 
anfwer, laying, * Ha, Faucon, Faucon, tell this 
French herald, that he need not come nearer ; and 
let him fay to the archprieft, that I do not wifti to 
have any parley with him/ Sir John Jouel, upon 
this, ftepped forward, and faid, ' Why, my lord, will 
you not fee the archprieft ? perhaps he may give us 
fome information that we may profit by/ ^ The 
captal replied ; * John, John, it will not be fo ; for the 
archprieft is fo great a deceiver, that if he were to 
come among us, telling hi$ tales and his nonfenfe, 
he would examine and judge of our ftrength and 
numbers, which would turn out probably to our 
difad vantage : therefore I do not wifli to h^r of any 
parleys/ 

Faucon, king at arms, upon this, returned to the 
herald Prie, who was waiting for him at the 6nd of 
the hedge, and made fuch good and fenfible excufes 
for the captal that the herald was perfectly fatisfied, 
went back to the archprieft, and related to him all 
that Faucon had told hJm. 

By the reports of the two heralds, both armies 
were acquainted with each other's fituation. They 
therefore made fuch difpofitions, as would fpeedily 

9 force 



forcie them to itieet* When the captal had Jid^A 
from Faucon the numbers the French airmy con* 
fifted of, he immediately difpatched meffengers to 
the captains who were in the city of Evreux, with 
orders for them to fend him as many reciniits and 
young gallants* to his afliftance as they could 
poffibly colled t they were to meet him at Co* 
cherelt; for, fuppofing that he fliould find the 
French in that neighbourhood, he had determined 
to fight them wherever he fliouId meet thema 

When the meffengers came to Evreux, the lord 
Michael d*Orgery had it publicly ciled, and ftriSly 
ordered all thofe who were horfemen to join the 
captaL Upon this, there immediately fet oUt one 
hundred and twenty young companions from that 
town* 

On the Wednefday the captal de Bilch took up 
his quarters, about two o^clock, on a mountain, and 
encamped his army. The French^ who were wifh^ 
ing to meet them, marched ftraight forwards until 
they came to a river, called Yton, in that country^ 
which runs towards Evreux, having its fource near 
Conches, and encamped themfelves at their eafe^ 
this, fame Wednefday, in a handfome meadow, 
through which this river runs. 

On the tnorrow, the Navarrois decamped, and 
fent their fcouts out, to examine whether they could 

♦ Young gallants. In all the original, it is * jeunes arxxie* 
teis/ which D, Sauvage thinks fliould be bannerets, brit I do . 
not fee why. In Du Cange, armeret is a gallant, and thus I 
liave tranflated it. 

•J- Cocherel, — a village in Normandy, diocefe of Evreux. 
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learn any news of the French. The French, alfo 
fent out their fcouts on the fame errand. Before 
they had gone two leagues, each brought back td 
his army fuch intelligence as could be depended 
upon. 

The Navarrois, conduced by Faucon, marched 
ftraight by the way he had come, and, by four 
o*dock in the morning, found themfelves in the 
plains of Cocherel, with the French in front of 
them, who^ere already drawing up their army iti 
battle-array. There were a great many banners and 
pennon§ flying ; and they feemed to be in number 
more than half as many again as themfelves. 

The Navarrois direftly halted, on the outfide of a 
fmall wood. The captains affembled together, and » 
began to form their men in order of battle. 

They firft formed three battalions well and hand* 
fomely on foot, fending their baggage and attendants 
into the wood. Sir John Jouel commanded the firll 
battalion of Englilh, which confifted of men at 
arms and archers. The captal de Buch had the fe- 
cond battalion, which, one with another, was about 
four hundred combatants. With the captal, there 
were the lord of Saulx in Navarre, a young knight 
who had a banner, the lord William de Gaville, and 
the lord Peter de Saque-ville. The third battalion 
had three knights ; the lord Bafque de Mameil *, 
the lord Bertrand de Franc and the lord Saufelop- 
pins, and were in the whole about four hundred 
m^ under arms. 

* Lord Bafque de Marneil. In the memoires of BertramJ, 
he is carlled Bafcon de Manuel, and the baron de Marcenil. 

When 
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When they had formed their battalions, they 
marched them not far diftant from each other, tak- 
ing advantage of the mountain which was on their 
right, between them and the wood, porting their 
front upon this mountain facing their enemies, and 
fixing, by orders of the captal, his banner in the 
midft of a large thorn bufti. He commanded fixty 
men to remain there, to guard and defend it. They 
had fo placed it to ferve as a ftandard for them to 
rally round, if by chance of war they fhould be 
difperfed or feparated; and they ftriftly ordered, 
that no one fhould, on any pretence, defcend the 
mountain ; but if their enemies wiftied to fight, they 
muft come to feek them* 



CHAP. CCXX. 

THE BATTLE BETWEEN THE FRENCH UNDER SIR 
BERTRAND DE CUESCLIN, AND THE NAVAR- 
ROIS UNDER THE CAPTAL DE BUCH, AT 

COCHEREL IN NORMANDY. THE CAPTAL IS 

MADE PRISONER, AND VICTORY DECLARES FOR 
THE FRENCH. 

TTHUS drawn out and formed were the Engliih 
and Navarrois, who remained, as I have faid, 
upon the mountain. The French, in the mean 
time, arranged- themfelves into three battalions alfo, 
and a rear-guard. 

Sir Bertrand de Guefclin commanded the firft 
battalion, which was compofed of all his Bretons, 
and they were fronted oppofite to the battalion of 
the captal. The earl of Auxerre had the fecond 
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1)attalibn. There were with him, as his advilftrs^ the 

Tifcount de Beaumont, and the lord Baudoin d'£n- 

:aieqtun, grand mafter of the crofs-bowsw There 

"were alfo in that battalion French, Picards and 

^ormans^ and fir Odoart de Rentjj fir Enguerrant 

Wle Hefdin, fir Louis de Havenquerque^ with feveral 

«ther good knights and fquires. The third bat^ 

'•alion confifted of Burgundians, commanded by the 

archprieft : with him Were the lord de Chalons, the 

3ord de Beaujeu, the lord John de Vienne, the lord 

<juy de Felay, the lord Hugh de Vienne and many 

^niore* This battalion was to oppofe Bafque de^ 

^^lameil and his company. The other battalion, 

^^hich was to ferve as a rear-guard, was entirely 

'^compofed of Gafcons ; and they were commanded 

~M)y the lord Edmund de Pommiers, the lord Soul- 

^ich de la Trane, the lord Perdiccas d'Albret and 

^e lord Petiton de Courton. 

Thefe captains had a grand cohfultatioii. They 

^onfidered the arrangement of the captal, and that 

2is people had fixed his banner in a bufh, with part 

^of his men guarding it, as if it were to ferve a^ a 

^andard : they therefore faid, * It is abfolutely 

3ieceflaryj when the combat fhall begin, that we 

zmarch direftly for this banner of the captal, and 

that we exert ourfelves as much as pofiible to gain 

it; for, if we be fuccefsfiil, our enemies will be 

much difhearteiied, and incur great danger of being 

conquered/ 

Thefe Gafcons thought alfo of another plan, 

which was of great fervice to them, and was the 

caufe of their gaining the day. As foon as the 
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French had fortfted their line^ the principal Gafcbil 
chiefs withdrew together, and confulted for a long: 
time how they could beft ad ; for they faw that 
their enemies, from their pofition, had greatly the 
advantage over them. One of them made a pro- 
pofal, which was cheerfully liftened to r ' My lords, 
we well know that; the captal is as hardy a knight 
as can be found npon earth ; and, as long as he 
fliall be able to keep with his tnen and fight, he will 
be too much for us. I therefore think that if we 
order thirty of out boldeft and moft expert cava- 
liers, to do nothing but to follow and attack th^ 
captal, tvhilft we are making for his banner, his men 
will be thrown into fome confufion : and then our 
fliirty, by their own ftrength and that of their 
horfes, will be able to pulh through the crowd, 
and advance fo near the captal, that they may feize 
him, and carry him off between them to fome 
place of fafety, where they will remain until the end 
of the battle j for, if he can be taken by fuch- means 
as this, the day will be ours, as his army will be 
/panic-ftruck* *. 

The Gafcon knights immediately aflented' fo this 
phn, faying it was well thought of and fbould be 
followed. They chofe from their battalion, thirty 
of the moft enterprifing men at arms, and mounted 
them upon the ftrongeft and moft adive horfes they 
had Willi them. They then marched into the plain, 

• The editors of the Memoires Hiflorlques doubt very 
much this fad> in a note to the Memoire8 du G«efclm, and 
think Froiflkrt mud have heard it from a Gafcoa. 

well 
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Svell inilrufted what they were to d6. The army 
i^mained where it was^ on foot, in order of battle. 
When the French had thus drawn up their 
JForces, and each knew what he was to do, the 
<:hiefs held a confultation, and long debated what 
Sirar-cry they fliould ufe, and whofe banner or pen- 
Jion they Ihouid fix* on as a rallying point. They 
£or a long time determined to cry, * Notre Dame 
-Auxenre !' and to make the earl of Auxerre their 
commander for that day. But the earl would not 
i)y any means accept of it, excufmg himfelf by fay- 
ing ; * My lords, I return you many thanks for the 
^ood opinion you have of me, and for the honor 
you oflFer me ; but at this moment I cannot accept 
of fuch an office, for I am too young to undertake 
fo honorable a charge. This is the firft pitched 
battle I was ever at : for which reafon I miift beg of 
you to rmke another choice. We have here many 
very able and- entei-prifing knights, fuch as my lot* d 
Bertranddu Guefclin, my lord the archprieft, my 
lord the grand matter of the crofe-bows, my lord 
l^evns de Chalons, my lord Edmund dc Ponmu^^ 
and fir Odoart de Renty, who have been in many 
hard engagements, and know much better than I 
do what in fuch cafes is proper to be done. I muft, 
therefore, intreat you to excufe me from accepting 
your honorable offer.' 

The chiefs, after looking at each other, faid; 
** Earl of Auxerre, you are the higheft by birth, and 
of the largeft property and eftates of any of us : you 
have therefore the right of being our chief.* * Cer- 
tainly, my lords,* replied the earl of Auxerre, 
* what yop fay k very pleafing to me ; but this day 
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I will only rank as one of your companions j aiid^ 
whether I live or die, I wiU hazard the adventure 
among you j but, as to the command^ I am deter- 
qiined not to accept it/ 

They again looked at each other, in order ta fee 
whom< they fhpuld fix on for their chiefr Sir Ber- 
trand du Guefclin was uiianimoufly thought on,, 
and confidered as the beft knight pf the whole com.- 
pany, one who had be^n engaged in the great eft. 
number of battles, and who was the beft informed 
in military affairs,. 

It was therefore refolved they fliould cry, * Notre 
Dame Guefclin !* and that the whole arrangement 
of that day ihould be as fir Bertrand would order it. 

Every thing, therefore, being, fettled, each lord 
retired to his banner or pennon. They found that 
their enemies were ftill upon the hill, and had n^t 
quitted their ftrong fituation (not having a defu'e or 
thought of fo doing), which very much vexed the 
French, feeing that they had greatly the advantage 
where they were> and that the fun was beginning, to 
be high, which was the more to their difad vantage, 
for it was at that feafoa very hot. This delay was 
what the moft able and expert knights dreaded ;. for 
they were as yet fafting, and had not brought with 
them any wine or victuals worth mentioning, except 
fome of the lords, who had fmall flagons of wine 
that were foou emptied, and none had been pro- 
cured or thought of in the morning, as they 
imagined the engagement would begin on their 
arrival : but this, as it appeared, was not the cafeu 
The Englifti and Navarrois deceived them thus by 
fubtlety, and it was a late hour b^ore they engaged. 
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When the French lords perceived their fituation, 
they aflembled in council, to know what would be 
-the heft for them to do, and whether they (hould 
inarch to attack them or not. In this council, all 
ivere not of the fame opinion. Some wiflied to %ht, 
whatever might be the confequences ; for, they faid. 
It would be fhameful for them to make any diffi- 
culties about it. But others, better advifed, faid, 
that if they Ihould begin the combat, fituated as 
they were fo much to their difadvantage, they would 
-be in the greateft danger, and out of five men they 
fliould certainly lofe three. In fliort, they could not 
^gree to fight in their prefent pofition. 

During this time, the Navarrois faw them very 
plainly, and how they were formed: they faid to 
each other, * Look at them : they will very fbon 
xome to us, for they have a good will fo to do/ 

There were among them fome knights and 
fquires of Normandy, that had been made prifoners 
by the Englifh and Navarrois, who had been al- 
lowed perfeft liberty to go and ride about wherever 
they pleafed^ upon the faith of their word of honor, 
provided they did not bear arms in favor of the 
French. They rode towards the French army, and, 
in converfation, faid to the French lords ; * My 
lords, confider what you are about ; for, (hould this 
day pafs without an engagement, your enemies will 
to-morrow receive a very large reinforcement ; as it 
is reported among them, that the lord Louis de 
Navarre is on his road to join them with at leaft 
four hundred lances.* 

L3 This 
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This intelligence much inclined the French tQ 
attack the Nayarrois at all events : they were made 
ready for it two or three different tiines : \)]M the 
^ifer advice got the better, Thofe lords faid, * Let 
us wait a little longer, . and fee what they will do ; 
for they are fo proud and prefumptuous that they 
are as eager to fight us as we j^re to meet them.^ 
Many of them were very ill and faint, from the 
great heat, as it was now about noon : they had 
fafted all the morning, and had been under arms : 
they were therefore much heated by the fun, which 
affefted them doubly through their armour. They 
ffiid, therefore, * If we attempt to fight them by~ 
afcending the hill in our prefent ftate, we (hall moft 
certainly be beaten ; but if we retreat to our quar* 
ters, through the neceffity of the cafe, by to-morrow 
inoming we fhall form a better plan.* Thus had 
they different opinions on what was to be done. 

When the knights of France (to whofe honor the. 
command of this army was mtrufted) faw the 
Englifh and Navarrois were not inclined to quit 
their ftrong hold, and that it was now mid^^iay; 
having heard the information which the French 
prifoners who had vifited their army had given, and 
having confidered that the greater part of their men 
were exceedingly hurt and faint, through the heat; 
they met together, by the advice of fir Bertrand 
du Guefclin^ whofe orders they obeyed, and held 
another council. 

* My lords,* faid he, * we perceive that our ene- 
mies are very eager to fight us, and have a great 
wifli for it J but, however violent that may be, they 

will 
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w3l%ot defcead from their ftrong pofirion, unlefe 
by a plan whkh I fhall propofe to you. We will 
make difpofitions, as if for a retreat, not intending 
to_ fight this day ; (our men, indeed, are fevereiy 
affiided by the great heat) ; and order our fervants, 
baggage, hbrfes, &c. to crofs the bridge and river, 
jsind retire to our quarters: we will, at the fame 
time keep dofe to them, watching attentively the 
^enemy's motions. If they really wilh to 6ght us, 
they will defcend the hill, and follow us into the 
plain. As foon as we fliall perceive their motions, 
if they ad as I think they will, we fhall be ready 
armed to wheel about, and thus fhall have them 
jnore to our advantage.* This propofal was ap- 
jproved of by all, and confidered as the beft that 
^ould have been offered. 

Each lord, therefore, returned to his people, 
minder his banner or pennon. The trumpets founded 
iais for a retreat, and every knight and fquire ordered 
Jbis fervants to crofs the river with their baggage. 
This the greater part did, and afterward the men at 
amns followed, but very flowly. 

When fir John Jouel (who was an expert and 
valiant knight, and eager to engage with the French) 
Xaw the manner of their retreat, he faid to the cap- 
•€al, * My lord, my lord, let us now defcend boldly : 
^0 you not fee how the French are running away ?* 
^ Ha,' replied the captal, * they are only doing fo 
lOut of malice, and to draw us down.' 

Sir John Jouel, upon this advanced forward (for 
ie was very defirous of fighting), crymg out, * St. 
George I* and faid to his battalion, * March : thofe 
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that love me let them follow me, for I am going to 
engage*. He then drew his fword, and, with it in his 
hand, marched at the head of his battalion. He and 
his company were almoft down the hill before the 
captal moved ; but when he found this to be fo, and 
that fir John Jouel meant to, fight without him,, he 
eonfidered it as a great prefumption, and faid to 
thofe around him, * Come, let us defcend the hill 
fpeedily^ for fir John Jouel fhall not fight without 
me.* 

The company of the captal advanced forwards, 
with him at their head, his fword in his hand. 
When the French, who had been watching them all 
the time, faw them defcend and enter the plain, 
they were mightily rejoiced, and faid, * See now, 
what we have been waiting for all this day has 
come to pafe!* They then faced about, with a 
thorough good will to meet their enemies, crying 
out *.N6tre Dame Guefclin !* 

They drefled their banners in front of the Na- 
varrois, and began to form under them from all 
parts and on foot. On the fide of the Navarrois, 
fir John Jouel advanced,, fword in hand, moft 
valiantly, and drew up his battalion oppofite to that 
of the Bretons, which was commanded by fir Ber- 
trand -du Guefclin, and performed many gallant 
deeds of arms ; for he was a bold knight ; but he 
found there one that was too able a match for him. 

The knights and fquires then fpread themfelves 
over the plain, and began to fight with all forts of 
weapons, juft as they could lay hands upon them j^ 
and each party met the other with great courage. 

The 
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The Englifli and Navarrois fliouted out, * Sjt# 
George !* the French, * Notre Dame Guefclin !' 

In this battle, there were many good knights on \ 
the fide of the French : fir Bertrand du Guefclin^ 
the young earl of Auxere, the vifcount de Beau- 
mont, fir Baudoin d'Ennequin, grand mafter of the 
crofs-bows, the lord Louis de Chalons, lord An- 
thony the young lord de Beaujeu, who raifed his 
banner for the firft time, the lord Anthony de 
Kanerly, fir Odoart dc Renty, fir Enguerrand de 
HSdin. 

In like manner, in the battalion of Gafcons, who 
were drawn up by themfelves, there combated moft 
valiantly, fir Aymon de Pommiers, fir Perdiccas 
d'Albret, the fouldich de la Trane, fir Petiton de 
Courton, and feveral others of the fame fort. This 
battalion was formed oppofite to that of the captal, 
which confided of Gafcons alfo, and they were very 
defirous of meeting. There were many hard blows 
given, and many valorous deeds of arms performed 
on each fide ; for no one fhould wilfully lie. 

It may be alked, * What became of the archprieft, 
who was an excellent knight, and had the command 
of a battalion, that I have not hitherto made any 
mention of him ? I will tell the truth. As foon as 
the archprieft faw the enemies drawn up, and that 
the battle was going to begin in eameft, he quitted 
his company, but faid to his people, and particularly 
to his banner-bearer ; * I order and command you, 
under pain of my greateft difpleafure, that you re- 
main where you are, and wait the event of the battle* 

Ifet 
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I fet out diredly from hence, not meaning to return ; 
for I can neither bear arms nor fight againft fome of 
the knights that are with the enemy. If any one 
fliould inquire after me, this is the anfwer that you 
will give him.' He then fet out, accompanied by a 
fmgle fquire, re-croffed the river, and left the others 
to make the beft of it. They did not notice his 
abfence, as they faw his banner, and thought he was 
among them, until the bufmefs was over. 

I will now fpeak of this battle, and hpw it was 
ftiffly maintained. At the commence nent of the 
confliQ:, when fir John Jouel had defcended the hill, 
he was followed by all a^ clofely as they could, and 
even by the captal and his company, w^ho thought 
they fhould have gained the day ; but it turned out 
otherwife. 

When they perceived that the French had 
^wheeled about in good order, they immediately 
found they had been deceived. However, like 
determined men, they were not panic-ftruck at the 
difcovery, but were refolved to recover it by their 
gallantry in the combat. 

They retreated a little, then aflembled together, 
and after that they opened their raiiks to give rooni 
to their archers, who were in the rear, to make ufe 
of their bows. When the archers were advanced in 
front, they extended themfelves, and began to exert 
themfelves handfomely in (hooting ; but the French 
were fo ftrongly armed and fhielded againft their 
arrows, they were but little hurt by them, if at all, 
and for this did not fight the lefs valiantly, but inter. 

mixed 
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mixed themfelves with the Englifh arid Navarrofe, 
as did the Englifh with them, equally e^^ger in the 
pmbat. 

There was much hacking and cutting of each 
other, with lances and battle-axes, feizing each other 
by main ftrength and wreftling. They took and 
ranfomed prifoners from each alternately, and were 
fo much intermixed together, that they engaged 
man to man, and behaved with a degree of valour 
fcarcely to be credited but by eye-witneffes. 

You may eafily imagine that in fuch. a crowd,and 
fo fituated, numbers were thrown down, wounded 
and killed: for neither fide fpared the other. 
The French had need not to fleep on their bridles ; 
for they had oppofed to them men of ability and de^ 
termined. enterprife. Each, therefore, loyally agreed, 
not only to defend himfelf and his poft vigoroufly, 
but to take every advantage that (hould offer : if 
they had not done fo, they mufl: have been defeated. 
In truth, I muft fay, that the Bretons and Gafcons 
were good men, and performed many gallant feats 
of arms. 

I wifli now to fpeak of the thirty who liad been 
feleded to attack the captaL They had been ex- 
cellently mounted, on the beft horfes of the army, 
and attentive to nothing but their orders (as, being 
fo charged, they were bound to do) : they advanced 
in a clofe body towards the captal, who was ufing 
his battle-axe manfully, and gave fuch deadly 
ftrokes with it that none dared approach him. They 
pulhed through the crowd by the flrength cf then- 
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horfes, as well as by the help of fome Gafcons who 
had accompanied them. 

Thefe thirty men, who, as you have feen, were 
fo well mounted, and who knew well what they 
were to do, neither looking to the ri(k nor danger, 
made up diredly to the captal and furrounded him. 
They all fell upon him, and carried him off by dint 
of force, quitting the fpot diredly. This created 
great confufion, and all the battalions drew thither- 
ward ; for the captains men were like to madmen, 
fhouting out, * Refcue, refcue the captal !' All this, 
neverthelefs, was of no fervice or help to them ; 
for, in faft, the captal was carried off in the manner 
I have related, and placed in fafety. However, at 
the moment this happened, it was not truly known 
which fide had the beft of the battle. 

In this grand buftle and confufion, whilft the 
Navarrois and Englifli, like madmen, were follow- 
ing the captal, who had been captured before their 
eyes, fir Aymon de Pommiers, fir Petiton de Gour- 
ton, the fouldich de la Trane, and the company of 
the lord d' Albret, determined unanimoufly to make 
for the banner of the captal, which was fixed in 
a bufh, and which ferved as a ftandard for the 
Navarrois. 

The attack and defence were equally (harp and 
vigorous ; for it was guarded by good men : parti- 
cularly, by fir Bafcon de Mameil and fir Geoffry 
de Rouffillon: many were wounded, killed, un- 
horfed and refcued. The Navarrois, at laft, who 
were near this bulh and about the banner, were 
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faltiken in upon and forced to retreat. Sir Bafcoti 
de Mameil with feveral others were flain. Sir 
Geoffry de RouffiUon was made prifoner by fir 
Aymon de Pommiers. The banner of the captid 
"was immediately feized : and tbofe who defended it 
were either killed, taken, or had retreated fo far 
that there was no news of them* 

Whilft the banner of the captal, was thus con- 
quered, torn and dragged upon the ground by the 
Gafcons, the Bretons, the French, the Picards, the 
Normans and Burgundians were mod valiantly 
fighting in anotHer part of the field ; and well it 
behoved them fo to do, for the Navarrois had made 
them retreat. Among the French, there was already 
killed the vifcount de Beaumont; the more the 
pity, for he was a young knight, well formed to do 
great things. His people, to their great forrow, 
had carried him out of the battle, and guarded him, 
as I have heard related, by thofe of both fides. Na 
one had ever feen a battle, with the like number of 
combatants, fo well fought as this was ; for they 
were all on foot, and combated hand to hand, 
intermixing with each other, and ftriving for viftory 
with the arms they ufed, and, in particular, with ihofe 
battle-axes which gave fuch afloniihingly fatal blows. 

Sir Petiton de Courton and the fouldich de la 
Trane were forely wounded, infomuch that they 
could do no fervice during the remainder of the 
day. Sir John Jouel, by whom the combat began, 
and who had moft courageouily attacked and 
fought the French, performed, that day, many very 
gallant feats of arms, and never deigned once tb rei 
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tl^t. lie had been engaged fo £ar in the battle' 
that he was grievoufly wounded in feveral parts or 
the head and body, arid at laft made prifoner by a 
fquire of Brittany under fir Bertrand du Guefclin 5 
he was then carried out of the crowd. 

At length, the French gained the field ; but oa 
their fide there were killed the grand mafter of the 
crofs-bows, fir Louis de Havenquerque, and many 
others. On the fide of the Navarrois, the lord de 
Saulx and numbers of his people were flain. 

Sir John Jfouel died in the courfe of the day^ 
There were made prifoners, fir William de Graville, 
fir Peter de Seqainville, fir GeofFry de Rouflillon, fur 
Bertrand du Franc^ and feveral more. Few of thes 
Navarrois efcaped being flain or taken. This battle 
was fought in Normandy, pretty near to Cocherel, 
on a Thurfday, the a4th day of May 1364 *. 

After this defeat, when all the dead were (tripped^ 
and thofe who had made prifoners had put them 
afide and attended to the wounded; whai the 
greztcr part of the French, having re-paffed the? 
bridge, were retiring bruifed and weary, to thdf 
quarters ; fir Guy de Graville, fon of fir William ,de 
Graville, who had been made a prifoner, having in 
hafte left Conches (a garrifon-town of the Na* 



• * ft is fingular enough, that the date of fo mernorable a 
battle ftiould not have been more certainly known. Hiftorians 
place it the 23d May 1364. Du Chatelet reports ancient 
M&S9 which prove it to have been the 16th May. 

' FroifTarty in relating this battle, differs from onr me- 
snpires in feveral details/ &c.— M«ww/r/ HiftoriquiSi vol. iv. 
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VaxTois), with fifty loncemen, intending to join the 
captal, came on full fpeed to the field where the 
battle had been fought. Upon which, the French 
in the rear cried out, * Let us turn back, for here 
are more enemies.* 

On hearing this, fir Aymon and his company, 
who had remained on the field,- feeing thefe Na- 
varrois advancing, fixed his pennon aloft in a bufh, 
as a rallying poll for the French. When fir Guy 
fa[w this, and heard the Ihout of * N6tre Dame 
Gueiclir) */ and that none of his party appeared, but 
plenty of dead bodies were lying around, he foon 
found that the Navarrois had been difcomfited ; he 
therefore quickly faced about, and returned the 
way he came. 

In the eveifing, the French examined thofe pri- 
foners whom they had in their tents. The arch* 
prieft was much inquired about, and fpoken o^ 
when it was found that he had not been in the 
engagement : his people made the beft excufes for 
him they could. You muft know that the thhty 
cavaliers who had carried off the captal, as you have 
heard, never halted until they had brought him iafe 
to Vemoa, and lodged him in the caftle. On {he 
morrow, the French decamped, and marched to the 
dty of ILouen, where tiiey left a part of their 
prifoners« 
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CHAP, ccxxr, 

Charles v. surnamed the wise, is CROWiJED^ 

KING OF FRANCE, HIS BROTHER PHILIP IS. 

INVESTED WITH THE DUCHY OF BURGUNDY, 
AND SENT AGAINST THE FREE COMPANIES OF 
PILLAGERS. 

ryUJ Trinity-day 1364^ king Charles, eldefl: fon of 
the late king John of France, was erowtied amd 
confecrated king, in the great church of our Lady 
at Rheiras, by the archbifhop of that city ; and 
with him his queen, the daughter of duke Peter of 
Bourbon* The king of Cyprus, the dukes of Anjou 
and Burgundy, the lord Wenceflaus of Bohemia^ 
duke of Luxembourg and Brabant, the eark of Eu, 
of Dampmartin, of Tancarville, of Vaudemont, and 
great numbers of other lords and prelates were pre* 
fent at this ceremony. 

There were great entertainments and feafts at 
Rheims, during the time the king remained^ which 
was five days : he then departed for Parifr. It would 
take me a long time were I to relate all the 
fine ihows and feafts the Parifians made for him at 
his entry. The lords after this, that is to fay, the 
ilrangers who had come to his coronationj^ returned 
to their own countries. 

When the king of France was come back to 
Paris, he gave the inveftiture of the duchy of 
Burgundy to his youngefi brother, who left Paris 
with a noble company, in order to take pofleflion 
and receive the homage of the barons, knights, 
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tide^ caftle8 and large towns in that duchy. After 
he had vifited that whole country, he iretumed to 
Paris. 

He brought with him the archprieft, who ap* 
peafed the ang^r of the king, which he had incurred 
by not fighting at the battle of Cocherel, by the 
fair reafons he gave for not bearing ailns againit 
the captal *. The captal had been brought a prifoneir 
to Paris, and, through the interceffion of the lord 
d'All^ret, obtained his liberty on his parole. H6 
alfo affifted the archpriefl to excufe himfelf towards 
^the king, as well as towards the French knights 
who had talked very fcurvily of him, notwith- 
ftanding he had overthrown lately, in a part of 
Burgundy, beyond Dijon, four hundred pillagers ; 
over whom Guillpt du Pin, Taillebert, Taillebour** 
don and John de Chaufour were captains. 

About this time, the king of France ordered fir 
Peter de Sequainville to be beheaded in the city of 
Roueii, for having taken the part of the Navarrois* 
Sir William de Graville would have undergone the 
fame punifiiment, if his fon, fir Guy, had not fignified 
to the king of France, that whatever treatment his 



• The archprieft, according to the life of Charles V. hj 
the abb6 de Choify, had oftentimes changed fides : fome- 
times for the king of France, but oftener for the king of 
NaVarrci becauf<£ there was more licence allowed the foldiers 
of his army. After the peace, he pillaged various pro* 
vinces of France. In his retreat from the emperor Charles 
IV. liear Macon In Bui*gundy, he was aflaflinated by his own 
men* His death gave great joy to the people, whom he had 
robbed for ten years fucceffively.~.fl^wr^ Ji Charts F. p. 88. 
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father fuffered, he would do the like to fir Beau* 
mont de Laval, a great lord of Brittany, whom he 
kept as his prifoner. Upon this, the family of fir 
Beaumont interceded with the king, and exerted 
themfelves fo effeSually that they obtained the 
exchange of fir Beaumont for fir William de Gra- 
vill 
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Sir Bertrand du Guefclin, at this time, gained 
the caflle of Roulleboife, by prefenting the governor 
of it, fir Vautaire Auftard, with fix thoufand francs, 
who r.t'red to Brabant, whence he had come. 

Many large companies of pillagers ftill kept 
poffeffion of different forts in the countries of 
Caux, Normandy, Beauce and Perche, whence 
they greatly harafled the kingdom of France : fome 
under pretence of ferving the king of Navarre ; 
others, for themfelves, robbed and deflroyed the 
country without any claims of right or of reafon. 

The king of France fent his brother, the duke of 
Burgundy, againfl thefe pillagers, who appointed 
his rendezvous in the city of Chartres. He then 
took the field, accompanied by fir Bertrand d*i 
Guefclin, the lord de Boucicaut, the earl of Auxerre, 
the lord Louis de Chalons, the lord de Beaujeu, fir 



* In the Memoircs Hiftorlques, note 31. of Bertrand du 
Guefclin, it is fald, that fir William de Graville was ran- 
fomed from fir. Guy de Bayeux, who had taken him, for one 
thoufand florins, and that the king was fo much angered by 
It, againft Bayeux and his children, they were forced to leave 
the kingdom : the kipg afterwards pardoned them. In the 
continuation, however, of this note, it is related nearly the 
fame as Froiflarl tells it. 

Aymon 
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Aymon de Pommiers, the lord Raineval, Pierre de 
Villaines, fumamed le BSgue, the lord Nicholas de 
^S^^> grand matter of the crofs-bows, fir Odoart 
de Renti, fir Enguerrand de H6din, and full five 
thoufand combatants* 

When they found they muttered fo ibrong^ 
they divided themfelves into three bodies; from 
^vhich fir Bertrand took, at the mott, one thoufand 
fighting men; and marched for the country of Cou-* 
tantin^ towards the neighbourhood of Cherbourg, 
to guard the frontiers, and to prevent the Navai"- 
rois froiA doing any mifchief to Normandy. The 
lord of Sancerre, the earl of Joigny, the lord Arnold 
d*Andreghen, and a crowd of knights and fquires 
from Brittany and Normandy, accompanied tit 
Bertrand. 

Another divifion was under the command of the 
lord John de la Riviere ; and with him were many 
knights and fquires of France and Picardy, whom 
he fent towards Evreux. 

The duke had the largeft divifion. He went 
and laid fiege to the cattle of Marcheville *, which 
was a very ftrong fortrefs, ia poffeflion of the Na- 
varrois. He ordered many machines to be brought 
from Chartres, by which he flung into it ftones and 
other things day and night, that much annoyed the 
garrifon. 



• Marcheville> — a town in Beaucej diocefe of Chartres. 
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CHAP. CCXXII. 

THE LORD LEWIS OF NAVARRE MAKES INCUR- 
SIONS INTO FRANCE. THE DUKE OF BUR- 
GUNDY PLANS SEVERAL EXPEDITIONS AGAINST 
HIM, BUT IS FORCED TO GO INTO BURGUNDY, 
TO DEFEND IT AGAINST THE EARL DE MONT- 
BELIART. 

"^^HILST thefe men at arms were harafling the 
Navarrois and enemies of the realm, in 
3eauce and in Normandy, the lord Lewis of 
Navarre (the lord Philip being dead) ^ad taken 
upon himfelf the management of the war for his 
brother the king of Navarre, and had fent a chal- 
lenge to the king of France, becaufe the .objefl: of 
this war was perfonal to their family, being for a 
right of inheritance* He had therefore affembled 
men at arms ever fmce the battle of Cocherel, and 
was collefting them from every part he could get 
them. He had been fo a£i;ive himfelf, and by 
means of the captains of companies, of which great 
numbers flill remained in France, that he had 
afl'embled upwards of twelve hundred lances. 

With him were fir Robert KnpUes * fir Robert 
Ceny f and fir Robert Briquet de Carfnelle J. The 

* Sir Robert Knojlrs was a great captain, and the maker of 
his own fortune. There is a doubt if he were or were not 
a knight of the Garter (No. 74). See M. Anftis. Having 
confidered the difi'trent very great employments he held, 
&c. I am inclined to believe he was of the Garter. 

f Sir. Kohert Ceny,— (ir Robert Cheney. See hi» pedigree 
in M Gough's Sepulcliral Monuments. His defcendants 
were called to the houfe of peers, 3d Kenry VII. 

X Sir Robert Brftjuet de Carlnelle. I can fi^nd nothing 
about him- 

men 
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tten at arms, who were every day increafing, were * 
quartered between the rivers Loire and Allier*, 
and had overrun a part of the Bourbonnois and 
Auvergne, between Moulins t, St. Pierre le Mout 
flier \ and St. Pourfaint §. From this body, whom 
the Lord Lewis de Navarre commanded, a com- 
pany of about three thoufand were detached under 
the orders of Bertrand de la Salle and Qrtingo, 
They croffed the Loire above Marcilly les Non•^ 
nainsjl, and pufhed forward with fo much h^e, 
that by day-break they came before la Charite ^, a 
large and well inclofed town upon the Loire. 

This they immediately fcaled without any 9ppo- 
fltion ; and, having entered the town, took poflef-^ 
fion of that part of it ; but, as they were fe^ufiil 
left the townf-people might have laid an ambufcade 
for them, they dared not advance furtherimtil it 
ihould be broad day. 

During this delay, the inhs^bitants of the town 
embarked all their moft valuable things in boat$ 
which were on the river Loire, and, having alfo 
placed their vwves and children in them, failed oflf 

* Allien, — a river in Languedoc, which pfes in the Gc* 
vaudan, near the village of Coudray, whence, flowing north- 
wardsi it traverfes Auvergne and the Bourbonnois^ and 
then^ entering the Nivemois> falls into the Loir«, about a 
league above Nevers. 

f Moulins, — capital of the Bourbonnois, on the Allier. 

J St. Pierre le Mouftier,— a town of the Nivemois. 
* f Saint Pourfaint, — a town of Auvergne. 

H Mkrcilly les Nonnains, — a village in Berry, elcdVion of 
la Charit^. 

% La Cbaritp,— a town m the Nivemois. 

M3 in 
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in fafety towards the city of Nevers, which was five 
leagues diftant. 

The Englifh, Navarrois and Gafcons, who had 
entered the town, upon day appearing, marched 
forwards, but found all the houfes empty. Upon 
this, they called a council, to confider if they (hould 
keep pofTeflion of the town and fortify it ; for it 
would be very convenient for them, as a place of 
ftrength, to atack each fide of the Loire. 

They fent to inform the lord Lewis de Navarre 
of their fituation, who was at that time in Auvergne, 
and who immediately difpatched to them fir Robert 
Briquet, with three hundred armed men. They 
crofTed the country without moleftation, and entered 
the town of la Charite, by the bridge over the 
Loire. When they were thus affembled together, 
they were in fuch force, they began to make grie- 
vous war upon the kingdom of France. 

We will return to the duke of Burgundy, whom 
we left befieging Marcheville. He had done fo 
much by his machines and by his aflfaults, that the 
garrifon furrendered upon having their lives and 
fortunes fpared. The duke fent the lord de Bou- 
cicaut, and nhe lord John de Vienne, marfhal of 
Burgundy, to take pofleffion of it. He gave the 
caftle to a fquire of Beauce, called William de 
Chartres, and forty men to guard it. The duke 
then led his army to the caftle of Camerolles, which 
he furrounded, for it is fituated in the flat country. 
It is time to fay fomething of the lord John de la 
Riviere, who was befieging Acquigni, near to 
PafTy, in the county of Evreux. He had under him 

two 
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two thoufand good combatants ; for he was fo great 
a favorite with the king that « he managed the 
finances according to his pleafure. 

This caftle of Acquigni was garrifoned by Eng- 
lifli, Normans, French and Navarrois, who had fled 
thither after the battle of Cocherel. They defended 
themfelves well, and were amply provided with ar* 
tillery and provifion. Notwithftanding this, matters 
were fo well managed, that they furrendered upoa 
having their lives and fortunes fpared, and carried 
their property with them to Cherbourg, whither 
they retired. The lord John placed a new gar- 
rifon in the caftle, and marched toward the city of 
Evreux, 

Under his command, were fir Hugh de Chatillon, 
the lord of Sanny, the lord Louis de Sancerre, 
fir Matthew de Roye, the lord of Monfang, the lord 
of Eloy, the lord of Crequi, the lord of Campy, fir 
Odoart de Renti, fir Enguerrand de Hedin, and 
many other knights and fquires of France. 

In the mean time, the duke of Burgundy prefled 
fo hard upon the garrifon of CameroUes, that they 
were forced to furrender at difcretion. All the 
foreign foldiers were pardoned ; but fome French 
pillagers, who had taken refuge there, were put to 
death. 

Some of the principal burgeffes of Chartres came 
to the duke's camp, to intreat of him to give them 
the caftle of CameroUes, as a recompenfe for the 
ufe of their machines ; for it had done them much 
harm in former times. The duke confented to their 

M 4 re- 
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requeft; and immediately they fent workmen, whd 
levelled the caftle Vith the ground. 

The duke marched next to a caftle called Drue, 
which is fituated in the plains of Beauce, and was 
in the poffeffion of pillagers. He took it by ftorm, 
and killed all that were found in it. He then halted 
before a caftle called Preux, and furrounded it on 
all fides. He made many an affault, in hopes of car- 
rying it ; but at laft the garrifon furrendered on hav* 
ing their lives fpared : they carried nothing with 
them : but all the French remained prifoners at the 
duke's wilU 

The duke ordered the caftle to be taken poffeffion 
of by his marfhals, and made a prefent of it to a 
knight of Beauce, called fir Peter du Bois, in order 
that he might fufficiently guard and repair it. The 
duke, and the greater part of his army, went after 
this to Chartres, to refrefh themfelves. 

When he had been there five or fix days, he fet 
out to befiege the caftle of C6nnie *, which had 
done much mifchief to all the country round, and 
pointed againft it fix large machines. 

Puring the time thefe fieges, affaults and con* 
quefts were going forward in Beauce and Normandy, 
the lord Lewis de Navarre was overrunning Au- 
vergne. He kept the field, and impoverifhed the 
whole country ; for no one went forth againft him. 
Thofe alfo who were at la Charite upon the Loire 
did in thofe parts juft what they pleafed. 

» ■!■■ ■ ■'■■ ■ ■ 1———^—— — — Ml— «— ^— j^^i— 1^^^^^ 

J^ CottnIe,^r-a village in Beauce, eledion of Chateaiidun. 

On 
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Oa the other hand, the earl of Montbeliart, widi 
£>me allies from Germany, had entered the duchy 
of Burgundy, near Befan9on, and was defpoiling' it4 
On which account, the king of France ordered the 
duke of Burgundy to raife the liege of Connie, and 
tome to Paris ; for it was neqeflary that h^ ihould 
go into Burgundy. 

The duke, on receiving this news, was very pen- 
five ; for he had publicly declared, that he would 
never dq>art from Connie until he had (ubjeded k 
to hi$ will. But thofe of his council made him un- 
derftand, that fmce the king, who had fent him 
thither, ordered him to return, he might very well 
leave the place without difgrace. Thofe in Connie 
had no informution whatever refpefting this ; they 
were, therefore fummoned by the marflials to fur- 
render unconditionally, which, they refufed. They 
faid, they were willing to furrender, on having their 
Jives and fortunes fpared. Thefe terms were then 
agreed upon. The duke gave the caftle to a fquire 
of Beauce, • whofe name was Philip d* Arcieres, who 
repaired it, and garrifoned it with good and trufly 
men. 

The duke went to Chartres, and then gave up the 
coipmajid of the greater divifion of his army to the 
earl of Aujcerre, Boucicaut and the lord Louis de 
Sancerre. He fet out for Paris, taking with him 
the lord Louis d'Alen^on, the lord of Beaujeu, and 
the lord of Vienne. He ordered the Burgundians* 
to march towards Burgundy as fpeedily as poffible. 
But the duke himfelf went to meet the king, who 
V^as at that time at Vaux la Comtefle in Brie. He 

re- 
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l^emained but one day there, and then fet out for 
Troyes in Champagne ; whence he took the road to 
Langres, fending every where for men at arms. The 
Burgundians were already coUeded, and drawn out 
as a frontier to their enemies : the archprieft, the 
lord of Chateau Vilain, the lord of Vergey, the lord 
of Grancy, the lord of Souboumon, the lord 
of Rougemont, and a very rich man called John of 
Boulogne, the lord of Prifes, fir Hugh de Vienne, 
the lord du Chatel, the biftiop of Langres, and 
feveral more, who. were all mightily rejoiced on the 
arrival of their lord the duke. 

They immediately marched againfl: their enemies, 
who were full fifteen hundred lances ; but they re- 
treated acrofs the Rhine. Upon which, the Bur- 
gundians entered the county of Montbelliard, and 
burnt the greater part of it. 



CHAP. CCXXIII. 

KING CHARLES ORDERS THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY 

TO BESIEGE LA CHARITE. HE WANTS IT TO 

SURRENDER UNCONDITIONALLY, THAT HE MAY 
SEND ASSISTANCE TO LORD CHARLES DE BLOIS, 
WHO IS CONTESTING THE DUCHY OF BRIT- 
TANY WITH THE EARL OF MONTFORT. 

TN the interim, the king of France fent his con- 
ftable, the lord Moreau de Fiennes, and two 
marfhals, the lord de Boucicaut and John de Mau- 
querchi, lord of Blainville, accompanied by many 
knights and fquires, to befiege la Charite upon the 

Loire. 
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Loire. On their arrival, they attacked it on one 
fide, and every day had IHirmiflies with the garrifon 
pf the place. 

When the duke of Burgundy and the greater 
part of his troops, who had accompanied him into 
the county of Montbelliard, were returned to Paris, 
the king fent him, with upwards of a thou&nd 
lances, to la Charite, 

There were then at that fiege three thoufand 
knights and fquire§, of whom many went every day 
to fldrmifh with the garrifon ; when feveral were 
killed and wounded on both fides. 

At a fally which the garrifon made, the lord 
Robert of Alen9on, fon of the earl of Alen9on, who 
was killed at Crecy, and the lord Louis d*Auxerre, 
who was fon of the earl of Auxerre, and brother 
to the earl of Auxerre,- then prefent, were knighted, 
and difplayed their banners. 

The inhabitants of la Charitd were very hard 
preffed, and would willingly have furrendered upon 
terms ; but the duke was refolved to have them un*. 
conditionally, and for that reafon had guarded the 
river fo that no provifion could enter the town. 

During this time, the lord Lewis de Navarre, 
who was deftroying every thing before him in the 
country of Auvergne, exerted himfelf much, and 
aflembled a fufEcient body of men to enable him to 
raife the fiege of la Charite : he had collected two 

thoufand combatants at the leaft, and had alfo fent 
into Brittany to requeft that fir Robert Knolles, fir 
Walter Huet, fir Matthew Gournay, and feveral 
other knights and fquires, would haften to his 
affifl:ance. They would have complied cheerfully ; 

but 
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but at the time they were engaged with the earl of 
Montfort, befieging the caftle of Auray ♦j who had 
fwom he would not depart until it had fubmitted to 
his pleafure. 

When the lord Lewis found he could not have 
their aid, he retreated, by the orders of his brother, 
toward Cherbourg. Upon which, the king of 
France, that the lord Charles de Blois might have 
more men at arms, commanded the duke of Bur- 
gundy to treat with the garrifon for their furrender- 
ing the town and fort, on condition of not bearing 
arms for the king of Navarre during three years,. 
The garrifon complied with thefe terras, furrendered 
la Charite, took nothing with them, and marched 
out on foot ; they paffed through the kingdom of 
France under paflports of the duke of Burgundy, 
The old inhabitants of la Charite now returned 
back to it, having been forced to refide in other 
placfes. The duke went to Paris, 

After this, the king of France granted permiffion 
for his coufm the lord Charles de Blois, to raife in 
his kingdom a thoufand lances. He again wrote to 
fir Bertrand du Guefclin, who at the time was in 
Normandy, to march to the affiftance of the lord 
Charles, againft the earl of Montfort. 

Thefe orders gave fir Bertrand great pleafure, 
for he had always confidered the lord Charles aa 
his natural lord. He fet out therefore, from Nor- 
mandy with all the troops that were under him, and 

* Auray, — a fea-port in Brittany, diocefe of Vannes. 
One of my MSS. fays, it was founded by Arthur. 

marched 
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The lord de Boucicaut went to guard Normandy vX 
bis place. 

Sir Bertrand continued his march Until he came 
to Nantes, where he met the lord Charles de Blois 
and his lady. They received him very kindly, and 
thanked him much for coming to then- afliftattce. 
They had then a long conference, upon what was 
to be done ; for they were in the beft parts of Brit- 
tany, which were much attached to the lord Charles 
de Blois, as their duke and lord, and willing to 
fupport him. They conferred alfo on the means of 
raifmg the liege of Auray, and fighting with the 
lord John de Montfort. 

Within' a very (hort time, many barons and 
knights came thither from France and Normandy : 
among whom were the earl of Auxerre, the earl of 
Joigny, the lord de Franville, the lord de Prie, le 
Begue de Villaines, and many other knights and 
fquires, all of the right fort, and good men at arms* 

News was brought to the lord John de Montfort, 
at that time befieging Auray, that the lord Charles 
de Blois was affembling large bodies of men ; that a 
.number of the lords of France had come to him, 
and were daily arriving, to aflift him, in con- 
junftion with thofe" barons, knights and fquires of 
Brittany who had remained fteady to his interefl. 

As foon as lord John heard this, he made it 
known in the duchy of Acquitaine to the knights 
tmd fquires of England who were there, and in 
particular to fir John Chandos, earneflly intreating 
them to come to his aid in the ditliculties he wa§ 

9 about 
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about to encounter ; adding, that he expeSed Bnt* 
tany would afford fuch a field of honor, 'that all 
knights and fquires who were defirous of advancing 
their name ought moft cheerfully fo coihe thithen 

When fir John Chandojs faw himfelf thus 
affedionately intreated by the earl of Motitfort, hd 
fpoke of it to the prince of Wales, to know how he 
Ihould aft. The prince faid, he might go there 
without any blame, fince the French had already 
taken part againfl the earl, in fupport of the lord 
Charles ; and he advifed him to accept the invitation* 

Sir John Chandos was much rejoiced at this, arid 
made _ accordingly grand preparations. He aflted 
feveral knights and fquires of AcqUitaine to accom^ 
pany him ; but few went except the Engliflii How* 
ever^ he condufted full two hundred lances, and aS 
many archers, and marching through Poitou and 
, Saintonge, entered Brittany. He went ftraight to 
the fiege of Auray, where he found the earl of 
Montfort, who was very happy at his arrival ; as 
were fir Oliver de Cliffori, fir Robert Kndlles and 
the other companions. It feemed to them, that 
How no evil could befai them^ fince fir John Chan^^ 
dos was in their company. 

Many knights and fquires croffed the fea in haftef 
from England, eager to advance their fortunes^ and 
to fight with the French. They came to the aid of 
the earl of Montfqrt, before Auray, who received 
them all with great joy. They were therefore in 
all, as well Bretons as Englifh, when muftered^ 
fixteen hundred men at arms^ and from eight to 
nine hundred archers. 

We 
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We win now I'etuni to the lord Charles de Blois, 
who remained in the good city of Nantes, and 
made thei^ his mufters of knights and fquires from 
all parts ; for he had been informed that the earl oi 
Montfort had been ftrongly reinforced by the 
Englifh. He therefore intreated thofe barons, 
knights and fquires whofe homage he had received, 
to affift him in guarding his inheritance, and in de- 
fending him againft his enemies. 

Among the barons of Brittany who came to fefve 
him, in obedience to his fummons, were the vifcount 
de Rohan, the lords de Leon, Charles de Dinan, 
de Rieux, de Tournemine, d'Ancenis, de Male* 
ftroit, de Quentin, dAvaugour, de Loheac, du 
Pont, and many others whom I cannot name. 
Thefe lords and their companies were quartered in 
the city of Nantes, and in the villages around it. 

When they were muftered, they were eftimated. 
at two thoufand five hundred lances, including thofe 
who had come from France. Thefe lords did not 
wifh to make any long flay, but advifed the lord 
Charles to march againft his enemies. 

When the lord Charles was about to fet out, and 
was taking leave of the lady his wife, flie faid to 
him, in the prefence of fir Bertrand du Guefclin 
and fome of the barons of Brittany ; ' My lord, you 
are going to defend your inheritance and mine (for 
that which is mine is yours *), which the lord John 

de 

* * Johanna, countcfsof Penth^evre, !)orn 13 191 was made 
heirefs of Brittany by her uncle, John III-, who^ to (Irengthen 
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4e Monffort hjis feized^ and hsis kept for* a loii^ 
time moft wrongfully, without any right, as God 
knows* ' The barons of Brittanyj who are , here 
|M-efent, know well that I am the rightful heirefs of 
it*. I therefore moft earneftly beg and intreat of 
you, that you will not Hften to any treaty, or com* 
pofition, which may be offered, fo that the whole 
body of the duchy may be ours*' The lord Charles 
promifed to comply with her requeft* 

AH the lords, knights and barons, Who were at 
Nantes departed, each having bid adieu to his'lady^ 
whom he cotifidered as his duchefs* They began 
their march, and took the road to Rennes *, where, 
on their arrival, they were quartered, and in its 
environs. They halted there to repofe and refrelh 
themfelves, as well as to learn the numbers and 
countenance of their enemies, and to confider of 
the beft place to offer battle,»in cafe they fhould not 
be able to find a fituation which might give them an 
advantage* Many fine fpeeches and harangues 
were made by the knights and fquires of France and 
of Brittany, who had come to the fuccour of the 

her title, gave heir in marriage to Charles de Blois, lord 
of Guyfe and Mayenne, nephew of Philip IV. king o{ 
France. 

* When the earl of Montfort gained the dukedom, and 
held it from the crown of France, he engaged to give 
Johanna lands that Ihould yield her 4o,coo francs yearlj-, 
befides Penthicvre and Limoges.* — Anderson. 

* Rennes. I believe, with Denys Sauvage, it ihould h€ 
Vannes, confidently with what follows ; but it is Renties in 
all my printed editions and MSS. and alfo iu tjie Hidoire de 
Bretagne. 

lord 
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lord Charles de Blois. Lord Charles was' verjr 
courteous and polite, and perhaps would willingly 
have liftened to terms of peace, and been contented 
with a part of Brittany, without much wrangling ; 
but he was, in God's name, fo hard preffed by the 
laft words of the lady his wife, and the knights of 
his party, that he could neither draw back nor dif- 
femble* 



CHAP. CCXXIV. 

THE LORD CHARLES OF BLOIS ADVANCES AGAINST 
THE EARL OF MONTFORT IN ORDER OF BATTLE. 
SIR JOHN CHANDOS, AFTER HAVING DRAWN UP 
THE BATTALIONS OF THE E^RL OF MONTFORT, 
PREVENTS THE TREATY FROM TAKING PLACE 
WHICH THE LORD DE BEAUMANOIR WAS NE- 
GOTIATING BETWEEN THE TWO PRETENDERS 
TO THE DUCHY OF BRITTANY. 

TJETWEEN Vannes and Auray, where the earl 
of Montfort was encamped, there are eight 
country leagues ; fo that news was foon brought to 
him that the lord Charles was advancing, with the 
fkieft body of men at arms, the handfomeft equipped 
and the beft ordered that had ever left France. 
This intelligence gave great joy to the Englifli who 
were there; for they were eager for the fight. 
Thefe companions, therefore, immediately fet 
about putting their armour in good repair, and re- 
furbifhing their lances, daggers, battle-axes, coats 
of mail, helmets, fcuU-caps, vifors, fwords and all 
Vol. IIL N forts 
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ibits of weapons, as they well imagined they ibould 
Soon have ufe for them. 

The commanders of the army then waited on the 
earl of Montfort ; firft fir John Chandos (whofe 
advice he meant in particular to follow), fir Euftace 
d'Ambreticourt, fir Robert KnoUes, fir Hugh Ca- 
irerly*5 fir Matthew Goumay f. Thefe knights and 
barons, having deliberated on their prefent fituati(m, 
refolved that it would be moft advantageous to 
quit their quarters early in the morning, and take 
the field. They might then confider on the beft 
mode of acting againft the enemy, when they 
ihould have had more exaft information concerning 
ihem. Orders were therefore given, that the whole 
army Ihould, on the following morning, be ready 
'armed and in battle-array, as if they were immedi* 
ately to begin the engagement. 

This night paffed quietly. On the morrow, 
-trhich was a Saturday, the Englifli and Bretons 
iffued forth from their quarters, marching gaily in 
order of battle, to the rear of the caftle of Auray, 
where they halted, and, having chofen a fituation, 
4e€lared they would wait there the coming of th^ir 
enemies. 

AUnofl immediately after day-break, the brd 
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^ Sir Hugh Caverly. Q^ if it be not fir Hugh Golvillc, 
^ues auratus^ conilituted adrniral of England (Fauftina» 
c. 14. of the Cotton MSS.) Sept. ii. anno 2 Ric. II. Otho 
TE. 9 — Brie's Campaign of Edward III. 

f Sir Matthew de Gournay. See more of him in the fe- 
«ond volume of Geugh's Sepulchral Monuments^ page so. 
He died at the age of 96. 
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Charles and his army appeared. They had mafch* 
cd on the Friday after dinna- from Vannes, and 
had refted that night three fmall leagues diftant from 
Auray. The troops of the lord Charles were ia 
the beft and handfomeft order, and drawn up in tb4^ 
moft l^niant manner that could be feen or imagifi- 
ed. They marched in fuch clofe order that one 
could not throw a tennis ball among them, but it 
mufl have (Iruck upon the points of fome of thar 
lances, fo ftiffiy did they carry them. The Englifli 
took great pleafure in looking at them. 

The French halted in this order m front of th^ 
enemies, and took their ground on an ertenfife 
heath. Their marfhals gare ftri^ charge that no 
one fliould quit his ranks without orders, and that 
there fliould be no tilting, jufts or affaiilts. The 
Men at arms, having halted, formed their line of 
Intde, and made preparations for an kimiddiate 
combat^ as they expefited nothing lefs, and wisre 
iwy ddiroos of it. 

The lord Charles de Btois, by the advice of fir 
Bertrand du Guefclin (who was a great captiin, 
^^ much prs^fed and coi^ded in by the Bretons) 
formed his army again. He dvided it into iiifm 
battalions and a rear-^uard. It ^eems to me, thit 
iir Bertrand had the command of the firft ; and 
with tnm were numbers of knights and fqmret of 
Briieany. The earl of Anzerre had the feoMd» 
with the earl of Joigny and many knights and fquims 
from France* The third and brgeft battatiott Was 
commanded by the lord Charles himfelf « undibr 
bim were the principal lords of Brittany ; among 
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whom Were the vifcount de Rohan, the lords de 
L^on, d*Avaugour, Charles de Dinan, d'Ancenis, 
de Maleftroit and feveral others. In the rear- 
guard were, the lords de Raix, de Rieux, de Tour- 
nemine, du Pont, and many good knights and 
fquires. Each of thefe battalions was compofed of 
a thoufand men. 

The lord Charles de Blois entreated every one in 
the faireft manner, that they would loyally and dif- 
creetly affift him. He fwore, upon his foul, and his 
hopes of Paradife, that it was for a juft and right 
caufe they were going to engage. He aflured each, 
that, if they acquitted themfelves well, he fhould 
feel himfelf ever obliged to them. 

We muft now fpeak of the difpofitions of the 
Englifh and Bretons, and in what manner they 
drew up their army. You firft muft underftand 
that, though the earl of Montfort was the com^ 
mander in chief, yet it was under the fole diredion 
of fir John Chandos : for the king of England had 
thus fettled it with the earl of Montfort. He had 
alfo ordered' fir John Chandos to have efpecial re- 
gard to whatever concerned the interefts of his foii- 
in-taw ; for the earl of Montfort had received one 
.of the king's daughters* in marriage. 

In obedience to fuch orders, fir John Chandos 
advanced before the knights and fquires of Brittany 
who were about the perfon of the earl of Montfort, 
aild having well confidered the difpofitions of the 
French in his owu mind, thought fo highly of them. 
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Ibe could not remain filent, but faid ; * As God is 
my help, it appears to me that all ' the flower and 
honor of chivalry is there, mod wifely and expertly 
drawn up.* He then added aloud to thofe knights 
who were within hearing j * Gentlemen, it is time 
that we form our line of battle ; for the enemy 
have fet us the example.' Thofe who heard him 
replied ; ' Sir, you fay truly ; and, as yOii are our 
commander, you will form us according to your 
wifti ; for there is none higher than yourfelf to look 
to, and you know much better than any one how 
to order fuch things.' 

Sir John Chandos formed three battalions 
and a rear-guard. He placed over the firft, fir 
Robert Knolles, fir Walter Huet and fir Rich* 
ard Burley*. The fecond battalion was under 
the command of fir Olivier de Cliffont, fir Euftace 
d'Ambreticourt and fir Matthew Goumay.— 
The earl of Montfort had the third, which was to 
remain near his perfon. There were in each bat- 
talion five hundred men at arms, and four hundred 
archers. When he came to the rear-guard, he 
called fir Hugh Caverly to him, and faid : * Sir 
Hugh, you will take the command of the rear- 
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♦ Sir Richard Burley —was nephew of fir Simon Burley, 
knight of the Garter, who was beheaded early in Richard 
IPs reign.— Gough^s Sep. Mon, Vol. i. p. 150. 

f Sir Olivier de Cliflbn. Dom Morice, in his Hiftoirc de 
la Bretaency fays 'that this Olivier de CiifTon was not the 
nephew of Walter de Cliflbn, who was killed, 134I9 at the 
(iegc of Chateauceau, but feems to have been the * veritable 
fcigneur de CIiffon»'*-Vol. i. p. 148. 
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guard of five hundred men, and keep on out 
wing, without moving one ftep, whatever may 
happen, unlefs you fhall fee an abfolute neceflity for 
it ; fuch as our battalions giving way, or being by 
accident broken : in that cafe, you will haften to 
fuccour thofe who are giving way, or who may be 
in diforder : and aflure yourfelf, you cannot this 
day do a more meritorious fervice.* 

When fir Hugh heard fir John Chandos give 
him thefe orders, he was much hurt and angry with 
him, and faid ; ^ Sir John, fir John, give the com- 
mand of this rear-guard to fome other ; fpr I do 
not wilh to be troubled with it j' and then added,^ 
' Sir knight, for what maimer of reafon have you 
thus provided for me ? and why am not I as fit gnd 
proper to take my poft in the front-rank as others ?' 

Sir John difcreetly anfwered ; * Sir Hugh, I did 
not place you with the rear-guard becaufe you virere 
not as good a knight as any of us ; for, in truth, I 
know that you are equally valiant with the beft ; 
but 1 ordered you to that poft, becaufe I know you 
are both bold and prudent, and that it is aUblutely 
neceffary for you or me to take that command. I 
therefore moft earneftly entreat it of you ; for, if 
you will do fo, we fliall all be the better for it ; and 
you yourfojif will acquire great honor : in addition, 
I promife to comply with the firft requeft you may 
make me.* 

Notv^ithftanding this handfome fpeech of fir John 
Chandos, fir Hugh refufed to comply^ confidering 
it as a great affront oflFered him, and entreated, 
through the love of God, with uplifted hands, 
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that he would order feme other to that cammaiid ; 
for, in fad, he was anxious to enter the battle with 
the firft. 

This conduct neariy brought tears to the eyes of 
fir John. He again addreiT^ him, gently hying ; 
^ Sir Hugh, it is at^lutely neceflEairy that either you 
or I take this command : now, coniider which caa 
be moft fpared/ 

Sir Hugh, having confidered this laft fpeech, was 
much confuted, and replied ; ^ Certainly, fir, I 
know fall well that you would aik nothing from 
me which could turn out to my diflionour ; and» 
fince it is fo, I will very cheerfully undertake it/ 

Sir Hugh Caverly then took the command of 
the battalion called the rear-guard^ eiitered the 
field in the rear, on the wing of the others^ and . 
formed his line. 

It was on Saturday the 8th day of Odober, 1 364, 
that theie battalions *were drawn up facing each 
other, in a handfome plain, near to Auray in Brit* 
tany. I muft fay, it was a fine thing to fee and re^ 
fleft on ; for there were banners and pennons fly- 
ing, with the richeft armour on each fide: the 
French were fo handfomely and grandly drawn up, 
it was great pleafure to look at them. 

Whilft either party was forming or dividing its 
battalions, the lord of Beaumanoir, a very great and 
rich baron of Brittany, was going to and from each 
army, with propofitions for peace. Very willingly 
would he have laboured, if he had been able, to 
ward off the perils that were on the point of hap- 
pening. He was earnefl in the bufinefs : and the 
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EngHfli aiui Bretons on the fide of Montfort, allow- 
ed him to pafs and repafs, to parley with fir John 
Chandos, and the earl of Montfort, although he 
had: pledged his honor, as a prifoner, and therefore 
could not bear arms againft them. 

This fame Saturday, he brought many propofals, 
in hopes to make a peace ; of which, however, none ' 
fucceeded : he was occupied with one party or the 
other until noon. He neverthelefs obtained, through 
his good fenfe, a truce between the two armies for 
this day and the following night, until the morrow 
at fun-rife. Each army retreated to their quarters, 
and refrefhed themfelves with what they had. 

During the time the truce lafted, the governor 
of the caftle of Auray came out of it, on Saturday 
night, and went peaceably to the army of the lord 
Charles de Blois, who gracioufly received him. The 
name of the governor was Henry de Hautemelle, a 
very expert warrior, who brought with him forty 
lances, good companions, well armed and well 
mounted, who had aided him in guarding that for- 
trefs. 

When the lord Charles faw the governor, he 
a(ked him, laughingly, the ftate of the caftle. * In 
God's name,' replied the fquire, * and praife be to 
him, we are ftill fufficiently provided with every 
thing for two or three months, fhould there be 
occafion.' * Henry, Henry,' anfwered lord Charles, 
* to-morrow by day-break, you Ihall be made free 
in every refpefl:, either by a treaty of peace or by 
a battle.' * My lord,' replied the fquire, * God 
grant us his affiftance.' *By my fiiith, Henry/ 
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faid the lord Charles, * I have under my commanl 
two thoufand men at arms, of as good fluff, and ai 
much inclined to acquit themfelves well, as there are 
in the kingdom of France/ ' My lord,' anfwered 
this fquire, * this is a great advantage : you (hduld 
therefore praife God, and thank him moft grate- 
fully : likewife fir Bertrand du Guefclin, and the 
barons of France and Brittany, who have come fo 
courteoufly to your affiftance/ 

Thus the lord Charles amufed himfelf in conver- 
fation with fir Henry, and with one or another, and 
paffed the night much at his eafe« 

In the courfe of this evening, fome Englifh knightg 
^ and fquires eameftly begged of fir John Chandos^ 
that he would not liften to any overtures of peace 
between the earl of Montfort and lord Charles de 
Blois ; for they had expended their whole fortune, 
and were fo poor, that they hoped by means of a 
battle either to lofe their all or to fet themfelves up 
again. The knight affented to their requeft. 

When Sunday morning came, each army 'made 
itfelf ready, and armed. Many malTes were faid in 
that of lord Charles, and the facrament was admi* 
niflered to all who wifhed it. The fame was done 
in the army of the earl of Montfort : and, a little 
before fun-rife, each perfon pofted himfelf in the 
fame battle-array as on the preceding day. 

Shortly after, the lord de Beaumanoir, who had 
prepared different propofals for peace, and who 
would willingly have brought them to fome agree- 
ment, had he been able, returned to the charge, 
and came galloping towards fir John Chandos, who 
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left his battalion and the earl of Montfort, at the 
time \nth him^ as foon as he perceived his inteo- 
tions, and advanced into the plain to meet him. 

When the lord de Beaumanoir came up, he fa* 
luted him very humbly, and faid ; ^ I intreat of 
you, fir John Chandos, in the name of God, that we 
may bring thefe two lords to fome agreement ; for 
it is a great pity that fo many good perfons who are 
here fhould flaughter each other in fupport of their 
opinions/ 

Sir John Chandos gave him a very different 
anfwer than he expeded from what had pafled on^ 
the preceding evening. ' Lord de Beaumanoir, I 
would advife you not to make any more attempts at 
peace to-day ; for our men declare that, if they can 
inclofe you within their ranks, they will kill you. 
You will fay to lord Charles de Blois, that happen 
what ihay, the lord John de Montfort is determined 
to rilk the event of a combat. Have done, there* 
fore, with all ideas of peace or agreements ; for he 
will this day be duke of Brittany, or die in the 
field.^ 

When the lord de Beaumanoir had received this 
anfnrer from Chandos, he was mightily enraged, 
and replied ; * Chandos, Chandos, that is not lefs 
the intention of my lord, who has as good a will to 
fight as the lord John de Montfort : his army are 
alfo of the fame mind.* 

At thefe words, he fet off without faying any 
thing more, and went to lord Charles and the 
barons of Brittany, who were waiting for him. 
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Sir John Chandos returned to the earl of MonU 
fort, who a(ked, * How goes on the treaty ? What 
does our adveriary fay ?* * What does he fay V 
replied Chandos : ^ why, he fends word by the lord 
4e Beaumanoir, who has this inftant left me, [tliat 
he will fight with you at all events, and remain duke 
of Brittany, or die in the field/ This anfwer was 
made by fir John, in order to excite the courage of 
the earl of Montfort; and he continued; frying, 
* Now, confider what you will determine to do, 
whether to engage or not/ ^ By St. George/ 
anfwered the earl of Montfort, ' engage I will, and 
God affift the right caufe : order our banners to ad- 
vance immediately/ 

With regard to the lord de Beaumanoir, he faid 
to lord Charles de Blois ; ' My lord, my lord, by 
St. Ives, I have heard the proudeft fpeech from 
John Chandos that my ears have liftened to for a 
long dme: he has juft affured me, that the earl of 
Montfort (hall remain duke of Brittany, and wiHl 
clearly fhew to you that you have not any right to 
it/ Thefe words brought the colour into lord 
Charleses cheeks ; when he anfwered, * Let God 
fettle the right, for he knows to whom it belongs j* 
and thus faid all the barons of Brittany. He then 
ordered his banners and men at arms to march^ in 
the name of God and St. Ives* 
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CHAP. CCXXV. 

THE BATTLE OF AURAY, IN WHICH SIR BElt- 
TRAND DU GUESCLIN IS MADE PRISONER.— 
CHARLES DE BLOIS IS SLAIN ; AND JOHN DK 
MONTFORT IS VICTORIOUS. 

A LITTLE before eight in the morning, the two 
* armies advanced near to each other. It was 
a very fine fight, as I have heard thofe relate who 
few it ; for the French were in fuch clofe order 
that one could fcarcely throw an apple among 
them^ without its falling on a helmet or lance. 
Each man at arms carried his fpear. right before 
him, cut down to the length of five feet ; a battle- 
axe, fharp, ftrong and well fteeled, with a fliort 
handle, was at his fjde, or hung from his neck. 
They advanced thus handfomely a foot's pace, eacR 
lord in array and among his people, with his ban- 
ner or pennon before him, well knowing what they 
were to do. 

On the other hand, the Englifli were drawn up 
in the handfomeft order. 

The Bretons, under the command of fir Ber- 
trand du Guefclin, pofted themfelves with his ban- 
ner oppofite to the battalion of fir Robert KnoUes 
and fir Walter Huet. The Bretons of either party 
placed the banners of their two lords, who was each 
called duke, oppofite to the otheri 

In this firft onfet, there were hard blows between 
the lancemen, and a fharp fcujffle. True it is, that 
the Engliih archers ihot well at the commencement ; 
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but their arrows hurt not, as the French were too 
well armed and fhielded from them. Upon this, 
they flung away their bows ; and, being light and 
able men, they mixed with the men at arms of their 
party, and attacked thofe of the French who had 
battle-axes. Being men of addrefs and courage, 
they immediately feized feveral of thefe axes, with 
which they afterwards fought valiantly and fuc- 
cefsfuUy. 

There were many gallant feats of arms perform^ 
ed ; many a ftruggle, many a capture and many a 
refcue. You muft know, that whoever had the 
misfortune to fall, found great difficulty to rife 
again, unlefs he was fpeedily fuccoured. 

The battalion of lord Charles marched flraight 
to that of lord John de Montfort, which was very 
ftrong and deep. In his company were, the vijt 
count de Rohan, the lords de Leon, Charles de 
Dinan, de Quintin, d'Ancenis and de Rochefort, 
each with his banner difplayed before him. 

The engagement between thefe two battalions was 
very fevere and defperate, and well fought on both 
fides. That of the earl of Montfort was at firft 
thrown into confufion; but fir Hugh Gaveriyi 
who was upon its wing with a good battalion 
of gallant men, perceiving them giving way and 
op^ng their ranks, drove the enemy back, and 
replaced every thing by force of arms. This aftioa 
was certainly of great ufe to them. 

In another part of the plain, fir Olivier de Cliflbn^ 
fir Euftace d Ambreticourt, fir Matthew Gournay, 
and feveral other valiant knights and fquires, fought 
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lis^oroiiffy tiith the battalion of the eafU of Attxerfer 
and Joigny^ which was very numerous and deep, 
and crowded with feveral able men at arms. 

Many bold aftions were performed on both fides : 
|aifoners and refcues were frequent* The French 
and Bretons fought in eaj-neft with their battle-axes.^ 
The lord Charles fliewed himfelf a marvelloufly 
good knight, eagerly feeking for and engaging his 
enemies* His adverfary, the earl . of Montfort, 
fimght with equal gallantry : and each perfon fpoke 
cf them according to their deferts. • 

Sir John Chandos proved himfelf more able thaa 
iiis opponents ; for he was at the fame time bold 
and hardy, redoubted by his adverfaries in battle,^ 
as wdt as wife and difcreet in council, giving the 
dEeareft orders. He advifed the earl in every thing, 
aoaid, in order to animate him and his people, faid to 
diem, * Do fo and fo : march to thisTide, or to that.* 
The young earl of Montfort believed all he faid, 
and followed his advice. 

In another part, fir Bertrand du GuefcUn, the 
kirds du Pont, de Tournemine, d'Avaugour, de 
Raix, de Loheac, de Maleftroit, du Prie, and many 
other able knights and fquires of Brittany and Noar- 
nandy, who were there on the fide of th^ lord 
Charfes, fought very determinedly, and did maay 
iondfome deeds of arms. The battle waa fo 
vannl^r contefted that all the battalions were a]t« 
gauged, except the rear-guard of the £ngli0i, which 
fir Hugh Caverly commanded. This baittaKon 
k^ always on one wing, and never engaged widi 
any, but was fokly occupied in recovmng and 
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bringing back to their ranks thofe who were throwtl 
into confufion. 

Among other knights, fir Olivier de Cliflbn 
played his part handfomely, and did marvels with 
his battle-axe, by which he opened and cut through 
the ranks, fo that none dared to approach him. 
Once, indeed^ his eagemefs brought him into gteat 
peril ; for he advanced fo forward that he had the 
battalion of the earls of Auxerre and Joigny upon 
him, and had hard work to extricate himfelf. fie 
received in this a&ir a flroke of a battle-^axe v^iidi 
ftruck off the vifor of bis helmet ; and its point en- 
tered his eye, which he afterwards loft. He was 
not however, for this, a lefs gallant knight during 
the whole of the day. 

Battalions and banners rufhed againft each other, 
aad ibmetimes were overthrown, and then up again. 
Among the knights, fir John Chandos ihewed ias 
ability, valorouily fighting with his battle-axe : he 
gave fuch defperate blows, that all avoided him; 
for he was of great ftature and ftrength, well made 
an all his limbs. He advanced to attack the bat- 
iaUon of the earl of Auxerre and the French. 
Many bold adions were performed ; and, through 
the courage of himfelf and people, he drove this 
battalion before him, and threw it into fuch diforder 
that, in brief, it was difcomfited. All their banners 
and pennons were thrown on the ground, torn and 
broken: their lords and captains w^e in the 
^eateft danger ; for they were not fuccoured by 
any, their people being fully engaged in fitting 
and defending themfelves. 

To 
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To fpeak truly, when once an army is difcomfited, 
thofe who are defeated are fo much frightened,^ that 
if one fall, three follow his example, and to thefe 
three ten, and to ten thirty ; and alfo, ihould ten 
run away, they will be followed by a hundred. 
. Thus it was at the battle of Auray. 

Thefe lords Ihouted again and again their cries oT 
war, as well as their banner-bearers, which feme 
who heard them anfweredj but others were too 
much in the rear, and from the greatnefe of the 
crowd could not advance, fo that the earl cf 
Auxerre was defperately wounded, and taken^ 
under the pennon of fix John Chandos : he gave hi& 
pledge as a prifoner, as well as the earl of Joigny 
and the lord de Prie, a great banneret in Nor- 
mandy. 

The other battalions fought very valiantly, and 
the. Bretons made a good appearance ftill. It muil 
however, to fpeak loyally of this battle, be allowed, 
that they did not keep their line nor array (as it 
feemed) like the Englifh and Bretons on the fide of 
Montfort. The wing commanded by fir Hugh 
Caverly was to them, in this battle, of the greatei): 
advantage. 

When the Englifh and Bretons of the Montfort 
party perceived the French to be in confiifion, they 
were much rejoiced. Some of the French had 
their horfes got ready, which they mounted, and 
began to fly as faft as they could. 

Sir. John Chandos then advanced with a part of 
his company, and made for the battalidn of fir 
Bertrand du Guefclin, where many courageous 
f 7 deeds 
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^eeds were doing ; but it had been already bfoken, 
and fareral good knights and fquires flain. Many 
^a hard blow was given by the battle&axes^ and 
3nany a helmet opened, fo that feveral were wound- 
^xl and killed. To fay the truth, neither fir Bei*- 
'Crand nor his people were able to withftaiid the 
:ftfength of their adverfaries* 

Sir Bertrand was made prifoner by an Englifli 
Jquire, linder the pennon of fir John Chandos. In 
'Xhis conflift, fir John received the pledge as prifoner, 
3from a baron of Brittany called the lord of Raix, a 
^wonderfully hardy knight. After this, the Bretons 
and thdr battalion being broken, were as good as 
•defeated: the others being in diforder, took to 
fight, each in the beft way he could to fave himfelf, 
except fome good knights and fquires of Brittany, 
who would not quit their fovereign, the lord Charles 
Je Biois preferring death to reproach. They col- 
lefted themfelves together, and rallied round him, 
lighting valiantly. The lord Charles and his com- 
panions kept their ground a long time, by their 
valour in defending themfelves: at laft, however, it 
was of no avails for they were defeated and put to 
the rout by numbers ; for the whole ftrength of the 
Engliih was drawing towards them« 

The banner of the lord Charles was conquered, 
call to the ground, and the bearer of it flain : he 
himfelf was alfo killed facing his enemies, as well as 
a baflard of his, called the lord John de Blois, with 
many other knights and fquires of Brittany. 

It appears to me, that orders had been given to 

the Englifli army, that if they fliould gain the battle. 
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and the lord- Cfaarlts were found or made pfriStmefV 
no ranfom fliould be taken for him» but ^t dief 
ihould kill him. In a (imilar cafe, the French and 
Bretons had given the likg orders relpeOing die 
lord John de Montfidrt ; for in tttis day each party 
vrilhed) by Wittle, to put zn end to the >var. 

When a purfuit took place^ great flan^hter md' 
many mifchiefs happened, and feveral good men 
were killed or made prifoners. The whole flower 
of chivalry, who had that day taken the fide of lord 
Charles de Blois were either prifoners or flain, par* 
ikularly the bannerets of Brittany. Among the 
dead, lay the lord Charles de Dinan, the bnte de 
L^on, 4' Ancems, d'Avaugour, de Lohc^ac, de <h!t^ 
golle, de Mateftroit, du Font, and many whole 
names I cannot remember. There were made pri* 
foners, the vifcount de Rohan, fir Gify de L^on, 
the lords de Rochefort,' de Raix, de Rieux, de 
Toumemine, fir Henry de Bfaleftroit, fir Olivier de 
Mauny, the lords de Riville, de Franville, de 
Rainevat, wkh feveral firom Normandy, and many 
good ntghts and iquires from France, with the earls 
of Auxerre and Jbi^y. In a word the defeat and 
lo£s were immenfe : numbers were flain in the fieldv 
as weH as in the purfuit, which <:ontinued kft eight 
good leagues, even as fiur as Vannes. 

A variety of accidents happened this day which 
have never come to my knowledge, and many a m«i 
wte killed or made prifoner. Some lell mto jgoed 
hands, where they met with kind and civil mafteHB^ 
' Thffi battle was fought near to Auray, in the year 
of our I^rd 15640 

CHAF. 
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CHAP. CCXXVT. • 

ITHI CRXlfS AttACHBD TO THE EARL Ot Hpi^^^ 
>ORT RETIRE AFTER THE VICTORY AT AI/rAY. 
*— THE earl's conduct, 014 SEElKO CHARLES 
DE BL0I8 DEAD^— -TRUCES GRANTED FOR* BU» 
RYINO THE SLAIN.^^IN WHAT MANNER THE 
KINO OF ENGLAND WAS INFORMED OF THE 
EVZNT OF THIS BATTLE OF AURAY. 

AFTER the total defeat of lord Charles's aitny^ 
yAnea die field of battle was free, and the prin^ 
opal leaders, Englifh and Bretcms, were returned 
from the purfuit, fir John Chandos, fir Robert 
KnoUes, fir Euftace d'Ambrcticourt, fir Matthew 
Goumay, fur John Bourfier *, fir Walter Huet, fir 
Hugh Calverley^ fir Richard Burley^ fir Richarfl 
Tancon f and feVeral others, drawing near to the 
earl of Montfbrt, came to a hedge, where they be^ 
gan to difarm themfelves, knowing the day was 
thars* .Some of them placed their banners and 
]>ennons in this hedge, with the arms of Brittsmy 
litgh above all, in a buib, as a rallying poft for their 
army. 

Sir John Chandos, fir Robert KnoUes, fir Hugh 
Calverley and others, then approached to the earl 
of Mom£3rt, and faid to him fmiling ; ^ My lord^ 
Jxraife God, and make good cheer, for this day yott 
have conquered the inheritance of Brittany/ He 
liowed to them very xefpedfully, and then laid, 

♦ Sit John Boarchier.— Barnbs. 
t ^ir Riqbard TauntQn«--'BARN«f « 

O 2 Joud 
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Icud enough to be heard by all- around him ; * Sir 
John Chandos, it is to your valour and ^prudence 
that I am indebtfed for the good fortune of this day*: 
this Tknow for a truth, as well as all thofe who are 
v^d'th me : I beg you will, therefore, refrefli yourfelf 
out of my cup/ He then extended to him a flagon 
full of wine, and his cup, out of which lie liinifelf 
had juft drank, adding, * After God, f owe more 
thanks to you than to all the reft of the world/' 

As he finiflied thefe words, the lord de CUflbn: 
returned, out of breath and very hot. He had 
purfued thfe enemy a long way, and had juft left 
iheim^- bringing back his men, with a number df 
prifoners.' Jie advanced direftly to the- es^l 6£ 
Montfort and the knights who were about him, 
leaped* off his courfer, ^nd refreflied himfelf wirii 
them. 

Whilft they were thus together, two knights and 
two hrralds returned, who had been fent to ex- 
amine the dead bbdie^ in the field, to know what 
was become of the brd Charles de Blbis : for they 
Hrere uncertain if he had been flain or not. They 
cried with a loud voice, ' My lord, be of good 
cheecr, for wehave fcen your adverfary lord* Charles 
de Bfois among the dead.* Upon this, the carl "of 
Montfort rofe op and faid, he wiflied to fee him 
•himfelf, for that, * he fhouW have as much pleafure 
, in feeing him dead as alive.' All the knights then 
prefent accompanied hin:^ to the fpot where he vms 
jying apart from, the Others, covered by. a ibield, 
which he ordered to be taken away, and looked at 
him very forrowfuily. After having pauf^d a while, 

he 
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he ^claimed.; * Ha, my lord Gharles> fweet coufm, 
how much mifchief has happened to Briuaay from 
your having fupported by arms your preteiyfions. 
Ood help me^ I am truly unhappy at finding .you in 
this fituation^ but at prefent this cannot be ameud- 
ed.^ Upon which he buHl into ^ears* 

Sir John Chandos, perceiving this, pulled him by 
the fkirt, and faid ; ^ My lord, n>y lord, let us go 
away, and return thanks to God for the fuccefs of 
the day ; for without the death of this perfoHf 
you never would have gain^^d your inheritaoce.of 
;£rittany/ 

. The earl then ordered that lord Charles't body 
ihould be carried to Guingamp*9 which was 
immediately done with great refpeft, and he was 
fmoQi honorably interred. This was but his due^ at 
-Jie was a good, loyal and valiant knight. 

His body was afterward fanftified by the grace of 
Xjod, and venerated as Saint Charles. Pope Uf- 
'ban V. who was the reigning pontiflTy approved of 
it, by canoniflng it; for it performed ihen^.as ic 
idoes to this day, many miracles t« 



«■ 



♦ GuiDgampf— a town of Brittany,. diocefe of Treguicr. 

f This is a tnidake of FrdifTart. There was fome fneh 
intention in the pope*s minJ, as th^re are ertant '•letters from 
'him to John dpke of Bnttiiny. on tluf fut>feit-; but» wheniift 
tunderftood the manner of his deaths he w«is not ioqked npon 
as a martyr. He was very angry with thofe who had givetx 
Ivim fttch honors^ without the approbation of the apoftolie 
iTee^andyby his letters to the bilhops of Brittany, enjoined 
4heiaa^fto p^^bitiUcUobiogs being done in foture. 

^ - ii?/i#7"^#' Hift, JEdw. HI. p. <J6q. 
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After thefe orders, when the dead were fbipped^ 
and the vidors returned from the purfuit, they all 
retired to the quarters which they had left that 
momingt They difarmed themfelves; and har^ 
lag taken fome refrefhments^ of which they had 
an ample provifion, they attended to their prifoners^ 
Thofe that were wounded were moved and dreifed : 
even the fervants who had fuffered were well taken 
care of. 

. On the Monday morning, the carl of Montfort 
lent information to the city of Vannes, and to the 
neighbouring towns, that he fhould grant a trace 
^r three days^ in order that thofe flain in the battle 
might be buried" in oonfecrated ground. This coot 
4du£t was very pleafing to alU 
: The earl of Montfort fat down before the caftle 
of Auray, declaring be would not depart thence 
•until he had pofleflion of it. News was fpread 
abroad with great celerity, and in different placed, 
that the earl of Montfort, by the help and alliftaQce 
:^f the £ngU(h, had gained the victory; that the 
lord Charles was defeated and flain ; and that all 

lbfi>- knights . ofi Brittany . who, had Tided with the 
lord Charles were either taken prifoners or dead* 

»^ Sir John Chandos had the whole honor of this 

* • ■ ■ 

.battle ;. for all the knights, lords and fquires who 
ihad been engaged in it declared, that it was folely 
owing to his prudence and prowefs they had g^ed 
^th§day, 

V The friends and allies of lord Charles were much 
alHided at this news, as was natural for the^i. to be 3 
btit the. king of France was-the moft hurt ; for this 
*••- * ; ^ 4efeat 
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4efeit afio^ed hSnt greatly, confideiing that nmxxf 
of the knights of his mim had been made pri* 
fooars and killed Among the firft, fir Beitrand 
du Guefcli]i, whom he much loted ; the earls of 
Attxerre, of Joigay*, and all the barons of Brittany 
without esception* 

The king of France, dierelbre, fent his brother 
the duke of Anjou to the borders of Brittany, to 
the aiBftance of the country, which was much 
di(hrefiedby the lo& of their brd, Charles de Blois ; 
and to comfort and condole with the ducheft of 
Brittany, his widow, who was in the deepeft af<« 
flidion. This it was the duty of the duke to do ; 
but he was the more eameftly engaged in this 
melancholy tafk, having marriM her daughter. 

He there&re mtoft willingly gave his promife of 
advice, affiftance and fuccour to the laurge ddes, 
towns, caftles, and to all the country of Brittany, hi 
whidi the duchels, whom he called his mother, and 
the whole country, had for a long time great confi« 
deuce, until the king of France, to avoid all diffi* 
culties, made other arrangements, as you ihall 
hereafter be informed of. 

News of this vidory was brought to the lung 0S 
Enghnd ; for the earl of Montfort had written to 
him on the fifth day after the battle of Auray, and 
ient the intelligence, with credential letters, by a 
purfuivant at arms, who had been in the engage- 
ment, to the town of Dover. The king of Enghmd 
aiominated him his herald, and gave him the nanM 
cf Windfor, with a handfome prefent of money* 

O 4 Through 



l^rough xhk herald, an4 from fome knights of 
both parties, I have been informed of the ^whoIe« 
With regaid to the caufe why the king of England 
was then at Dover, you fhall. immediately learn. 

It is a, weIKknown:fa£t^ that propofals for a mar-* 
riage between the lord Edmund earl of Cambridge, 
fon of the king of England, and the daughter of 
earl Lewis of Flanders, had been treated of, and 
different negotiations entered upon three years be* 
fore ^ : to which marriage the. earl of Flanda^s had 
but lately given his confent ; but pope Urban V, 
was defirous of difpenfing him from it, as they were 
very nearly allied. 

The duke of Lancafter and the lord Edmund his^ 
brother, attended by many knights, had been to 
vifit the earl of Flanders, who received them with 
every mark of diftinftion ; and, to fhew greater 
affeSion and love, he had accompanied them to: 
Calais, and crofled the fea to Dover, where the king 
and part of his council had remained. : 
* . Whert.the before-mentioned purfuivant brought 
to this place the news., of .the affair, at Auray, as it 
has been told, the king. and* his barons were much 
rejoiced at the event; as was alfo the earl of Flan* 
ders, on account of the advancement of his coufin* 
german the earl of Montfort. 



• The firft mention I find m Rymer is dated 7th Fcbru-. 
;^ry -1362, — the fecond, 20th July 1364,— the third, the* 
articles of marriage, dated '19th 06lobcr, at Dover; 1364,—' 
tfic fourtli, to p6ftporic the day of marriage, Windfor, iSth 
Dc<rfcmhcr 1364; - 

: The 



The kmg ef England, the earl of Flanders wd 
the ocher barpn$, ftaid at Dover three d«yi| 
which were fpent in feafts and entertammemsr 
%irben thejr indulged in thefe fuffidently, and had 
finiihed the ^iSbin on which thejr had met, the eaii 
of Flanders took bis leave of the king, and d^qarted* 

It feems to me, that the doke of Lancafter and 
the lord Edmund eroded the channel with the earl, 
and attended him until he arrived at Broges. We 
will not fpeak longer of this matter, but retujn to 
the eail of Montfort, and mention how he <ond<»fti4 
faimfidf in Qxittany ^ 



CHAP. CCXXVIL 

THE SAUL OF KONTFORT CONQUSRS AVRAY AND 
gSVlRAL OTHER PLACES FROM THE WIDOW Of 
LORD CHARLES J>Z BLOISM^KINO CHARLES IK« 
TEILPOSES BETWEEN THEM, AND MAKES PEACE. 
— f-A PEACE IS ALSO MADE BETWEEN THE EUNOt 
OF FRANCE A^D NAVARRE, THROUGH THE MX« 
DIUM OF THE Q^WTAL DE BUCH* 

nrHE earl of Montfor^, as it has been before re* 
lated, laid (lege to Auray^ and declared that he 
would not leave it until he I^ad conquered it ; at 
which thofe of the cafUe were not very well pleafed. 
They had loft their captain, Henri de Hautemelle, 
who had fallen in the battle with the flower of the 
ganifon ; fo that they were very few to defend it, 
jjind without hope of afliftance. 

They 
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* They took counfe! together, whether it would 
not be advifeble to furrender, on baring their lives 
and fortunes fevfed, and on thefe terms entered into a 
xi^egotiation with-the earl. The earl, who had many 
other places to look to, ^satd was not certain how 
the country would aft after this viftory, accepted 
tlieir terms, allowing thofe who would not remain 
with him to depart according to their inclinations. 
He then took poffeffion of the caftle, new garrifoned 
it, and marched Ibrward with his whole army^ 
w^ich* in«:^ed" daily ; for men at arms and 
archers came to him in crowds, and many knights- 
and fquires turned to his party, eipecially thofe from 
lower Brittany* - * - . - 

He came before .the^ good town of Jugon*^ 
which fhut its gates againft him. He remained 
there three ^day^,- tnd ordered it to be aflaulted 
twice, -which occafioned many -both within and 
wkhout the walls to"^ badly 'wbtmded. Tht^ in 
Jugon, feeing themfdres- thus hardly preiB^, and no 
iiopes of aid, did not with to be further harafied : 
tfiey acknowledged- therefore the earl of Mositfert 
for their lord, opened the gates^ and fwore homage 
and fealty to him, which they ffdthfully promifed to 
keep. 'The earl changed all the miuucipal officers, 
appointing hew ones in thiar (lead. 
". He then itdvanqed towards* the city of Dinanf, 
and laid fiege to it, whic)i ^pontinued during the 
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r.* .JwgoQf-cJi IWn-ii| JBrrttanj* «Kw?fe of St. Pol. . 

t Dinan,— a conriderabl&.tovxii ix^ Bri(UBy» diocde of Su. 
Male* 

\ * winter; 
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^lAtAGti for i!hat town was well fumiiked wkh men 
at arms and provinon : be(k!es, the duke of Anjon 
baA exhorted them to behave themfelves as good 
men fiiould do (for he had affifted them): tfait 
made them hold out, and fuffinr many a fliarp 
aSaulL 

When they fcnmd their proTifion growing low^ 
and that no reHef was coming to them, they entered 
into a treaty of peace with the eari» who willingty 
iiftened to it; for he was defirous of nothing but Ibat 
they (hould acknowledge him as their lord, which 
they did. He made a folemn entry into th^ town of 
Dinan, where all the inhabitants fwore homage and 
fealty to him^ 

AJfter this, tKe earl marched with his army to the 
dty ot Quimper Corentin •• He laid clofe fiege to 
{t, and oriiiered large machines to be brou9:ht from 
Vannes and Dinan, faying^ he would have it before 
iie left it. I muft now inform you, that the Englifh 
and the Bretons of Montfort's party, fuch as fir 
John CSiandos and others, who had made prifoners 
at the battle of Aur^y, would not accept of ran- 
foms for them, nor ^I!ow them to go and feek for 
money ; becaufe they were unwilling they (houkl 
again aflemble in a body and offer them battle : they 
fent them into Poitou, Sainton ge, Bourdeaux and la 
Rochelle, to remain there as prifoners. During this 
time, the Englifli and Bretons conquered all Brit* 
tany, from one end to the other. 



* Quimper Cortntin,-->a pown in Briccanj) generality of 

Whilft 
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' . Whilft the eai -1 of Montfort was t efieging . th^ 
Cty o * Quimper Corentin, to which he did mud) 
c'ama eby his machines that played night andday^ 
as well as by his aflaiilts, his men overran the com;!- 
tiy, leav ng nothing unpillaged. 

The king of France was duly informed of all tha| 
was going on .: many councils were held to confider 
how hQ cou}J turn thqfe affairs of Brittany to his 
own inter^ft ^ for they were in a defperate fituatipn, 
unlefs promptly rjemedie^,, and he would be forced 
to call upoii his lVbje£|s.t9 fupport him in a new war 
ag^inft England; on accpunt of Brittany, This' his 
frouncil .advifec^ ^^^ J^ot to think of: but, after 
many deliberations, they faid to him ; * Our moft 
dear lord, you have fupported your coufin, the lord 
Charles de Blois, in Brit'tairy, as did jthe king your 
father, and your ;grandfather P^ii^ip, who gaye to 
him the heirefs of the laft duke ►of Brittany in m.art. 
riage ; by which means much evil has befallen Bot 
•tany and the peighbouring countries. Since ,t|ie 
Jord Charles de Blois, yov^r coufin, wasflain in de- 
fending that country, there js no one now pf l^s 
party in a fituation to refume the war.; for at ihis 
moment thofe to whom it belongs, ,and whom it 
touches fo nearly, are prifon^s i;i England : we meaa 
.the lord John and lord Guy de Blois, his two Ibn^ 
We hear every day of the earl of Montfort coih- 
quering towns ai:id caftle:^, which he pofleiffes as h|s 
lawful inheritance : by this means, you will lofe your 
rights, as well as the homage of B rittany, which is 
certainly a great honor and a lioble appendage to 
your crown. This you ought to endeavour to )^^^ 

for, 
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for, if the earl of Montfort fhoulJ atknotvfedge for 
his lord the king of England^ as his father did; joa 
Pfiil not be able to recover it without gr^at wars witK 
England, with whom we are nbw at peace,* and 
wfatch we woiuld advife .you* not to break. Ev2irf 
thing, therefore, fully confidered, we recommend td 
^ou, our dear lord, to fend ambafladors and- wife 
negotiators to the earl of. Montfort, to find ouc 
what his mtentions are, and to enter upon a treaty 
of peace ^tbhim, as well as with the country, and 
the lady of it, who bears the title of duchefs«. .Yen 
will derive from thefg negotiators polhive inforraar 
tion as to what are his intentions. : At the worfl, it 
will be much better he fl^duld reinain^duke of Brir- 
tany^( provided that he will acknowledge you foir his 
lord, and pay you all your rights^ .as a* loyalr man 
ihould do) than that this bufmeis ihoiuld contkiue 
kmger in peril.*. . / • : 

The king of France willingly afl^nted to this 
propofal. The lord John de Craon, archbiftiop 
of Rheims, the lord de Craon his coufin, and 
the lord de Boucicaut, were order^ to fet out 
for Quimper Corentin, to treat with the earl 
of Montfort and his council, as it h^s been above 
related. Thefe three lords departed, after hav- 
ing received full inftruftions how they were to 
aft, and rode on until they came to the fiege 
which the Englifh and Bretons were laying to 
Quimper Corentin, where they announced them- 
felves as ambaffadors from France. 

The earl of Montfort, fir John Chandos and the 
members of the council, received them with plea- 

fure* 



fyte. tliefe lords expiated the cavtTe of tb^ 
coming. To this fiiit opening, the earl of 
Montfort replied^ ^ We nili confider of at,' mmI 
fixed a day for his »ifwer : during this iiKtervsI^ 
thefe three lords retired to Rennes^ #here thef 
refided«i 

The earl of Montfort diipatciied lor4 Latimer* 
iothe king of Englai^, to inform him of the pn># 
{Kifais for a peaee he had recdred, and to have his 
mdvice on the fubje£):. The king of £nglaxtd^ havi^ 
ing confidered them^ advifed the earl to make m 
peace, on condition the duch/ fiionM be his ; and 
alfo to nuike handfome reparation to the lady who 
tras called dodiefii, by afllgning her a fixed annuitj^y 
or rent-charge, on rertain lands where flie mighc 
colled it without danger. 

Lord Latimer broufght back the opinion of the 
king of England to the earl of Montfort, who was 
ftill before Quimper Goireiitin. Upon the arrival 
of thefe letters^ the earl and his council fent to the 
ambafladoft from Franee, who had remained at 
Rennes : they came inmiedtately to the army, and 
had a very courteous and civil anfwer given to 
them. They were told that the earl of Montfort 
would never give up his claiins to the duchy of 
Brittany, happen what might, but would keep and 
maintain the title and rights of duke of Brittany^ 
which he was now poffefled of: that, neverthelefsy 
wherever the king of France fhould caufe any cities^ 
towns or caftles to furrender peaceably upon the 



Lord Latimer. See Dugdale^s Baronage* 

lame 
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tMit Cerms of homage^ fesdty aiidjigh% as they 
lield from the {x^ecedkigduke of Brittany, h^ would 
ivfllmgly acknowledge him for his liege lord^* <and 
movAd do him homage aad f^rvice ia the pr^fence 
<if the peers of France. Mor^overwon acoount of the 
affinity between him jufid his coaiin the widow of 
Aft lard Charles de Blois^ he was wiliing. to do 
€very thii^ to aifift her ; and would alfo ufe fait 
cndeaiFOuis to obtain the liberty of 4hs couiiaS) the 
lords John and Guy de Blois, who ware detaiiied 
prifiuiers fai England. 

This anfwer was very agreeable to the French 
lords who had bden fent thither : a day was ap« 
pointed for them to declare their acceptance of 
ifaefe terms or not : they inftantly fent infonnation 
of what had paflfed to the duke of Anjou, who had 
TCtired to Angers, to whom the king had refenredi 
the acceptance of the terms, according to his plea- 
sure. 

When the duke <rf Anjou had confidered the pro- 
|)oikls for foiM time, he gave his aflent. The two 
knights who had been fent to him returned vdth his 
^mfwer fealed. 

The ambafiTadors of France again left Rennes, 
«nd went to Quimper Corentin, when a peace with 
the lord of Montfort was finally agreed to and 
iealed. 

He was to remain duke of Brittany ; but, in cafi? 
lie fliould have no legal heirs by marriage, the 
duchy ftiould revert, after his dec^afe, to the chil- 
dren of lord Charles de Blois. The lady who had 
been the wife of lord Charles was created countefs 

12 4f 
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6f l^enthievre, with the lands attached to it j vibick 
lands were fuppofed worth about twenty thouland 
francs a-ycar, or if not^ that fum wa« to be made up 
to her. The earl of Moritfort engaged to go to 
France, \irhenever he fliould ht fuirimoned, to do 
homage to the king of France and acknowledge 
that he held the duchy of him^ Charteris and pub- 
licly fealed ihftruments "Urere drawn up of all thefe 
articles. Thus had the earl of Montfort poffeflion 
of Brittany : he remained duke of it for a time, 
vntil new wars began, as you Ihall hear in the fol- 
lowing hiftory. 

. Among thefe articles, it was (lipulated, that thre 
lord de CGflbn fhould repoffefs thofe lands which 
king Philip had formerly taken from his fainity. 
This lord de Cliflbn gained the confidence of the 
king of France, who did whatever he wifhed, and 
without him nothing was done^ 

The whole country of Brittany was^ full of joy 
upon the conclufion of a peace, . The duke receiv- 
ed homages from cities, towns, caftles,. prelates, 
and gentl men. 

Soon afterwards, the duke married* the daugh- 
ter of her royal highnefs* the princefs of Wales, 
which fhe had borne to her former hufband, the 
lord Thomas Holland. The nuptials were cele- 
brated with great pomp and magnificence, in the 
•good city of Nantes.' 

It alfo happened this winter, that queen Jand, 

■ ■ ■ I II ■■ I I I I I ■-!■»> 

• Johanna of Holland, daughter of Thomas earl of Kent, 
—-married 1366 — dkdf without iffu«, 1^6^— Anderson^*^ 

••• aunt 
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aunt to the king'of Navarre, and queen Blanche, his 
fitter, laboured fo eameftly for peace that it was con- 
cluded between the kings of France and Navarre, 
ailifted much by the advice and prudence of the cap- 
tal de Buch, whptook great pains in the bufinefs. He 
alfo obtained his liberty by it. The king of France 
fhowed him great marks of efteem, and, as a proof 
of it, gave him thehandfome caftle of Nemours, 
with all its rights, appurtenances and jurifdiftions, 
which were worth three thoufand francs of revenue* 
The captal became, by this means, liege man to the 
king of France. The king v/as well pleafed at re- 
ceiving him a homager ; for he loved much the 
fendce of a knight fuch as the captal ; but he was 
not fo long, for, when he was returned into the 
principality to the prince, who had been informed 
of what had paffed, he was much blamed, and told 
that he could not acquit himfelf loyally in his fer- 
vice to two lords : that he was over covetous, when 
he accepted of lands in France, where he was neither 
honored nor beloved. 

When, he found himfelf in this fituation, and fo 
treated and taunted by the pnnce of Wales, his own 
natural lord, he was quite afhamed of himfelf, and 
made excufes, faying ' that he was not by any 
means too much connefted with the king of France, 
and that he could very eafily undo all that had been 
done/ He fent, therefore, by his own fquire, his 
homage back to the king of France, renounced all 
that had been given him, and remained attached to 
the prince. 

Vol. in. P Among 
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Among the articles of the treaty between the 
kings of France and Navarre, the towns of Mante 
and Meulan were to be given the king of France, 
who reftored to the king of Navarre other caftles in 
Nomiandy. 

About this time, the lord Louis de Navarre fet 
out from France, and paffed through Lombardy, to 
efpoufe the queen of Naples*. At his departure, 
he borrowed of the king of France fixty thoufand 
francs, upon the fecurity of fome caftles which be- 
longed to him in Normandy. He furvived his 
marriage with that queen but a fhort time. May 
God forgive him his faults ! for he was a good and 
courteous knight. 



CHAP. CCXXVIII. 

A WAR IN SPAIN BETWEEN THE KING, DON PEDRO 
OF CASTILLE, AND HIS BASTARD BROTHER 

HENRY, TO WHOSE AID THE LORD JOHN DE 

BOURBON AND SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN 

JLEAD THE PILLAGING COMPANIES. HENRY, 

BY THEIR MEANS, IS CROWNED KINO OP 
CASTILLE. 

A T this period t, thofe companies of freebooters 

were fo much increafed in France that the 

government did not know what to do with them| 

* The queen of Naples. This muft have been the too 
celebrated Jane> but I cannot find the marriage mentioned 
m any other book. 

t This period, — i^^S* 

fince 
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fince the wars In Brittany and thofe with the king 
of NaVarre were now put an end to. Thefe com- 
panies having been brought up to arms, and taught 
to live on pillage and plunder alone, neither could 
nor would abftain from it. Their great refource 
was France ; * and thefe companions called the king, 
dom of France their domain. They dared not, 
however, make any attempts on Acquitaine, for the 
country would not have fuflFered it ; befides, to fay 
truth, the greater number of their captains were 
Gafcons and Englifh, or perfons attached to the 
king of England or prince of Wales. 

Some lords of Brittany were among them, but 
they were few in number. On this account, many 
of the inhabitants of France murmured much, and 
complained fecretly of the king of England and the 
prince, that they did not a6l well towards the kinjj 
of France in not aflifting him to drive thefe bad 
people out of the realm. They were better pleafed 
to fee them with their neighbours than among 
themfelves. The wifeft of the kingdom declared, 
that if fomething were not fpeedily done in this 
bufinefs, either by 'fighting or getting rid of them 
out of the country, by a handfome prefent- irr 
monev, they would deftroy the noble kingdom of 
France- 
ill There was at the time a king in Hungary who 
wais defirous of having their affiftance, and would 
have given them full employment againfl: the 
Turks, with whom he was at war, for they had 
done him much mifchief. He wrote, therefore, to 
pope Urban V, (who was then at Avignon, and 
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who would gladly have feen France delivered front 
thefe companies,) and alfo to the king of France 
and to the prince of Wales. 

He wifhed to enter into a treaty with their lead- 
ers, and offered large fums of money to them and 
a free paffage ; but they would not liften to it, fay- 
ing, that they would not go fo far to make war. It 
was told them by their oldeft captains, who were 
well acquainted with the country of Hungary, that 
there were fuch narrow paffes, if they Ihould in 
any combat be engaged in them, they would never 
be able to get out, but muft infallibly be cut off. 
This report frightened them fo much, that they had 
not any defire to go thither. 

When pope Urban and the king of France found 
thefe wicked people were not likely to come into 
their plan, and would not quit the kingdom, but, 
on the contrary, multiplied daily, they thought upon 
another method to free the country from them. 

There was in thefe times a king of Caftille, of the 
name of don Pedro*, whofe mind, full of flrange 
opinions, was very rebellious and refraftory to all 
the regulations and commands of the church : he 
wanted to fubdue his Chriftian neighbours, more 
efpecially the king of Arragon, of the name of 
Peter tj who was a good Catholic : he had even, 
taken from him part of his pofTeilions, and wa9 
preparing to feize the remainder. 

' ■ D ill I '■ i ' .11 III. i " M.I 

* Don Pedro — the fourth, furnamed the Cruel, 
t Peter— the fourth^ furnamed the Ceremonious. 

This 
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This king, don Pedro of Caftille, had three 
baftard brothers, children of the good Alphonfo 
his father and a lady called la Riche Done *• The 
elded was named don Henry; the fecond, don 
Tello ; the third, don Sanchof. 

Don Pedro hated them mortally ; and, could he 
have laid hands on them, he would have had them 
beheaded. They had been, however, much loved 
by their father, who in his lifetime had given to 
Henry, the elded, the county of Tradamare ; but 
the king, don Pedro his brother, had taken it from 
him by force, and every day was haraffing him. 

This badard Henry was a very valiant and wor- 
thy knight : he had been a long time in France, 
where he followed the profeflion of arms, and had 
ferved under the king of France J, whom he loved 
much. 

The king don Pedro, as common report told the 
dory, had by different means caufed the death of 
their mother, which, as was natural, gave them 
great difpleafure. He had banifhed and murdered 
many of the greated barons of the realm of Cadille. 
He was withal fo cruel, and of fuch a horrid difpo- 
fition^ that all men feared, fufpefted and hated him, 
but dared not ftiew it. He had alfo caufed the 
death of a very good and virtuous lady, whom he 

-* ~~" " -^ 

* La Richa Donna, —Eleanora de Guzman. 

-|- Sancho. Inl'Arc de verifier les Dares, the fecond fon 
is called Frederick, ^ind the third D. Tello, Frederick was 
murdered by don Pedro, i3J^'«, 

i Kingof France, — John. Don Henry was at the battle 
of Poitiers. 

P3 had 
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had married, the lady Blaache, daughter of duke 
Peter de Bourbon, and coufin german to the queen 
of France and to the countefs of Savoy. All her 
relations, who are of the nobleft blood in the 
world, were mofl: exceedingly irritated by the man- 
ner of her death *• 

There was alfo a report current among the pec* 
pie, that king Peter had even formed an alliance 
with the kings of Benamarine fj Granad^i and Tre* 
me9enj5who were enemies to God, and infidels. 
Many were uneafy at wrongs he might do to his 
country, and left he (hould violate the churches ; 
for he had feized their revenues, and detained the 
priefts of holy church in prifon, where he vexed 
them with all forts of tyranny, 

Gi*eat complaints of thefe proceedings were fent 
daily to the pope, entreating him to put a flop to 
them. Pope Urban received and attended to thefe 
complaints. He fent ambaffadors to the king, don 
Pedro, ordering and enjoining him to come forth^ 
with in perfon to the court of Rome, to purge and 



\ 



* She was poifoncd, by don Pedro's ordtrs, in thecaftle of 
Medina Sldnnia, where he had confined her. Choisy, Hift, 
Charles y. — Others fay, fnioilicivd between two cnlhions. 

f Henamarlnc. Ahcn Jacob, Ling of Fc/, fent his fan 
Abomcilquc to take poflcflion of hinds given liim by the king 
cf Granada, as a barrier againft A]|;honfoXI. He landed 
V ith his fleet at Algezlras 133 ', with a r.iiniber of Benamc- 
rir.e Moor?, and fcr.ned anew kingdom In opain, ftilinghiin* 
jch king of Algeziras and Ronda. — 7^;7/i;r;'s Hift. Peter the 
Cruel, \v\ i. p. t^. 

J: Trciiie^^n. By Moreri, this appears to have been a 
tQvya in *\irica, depenjan: on the king .{0:11 of Talenfin. 

clear 
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clear himfelf from all the villanous afUons he was 
charged with, 

Don Pedro, proud and prefumptuous as he was^^ 
not only refufed to obey the mandate, but even re- 
ceived with infults the ambaffadors from the holy 
father, for which he fell grievoufly under his indig- 
nation. This wicked king ftill perfevered in his 
fm. It was then confidered how or by what means 
he could be correfted ; and it was determined that 
he was no longer worthy to bear the title of king, 
nor to poffefs a kingdom. He was therefore pub- 
licly excommunicated, in full confiftory, held in the 
apartments of the pope, at Avignon, and declared 
to be a heretick and infidel. They thought they 
fhould be able to punifli him, by means of the free 
companies who were in France. 

They requefted the king of Arragon, who hated 
very much this don Pedro, and Henry the baftard of 
Spain, to come immediately to Avignon, The 
holy father then legitimated the birth of Henry the 
baftard, fo that he might be in a condition to obtain 
the kingdom from don Pedro, who had been curfed 
and condemned by the fentence of the pope. 

The king of Arragon offered a free paflage 
through his kingdom, with a fupply of men at arms, 
and all forts of provifion and aid, to whoever 
ihould enter Caftille, and attack don Pedro to de- 
prive him of his throne. 

The king of France was much pleafed with this 
intelligence, and took great pains that fir Bertrand 
du Guefclin, whom fir John Chandos held as his 
prifoner, fhould be ranfomed. This was fixed at 
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one hundred thoufand francs *. The king of France 
paid one part, the pope and Henry the baftard the 
other. 

Soon after his liberty was obtained, they entered 
into a treaty with the chiefs of thofe companies, pro-, 
mifing them great advantages if they would go into 
Caftille. They readily affented to the propofal by 
means of a large fum of money, which was divided 
among them. 



* The abbe CJioify fays, it was 30,000 francs. 

In a note to the Memolres du Guefclln, it is faid, that * it 
coft du Guefclin 100,000 francs for his ranfom. As he had 
no ready money, the Jords de Matignon, de Montbourcher 
and de Laval were his fecurity to the general, Chandos* 
Charles V. paid of it 40,000 francs, the pope and Henry 
Traftamare, afterwards king of Caftille, made up the re- 
mainder. — Memoir es Hifioriques • 

In a mod curious hiftory, called Les Faiz de Meffire Ber- 
trand du Guefclin, which I confider as the editio princeps 
(from the ftile and manner of printing) in the Haford Li- 
brary, no mention whatever is made of a ranfpm. 

* L^s Faiz du Meffire Bertranddu Guefclin, in fol. figures, 
ancienne edition gothique. 

* Je n'ai vu ce livre nulle part ailleurs que dans le cata- 
logue du marechal d'Etrees, num. 15052. On feroit porte 
a croire c'eft le meme que le raanufcrit de Menard, qu'il 4 
public comme ipconnu jufqu' alors, ainfi qu'il dit dans foa 
avis au lefteur.* 

In the Memoires de Bertrapd, by M. GuyarcJ de Berville, 
2 vols. 1 2mo. it is faid that Charles V. paid part of th^ 
icpjcoo francs of the ranfom, and that Bertrand found the 
;-eit himfclf. 

5xtra6l from the Bibliotheque Hiftorique de 
^ • . d? France, du pere le Iiong. . 

Tbd 
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The prince of Wales was informed of this intend- 
ed expedition, as well as his knights and fquires, 
but particularly fir John Chandos, who was foli- 
cited to be one of the leaders of it, in conjunftion 
with fir Bertrand du Guefclin. He excufed him- 
felf, and faid he could not go. This, however, did 
not put a flop to it : many knights who were at- 
tached to the prince, among whom were fir Euftace 
d'Ambreticourt, fir Hugh Caverly, fir Walter 
Huet, fir Matthjew Gournay, fir Perducas d'Albret 
and feveral others were of the party. 

The lord John de Bourbon, earl of Marche, took 
the chief command, in order to revenge the death 
of his coufin the queen of Spain : but he was 
under the advice and controul of fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin, as he was at that time a very young 
knight. 

In this expedition were alfo the lord of Beaujeu, 
whofe name was Anthony, and many worthy 
knights : fuch as lord Arnold d'Andreghen, mar- 
fhal of France, the lords Begue de Villaines, d' An- 
toin in Hainault, de Brifnel, John de Neufville*, 
Guimars de Bailheul, John de Berguetes, the Ger- 
man lord de St. Venant, and others whom I can- 
not name. All thefe men at arms affembled toge- 
ther, in order to begin their march at Montpellier 
in Languedoc. 

Thefe men at arms might be about three thou- 
fandf. They all paffed through Narbonne, in 

* Neufvilie. Sir John Neville. 

f My MSS. fay, 30,000 men ; and the zhh6 Choify fay«, 
the/ were 30,000 men^ well armed.— Hift. Charles V. 

their 
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their march to Pcq>Ignan, in order to enter Arra- 
gon by that town *. All the leaders of thefe com- 
panies were there : the lords Robert Briquet, John 
Carfneille, Nandon de Bagerant, La Nuit, le petit 
Mefchin, le bourg Camus, le bourg de TEfparre, 
Battiller, Efpiote, Aymemon d^Ortige, Perrot de 
Savoye, and numbers more : all of one mind and 
accord, to dethrone don Pedro from his kingdom 
of Caftille, and to place there in his room the baftard 
Henry, earl of Traftamare. 

Don Pedro had received information that this 
army > was marching againft him : he collected his 
troops, in order to meet them, and fight boldly on 
their entering Caftille, 

When the^ were about to enter Arragon, they 
fent to him, in order to cover and mafic their real 
intentions, to alk a free paffage through his country, 
and that provifion might be fupplied to fomc 
pilgrims of God, who had undertaken, through de- 
votion, an expedition into the kingdom of Granada, 
to revenge the fuiferings of their Lord and Saviour, 
to deftroy the infidels, and to exalt the Crofs. 

Don Pedro laughed at this requeft, and fent for 
anfwer, that he would never attend to fuch beggarly 
crew. When the men at arms and companions 
heard this reply, they thought him very proud and 
prefumptuous, and made every hafte to do him as 
much mifchief as they could. 



* ChoiTy fays, thiit one part embarked at Aigucs Moite^ 
for "Barcelona, and that the reft went by hind. 
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They marched through the kingdom of Arragon, 
where every accommodation was prepared for them, 
and they found all forts of provifion plenty and 
cheap ; for the king of Arrapon was very joyful 
on their arrival, becaufc this armv would foon 
re-conquer from the king of Caftilb the whole 
country which he had taken from him, and kept 
by force. ^ 

Whenever they won any towns, caftlcs, cities or 
fortreffes, which don Pedro had feized from Arra^ 
gon, fir Bertrand and his army gave them back to 
the king of Arragon, who declared, that from that 
day forward, he would affift Henry the baftard 
againft don Pedro. All tlic men at arms paffcd the 
great river * which divfdcs Caftille from Arragon, 
and entered Spain. 

News was brought to the king of Caftille, that 
French, Englifli, Bretons, Normans, Picards and 
Burgundians had crofled the Ebro, and entered his 
kingdom : that they had re-conquered every place 
on the other fide of the river that feparates Caftille 
from Arragon, which had coft him fo much trouble 
to gain. 

Upon hearing this, he was in a great rage, and 
fold things fliould not go on thus. He iffued a fpecial 
ordinance throughout his kingdom, ordering all 
thofe to whom it was addrefled to meet him with* 
out delay, as he was determined to combat thefe 
men at arms who had entered the kingdom of 
Caftille. 



♦ The Ebro, — probably at Alfaro or C'aUhorra 

Too 
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Too few obeyed his mandate; for, when he 
thought to have affembled a large force, fcarcely 
any came to the rendezvous. All the barons and 
knights of Spain fell off from him, in favor of his 
brother the baftard. This event forced him to fly, 
or he would have been taken ; and fo much was he 
hated by his fubjeds and enemies, that not one re- 
mained with him, fave one loyal knight chilled Fer- 
dinand de Gaftro *. He was determined never to 
quit don Pedro, whatever ill-fortune might happen 
to him. The king of Caftille went to Seville, the 
handfomeft city in Spain ; but, not thinking himfelf 
in fecurity there, he ordered all his treafures and • 
other things to be packed up in large coffers, which 
he embarked on board of fhips, leaving Seville 
with his wife, his children, and Ferdinand de Gaftro^ 
Don Pedro arrived that fame evening t (like a knight 

that 

♦ Ferdinand de Caftro. In the hiftory of Spain by Fer- 
raras, don Pedro publicly marries the daughter of a don Pedro 
Fernandez de Caftro, widow of don Diego de Haro, during 
the life of his wife, Blanche de Bourbon, and of Maria di 
Padilla, in the 'year 1354; whether the daughter of this 
knight who accompanied him in his flight, I know not. 

.+ Don Pedro retired firft to Portugal, where he offered 
His daughter Beatrice to the infant of Portugal, in marriage, 
with a large portion of money he had brought, with him. 
This propofal was reje(5led for fear of embroiling the two 
kingdoms. He retreated to different caftles, the governors 
of which refufed to admit him, and (lopped at the caftle of 
Monterey in Galicia : from thence he went to San Jago, and 
murdered the archbifhop, and thence to Corunna, where, 
finding twenty* two veffels, he embarked for Bayonne. Don 
Ferdinand de Caftro did not accompany him> but remained 
to fupport his intereft in Bifcay, 

Hq 
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that had been beaten and difcomfited) at a town 
called Coninna, in Galicia, where there was a very 
ftrong caftle, He immediately flung himfelf into it, 
with-his wife and children ; that is to fay, two young 
damfels, called Conftance * and Ifabella f. None of 
his courtiers followed him, nor had he any of his 
council with him except the above-mentioned Fer- 
dinand de Caftro. 

We will now return to his brother, Henry the 
baftard, and relate how he perfevered in his defigns. 
I have before faid, that don Pedro was much hated 
by all his fubjefts, for the great and numberlefs 
zSts of injuftice he had committed, and for the 
various murders by which he had cut oflF many of 
the nobility, fome of them even by his own hands ; 
fo that, as foon as they knew his brother the baftard 
had entered Caftille with a powerful army, they all 
joined him, acknowledged him for their lord ; and, 
having increafed his army, caufed all the cities. 



He could not at that time have any wife ; for he had 
murdered Blanche de Bourbon, and Maria di PadiUa died 
before this. He indeed owned his marriage with Maria very 
fblemnly, but was not believed. 

Don Pedro had entered into an alliance with the king of 
England and prince of Wales as early as 1363, for fear of 
the vengeance of France for the murder of queen Blanche* 

For more particulars, fee Ferraras' Hift. of Spain, Dillon^ 
&c. 

* Conftance married John of Gaunt, duke of Lancafter, 
who claimed the kingdom of Cadille after don Pedro's death* 
. f Ifabella, — firft wife of Edmund duke of York, married 
1372, — ^much lamented for her youthful wantosnefs, died 
1392. — AnitrfoiCs R, Gtiu 

towns 
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towns and caftles to open their gates to him, and 
the inhabitants to do him homage. The Spaniards 
Ihouted with one voice, ' Long live king Henry ! 
Down with don Pedro, who has treated us fo- 
cruelly and wickedly.* 

Thus they condufted Henry throughout the 
kingdom of Caftille ; that is to fay, the lord Gonte^ 
Garilz *, the grand mafter of the order of Cala- 
trava tj and the mafter of the order of St. Jame&-{, 
making all the people obey him. They crowned 
him king in the city of Burgos, where all the pre- 
lates, earls, barons and knights paid him their 
homage, and fwore they would ferve and obey him 
as their king for evermore, and, if there fhould be 
occafion, would facrifice their lives for him. King 
Henry then paffed from city to city, all the inhabi- 
tants of which treated him as their king. 

Henry made large prefents and gifts to the foreign 
knights who had put him in poffeffion of the king- 
dom of Caflille. They were fo magnificent, that 
he was confidered as a moft generous and bountiful 



'• • X Gomez Garilz. Denys Sauvage cannot make out 
who this is ; nor is the account corredt, according to other 
lUftorians. Many of the king's friends remained fteady ta 
litm, as did the bulk of his army. Don Garcia Alvarez dc 
Toledo, mafter of the knights of St. James, who commanded 
atLogrono; Garcia de Padilla, governor of Agreda ; Fer- 
nando de Toledo, brother to the fnafter of St. James, and 
Boccanegra, admiral of Caftille, were among the number.— 
Dillon. 

■ f Mafter of Calatrava. Martin Lopez de Cordova, mafter 
of Calatra^'aJ followed don Pedro's fortunes, and went with 
him from Seville to PortugaU— Diklon. 

lord: 
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lord : the Normans, French and Bretons, who had 
been partakers of his bounty, faid he was deferving 
of a large fortune, and that he ought to reign with 
great profperity. Thus the baftard of Spain found 
'himfelf mafter of Caftille. He created his two 
brothers, don Tello and don Frederick, earls, and 
gave them large eftates, with other revenues. He 
continued king of Caftille, Galicia, Seville, Toledo 
and Leon, until the forces of the prince of Wales de- 
prived him of them, re-placing the king, don Pedro, 
in the pofleftion of thefe realms, as you will find re- 
lated in the following hiftory. 

When king Henry faw himfelf thus fituated, and 
the bufmefs completed, fo that all obeyed him, 
both nobles and ferfs, as their king and lord ; that 
there was not any appearance of oppofition to his 
crown J he imagined it would add luftre to his 
name, if he made an irruption into the kingdom of 
Granada with thofe free companies that had come 
from France, as a means of giving them employ- 
ment. He mentioned it therefore, to feveral of the 
knights who were about him, when they confented 
to it. He retained conftantly near his perfon thofe 
knights who were attached to the prince of Wales ; 
namely, fir Euftace d'Ambreticourt, fir Hugh Cal- 
verley and others, (hewing them the moft marked 
attentions and kindnefs, in expectation of beings 
aided by them in his intended expedition to 
Granada, which he was defirous of undertaking. 

Soon after his coronation, the greater number of 
French knights took their leave, and departed. On 
their going away, he made them very rich prefents. 

The 
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The earl de la Marche, fir Arnold d'Andreghen^ 
the lord de Beaujeu and many more, returned to 
their own country. However, fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin, fir Olivier de Mauny and the Bretons, as 
well as the free companies, remained in CafUlle 
until other news . arrived. Sir Bertrand du Guef- 
clin was made conftable of Caftille by Henry, with 
the affent of all the barons of the realm. We will 
now return to don Pedro. 



CHAP. CCXXIX- 



KING DON PEDRO SENDS TO ENTREAT THE 
PRINCE OF WALES* ASSISTANCE AGAINST HIS 

BROTHER, HENRY THE BASTARD. HE RETIRES 

INTO GUIENNE, WHERE HE IS WELL RECEIVED 
BY THE PRINCE. 

Y^U have heard how don Pedro had caft himfelf 
into the caftle of Corunna near the fea, with 
only his wife, his two daughters and don Fernando 
de Caftro j whilft in the mean time, his brother the 
bailard, through the ailiilance of the men at arms 
whom he had drawn from France, was conquering 
Caftille, to whom the whole country had furreoi- 
dered. 

All this much alarmed him ; and he did not think 
himfelf in perfefl: fafety in the caftle of Corunna ; 
for he had a great dread of his brother the baftard^ 
and well knew that, if he were informed where he 
Was, he would come and feek him with his forces, 
to befiege him in the caftle. He would not wait 

this 
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this danger, but embarked on board a veffel, with 
his wife, his daughters, don Fernando de Caftro, 
and whatever he had amafled of money and jewels, 
and put to fea in the night. The wind, however, 
was fo contrary, that they could not clear the coaft, 
but were- obliged to return, and again to eWer the 
caftle of Corunna. 

Don Pedro then demanded from his knight, don 
Fernando de Caftro, complaining of his evil fortune, 
which was fo much againft him, what was beft to 
be done. ' My lord,* replied the knight, * before you 
leave this place, 1 think it would be proper that you 
fend fome perfon to your coufm the prince of Wales, 
to know if he will receive you, and to entreat of 
him, for God's fake, that he would attend to yoiir 
diftrefst He is in a manner bound to it, from the 
ftrong conneftion that has fubfifted between the 
king his father, and yours in fornier times. The 
prince of Wales is of fuch a noble and gallant dif- 
pofition that, when he fhall be informed of your 
misfortiyies, he will certainly take compafTion .on 
yoTi : and, if he fhould determine to replace you 
on your throne, there is no one, fir, that -cojuld 
oppofe him, fo much is he redouted by all the world, 
and beloved by foldiers. You are now fafe where 
you are ; for this fortrefs will hold out until fome 
intelligence (hall be brought you from Acquitaine.* 

Don Pedro immediately aflented to this : a letter, 
in a moft- lamentable and piteous ftrain, was written : 
and a knight, with two fquires, having been in- 
ftrufted to undertake this employ, cheerfully ac* 
cepted it, diro^lly put to fea, and made fail for 

Vol. IIL Q Bay. 
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Bayonne, a city dependant on the kmg^ of England^ 
where they fafely arrived. They made inquiries 
after the prince, and learnt that at that time he was 
at Bourdeaux. Upon this, they rode to Bourdeaux, 
and took up their quarters at an inn. Soon after- 
ward they made for the monaftery of St. Andrew, 
where the prince refided. 

The knight and fquircs who had come from 
Spain informed the knights of the prince, that they 
were Spaniards, and ambafladors from don Pedro of 
Caftille. The prince, when informed of it, wifhed to 
fee them, and to know what bufinefs had brought 
them. They were, upon this, introduced, and after 
having cafl themfelves on their knees, faluted him 
according to their cuftom, recommending the king 
their lord to him, as they prefented him his. letter. 
The prince made them rife : having taken the letter^ 
he opened it, and afterwards read it more at his 
leifure. He found that don Pedro had written a 
moft melancholy account of himfelf, informing him 
of his hardfhips and diftrefs, and in what manner his 
brother the baftard, by means of the great alliances 
he had made, firfl with the pope, then with the 
kuigs of France and Arragon, and the free com- 
panies, had driven him out of his inheritance, the 
kingdom of Caftille. In that letter, he entreated 
the prince, for the love of God, and for pity's fake» 
that he would attend to his fitualion, and find feme 
remedy to it j for it was not a Chriftian-like aft, 
that a baftard,. through force, fhould difinherit a 
legitimate fon, and feize his poffeflions- 

The 
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The prince, who was a valiant and a wife knight, 
having folded up the letter in his hands, faid to the 
ambaffadors, who had remained in his prefence, 
• You are welcome to us from our coufm the king 
of Caftille : you will ftay here in our court, and will 
liot return without an anfwer/ 

The knights of the prince were already prepared j 
for they well knew what was propfer to be done, and 
took with them the Spanifti knight and his two 
fquires to entertain them handfomely. 

The prince had remained in his apartment, 
thinking much on the contents of the letter from 
the king of Caftille. He immediately fent for fir 
John Chandos and fir William Felton, the chiefs of 
his council : one was high fteward of Acquitaine, 
and the other conftable. 

When they were come, he faid fmiling ; ' My 
lords, here is great news from Spain. The king, 
don Pedro our coufin, complains grievoufly of 
Henry his baftard brother, who has feized his king- 
dom, and driven him out of it, as perhaps you may 
have heard related by thofe who are come hither. 
He entreats of us help and afliftance, as his letter 
will more fully explain to you.* The prince then 
again read it over, word for word, to the knights, 
who lent a willing ear. When he had read it, he 
faid ; ' You, fir John, and you, fir William, who 
are my principal counfellors, and in whom I have 
the greateft confidence and truft : tell me, I beg of 
you, what will be the moft advifable for us to do in 
this bufinefs.* The two knights looked at each 
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Other, but uttered not a word. The prince agsdn 
appealed to them, and faid, ' Speak boldly, what- 
ever be your opinion.* 

The prince was then advifed by thefe two knights, 
as I have heard it told afterwards, to fend a body of 
men at arms to king don Pedro, as fsft* as Corunna, 
where he was, and whence he had dated his letter ; 
to conduft him to Bourdeaux, in order more fully 
to learn what were hia wants and intentions : that 
then they fliould be better informed from his con- 
verfation how tHey were to aft. 

This anfwered pleafed the prince. Sir William 
Felton was ordered to take the command of the exr 
pedition ; and the prince afked fir Richard Pont- 
chardon, fir Nele Loring, fir Simon Burley * and 
fir William TroufTeaux to accompany^ it into Ga- 
licia, to efcort from Corunna the king, don Pedro, 
and the remnant of his army. The armament for 
this expedition was to cpnfifl: of twelve veffels, 
which were to. be .filled with archers and men at 
arms. 

The above-named knights made proper purvey- 
ances for the occafion, and fet out from Bourdeaux, 
accompanied by the ambaffadors from don Pedro. 
They continued their journey to Bayonne, where 
they remained three or four days, waiting for a fa- 
vorable wind, and to load the (hips. On the fifth 
day, a& they were on .the point of failing, don Ppdro, 

* Sir Simon Burley, — knight of the Garter, &c.— behead- 
ed in the rejgu,o£ Richard H. 

king 
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ting of Caftille arrived there. He had left Corunna 
in great fufpenfe, being afraid to flay tjiere longer, 
and had brought with him a few of His people, and 
as much of his treafure as he could carry away. 

This was gfeat news for the Engliflh- Sir William 
Felton and the other knights waited on him, on his 
landing, and received him handfomely. They in- 
formed him, that they had prepared themfelves, and 
were on the point of failing to Corunna, or farther 
had it been neceflary, to -feek for him, by orders 
from the prince their lord. Don Pedro heard this 
with great joy, and returned his warmeft thanks to 
the prinjce, as well as to the knights then prefent. 

Sir William Felton immediately font the prince 
information of the arrival of the king of Caftille at 
Bayonne, who was much pleafed thereat. Thefe 
knights did not make any long ftay it Bayonne, 
but, taking the king with them, made for the city 
of Bourdeaux, where they fafely arrived. 

The prince, who was anxious to fee his coufin the 
king, don Pedro, and alfo to do him the more 
honor, rode out of Bourdeaux, attended by his 
knights and fquires, to m6et him. When they met 
he faluted him very refpedfuUy, and paid him every 
attention by/peech and aftion; for he knew per-* 
feftly well how fo to do : 'no prince of his time un- 
derftood fo well the praftice of good breeding. 

After their meeting, when they had refreflied 
themfelves as was becoming them to do, they rode 
towards Bourdeaux. The prince placed don Pedro 
on his right hand, and would not faffer it to be 

Q 3 other- 
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otherwife. During their return, don Pedro told 
the prince his diftreffes, and in what manner his 
brother the baftard had driven him out of the king- 
dom of Caftille, He complained bitterly of the 
difloyalty of his fubjefts ; for all had ,deferted him 
except one knight, don Fernando de Caftro, then 
with him, and whom he pointed out to the prince. 

The prince comforted him by a moft courteous 
and difcreet anfwer : he begged of him not to be too 
much caft down ; for, if he had loft every thing, it 
was fully in the power of God to give him back 
what he had loft, and more, as well as vengeance 
upon his enemies. 

Converfing on this fubjefi:, as well as on other 
topjcks, they rode on to Bourdeaux, and difmounted 
at the monaftery of St. Andrew, the refidence of 
the prince and princefs. The king, don Pedro, was 
condufted to an apartment which had been prepared 
for him. 

When he had drefled himfelf fuitably to his rank, 
he waited on the princefs and the ladies, who all re- 
ceived him veiy politely. I could enlarge much on 
the feafts and entertainments which were made ; but 
I will briefly pafs them over, and relate to you how 
don Pedro condufted himfelf towards his coufin the 
prince of Wales, whom- he found courteous and 
aflFable, and willing to attend to his requeft of a^d, 
notwithftanding fome of his council had given him 

the advice I will now mention. 

Before the arrival of don Pedro at Boui-deaux, 
fome lords, as well Englifli as Gafcons, who ha4 
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much wifdom and forethought, were of the pruice's 
council, and who, by inclination as well as duty, 
thought themfelves bound to give him loyal advice, 
fpoke to the prince in words like the fol- 
lowing : 

' My lord, you have often heard the old proverb 
of ' All covet, all lofe/ True it is, that you are one 
of the princes of this world, the mod enlightened, 
efteemed and honored, in pofleffion of large do- 
mains and a handfome principality on this fide of 
the fea, and are, thank God, at peace with every 
one. It is alfo well known, that no king, far or 
near, at this prefent moment dares anger you ; fuch 
reputation have you in chivalry for valour and good 
fortune. You ought, therefore, in reafon, to be 
contented with what you have got, and not feek for 
enemies. We muft add, likewife, that this don 
Pedro, king of Caftille, who at prefent is driven out 
of his realm, is a man of great pride, very cruel, 
and full of bad difpofitions. The kingdom of Caftille 
has fuffered many grievances at his hands : many 
valiant men have been beheaded and murdered, 
without juftice or reafon ; fo that to thefe wicked 
aflions, which he ordered or confented to, he owes 
the lofs of his kingdom. In addition to this, he is 
an enemy to the church, •and excommunicated by 
our holy father. He has been long confidered as a 
tyrant, who, without any plea of juftice, has always 
made war upon his neighbours ; fuch as the kings 
of Arragon and Navarre, whom he was defirous to 
dethrone by force. It is alfo commonly reported, 
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and believed in his kingdom, and even by his own 
attendants, that he murdered the young lady, his 
wife, who was a coufm of yours, being daughter to 
the duke of Bourbon. 

* Upon all thefe accounts, it behoves you to 
paufe and reflefl: before you enter into any en- 
gagements; for what he has hitherto fuffered are 
the chaftifements of God, who orders thefe punifli- 
ments as an example to the kings and princes of the 
earth, that they {hould never commit fuch like 
wickednefs.* 

With fimilar language to this was the prince alfb 
addreffed by his council, on the arrival of the king 
of Caftille at Bourdeaux : but to this loyal advice 
they received the following anfwer : 

' My lords, I take it for granted and believe 
that you give me the bed advice you are able, 
I mufl, however, inform you, that I am perfeftly 
well acquainted with the life and condud of don 
Pedro, and well know that he has committed 
faults without number, for which at prefent he fuf^ 
fers : but I will tell you the reafons which at this 
moment urge and embolden me to give him 
affiftance, I do not think it either decent or proper 
that a baftard fhould poffefs a kingdom as an 
inheritance, nor drive out of his realm his own 
brother, heir to the country by lawful marriage ; 
and no king, nor king's fon, ought ever to fuffer it, 
as being of the greatelt prejudice to royalty. Add 
to this, that my lord and father and this don Pedro 
have for a long time been allies, much connefte4 
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together, by which we are bounden to aid and aflUl 
him, in cafe he fliould require it * 

Thefe were the reafons that inftigated the prince 
to afEft the king of Caftille in his great diftrefs, and 
thus he replied to his council. No one could after- 
wards make the fmalleft change in his determination, 
but every day it grew firmer. 

When don Pedro arrived at Bourdeaux, ha 
humbled himfelf to the prince, offering him many 
rich prefents, and the promife of further advantage? ; 
for he faid, he would make his eldeft fon, Edward, 
king of Galicia, and would divide among him and 
his people the great riches he had left in Caftille, 
where it was fo well fecured and hidden that no one 
could find its fituation except himfelf. The knights 
paid a willing attention to thefe words ; for both 
Englifh and Gafcons, by nature, are of a covetous 
difpofition. 

The prince was advifeJ to fummon all the barons 
of Acquitaine to an efpecial council at Bourdeaux, 
fo that there might be a grand conference held; 
when the king don Pedro, might lay before him his 
fituation, and his means of fatisfying them, fhould 
the prince undertake to conduQ: him back to his 
own country, and to do all in his power to replace 
him upon his throne. 

Letters and meffengers were therefore fent to all 
parts, and the lords fummoned : firft, the earl of 
Annagnac, ihe earl of Comminges, the lord d*Al- 
bret, the earl of Carmaing, the captal de Buch, the * 
lord de Tande, the vifcount de Chatillon, the lords 
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de TEfcut, de Rofcni, dc TEfparre, de Chaumont, 
de Mucident, de Courton, de Pincomet, and other 
barons of Gafcony and Guienne. The earl of Fbix 
was requefted to attend ; but he would not come, 
and excufed himfelf, having at the time a diforder 
in one of his legs, which prevented him from 
mounting on horfeback: he fent, however, his 
council in his ftead. 



CHAP. CCXXX. 

THE PRINCE OF WALES HOLDS A GRAND CON" 
FERENCE AT BOURDEAUX ON THE AFFAIRS O? 
THE KING OF CASTILLE.— HE RECEIVES LET- 
TERS FROM THE KING OF ENGLAND, TO ASSENT 
TO THE PROPOSALS OF ASSISTING DON PEDRO. 
—HE MAKES OVERTURES TO THE KING OF 
NAVARRE, FOR A FREE PASSAGE THROUGH HIS 
KINGDOM, TO ENABLE HIM TO CONDUCT DON 
PEDRO BACK TO CASTILLE. 

T^O this conference, which was holden at Bour- 
deaux, there came all the counts, vifcounts, 
barons, and men of abilities, in Saintonge, Poitou, 
Quercy, Limoufin, Gafcony and Acquitaine. 

When they were all affembled, they formed a 
parliament ; and, having entered upon the bufinefs 
of their meeting, they for three days difcuffed the 
fituation and future profped of this don Pedro, 
king of Caftille, who was all the time prefent, 
placing himfelf near his coufm the prince, who 
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ipoke in his behalf^ and gave the belt account 
he was able of his affairs. 

It was at laft refolved, that the prince fliould fend 
fuffident ambafladors to the king his father in Eng«- 
land, to know his opinion on the fubjed ; and that, 
as foon as they (hould have the king's anfwer, they 
would then affemble, and give the prince fuch good 
advice as reafonably ought to be fatisfaflory to hinu 

The prince immediately named four knights ; the 
lord Delawar, fir Nele Loring, fir John and fir Hdf 
de Pommiers; and ordered them to fet out for 
England* 

This conference then broke up, and each retume<| 
to his home. The king, don Pedro, remained at 
Bourdeaux with the prince and princefs, who enter* 
tained him handfomely, and with due honor. 

Thefe four knights began their journey, according 
to their orders, for England ; and, having embarked 
on board two fhips, they arrived fafely at South- 
ampton, through God's good will and favorable 
winds. They remained there one day, to refrefli 
therafelves and to difembark thdr horfes and 
equipage. On the fecond day, they mounted thdr 
horfes, and rode on to the city of London, where 
they inquired after the king, and where he was. 
They were told, he was at Windfor. They fet out 
for that place, and were very well received by the 
king and queen, as much through love- for the 
prince their fon, as beciufe they were lords and 
knights of great renown. 

Thefe lords and knights gave their letters to the 
}^^9 who opened them and had them read. After 

having 
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having for a fhort time confidered their contents, 
he faid ; * My lords, you may retire : I will fend for 
fome of my barons and learned men of my council : 
>we will then give you our anfwer, that you may re- 
turn back foon/ 

This reply was very pleafing to the ambafladors, 
who went the next day to London. It was not long 
before the king of England came to Weftminfter, 
where he was met by the greater part of his coun- 
cil ; that is to fay, his fon the duke of Lancafter, the 
earl of Arundel, the earl of Salifbury, fir Walter 
Manny, fir Reginald Cobham, earl Percy, lord 
Neville, and many others. Among the prelates, 
were the bifhops of Winchefter, Lincoln and Lon- 
don. They deliberated for a long time on the let- 
ters from the prince, and on the requeft he had 
made to the king his father. It appeared reafonable 
to the king and his council, that the prince fhould 
attempt to conduft back and replace the king of 
Spain on his throne and in his inlieritance, which was 
unanimoufly agreed on. Upon this, they drew up 
excellent anfwers, from the king and council of Eng- 
land, to the prince and all the barons of Acquitaine. 
They were carried back by the fame perfons who 
had, brought the letters, to the city of Bourdeaux, 
where they found the prince, and the king, don 
Pedro ; to each of whom they gave other letters 
which the king of England had fent by them. 

Another conference was determined upon : and, 
a day being fixed for holding it in the city of Bour- 
deaux, all thofe who were fummoned attended. The 
letters from the king of England were publicly read, 

who 
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who clearly and decidedly gave his opinion, that the 
prince his fon, in the names of God and St. George, 
fliould undertake the reftoration of don Pedro to his 
heritage, from which he had been driven unjuftly, 
and, as it would appear, fraudulently. In thefe let- 
ters, mention was alfo made, that the king thought 
himfelf obliged, from certain treaties which had 
been formerly entered into between him and his 
coufin don Pedro, to grant him help and fucconr, 
in cafe he fliould be required fo to do. He ordered 
all his vaflals, and entreated his friends to help and 
aflift the prince of Wales, by every means in their 
power, throughout this afF^r, in the fame manner as 
if he himfelf were prefent. 

When the barons of Acquitaine had heard thefe 
letters read, and the commands and requefts of the 
king and of the prince their lord, they cheerfully- 
made the following anfwer : ^ Sir, we will heartily 
obey the commands of the king our fovereign lord. 
It is but juft that we fliould be obedient both to him 
an^ to you : this we will do, and will attend you 
and don Pedro upon this expedition ; but we wifli 
to know from whom we are to have our pay, as it 
is not cuftomary for men at arms to leave their ha- 
bitations to carry on a war in a foreign country 
without receiving wages.* 

The prince, on hearing this, turned tow&rds doa 
Pedro, and faid ; ' Sir king, you hear what our ped^ 
pie fay : it is for you to give them an anfwer ; for it 
behoves you to do fo who are about to lead them 
into aftion.* Don Pedro made the following reply 
to the prince : * My dear coufin, as long as my 
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gdtc!) my fiiver and my treafure will laft, which 1 
have brought with me from Spain, but which is not 
fo great by thirty times as what I have left behind, I 
am willing it (hould be divided among your people/ 
Upon which the prince faid ; ' My lof d, you fpeak 
well : and for the furplus of the debt, I will take 
that upon myfelf towards them, and will order 
whatever fums you may want to be advanced you as 
a loan, until we ihall be arrived in Caftille/ * By 
my head,* replied don Pedro, * you will do me a 
great kindnefs.* 

Several of the moft experienced among them, 
fuch as the earl of AriHagnac, the lord de Pom- 
miers, fir John Chandos, the captal de Buch and 
fome others, having confidered the bufinefs, faid, the 
prince of Wales could not well undertake this expe- 
dition without having gained the confent and good 
will of the king of Navarre ; for he could not enter 
Spain without traverfmg his kingdom, and by the 
pafs of Roncevaux *. This entrance to Spain they 
were not quite fure of obtaining ; for the king of 
Navarre had lately formed frefli alliances with the 
baftard Henry, It was therefore debated for a long 
time, in what manner they could fucceed in gaining 
this important point. The wifeft were of opinion^ 
that another meeting fliould be appointed, and that 
it fliould be held in the city of Bayonne ; and that 
the prince, when there, fliould fend able ambaffadors 



* Roncevaux,— a village in Navarre, made famous by the 
defeat of Charlemagne, in which Oriando and Rinaldo, €o 
mucl^ celebrated by the old romances, were flaint 
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to the king of Navarre, to entreat he would coill€ 
to this conference at Bayonne. 

This refolution was adopted ; and the conference 
broke up. They had all a wi(h to attend the tneet- 
ing at Bayonne j and a day was fixed for hold-s^ 
ing it. 

During this interval, the prince fent fir Johat 
Chandos arid fir William Felton to the king of Na- 
varre, who was at that time in the city of Pompeluna. 
Thefe two knights, having wifdom and eloquence, 
exerted themfelves fo effeftually with the king of 
Navarre that he agreed to their requeft, and gave it 
under his feal that he woijd attend the conference 
at Bayonne. Upon which they returned to the 
prince, and related to him what they had done. 

On the appointed day for this meeting in the city 
of Bayonne, the king of Spain, the prince, the earl 
of Armagnac, the lord d'Albret, and all the barons 
of Gafcony, Poitou, Quercy, Rouergue, Saintonge 
and Limoufm came thither. The king of Navarre 
was alfo there ; to whom the king of Spain and the 
prince paid every attention, thinking they Ihould 
riot lofe by it. 

This conference in the city of Bayonne was long. 
It lafted five days. The prince and his council had 
many difficulties before they could get the king of 
Navarre to confent to their wiflies ; for it was not 
eafy to make any thing of him whenever he found 
that his fervices were wanted. 

However, from the great influence which the 
prince had over him, he brought him at laft to fwear, 
promife and feal a treaty of peace, alliance and con- 
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federation with don Pedro. The king of Caftiller 
entered into certain- engagements with the king of 
Navarre, which had been propofed to him by the 
princ^^f Wales. Thefe engagements were, that 
don Pedro, as king of both the Caftilles, fliould give, 
under his feal, to the kiiig^ Navarre and his heirs, 
to hold as their inheritance, all tTle domain of Lo- 
grono, with the lands on each fide of the river and 
alfo the town, caftle, territory and dependencies of 
Salvatierra, with the town of St. Jean Pied du Port 
and its furrounding country ; which lands, townar, 
caftles and lordfhips he had in former times taken 
poffeffion of, and held by force. 
■ In addition to this, the king of Navarre was to - 
receive twenty thoufand francs, for laying open hi^ 
country, and permitting the army to pafs peaceably 
through, finding them provifions upon being paid 
for them : in yvhich fum he acknowledged himfelf 
debtor to the king of Navarre *. 

When 



♦ See the Foedera for the underneath treaties, which re- 
late to thefe tranra<5>ions. v 

The firft reaty between Edward III. and don PcdrOf 
king of CalHIle, appears to be the izd June 1 362.-!— Confirm- 
ed ift February, 1363, — and«(l March, 1363. 

* Forbidding all f)Idiers to enter Spain as enemies, ad- 
dreffed to fir John Chandos, fir Hugh Calverley, &c. — De- 
cember '6, 1365.' 

A treaty, in which don Pedro acknowledges himfelf debtor 
to the prince of Wales in 56,000 gold florins, of good weighty 
&c. Which the prince, by the king's diredlions, had paid to 
the king of Navarre, &c. dated Libourne (a city on the 
Dordogne, ten leagues diftant from Bour^eaux), 'Sept. 23, 
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When the barons of Acquiuune leanvt that the^ 
treaties were made, and that doa Pedro and th^ 
king of Navarre were friends, they made ij^quiif 
who was to pay them their wages : the prince, who 
was very eager for this expedition, took that upoft 
himfelf, king don Pedrb Iiaving promifed puaQt 
tual re-payment. 



CHAP. CCXXXI. 

*rHE PRINCE OF WALES MAKES PREPARATIONS 
FOR REPLACING DO!^ PEDRO ON HIS THRONJS 

OF CA8TILLE. HENRY THE BASTARD, THOUOlt 

LATE INFORMED OF IT, ENDEAVOURS TO PRE* 
VENT IT. 

• 

Ty HEN all thofe things had been fo ordered and 
fettled that every one knew what he was to 
do, and they had remained in the city of Bay« 
onne twelve days amufing themfelves together, the 
king of Navarre took his leave, and fet out for the 
kingdom of Navarre whence he had come. The 
other lords departed alfo, and each returned to his 

■ .III! ■ I ■ » ■ .. II m »^— <hi» 

1366. The number of witnefles to this deed (hews that 
FroiiTart was mifinformed when he faysy that don Pedro was 
(blely attended by don Fernando de Caftro. 

Articles of convention between Pedro king of CaftiOft, 
Charles king of Navarre, and Edward prince of Wales,— » 
dated Libourne» Sept. 23, 1366. 

There are various other treaties between th6 king and 
prince, as well as the prince's letter to Henry de Traftaraare, 
and the anfwcr, before the battle of Navarcttc— See Rytwer. 

Vo:^. IIL R own 



0Wi heme. Even the prince came back tb Boar- 
deaux; but the king of Caftille remamed at 
Bayonne. 

The prince immediately fent his heralds into 
Spain, to the knights and other captains who were 
EngKlh or Gafcons attached to or dependant on 
him, to fignify his orders to take, their leave of the 
baftard, and to return as fpeedily. as poflible ; for 
he had need of them, and ihould find them em- 
ployment elfewhere. , 

. When the heralds who were the bearers of thefe 
orders to tlie knights in Caftille came to them, they 
guelTed they were fent for home : they unmediately 
took leave of king Henry in the mod courteous 
manner they could, without difcovering either their 
own or the prince's intentions. King Henry, who 
was liberal, courteous and honorable, made them 
very hahdfome prefents, thanking them moft grate- 
fully for their fer vices. 

Sir Euftace d'Ambreticourt, fir Hugh Calverley, 
fir Walter Huet, fir Matthew Gournay, fir John 
Devreux, with their men, left Spain, and returned as 
fpeedily as poffible. They were followed by feveral 
other knights and fquires of the prince's houfehold, 
whofe names I cannot remember: but as their 
companies were fcattered in difierent parts of tht 
.country, they did not receive this intelligence fo foon 
as the other knights. 

Upon their receiving the information, they af- 
fembled together, and fet out on their return. In 
this laft divifion were, fir Robert Briquet, John 
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Treuelle*, fir Raboursf, fir Perducas d'Albret, fir 
Garfis du Chaflel, Nandon de Bagerant, the baftard 
de TEfparre, the baftard Camus, the baftard de 
Breteuil. 

King Henry had not heard of the princess inten- 
tions to bring his brother, don Pedro, back to Ca£- 
tille, fo foon as thefe knights ; and well it was for 
them he had not ; otherwife, if he had received this 
intelligence, they would not have been fuffered to 
depart fo eafily ; for he had the power to detain 
and vex them. However, when he knew the truth 
of it, he did not feem much affefted by it : never- 
thelefs, he fpoke to fir Bertrand du Guefclin, who 
was ftill with him, as follows : ^ Sir Bertrand, think 
of the prince of Wales : they fay, he intends to 
make war upon us, to replace by force this Jew, 
who calls himfelf king^of Spain, upon our throne of 
Caftille. What do you fay to this ?* To which fir 
Bertrand replied ; ^ He is fo valiant and deter- 
mined a knight that, fince he has undertaken it, be 
will exert himfelf to the utmoft to accomplifh it. I 
would therefore advife you to guard well all the 
paffes and defiles on every fide, fo that no one may 
enter or go out of your kingdom without your 
leave. In the mean time, keep up the affe£Uons of 
your fubjefts. I know for a truth, that you will 
have great afliftance from many knights in France, 
who will be happy to ferve you. I will, with your 
permiflion, return thither, where I am fure of find- 



♦ John Treuelle, — Barnes calls him fir John Charnjelie. 
f Sir Raboort. Sir Robert Cheney.^-SARMEs* 

R a lag 



H4- 

ing feveral friends ; and I will bring back with me 
ias many as I poffibly can/ ' By my faith/ replied 
king Henry, * you fay well ; and I ^vill, in this 
bufinefs, follow every thing you fhall order/ 

Not long after, fir Bertrand took leave of king 
Henry, and went to Arragon, where he was re- 
ceived with joy by the king ; with whom he re- 
mained fifteen days, and then departed. He conti- 
nued his journey to MontpelHer, where he found 
the duke of Anjou, who was very happy to fee 
him, as he loved him much. When he had pafled 
fbme time there, he took his leave, and went to 
France, where he had a moft gracious reception 
from the king. 

'^ When it was publicly known through Spaing Ar- 
ragon and France, that the intentions of the prince 
-of Wales were to replace dcm Pedro in the king- 
-dom of Caftille, it was a matter of great wonder to 
many, and was varioufly talked of. Some faid, the 
prince was making this expedition through pride 
and prefumption ; that he was jealous of the honor 
fir Bertrand du Guefclin had obtained, in conquer- 
ang Caftille in the name of king Henry, and then 
making him king of it. Othei's faid, that both 

•pity andjuftice moved him to aflift don Pedro in re- 
covering his inheritance ; for it was highly unbe- 

. comirfg a baftard to hold a kingdom, or bear the 

-name of king. Thus were many knights and 

" fquires divided in their opinions. 

King Henry^hawever, was not idle : he fent am- 
baffadors to the king of Arragon, to entreat of iiim 
that he would not enter into any treaty or conven- 
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don with the prince and his allies ; fbr thgt he mi^ 
and would contiiftie to be^ his good neighbour aa4 
fiiend, 

The king of Arragoh, who efteemed him much^ 
for in former times he had found don Pedr» 
very overbearing, aflured him, that upon no ac>- 
count, no, not for the lofs of one half of his king- 
dom, would he enter into any treaty with the prince 
nor with don Pedro, but would lay open his king^ 
dom to ail forts of men who ihould wifh to enter 
Spain to his afCftance, and would fliut it up £roitat «U 
who had evil intentions againft him. This king of 
Arragon kept faithfully all he had profnifed to kitig 
Htory ; for as fooh as he knew that don Pedro was 
aided by the prince, and that the con^anies were 
marching that way, he ordered all the pafles of Ajp^ 
ragon to be clofed, and caufed them to* be ftri£Uy 
guarded. He pofted men at arms and .MAtchmeti 
on the mountains and in the defil^ of Catalonia, 
fo that no one could pafs that way without greait 
danger. 

The companies, however, on their return, found 
out another rosid ; they, had much to endure from 
iamine and other evils before they could be fre^ 
from danger in Arragon. They advanced to the 
frontiers of the country of Foix, but could not ob- 
tain permiffion to pafs thi'ough it ; for the earl was 
not defirous that fuch people fcould enter his ter- 
ritories. 

News was brought of their diftrefs to the prince, 
who was then at Bourdeaux, occupying his mind 
flight and day on the bed means of executing this 
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«pediti6n with honor. He faw that thefe coriipsu 
ties could neither pafs nor return into Acquitaine^ 
for the defiles of Arragon and Catalonia were well 
guarded, and they ^ere no^J^r on the borders of the 
country of Foix very ill at their eafe. He wa» 
therefore alarmed, left the king of Arragon or don 
Henry fliould gain by force, or by large gifts and 
promifeSi thefe companies (who were upwards of 
twelve thoufand men, from whom he expeded great 
affiftance), and they might be engaged to fight 
againft him. The prince, therefore, determined to 
fend fir John Ghandos to meet and to retain them. 
He at the fame time ordered him to wait on the 
earl of Foix, to beg that, for his love to him, he 
would allow thefe companies to pafs through his 
country, and that he would pay double the value 
fbr any mifchief they might commit in their march. 
Sir John Chandos undertook this journey moft wil- 
lingly, to oblige his lord : he fet out from Bonr* 
deaux, and rode on to Dacqs ♦ ; thence he conti- 
nued his route until he arrived in the country of 
Foix, where he waited on the earl. 

He found thefe companies in a country called 
Bafques t, where he entered into a treaty with them, 

and. 
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* Cacqs» or Oax»— an ancient city of Gafcony, on the 
AdotfTy forty- two leagues sind a half from Bourdeaux, 
fifteen from Pau. Denys Sauvage thinks it ought to be 
Auch. This town is certainly more in a dircdl line to Foir, 
firom Bourdeauxythan Dax* It is d'Afl in his edition 5 but 
my MSS have Dax* 

f Bafques. Le pays de Bafques is a fmall country of 
Frnnce^ near the Fyr^n&s^ between the river Adonis the 
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^d managed itfo well that they all agreed tp fenr^ 
the pi^ce^ in his intended expedition, upon: bar-* 
ing d haad^fome fum of money paid down to them,* 
which (Ir John Chandos fwore to fee done. He 
%gain returned to the earl of Foix, and entreated 
l^im mod eameflly that he would permit thofe com- 
panies, who now belonged to the prince, to pafs 
through one end of his domain. The earl, who. 
was defirous of pleafing the prince, and firmly at- 
tached to him, in order to gratify his wiihes, com- 
plied with the requeft, provided they did no damage 
to him or to Jhis lands. This fir John Chandos 
promifed to be anfverable for, and fent backcinecf 
his iquires, attended by a herald, with the treaty he 
had made with the earl of Eoix, to the commanders 
of tthe companies. He then returned to Bourdeau^ 
and related to the prince his journey, and the fuc- 
celsful ifiue of it. The prince, who loved him and 
had .great confidence in him, was well pleafed wixh 
both* 

The prince was at this time in the full vigour of 
youth, and had never been weary or fatiated with 
war, fmce the iirfl time he bore arms, but was laJU 
ways looking forwards to fome achievement of high 
iienown. This Spanifh expedition occupied his 
mind entirely. Both honor and compailion urged 
him to replace on his throne, .by force of arms, a 
king who had been driven from it. 



.frontiers of Spain> the ocean and Beam, It comprehends le 
Ldiour, U BafTe Navarre* and the country of Soule. Bay- 
lOnae is the capital. 
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• He converfed frequently on this fobjed with fir 
John Chandos and fir WilUam Felton, who were hi$ 
principal advifers, and alked them their ojMnions. 
Thde two knights truly faid ; * My lord, this un* 
doubtedly is, without comparifon, a much more 
difEcult enterprife than driving him out oi his 
realm; for he was detefted by his fiibjeds, info* 
much that they all fled from him when he moft 
wanted their help. The baftard king at rfiis mo- 
ment poffeffes the kingdom from the affeSion 
which the nobility, prelates and commonalty bear 
him ; and therefore they will de every thing in 
their power to keep and maintain him as thdr king, 
whatever may be the confequences. It behoves you 
then to have a fufEcient number of archers and men 
at arms ; for you will find, on your entering Spiain, 
work enough for them. We advife you alfo to melt 
Ae beft part of your plate and treafure, of which 
you are abundantly furnifhed, that it may be coined 
into money, for you to diftribute liberally among 
the companions who are to ferve under you in this 
eiqjedition, and who, from aflfedion to you aione» 
will engage to do fo ; for, as to don Pedro, they 
wUl do nothing on his account. Tou fhould fend 
likewife to the king your father, to beg of him to 
aUow you to receive the hundred thoufand francs 
which the king of France is bound to fend to £ng* 
land in a ihort time. You ought alfo to collect 
money wherever you can procure it (for you will 
have need of an immenfe quantity), without tajdng 
your fubjeds or country j by which means you will 
be more beloved by them,' 
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Tb^fi? ^n4 iucb like counfels, equally good aiu| 
loys^ly were -at times given by thofe two knightf, 
smd followed by the prince^ He bad his plate, 
both gold and filver, broken and coined into money, 
which he Uberally didributed among the free conw 
panies, ^e alfo fent to England, to requefl: that hf 
might obtain from the king the hundred thoufaa4 
francs before mentioned. The king of England, 
who knew the wants of the prince, immediately 
complied, wrote to the king of France on this fub- 
jefk) and fent him proper acquittances for the foim 
he W16 to pay him* The hundred thoufand francs 
were by this means paid to the prince, who divided 
them among different men at arms. 

During the time the prince pafTed at Angoal£aie, 
he was one day amufing himfelf in his apartment 
with many knights df Gafcony, Poitou and En^and, 
joking each other alternately upon this Spaniih ex* 
pedition, (fir John Chandos was at the time abfent, 
on his journey to retain the companies,) when he 
turned himfelf towards the lord d' Aibret, and laid ; 
* My lord d'AIbret, how many men can you bring 
. into the field for this expedition ?' J^ord d'AllMiJl 
was quick in his anfwer, replying, ' My lord, if | 
wiihed to afk all my friends, that is, all my vadak, 
I can bring full a thoufand lances, and leave a 
fufficiency behind ^o guard the country,* * By 
my head, lord d' Albret, that is handfome,' returned 
the prince : then looking at fir William Felton ^n4 
pthei EngUih knights, he added in Engjifti, *Oq 
my f^th, one ought to love that country well where 
ihere i^ a baron who ^an attend lus lord with a 
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dioufand lances.' Then, again addrefGng himfelf to 
the lord d'Albret, he faid ; ' Lord d'Albret, with 
great willingnefs I retain them ail/ * Let it be fo, 
then, in God's name, my lord,' anfwered the lord 
d* Albret, This engagement was the caufe of much 
" mifchief hereafter, as you will fee in the courfe of 
this hiftory. 



CHAP. CCXXXIL 

THE VISCOUNT OF NARBONNE, THE SENESCHAL 
OF TOULOUSE, WITH OTHER FRENCH LGRIVS, 

: HAVING ATTACKED SOME OF THE FREB COM- 
PANIES, THAT WERE COME INTO FRANCE ACf 

.. CORDING TO THE ORDERS OF THE PRINQE, 

^ ARE DISCOMFITED NEAR MONTAUBAN.— THE 
POPE FORBIDS THE PRISONERS, WHOM THE 
COMPANIES HAD TAKEN, AND SET FREE ON 
THEIR PAROJLE AFTER THE COMBAT, TO KEEP 
THEIR FAITH, OR TO PAY ANY RANSOM. 

TI/'E muft now return to thofe free companies 
who had become allied and connefted with 
the prince. 1 have already faid, that they had 
fufFered very great hardfhips before they entered his 
principality. As foon as they found themfelves 
clear of all danger from Arragon and Catalonia, 
they divided themfelves into three bodies, with, the 
confent of the earls of Foix and Armagnac and the 
lord d*Albret. One of thefe divifions marched 
along the borders of the countries of Foix. and 
Touloufe } another through the country of Armag- 
nac, and the third towards Albret. The firil divifion 
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Cdnlifted chiefiy of Gafcons ; and they might, in the 
Whole, amount to three thoufand ; but they had 
tigain divided themfelves into companies of three 
ind four hundreds, and thus advanced towards 
^ouloufe and Montauban. 

'* At this time, there was a knight of France high 
fteward of Touioufe, whofe name was Guy d'Afai *. 
^Wlien he learnt that thefe companies were near at 
hand, that they were advancing in di>dfions, and did 
not aniount^ in the whole, to more than three 
ihouiahd combatants, who were pinched by hunger, 
badly 'irrtfed and mounted, and ftiU worfe clothed 
and fhod, he declared that no fuch perfons fhould 
enter Touioufe, nor the kingdom of France, to re- 
cruit themfelves; and that, if it pleafed God, he 
would march out, tooflFer them battle. 

He direftly gave notice of his intentions to the 
lord Ahneri, vifcount of Narbonne, to the high 
ftewards of Carcaflbnne and of Beaucaire, and to 
all knights, fquires and officers in that quarter, 
commanding them to give him aid and affiftance to 
defend the borders againft thefe wicked companions. 
Thofe who had been fent to, obeyed, and came with 
all fpeed to the city of Touioufe. They amounted 

♦ Guy d* Afai- When Bcrtrandfaw the duke d*ADJou at 
Moatpelliery he requeiled him to. prevent thofe companies 
from returniDg to Acquitaine : he thereupon aflembled the 
militia of the country, and collected a force of five hundred 
Sauces and four thoufand archers. He gave the command 
pf this army to Guy d'Afai f(6n^fchal de Touioufe, Amould 
^'Efpague fen^fchal de CarcaiTonne, Guy de Prohius f6- 
piCchfA de Beaucaire^ and Aimeri vifcount de Narbonne. 

Bsft. dc LanguedoCf vol. iv, p. 332. 
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to five hundred men at arms, knights and fquireSf 
with upwards of four thoufand in^try, who im- 
mediately took the field, and marched toiror^s 
Montauban, feven leagues dillant from Touloufe, 
Thofe who arrived firft, and the others as they 
came in, inftantly quitted the town, to wait until the 
whole were afTembled together. 

When the vifcount of Narbonne and fix Guy 
d' Afai> who were the commanders of theie men at 
arms, had left Touloufe, they fixed thdf qifarters 
near to Montauban, which was at that time.ciepeiir 
dant on the prince of Wales, who ha4 appointed 
for its governor a knight called fir John Combes. 
Thefe French lords ordered their fcouts^ with the 
van-guard, to advance to Montauban, in hopes of 
drawing out fome of the companions who hjad lately 
arrived there, and who were entertained by fu: John 
Combes. 

The governor of Montauban was much fur- 
prifed, on hearing that the French were come with 
a numerous army fo near to his town, becauie the 
territory belonged to the prince : he afoended, 
therefore, the battlements of .the gates^ and, having 
obtained a hearing from thefe fcouts, d^anded 
who had fent them thither, and for what reafon 
they had thus come upon the lands of the prince, 
who was their neighbour, and who had fwom 
friendfhip to the king and kiiigdom of f fance. 

They anfwered him, that they were not cliarged 
by the lords who had fent them thither to give any 
reafons for fo doing ; but that, in' order to be fatis- 
fied, he might come himfelf, or fend injr one to 
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their commandars, who would give him an anfwer* 
* Indeed,' replied the governor of Montauban, * I 
ihall beg of you then to go back, and tell them to 
fend me a paflport, that I may fafely come to them 
and return, or let them fend to inform me fully for 
what reafons they have marched in this warlike 
manner againft me : for, did I think they were in 
earned to make war, I would immediately inform 
my lord the prince of it, who would fpeedily pro- 
vide a remedy/- They willingly accepted his pro- 
pofal, and relumed to their lords, to whom they 
exadly repeated the governor's words. 

The paflport was made out in fir John's name^ 
and fent to Montauban. Upon the receipt of it, h^ 
fet out, attended only by four perfons, and went to 
the quarters of thefe lords, who were ready drefled 
to receive him, and prepared with their anfwers* 
He faluted them, which they returned: he then 
aiked them their reafons for ordering troops to ad- 
vance to the fortrefs which was a dependance on the 
prince. They replied ; * We wifh not to invade the 
rights of any one, nor to make war ; but we are 
determined to purfue our enemies where we know 
they are.' * Who are your enemies ? and where are 
they ?' demanded the knight. 

' In God's name,* anfwered the vifcount of Nari 
bonne, * they are at this moment in Montauban. 
Thfey are robbers and pillagers, who have feverely 
opprefled the kingdom of France. And you, fir 
John, if you had been courteous to your neighbours, 
ought not thus to have fupported them in thdr 
robberies of poor perfons, without a (hadow of 
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juftice ; for thefe are the caufcs that give rife to 
hatred between the great. If you do not therefore 
drive them out of your fortrefs, you are neither a 
fiierid to the king nor kingdom of France/ 

* My lords,* replied the governor, * it is true there 
are men at arms in my garrifon, whom my lord the 
pirince has ordered thither, and whom I retain for 
bim. I am not therefore inclined to fend them 
away thus fuddenly. If they have given you any 
caufe of difpleafure, I do not fee from whom you 
can right yourfelves ; for they are men at armsVand 
they will fupport themfelv es in their ufual m^ner^ 
^ther on the territories of the king pf France or on 
thof^ of the prince/ 

The lord of Narbonne and fir Guy d'Afai made 
anfwer by faying ; * They are indeed men at arms, 
but of fuch a fort that they cannot e^cift without 
pillage and robbery, and have veiy unbecomingly 
trefpaffed on our boundaries, for which they fhall 
pay dearly, if we could but once meet with them in 
the op^n plains. They have burnt, ftolen, an4 done 
many fliameful a<^s within the jurifdi^ion of Tou« 
loufe, complaints of which have been made to us, 
which if we fqffer to go unpunifiied, we fliall be 
traitors to the king our lord, who has appointed u$ 
to watch over and guard his country. You will 
therefore tell them from us, for, fince we know 
where their quarters are, we can find them, that 
they ihall make us amends for their proceedifligs, or 
Ve will fare the worfe for it/ 

The governor could not, at that tim^, get any 
pther anfwer fronj them. He returned very ilj 
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pleafed, and faid that all their menaces would not 
make him change his mind. Upon his return, he 
told the companions all that had paffed, as well as 
the meflage he was to deliver to them. The leaders, 
on hearing it, were not much fatisfied ; for they 
Were unequal' in numbers to the French, fo that 
they kept themfelves on theur guard as much as they 
could. 

Now it chanced, that exaftly five days after this 
converfation, fir Perducas d*Albret with a large 
body of companions were on their march to pafs 
through Montauban, for that was the direft road 
into the principality. He fent information of it to 
the governor : which when fir Robert Cheney and 
the other companions who had (hut themfelves up 
in the town heard, they were mightily rejoiced. 
They fecretly made fir Perducas acquainted with 
the arrival of the French, and how they kept them 
befieged, threatening them much : they alfo inform- 
ed him of the numbers of the French, with the 
names 'crf their commanders. 

When" fir Perducas learnt this, he was no way 
frightened, but, coUefting his men in a body, 
galloped into Montauban, where he was joyfully re* 
ceived. Upon their arrival, they difcuffed among 
themfelves, what would be moft advifable to do : 
they unanimoufly refolved, that on the morrow 
they would arm, iffue out of the town, and addrefs 
themfelves to the French, to requeft they would 
allow them peaceably to pafs on. If they would not 
agree to this, and it wefe abfolutely neceflary to 
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fight, they would then exert themfelves, and xiik 
tht event of a battle. 

What they had determined the preceding day, 
they put in execution the following. On the 
W)ming, having armed themfelves and mounted 
their horfes, their trumpets founded, when they 
fellied out of Montauban. The French had already 
drawn up before the town, from the alarm of what 
they faw and heard the preceding evening, fo that the 
companies could not pafs but through them. Upon 
this, fir Perducas d'Albret and fir Robert Cheney 
ftepped forward, to demand a parley of the French, 
and to beg of them to allow them quietly to pafe. 
But thefe lords fent to inform them, they would 
have nothing to fay to them, and that they fliould 
not pafs but over the points of their fpears and 
fwords. They inftantly began to fhout their war- 
cry, and to call out, ' Advance, advance upon thefe 
robbers, who pillage the world, and who live upon 
every one, without reafon or juftice/ 

When the companions faw that they itowft fight 
in eameft, or die with diflbonor, they difmounted, 
and formed their line^ to wait for the French, who 
advanced very boldly on foot to meet them. Much 
fighting and purfuing now commenced ; many hard 
blows were given, which knocked down feveral on 
each fide. The combat was fevere and long : many 
gallant deeds were performed, and feveral knights 
and f quires unhorfed. The French, however, were 
more in number than the companions by at leait 
two to one. They had not, therefore, any caufe pf 
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fear, and, by valiantly fighting, drove tlie com- 
panions far back, even within the barriers. When 
they were in that fituation, the combat became 
more hot : many were killed and wounded on both 
fides. It would have been very hard with the com- 
panies, if the governor had not ordered all the townf- 
people to take arms and alTifl, to the utmoft of their 
power, thofe who were attached to the fervice of 
their prince. 

The inhabitants immediately took to their arms,> 
and united themfelves with the companies in the fray. 
Even the women, having colleded flones, afcended 
their garrets, whence they flung fo many on the 
French that they had fufficient employment in fliield- 
ing themfelves from them, and by wounding many 
made them retreat. The companions, upon this, 
to^k courage (for they had been fo'* a confiderable 
time in great peril), and boldly attacked the French. 
Many as gallant deeds were performed by captures 
and refcues as had been feen for fome time, though 
the companies were but few in comparifon of the 
French : every man exerted himfelf to do his duty . 
well, and to drive the enemy by force out of the 
town. 

It happened, that during this engagement, the 
baitard de Breteuil and Nandon de Bagerant, with 
about four hundred men whom they commanded, 
entered the back way into the town. They had 
marched all night with the greateft expedition ; fi^ 
they had had information how the French were be^ 
iieging their comrades in Montauban. The battle, 
was now renewed with frefh vigour j and the French 
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were fadly beaten by thefe new comers. All ihc^ 
Cbmbiits lafted from eight o'clock in the morning 
tmtil four in the afternoon. At laft, the French 
were completely difcomfited and put to flight: 
happy were thbfe who could find horfes to mount 
and efcape. 

The Vifcount of Narbonne, fir Guy d*Afiii, 
the earl of Uz^s, the lord de Montmorilloii, the 
fenefchal de Carcaffonne, the fenefchal de Beau- 
caire, with upwards of a hundred knights, as well 
of France as of Provence and the adjoining coun- 
tries, many rich fquires, and others of large pro- 
l^rty in Touloufe and Montpellier, wei'e made 
prifoners. They would have taken more, if they 
had purfued them ; but, as they were few in hum* 
ber and badly mounted, they were afraid to follow 
them, contenting themfelves with what they had got. 
' This battle was fought before Montauban, the 
vigil of the feaft of our Lady, in Auguft 1366. 
After this defeat, fir Perducas d'Albret, fir Robert 
Cheney, fir John Combes, the bafkrd de Breteuil 
and Nandon de Bagerant, divided the booty they had 
gained among themfelves and their companies. 

All thofe who had made any prifoners were fo 
keep them, in order to gain by their ranfom, or to 
give them their liberty, as they pleafed. They -w^re 
very attentive to them^ accepting moderate ran- 
foms, fuitable to their rank, or the ftate of their 
affairs. They were the kinder to them, beeaafe 
this affair had turned out fortunately, and through 
their own gallantry. Thofe who had pledged 
their faith- went away^ having fixed a time for 
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bringittg thein ranfoms to Bourdeaux, or othi^r 
' places more agreeable to them. Each i¥)w departe^^ 
and returned to his own country. The companif^s 
mairched to join the prince^ who received tb^^na 
very gncioullyy and fent them to their quaiK^s 
in a country, called Bafques, which is among tl^e 
mountains. t 

I will now rebfte the end of this bufmefs^ ki "wblt 
tmoiner the rikount of Narbonne^ the high ftew^ttid 
of Touloufe and the other prifoners, paid tb^t 
ranfoms* 

Pope Urban V* who at this time reigned, hated 
mortally thefe free companies, whom he had for a 
long time excommunicated on account of their 
wicked deeds. Upon being informed of this en- 
gagement, and how the \'ifcount of NarbonA, 
having exerted himfelf to the utmoft to fucceed in 
his attack upon them, had been miferably defeated, 
he was in a great rage. This was increafed, on 
learning that, having given pledges for their ran- 
iomSy they were returned home. He immediately 
ient expreifes to them, ftri&ly forbidding them Cq 
pay any ranfbm, and at the fame time diipenfations 
«id abfolutions from all engagements on this ftthjed. 

Thus were thefe lords^ knights and fquires, who 
luid becfn made prifoners at Mootauban, acquitted 
^f thdr ranfoms ; for they dared not diibbey the 
'idrders of the pope. It turned out luckily for fom?, 
but quite the contrary to the compamqns, who were 
"^expeOkig the money : indeed they were in want of 
St, wd intended out of it to equip themfdves haod- 

S 2 fomely. 
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fomely^ as fdldiers fhould do who have a fuffidenqr, 
but they never received any thing. This order of 
the pope was fo hurtful to them that they made 
frequent complaints of it to fir John Chandos,. who, 
being conftable of Acquitaine, had the fuperinten- 
dance of fuch affairs by right of office : but he 
turned them off as well as he could, becaufe he was 
fully acquainted that they were excommunicated by 
the pope, and that all their thoughts and afts wa^e 
•turned tb pillage. I do not believe they ever re« 
ceived any of this debt at any time afterwards. 



CHAP, ccxxxrii. 

INURING THE TIME THE PRINCE OF WALES IS 
PREPARING FOR HIS EXPEDITION INTO CAS- 
TILLE, THE KING OF MAJORCA SEEKS REFUGE 
WITH HIM AGAINST THE KING OF ARRAGON. 
—THE PRINCE DISPLEASES THE LORD d'aL- 
BRET. 

. \X/'E will now return to the prince of Wales, and 
fliew with what perfeverance he continued to 
make preparations for his expedition. He had, as 
I have before related, gained over all the free com- 
panies, who might be about twelve thoufand fight*' 
ing men. It had coft him much to retain as well as 
to fubfift them, which he did at his own expenfe, 
from the end of Auguft until they quitted the prin- 
cipality the beginning of February. In addition to 
thefe, the prince accepted the fervices of men at 

arms 
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arms from every quarter whence he could obtain 
them, under his dependance. 

From the kingdom of France, there came none ; 
for king Henry had every jperfon from that king-, 
dom, on account of the alliances that exifted 
between their fovereign and king Henry, who had 
alfo fome of the free companies that came frx)m 
Britt^y, and were attached to &r Bertrand du 
GuefcUn c of thefe, fir Bertrand de Budes, (ir Alain 
de St. Pol, fir William de Brueix and fir Alain de 
Couvette, were the leaders. The prince might 
have had foreign men at arms, fiich as Flemings, 
Germans and Brabanters, if he had chofen it } but 
he fent away numbers, choofing to depend more on 
his ' own fubjefts and vaffals than on ftrangers. * 
There came, therefore, to him a great reinforce- 
ment from England ; for, when the king his father 
found this expedition was near taking place, h^ 
gave leave for his fon, the duke of Lancafter, to go 
to the prince of Wales, with a large body of men at 
arms ; that is to fay, four hundred men at arms and 
four hundred archers. As foon as the prince heard 
that his brother was coming to him, he was much 
rejoiced, and gave orders accordingly. 

At this period, the lord James, king of ftiajorcat 
came to vifit the prince in the city of Bourdeaux; 
for fuch was his title, though he poffeffed nothing, 
the king of Arragon having kept his kingdom from 
him by force, and caufed his father to be put to 
death in prifon, in a city of Arragon call^ Barce- 
lona* On which account, this king James, to 
revenge the death of his lather, and to recover hi$ 
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iaberitance, had left the kingdom of Naples, whofe 
queen was at that time his wife •• 

The prince of Wales received the king of 
Mi^rca very kindly, and entertained him hand*, 
fomely. After he had heard from him the reafons 
of his coming, and the canfe why the king of 
Arragon did him fo much wrong, in keqiing lus 
h^tage from him and deflroying his father, ihe 
the prince replied ; ^ Sir king, I promife you mo& 
loyally, that upon our return from Spain, we will 
undertake to replace you on your throne of Mau- 
jorca, either by treaty or by force of arms/ 

Thefe promifes were highly pleafing to the king. 
He remained at Bourdeaux with the p^nce, wait- 
ing for his departure for Spain with the odbers. The 
p!rince, through refped, equipped hun as hand- 
fomely as he could ; becaufe he was a ftranger, £ar 
diftant from his own country, and his finances were 
but low. 

Great complaints were daily made to the prince 
4>f the bad conduft of the free companies, who were 
doing all poffible mifchief to the inhabitants of the 
Countries where they were quartered. They prefled 
the prince to haften his march, who would willingly 
have complied, if he had not been advifed to let 
Chiiftmas pafs over, fo that he fhould have vnnttv 



* Don Jayuie, king of Majorca, married Jane queen o 
Maples 1363 — Ferraias. 

Towards the end of this year, the infant Phih'pof 
dkd* Jdmt. — lf» as bef<H'e mentioned, he mattritd jano, d 
jfaymc muft have married the widow. 
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m his rear. The prince liftened to this counfel the 
more, becaufe his lady the princefs, being far gone 
with child, was melancholy and forrowful at the 
thoughts of his abfence. He was defirous to wait 
until fhe (hpuld be brought to bed, as flie wifhed to 
iletain him. 

During this time he was collefting great quantities 
pf purveyances of all kinds ; and well he had need 
io do fo, for he was about to enter a country where 
he would find little enough. Whilft he remained 
dt Bourdeaux, the prince and his council held many 
confultations together. It feems to me, that the 
lord d'Albret and his thoufand lances were counter- 
manded, and that the prince, by the advice of his 
council, wrote to him in fuch terms as thefe : 

^ My lord d' Albret, whereas, out of our liberal 

bounty, we have retained you with a thoufand 

lances, to ferve under us in the expedition which, 

through the grace of God, we intend fpeedily to 

undertake, and briefly to finifti : having duly con- 

fidered the bufinefs, and the cofts and expenfes vte 

^re at, as well for thofe who have entered into our 

fervice as for the free companies, whofe number is fo 

great that we do not wiih to leave them behind, for 

fear of the dangers which may happen, we have re- 

folved that feveral of our vafTals Ihould remain, in 

order Jo guard the territories. For thefe caufes, it 

has been determined in our council, that you fliall 

ferve in* this expedition with two hundred lances 

only, as has been written to you. You will choofe 

them out from the reft ; and the remainder you 

will leave tp follow their ufual occupations. May 

. S4 God 
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God have you under his holy protefl:ion !— Given at 
Bourdeaux, the eighth day of December.' 

Thefe letters were fealed with the great feal of the 
prince of Wales, and fent to the lord d'Albret, 
who was in his own country, bufily employed 
making his preparations ; for it was daily reported 
that the prince was on the point of fetting out. 

When he received thefe letters from the prince, 
he opened them deliberately, and read them twice 
over, in order the better to comprehend them ; for 
what he faw of their contents aftoniflied him greatly. 
Being mightily vexed, he exclaimed, ' How is this ? 
My lord the prince of Wales laughs at me, whea 
he orders me to difband eight hundred knights 
and fquires, whom, by his command, I have re- 
tained, and have diverted from other means of t)b- 
taining profit and honor.* In his rage, he called 
for a fecretary, and faid to him, ' Write* j and the 
fecretary wrote as follows from his diftating. 

* My dear lord,: — ^I am marvelloufly furprifed at 
the contents of the letters you have fent me ; and 
I neither know nor can imagine what anfwer to 
make to them. Your orders will be to me of the 
greateft prejudice, and fubjefl: me to much blame ; 
for all the men at arms, whom I have retained by 
your commands, are ready prepared to do you fer- 
vice, and I have prevented them feeking for honor 
and profit elfewhere. Some of thefe knights were 
engaged to pafs the fea, to Jerufalem, to Conftanti- 
nople c r to Pruflia, in order ro advance themfelves. 
They will, therefore, be much difpleafed if left be- 
hind. I am equally fo, and cannot conceive for 

what 
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^hat reafon I have deferved this treatment* My 
dear lord, have the goodnefs to underftand I can* 
not feparate myfelf from theta. I am the word and 
leaft among them ; and, if any of them be di& 
miffed, I am convinced they will all go thdr ways* 
May God keep you in his holy proteftion!— 
Given,* &c. 

When the prince of Wales recdved this anfwer, 
he looked upon it as a very prefumptuous one ; as 
did alfo fome knights from England, who were pre- 
fent, and of his council. The prince ihook his 
head, and faid in Englifh (as I was told, for at the 
time I was not at Bourdeaux) ; * This lord d'Albret 
is too great a man for my country, when he thus 
nviihes to difobey the orders of my council : but, by 
God, it Ihall not be as he thinks to have it. Let 
him (lay behind, if he will ; for we will perform' 
this expedition, if it pleafe God, without his thou- 
fand lances.' Some Englifh knights added ; ^ My 
lord, you are but little acquainted with the thoughts 
of thefe Gafcons, nor how vainglorious they are : 
they have but little love for us, nor have they had 
much for fome time paft. Do you not remember 
how arrogantly they behaved to you when king 
John of France was firft brought to Bourdeaux ? 
They then declared publicly, that it was by their 
means alone you had fucceeded at Poitiers, and 
made the king of France your prifoner. It is ap* 
parent that they had intended carrying, things far- 
ther j for you were upwards of four months nego-^ 
tiating with them before they would confent that 
king John ihould be carried to England, and it was 

firft 
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firft neceflary for you to comply with their 4e^ 
tnands ia order to preserve their attachment/ 

Upon hearing this, the prince was filent, but did 
»ot the Ids occupy his thoughts with what l»d juft 
been faid. 

This was the firft ground of the hatred between 
the prince of Wales and the lord d'Albret. Ttte 
lord d*Albret was at the time in great peril } for the 
prince was of a high overbearing fpirit^ and cruel in 
Jiis hatred : he would, right or wrong, that every 
lord who was under his command fhould be de- 
pendant on him : but the earl of Ari^agnac, uncle 
to the lord d'Albret, hearing of this quarrel be- 
tween the prince and his nephew, came to Boiur- 
deaux to wait on the piince. Sir Joh^ Chan^os 
and fir William Felton (by whofe advice and coun- 
fels the prince folely afted) managed the matter fo 
well that the prince was appeafed, and faid nothing 
inore.- However, the lord d'Albret received orders 
to join with only two hundred lances, which was 
equally difagreeable to him and to his vaflals : they 
never afterwards were fo affectionate to the prince 
as they had formerly been. They were forced, 
jieverthelefs, to bear this difappointment as well ^ 
they could, for they had no remedy for it. 
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CHAP- CCXXXIV. 

TliE BIRTH OF RICHARD, SON OF THE PRINCE ^m 

WALES. THE ARRIVAL OF THli DUKE OF LAN*. 

CASTER, TO ACCOMPANY HIS BROTHER ON HIS 
INTENDED EXPEDITION.— rNEWTREA TIES W1T3L 
THE KING OF NAVARRE, FOR THE fiECURITY OF 

PASSING THROUGH HIS KINGDOM. SIR B£R« 

TRAND DU GUESCLIN RETURNS TO THE AS- 
SISTANCE OF KING PIENRY. 

'T'IME psiffed away fo quickly while the prince wat 
coUe&ing his (lores, and waiting the arrival of 
jhis brother the duke of Lancafter, that the prince£i 
was tal^en hi labour^ and, thro%h God's grace, Ae* 
Uvered of a fine boy oh a Wednefday, the feaft of 
tbe Epiphany, in the year 136 .. The child was 
bora about eight o'dock in the mmiiing« 

The prince and his whole houfehold were very 
much riE^oiced at this eyent. On the ^sUowing 
Friday, he was baptized, about noon, at the holy 
font of St* Andrew's church in the city of Bour- 
deaux. The archbiihop of Bourdeaux performed 
the ceremony : the bifliop of Agen and the king of 
Majorca were his godfathers. They gave him the 
name of Rich^d : he was afterwards king of En:T. 
land, as you will hear in the continuation of this 
Juftory. 

On the enfuing Sunday, the prince fct out from 
Bourdeaux, with a grand army, about eight o^clock 
pthe morning: he carried with hiui all the men 
at arms who had been quartered there. The greater 

7 part 
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part of his force had already marched forward, and 
, were cantoned in the city of Dax in <Jafcony. The 
prince arrived that Sunday evening at Dax, where 
he halted, and remained for three days ; for he was 
there informed that his brother the duke of Lan-» 
cafter, was on the road to him, having croffed the 
fea to Brittany, where he had landed a fortnight 
fince, at St. Mahe de fine Poteme : he went thence 
to Nantes, where he was magnificently entertained 
by the duke of Brittany. 

The duke of Lancafter continued his route, 
through Poitou and Saintonge, to Blaye, where he 
croffed the river Gironde, and landed at the quay 
at Bourdeaux. He went to the monaftery of St, 
Andrew, where the princefs lay in, and was joyfully 
welcomed by her and by all the ladies of her court. 
At this time, however, the duke would not remaia 
in Bourdeaux : but, having bid adieu to his fitter 
the princefs, he and all his troops departed^ never 
halting until they were arrived in the city of Das, 
where he found his brother the prince of Wales. 

The two brothers were very happy in this meet* 
ing, for they had a mutual affedion for each other ; 
and many proofe of friendfliip paffed between them 
and their men. Soon after the arrival of the duke 
of Lancafter, the earl of Foix came thither, who 
paid much court and refped, at leaft in outward ap- 
pearance, to the prince and his brother, offering 
Jiimfelf and vaffals for their fer\dce. » 

The prince, who knew how to pay every honor 
and attention according as they were due, fliewed 
him all refpe£t, thanking him much for his obliging 

ofierS) 
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offers, and for having come to vifit them. He af- 
terwards gave him in charge the government of the 
country, and defired that, during his abfence, he 
would be attentive to guard it. The earl very wil- 
lingly accepted this charge : having taken his leave 
of the prince ind the duke, he returned to his 
home. The prince, however, remained at Dax, 
with his army, which was fpread all over the coun- 
try, as far as the entrance of the defiles which lead to 
Navarre ; for they were uncertain if they could pafs 
through them or not, or if the king of Navarre 
would lay open his country to them, according tp 
his treaty. 

It had been currently reported, that he had en- 
tered into new conventions with king Henry, which 
had much aflonifhed the prince sCnd his council, and 
made don Pedro very melancholy. Whilft thefe 
reports were believed, and during the flay at Dax, 
fir Hugh Calverley and his men entered Navarre, 
and took the city of Miranda and the town of 
Puenta della Reyna, which alarmed the whole 
country, fo that information was immediately fent 
of it to the king of Navarre. 

Upon hearing that the companies were forcibly 
entering his kingdom, he was much enraged, and 
wrote to the prince, who made very light of it, be- 
cayfe he thought the king of Navarre did not per- 
form the articles of his treaty with don Pedro : he 
therefore wrote back to him, to come himfelf, or to 
fend Tome perfon to explain thofe things which 
were laid to his charge, as it was publicly reported 
he had changed fides, and had joined king Henry. 

When 



Wkeft the king of NaVairre hetf^ tW* Ite Wfe H^- 
cufed of treachery, he was moire enrtiged than be- 
fore, and fent an experienced knight, called doa 
Martin de la Carra, to wait on the prince. Wheti 
. he arrived in the city of Dax, ta «cuipate the king 
'^of Navarre, he fpoke fo ably and elo^fnuently to the 
prince that he fatisfied him. It was t6«ik agreed 
Aat he fliould return to Navarre to hid king» and 
induce him to come to St;, Jean Pied de Port % 
vhere, when he fliouId be arrived, the prince would 
tonfider whether he would meet him in perfoli 
tar not. 

Upon this, don Martin de la Carra quitted the 
prince, and returned to Navarre, where he related to 
Ae king all that had pafTed, in what difpofition he 
Iiad left the prince and his council, and upon what 
terms he had been fent hack. Don Martin exerted 
iiimfelf fo much that he brought the king to St 
•lean Pied de Port : he himfelf went to wait on the 
prince at Dax. When it was known that the king of 
"Navarre was on his road, the prince was advifed to 
fend, to meet him, his brother the duke of Lancaftei^ 
and fir John Chandos. Thefe two lords, with a fc^ 
attendants, fet out, accompanied by don Martin^ 
who conduced them to St. Jean Pied de P^ to the 
king of Navarre, who very gracioufly received therti^ 
2Sid they had a long conference together. It wa3 
aftar fome time fettled, that the king of Navarre 
Ihould advance, to meet the prince, to a placte called 

■■■ ■ . .. ' , 11- ■ 11 I ■.■».■!. I ^^— ^y 1» 

• St. Jean Pied de toit, — a fmall town in NavarrCf on 
. tieNivc, and at the foot of the Pyrenees. 

id 



tn that <bbnti^ Peyre Hourarde *, where the prince 
and don Pedro (hould be ; and that then and there 
they fhould renew their treaties, fo that each party 
might for a certainty know on what he was to de- 
pend. The king of Navarre was thus diffembling, ^ 
l^aufe he wiflied to be more fure of the articles of 
the treaty being complied with than he wats ^at that 
moment ; for he was afraid, that if thefecompanies 
ihould once enter his territories before what he de- 
manded was fully figned and agreed to, it would 
rtever be thought of afterwards. 

The duke of Lancafler and fir John Chandos, 
baying finiflied their bufinefs, returned, and related 
what they had done to the 'prince and don Pedro. 
This agreement was fatisfaSory to both of them. 
TTiey kept the appointment, and went to the place 
feed on, whei'e they met the kiAg of Navari^ and 
his privy council. There were at Peyre Hourarde 
Aefe three princes, the prince of Wales, don Pedrd 
and the duke of Lancafler, on one part, and the king 
di Navarre on the other, where long conferences 
were held between them. At laft, it was finally 
fettled what each party was to receive and to 
-^j^erforai; and the treaties which had been ma^e 
before, at Bayonne, were renewed. The king 
of Navarre then knew fov certain what was to be 
given up to him in the kingdom of Caftille. He fwore 
to maintain find preferve faithfully peace and friend* 
fliip with don Pedro. They broke up their confe* 
rences very amicably, having fettled that the prince 
md his army might pafs through his country when^ 

* Pcyrt Hourardc,— a town in Gafcony, dioccfe of Dax, 

ever 
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ev^r he pleafed, as all the defiles were 1^ iinguard* 
ed ; and provifion would be had for the men,, upon 
paying for it* The king of Navarre returned ta the 
city of Pampeluna, and the king don Pedro^ the 
prince and his brother, to their quarters at Dax. 

There were at this time many great barons from 
Poitou, Gafcony and Brittany, who had not joined 
the army of the prince. They had remained be- 
hind, becaufe, as has been before faid, it was not 
quite clear, until after this laft conference, if the 
prince would have a free paffage through Navarre. 
It was even thought in France, that it would be re- 
fufed him, and that the king of Navarre would 
caufe this expedition to fail. However, the con- 
trary happened. 

When the knights and fquires of each party 
found that the paffage w^ open, they haftened their 
preparations, and made fpeed to join their friends ; 
for they knew ths prince would pafs foon, and that 
he would not return without a battle. 

Sir Olivier de Cliffon came with a handfome com* 
pany of men at arms ; and alfo, but very unwil- 
lingly, came laft, the lord d'Albret, with two hun- 
dred lances : he was .accompanied in this expeditjion 
by the captal de Buch. 

Every thing which had paffed in thefe conferences 
was known in France ; for there were meffengers 
conftantly going and coming, who carried with them 
all the news they could pick up. Sir Bertrand du 
GuefcliU (who was with the duke of Anjou) was np 
fooner informed that the paffes in Navarre were 
open, and that the prince was on his march, than he 

haftened 
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haftened his departure, and reiterated his fuimtioris ; 
for he knew now, that this bufinefs would not be 
fettled without an engagement. He took the road 
to Arragon, in order to join king Henry as fpeedily 
as poffible. He was followed by all forts of men fit 
arms to whom he had fent his orders. Many canae 
from France and other countries, who were at- 
tached to him, or who were defirous of acquiring 
honor. We will now return to the prince, and re- 
late what befel him and his army in his pia^age 
through Navarre. 

CHAP. CCXXXV. 

T^E PRINCE OF WALES AND HIS ARMY P^fiS THl 
MOUNTAINS OF NAVARRE, AND ARRIVE AT 
PAMPELUNA. — KING HENRY OF CASTILLl 
WRITES LETTERS TO HIM. — SIR WILLIAM FEL- 

. TON COMMANDS AN ADVANCED PARTY OF THE 
ARMY. 

jgETWEEN St. Jean Pied de Port and Pampe- 
luna are the defiles and ftrpng paffes of Navaaxe^ 
• which are very dangerous ; for there at'e a hun- 
dred fituations among them which a handful of 
men would guard and fliut up againft a whole 
army. 

It was very cold in thefe countries when the army 

paffed, for it was the month of February. But be»- 

: fore they began their march, though Very eager to 

get forward, the principal leaders held a cduncil to 

.•determine in what numbers and m what manne* 
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they fliould march through thefe mountains. Th^ 
learnt that the whole army could not pais together ; 
for which reafon, they ordered it to be divided into 
three bodies, and to pafs one at a time three days 
filcdeflively ; that is to fay, on the Monday, Tuef- 
day and Wednefday. 

On the Monday, the van-guard marched, under 
the command of the duke of Lancafter. He was ac- 
companied by the conftable of Acquitaine^ fir John 
Chandos, who had under him full twelve himdred 
pennons, all ornamented with his arm^, which were 
a fharp pile gules, on a field argent *. It was a 
handfome fight to behold. The two marflials of 
Acqultaine were alfo in this firft divifion, namely, 
fir Guifcard d' Angle and fir Stephen Coffington, 
with whom was the pennon of St. George. Thei'e 
were alfo in this divifion, with the duke, fir William 
Beauchamp f, fon of the earl of Warwick, fir Hugh 
HaftingSj fir Ralph Neville J, who ferved under fir 
John Chandos with thirty lances at his own expenfe 
and charges, out of what he had gained at the bat- 
tle of Auray. There were likewife the lord d*Au- 
beterre,' fir Garfes du Chatillon, fir Richard Cauf- 
ton, fir Robert Cheney, fir Robert Briquet, fir John 
Tyrrel, fir Aimery de Rochechouart, fir Gaillart de 
la Moitre, fir William Clayton, Villcbos le Bouteil- 
ler et Pannctier §. All thefe, with their pennons^ 

wer^ 



♦Barker. See the arms in Aflnnole. 
f Barnes fays, he was lord Abergavenny, and fourth fcfx 
to the earl of Warwick. 

J Lord Pvalph Neville. — Barnes. 

f Villebo* h Bouteiller ct Paunctlcr. Baiiics calls Iiim fir 

William 



Werfe under the convmand of fir John Chandos, and 
might amount in .the whole to ten thoufand cavalry. 
Who all croffed the mountains, as before related, oh 
the Monday. ^ 

On theTuefday, paffed the pnijce of Wales and 
.don Pedro, accompanied by the king of Navarre, 
who had returned to them, inr order to ferye as 

their guide* In this divifion of the prince were the 
lord Louis de Harcourt, the vifco.untde Chatelleraut^ 
the vifcount de Rochechouart, the lords de Parte- 
nay and de Pinane, fir William Felton high fteward 
of Acquitaine, fir Thomas Felton his brother, fir 
Euftace d'Ambreticourt, the high Rewards of Sain- 
tonge, of la Rochelle, of QUercy, of Limoufin, of 
Agenbis, of Bigorre, the lord de Cannaibouton and 
all the men of Poitou, fir Richard de Pontchardon, 
fir Nele Loring, the earl of Angus, fir Thomas Bj»- 
nafter *, fir Louis de Merval, fir Aymon de Marnel, 
the Idrd de Pierre-Bufflere) and four thoufand men 
at arms at leaft : there were in the whole about ten 
thoufand horfe. This Tuefday was bitter cold, with 
a fliarp wind, and fnow, fo that their march was 
very painful : however, they paffed the mountains, 
and took up their quarters in the valley of Pampe- 

William Boteler, or Butler, of Ov^rfley in WarV^nckfliire ; 
but I fee no authority for it. Some of the other names I 
have altered from Barnes, as being probable : but lord Ber- 
hers, who ought to have been better informed, keeps the 
very names in Froilfart, who, from being a foreigner, might 
isafily miftake them. 

* Sir Thomas Ban-ifter, — fifty-fixth knight of ilie Garter, 
See his life in Anllib' Garter. 
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luna. The king of Navarre, indeed, conduced the 
prince of Wales and don Pedro to the city of Pam- 
■peluna to fupper, and entertained themtiandfomely, 
as he was well enabled to do. 
' The king of Majorca croffed thefe mountains 
on the Wednefday, accompanied -by the earl of Ar- 
"magnac, the lord d'Albret his nephew, fir Bernard 
kPAlbret, lord de Gironde, the earl of Perigord, the 
vifcount de Carmaing, the earl of Comminges, the 
captal de Buch, fir Olivier de Cliffon, the three 
•brothers de Pommiers, fir John, fir Elias, and fir 
'Kdmiind, the lords de Chaumont arid de Muci- 
derff, fir Robert Knolles, the lords de TEfparre, de 
Condon, de Rofem, the fouldich de la Trane *, fir 
Petlton de Courton, fir Aimery de Tarfe, the lord 
de la Barde, fir Bertrand de Caude, the lord de 
Pincomet, fir Thomas Winftanley, fir Perducaa 
d'AIbret, the baftard de Brcteuil, Nandon de Bage* 
rant^ Bertrand de la Salle, Crtingo, La Nuit and all 
^ the other captains of the free companies, amounting 
to full ten thoufand horfe. They bad much better 
weather than the preceding divifion which croffed 
on the Tuefday, All thefe different bodies of men 
at arms were encamped in the vale of Pampeluna, to 
recruit their horfes* They remained in the country 
about Pampeluna (where they found abundance of 
provifion, fuch as meat, bread, wine, and all forts of 
food for themfelves apd horfes) until the following 
Sunday. 



♦ SouidicU de la Trane; Sec Anftis. 
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I muft fay, that all thefe companies did not pay 
the demands which were made upon them j nor 
could they abftain from pillaging as heretofore; 
they alfo caufed great diflurbances in the country 
round Pampeluna, as well as on their march. The 
lung of Navarre was much vexed at this j but bet- 
ter himfelf he could not : he repented more than 
once that he had ever confented to the paffage of the 
prince and his army through his dominions, or that 
he had left unguarded the defiles ; for there was 
more lofs than profit by what he had done. This, 
however, was not the time to fhew what his thoughts 
were; for he was not then mafter of his own country. 
He daily received great complaints from his fubjefts 
on this head, which, though the circumftance griev- 
ed him much, he could not remedy. Neverthelefs, 
he entreated the men at arms of the prince, by 
means of fome of his principal barons, who had 
ferved longed with them in Nof mandy and in other 
places in France, that they would refrain from 
robbing the country in the manner they were doing, 
which they promifed and engaged to do. 

King Henry was duly informed of the march of 
the prince of Wales through Navarre, for he had, 
his mefTengers and fpies conflantly upon the look- 
out. He was therefore increafing his forces as 
much as poffible by earneft and kind entreaties to 
the knights of Caftille (of v;hich he had aflumed the 
title of king), in order to have a fufficient army to 
refift the attack. He alfo impatiently expefted the 
arrival of fir Bertrand du Guefclin, with gre^t rein- 
fgrcemepts fr^m France. He had befides iflue4 
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fpecial orders throughout the kingdom, to all hi 
yaffals, under pain of death, that each, according t=r z=zo 
bis rank, Ihould immediately come to his afliftanci 
jmd to defend the realm. This king Henry w; 
much beloved, as the Caftillans had exerted thei 
felves in aiding him to drive don Pedro out of th 
kingdom : they therefore willingly obeyed his fui 
mons, and flocked in great numbers every day 
the rendezvous he had appointed at St. Doming" ^9 
de la Cal9ada. They amounted in all to upwan 
of fixty thoufand, as well horfe as foot, ready to a> 
for him, and refolved to live or die for his fervice. 

Upon king Henry having fure intelligence th^tr^ 
the prince of Wales, with his whole army had 
pafled the {Iraits of Roncefvalles, and was in the 
kingdom of Navarre, whence he was about to ad- 
TOnce towards him, he knew that a battle muft be 
the confequence. This feemed to. give him great 
pleafure, and he faid -aloud ; *^ The prince of Wales 
is a valiant and worthy knight ; and in order that he 
may know I am waiting for him, to defend my 
right, I will write him a part of my mind.* He then 
called for a fecretary, who advancing into his pre- 
fcnce, ' Write,* faid king Henry to him, * a letter 
in fuch terms as thefe : 

^ To the high, puifTant and honorable lord, the 
prince of Wales and of Acquitaine. 
' ' My lord,— r-We have been informed, that you 
have with an army pafled the mountains, and have 
entered into treaties and alliances with our enemy, 
io make war upon, and to harafs us : all this has 
t:::ufi?d in us m^icb aftonifliment : for we have noi^ 
"^ ^ • . ^^^^ 
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one any thing, nor ever had the fmalkft hofUle In- 
sntions againft you, that fhould juftify your ad- 
'ancing hitherward with a large army, to deprive us 
>f the fmall inheritance which it has pleafed God to 
give us. But as you are the mod powerful and the 
xnod fortunate prince of the age, we flatter our- 
felves and hope that you glorify yourfelf in it. 
Since we have received certain intelligence that you 
feek us in order to offer us battle, if you will have 
the goodnefs to inform us by what road your inten- 
tions are to enter Caftille, we will advance to meet 
you, in order to guard and defend our realm. — 
Given,' &c. 

When this letter was written, king Henry had it 
fealed, and calling his own herald to him, faid ; ^ Go 
thou as faft as poffible, by the nearefl road to the 
prince of Wales, and give him from me this letter.* 
The herald replied, * Willingly, my lord.' He left 
the king, and, taking the road to Navarre, came up 
to the prince ; when, bending on his knee, he deli- 
vered to him the letter from king Henry. The prince 
made the herald rife, and taking the letter, opened it, 
and read it twice over, the better to underftand it. 
When he had read, and confidered a little its con- 
tents, he ordered part of his council to be funimon- 
ed, telling the herald to quit the place where the 
council was to be held. 

When the council was aflembled, he read again 
the letter, and explained it to them word for word ; 
after which, he afked their advice upon it. Whilft 
they were thinking what advice to grve, the prince 
feid 3 * This bailard is a gallant knight, and of good 
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pfcwefs J for he muft be a valiant gentleman to 
write me fuch a letter.* The prince and his coun* 
cil were a conliderable time together, for they could' 
not agree as to what anfwer they Ihould fend. They 
faid to the herald ; * My friend, you cannot yet feC 
put on your return. When it fhall fuit my lord the- 
prince, he will write back by you, and by no oile^ 
<5fe : you will, therefore, tarry with us: until yovt 
6ave your anfwer, for the prince wiflies it to be fo.*' 
The herald anfwered, *Pleafe God, it fhali be as 
yoii fay.* He remained, therefore, with them quitfe- 
at his eafe. 

The evening of the fame diy that the herald Kacf 
brought this letter, fir William Felton came to the 
prince, and alked him a favor, "tlie prince, who was 
Ignorant what he wanted, demanded whaf favor 
he had to requeft : * My lord,* replied fir WilHamv 
* I entreat permiffion to quit the army, and ttiake 
an excurfion into the enemy's country ; for I have 
many knights and fquires under my command, a^ 
good men as myfelf, that are anxious to do forties 
fting worthy of notice. I promife you, if you will 
permit us to ride forward, we will fee what appear- 
ance the enemy makes, and where their quartan 
are.* The prince immediately granted his requeft, 
as he was pleafed with him for having made it. 

Sir William Felton left the prince*s army, as tht 
leader of this expedition, accompanied by the foU 
lowing knights : fir Thomas Felton his brother, tit 
Thomas HuflFord, fir Robert KnoUes, fir Gaillard 
Viguier, fir Ralph Haflings, the earl of Angus, and 
jfeycral ot'her knights and fquires. They vfere in a^ 

one 



one hundred and fixty Itoces, well mounted, judd^ 
three hundred archers. There were alfo with him^ . 
fir Hugh Stafford, fir Richard Caufton and^ fir 
Simon Burley, who are not men to be fbrgottaik 

This body rode on through the kingdom of. 
Navarre, under the direftion of guides, who coin 
du6ted them to the river Ebro,. which, at Logrona, 
is very deep and rapid. They, however, advanced 
beyond it, and took up their jquarters at a viftaige 
caHisd^ Navarete : there they hrfted, in opder to ba 
the better informed where king Menry waa, aaif t^ 
learn the fl:ate of his army. 
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CHAP. CCXXXVL 

THE KING OF NAVARRE IS MADE PRISONER SX 
SIR OLIVIER D£ MAUNY» A BRETOM AND FAH- 
TISAN OF KING HENRY. — THE FRINGE Qf 
WALES ADVANCES TO SALVATIERRA» IN 9PAUU 
— SIR WILLIAM FELTQN SKIRMISHES WITH THS 
ENEMY NEAR THE QUARTERS OF THE KINQ Ol^ 

. SPAIN. THE TWO ARMIES ADVANCE TOWARDS 

EACH OTHER. 

VI^HILST all thefe th&igs were going on, ^e 
knights remained at Navarete, and the princa 
wd his army in the comitry round Pampelusa. 
The king of Navarre, in riding from one town to 
another on the fide where the French lay, was made 
prifoner by fir Olivier de Mauny. The prince aii4 
all the Englifli were much aftoniih^d at it : ibme iQ 
the army thought it might have been done deiiga^ 
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^ly, m order to prevent his accopipanying the 
prince farther in this expedition, as he was un- 
certain what would be the iffue of the bufinefs 
between king Henry and don Pedro *. 

Although there was no one who was not clear as 
to the caufe of this capture, the lady his queen was 
much alarmed and ciifpirited at it. She caft herfelf at 
the feet of the prince, exclaiming, * for God's mercy, 
my dear lord, have the goodnefs to inquire about 
the king my k>rd> wfio has been treacherouily made 
]Hifoner by fome means unknown to us ; and exert 
yourfdf in fuch a manner that, through pity to us 
and the love of God, we may have him back again/ 
The prince courteoufly replied as follows : * Cer- 
tainly, fair lady and coufm, this capture is highly 
difplealing to us ; and we will provide fliortly a 
remedy for it. I beg, therefore, you will not be 
caft down, but take comfort ; for when once this 
expedition is over, he ihall be delivered: this I 
feithfully promife, for I will attend to nothing elfe : 
immediately on our return, you fhall have him re^ 
ftored to you.' 

The queen of Navarre then departed. But one 
of her noble knights, called don Martin de la Carra, 
undertook to conduft the prince through the king- 
dom of Navarre, and to procure guides for the 
army ; othcrwife they would not have been able to 

• This was a tn<?k of the king of Navarre, thinking to 
exculpate himfelffor having fufFered the prince of Wales to 
pafs through his ftroitg country , for he had, before his lafl 
treaty with the prince,, entered into one of a contrary ten* 
dency wiUi the king pf Arragon and jcing Henry. 

have 
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have found the roads, or the eafieft paffes through 
rile mountains. 

The prince broke up his encampment, and began 
his march. They came to a place called Echar- 
riaranas, where they met with many difficulties ; for 
it was a narrow pafs, with very bad roads. In 
addition to this, there was great fcarcity of pro- 
vifion; for they found nothing on this road until 
they arrived at Salvatierra, which is a very good 
town, fituated in a fertile and rich country accord* 
ing to the appearance of the adjoining lands *. This 
town of Salvatierra is on the confines of Navarre, 
on the road to Spain, and was attached to king 
Henry. 

The whole army fpread itfelf over the country; 
The free companies advanced eagerly towards Sal* 
vatierra, in hopes to take it by affault and plunder 
it : they much wiflied to do fo : for they had learnt 
there were great riches collected, which had been 
brought thither from all the neighbourhood, con- 
fiding in the ftrength of its caftle. The inhabitants 
of Salvatierra, however, were too wife to wait for 
this danger: they well knew they could not with- 
ftand the great army of the prince, if he fhould 
think proper to lead it againft them: they came 
and furrendered themfelves to don Pedro, craving 
liis pardon, and prefenting to him the keys of their 
town. By the advice of the prince, don Pedro for- 

— ■ - — — — - -- — - -■■ —-»■■-■■■ - — j^ — , ^ - ^ ■ .^ ^ 

• According to the map of Spain by Jaillot, 178 if Sal- 
vatierra is in the divifion of Guipifcoa, iQ the4>rincipaHt7 of 
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gawre them, or they would have fared worfe, for I|e 
viihed to deftroy them : however, they were all 
IiardoBed ; and the prince, don Pedro, the king 
Cjf Muyprca and the duke of Lancafter entered the 
town, where they took up their quarters : the earl 
of: Armagnac and the reft lodged themfelves in the 
idlbges round aibout. 

"VSTe^will for a while leave the prince, to fpeak of 
ijbat advan,ced corps which was in Navarete. The 
bsfcre-named knights, who had remained there, 
Hcjre very defirous of diftinguifhing themfelves : for 
^^y bfi4 advanced five days march before their main 
«l^y» They noade frequent excurfions from Na- 
varete to the country of their enemies, to find out 
V^eifQ they lay^ and what they were doing. King 
]K^nry waa encamped in the open plain, with his 
^jfiiole army, ^e was defirous of hearing fome in- 
teUlg^i^^^ of the prince, and much furprifed that his 
|t^f^l4 c^d mt return. 

Hi? p^opl^ Q\a4^ 4fo. daily excurfions, to leani 
^flB^hiF^g ^ the Eog^fh^ and even advanced nes^ 
IP Ns-vairete ; fo that doji Tello, brother to kii^g ' 
MfiWy% w?^ informed there v^as an enemy's gairifozjk 
^ thf^t towij ; which rn^de him refolve tp go thi|4er 
^ith a gr^at^^ fofce, in a n^of e regular ija.^i^er, %(f 
f^ff if "whU he had he^rd werp true. 

gut \^fyje thi§ was done, it happened that ihp 
Juglifti Jwnights made, one evening ip long ^ 
excurfion, that they fell in with king Henry's 
quarters. A grand fkirmilh was the confeq^ence, 
i(i^hieh threw the whole army into a grea;t alarnj.. 
They flew fome, and made fevcral priibners : in par- 
ticular. 
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ticuhr, the knight who comnjianded the guard *wU 
taken, without lofs to themfeives, and carried dear 
o£ On the morrow, they fent a herald to die 
prince, who was at Salvatierra, to inform him what 
they had difco/ered. They told him the fituatioa 
the enemy had chofen, and what numbers they 
confifted of; for they had obtained every -ia- 
formation from their prifoners. The prince was 
deUghted with this intelligence, and with the goodi 
fuccels of his knights. 

King Henry was much enraged that the Engfifli 
"who Wet-e quartered at Navarete fliould thus abuali 
tlis-army, and faid that he would ^vance towarck 
them. He therefore decamped with all his arnqr^ 
defigned to fix his quarters in the plains near Vit- 
toria :' he croffed the river* which runs near ^a- 
'varete, in order to march to that country. 

Sir William Felton, as foon as he heard that ddtt 
Henry had pafled the river, and was on his march 
towards the prince, held a council of' all the knights 
who were with him. They determined to quit their 
■ prefent quarters, and take the field, in order to-be 
fadfefted of the truth in regard to the Spamso^ 
They therefore' marchtjd from Navarete, feriding^il* 
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♦ ritiiagfae thi^mnfl be the Ebro ; for by ¥he map/there 
"Is no i^Ver that fu'fis ft tfar Navarete which* it wasnccefficry ftr^ 
ll^n Henry to crbfs in his march from Sc. Domingo -de ia^ 
'Cul9ada, where he wys encamped, to Vitcoria in Blfcay. 

Barnes fays, dbn Henry advanced as far as St.-Migtierto 
"meet the' EngHfli; but it is riot fo in' my copfes, nor ttm^ I- 
^&id StrWigUeMn'Tny map5> k feems, however, prdb^We^ 

Vitdc^iatVa^'iai^diftant^^itid'o^JC^^ line to NaVaretc. 
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formation to the prince, that king Henry wa^ ad- 
vancing towards him in great force, and that, from 
appearances, he feemed defirous to meet him. 

When the prince received the news at Salvatierra, 
where he ftill was, that king Henry had croffed the 
river, and was on his march to meet him, he was 
Jfight glad, and faid aloud to thofe about him ; ' By 
my faith, this baflard is a bold and gallant knight, 
and fhews great valour and enterprize in thus 
coming to feek us. Since he is as eager to find us 
as we are defirous of meeting him, it is mofl probable 
it will fo happen, and a combat enfue. Our beft 
way, therefore, will be to decamp hence immediately, 
in' order to gain poffeffion of Vittoria before our 



enemies.* 



The prince and his army marched from Salvatierra 
very early the following morning, and halted at 
Vittoria, where he found fir William Felton and his 
party, whom he gracioufly entertained, afking theln 
different queftions. Whilft they were thus dif- 

* courfing, the fcouts brought news that they had feeii 
the fcouts of the enemy, and were certain that 

• kmg Henry and his whole army were not far diftant, 
from the fignals they had obferved, and from the 
demeanour of the Spaniards. 

The prince, on hearing this, ordered the trumpets 
to found an alarum through the army ; which being 
- heard, every man made for his poft : they were all 
inftantly di?awn* up in regular order of battle : fdr 
each man had been informed what he was to 
do before he had Mt Salvatierra, fo that every liian 
made diredly for his banner. It was a noble fight 
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to fee fo great a number of banners and penmniSy 
ornamented with diflferent arms. 

The van-guard was excellently well drawn up, 
under the command of the duke of Lancaller. With 
him were, fir John Chandos, conftable of Acqui- 
taine, with a great retinue, and in fine order. Many 
received the order of knighthood. The duk6 *f 
Lancafter, in the van-guard, knighted as many As 
twelve : among whom were, fir Ralph Camois, fir 
Walter Loring, and fir Thomas Danvery, Sir John 
Chandos advanced fome good fquires to that honor 
in his divifion ; fuch as M. Cotton^ M. Clifton, 
M. Prior, William Firmeton, Aimery de Roche- 
chouart, Girard de la Motte and Robert Briquet. 

The prince made alfo feveral knights : firft^ doa 
Pedro king of Spain, fir Thomas Holland, the fon 
of the princefs his lady, fir Philip and fir Denis 
Courtenay, fir John Covet, fir Nicholas Bond, and 
many more. The other lords beftowed fimilar 
honors in their battalions ; fo that there were made 
upwards of three hundred knights, who remained 
drawn up the whole day, waiting for their enenues, 
to give them battle, if they had advanced to them ; 
but they did not come nearer than where the fcouts 
were. 

King Henry was expefting great reinforcements 
from Arragon ; and he waited alfo for fir Bertrand 
du Guefclin, who was coming to his affiftance with 
upwards of four thoufand combatants ; for he was 
not defirous' of engaging before their arrival. The 
prince was not difpleafed at this delay ; for his rear- 
' divifions, which confifted of more than fix thouland 

men. 



tokst^ were above feven country leagued behind* 
The prince was, during the whole time he lay be- 
fore Viltoiia, in the greateft anguiih of mixid at 
thai being fo long in coming .up to him. Never- 
thelefs^ had the Spaniards thought proper to ad- 
ipaace nearer them with the intent of oflfering battle, 
^e. prince without waiting for this divifion would 
not have refufed the combat* 



CHAP. CCXXXVIL 

"trtlE ARRIVAL OF SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLm» 

to, THE AID OF KING HENRY. DON TELLO 

UKTTACKS THE ADVANCED GUARD OF THE 

PRINCE OF WALES, DEFEATS SIR WILLIAM 

FELTON AND HIS BODY OF MEN. 

TXT^HEN evening came, the two marfhals, fir 

. Guifcard d*Angle and fir Stephen Coffi|;igton, 

ordered every man to retire to his quarters ; but, 

•.pn the trumpets founding on the morrow morning, 
they were all to take the field in the fame pofitien 
they had done before. Every one obeyed thefe 
orders, except fir William Felton and his company, 
whom I have before mentioned. They left the 
prince that fame evening, and advanced bxtheR into 
the country, to learn the ftate of the ^emy : iiafty 
took up their quarters about two- leagues diftaEOt 
from their army. 

Don Tello happening this very eveidng to b6 iot 
his brother king H6nry*s tent, converfing on VaxiottS 

. U>pics> faid to the king j ' Sire, you .know that-ouf* 
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gneniies are encarripsd very near Us, and yet nctoe 
of our men think of beating up their quarters. I 
therefore entreat you will give me permiffion to 
make an excurfion towards them to-morrow mom-« 
ing, with a detached body of the army, who are 
well inclined : t promife you to advance fo far that 
We Will bring you back certain news of them, and. 
Avliat they are about/ Jting Henry, obferving the 
eagernefs of his brother, wiihed not to baulk him, 
tod gave him his cdnfent direftly. 

At this fame hour, fir Bertrand du Guefcliri, 
with upwards of four thoufand fighting men, arrived 
at .the army, frorrl France and Arragon. The king 
Was much rejoiced at this : he received them in the 
inoft honorable and gracious manner, as was be- 
coming him to do. 

Don Tello was anxious not to let his plan lleepj 
but immediately mentioned it to feveral of hist 
friends who he knew would Joiii him^ He would 
have done the fame to fir Bertrand du Guefclin, 
fir Arnold d*Andreghen, the begUe de Villaiixes 
and the Vifcount de RoqUebertin, if he had dared j 
but, as they were juft arrived^ he did not : befides, 
king Heiiry had forbidden him to fpeak to them on 
this fubjeft. Don Tello^ thereforej left them ^ 
^ione^ Neverthelefs he had with him foihe French 
and An^gotuan knights^ who had been with the 
BJtmy the whole feafon : he had exerted himfelf fo 
tnuch that, in the whole, he had colleAed a body of 
more than fix thoufand horfemen, well niounted 
tod accoutred* His brother^ don Sancho^ accom* 
{)anied hinu 
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At the firft break of day, they were all ready 
mounted. They left the army, advancing in good 
order towards the quarters of the Englifh. About 
fun-rife, they met, in a valley*, part of fir Hugh 
Calverley's company, wdth his baggage, who had 
flept about a league diftant from the main army, 
and alfo fir Hugh himfelf* When the Spaniards 
and French perceived them, they immediately at- 
tacked and defeated them. The greater part were 
flain, and the baggage- feized : but fir Hugh, who 
Was behind, had taken another road : he was, how- 
ever, feen, purfued, and forced to fly with all his 
attendants, as fafl as they could, to the army of the 
duke of Lancafter. 

The Spaniards, who were upwards of l^x thou- 
fand in one body, rode on, and made a violent 
affault upon the outflvirts of the quarters of the 
van-guard, under the command of" the duke of 
Lancafter. They began to fhout, ' Caftille^* with 
loud cries, to overthrow, tents, huts and every thing 
that came in their way, killing and wounding all 
fhat oppofed them, fo that when the van-guard 
heard this noife, the leaders as well as men were 
alarmed, and haftened to arm themfelves and draw 
up before Jfhe lodgings of the duke of Lancafter, 
who was ^ready armed, with his banner flying in 
front. The Englifh and Gafcons hurried to the 
field, each lord to his banner or pennon, according 
to the arrangements made at Salvatierra, fuppb'fing 
they were inftantly to have a general engagement. 

The duke of Lancafter marched ttraight for a 
fmall hill : he was followed by fir John Cftandos, the 
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twd m^Hhals/and feveral other knights^ who dretv 
themfelves up in order of battle* After a fliort 
tim$5 the prince and don Pedro came thither, ahdj 
as they ad vancedj^ formed themfelves in like manner* 
Don Tello and his brolhei" were alfo very defirous 
of gaining this eminence, it being a favorable 
pofition ; but they Wer;j difappointed in their wiflles, 
as you have juft heard* When, therefore^ they faw 
that they could not attempt it^ without great riik, 
for the whole Englifli army was in motion, they 

•formed themfelves into a compaft body, to return 
to their own army, and thus retreated, marching in 

-handfome array, and .hoping to have fome fortunate 
adventure ere they got home. Before they had 
retired, feveral gallant adions were performed ; for 
fome of the Englilh and Gafcons had quitted their 
ranks, to tilt with thefe Spaniards, many of whom 
they had unhorfed; btit the main body of the 
Englifli army remained upon the mountain, expefl:*. 
ing a general engagement* 

' When the Spaniards, in their retreat from the 
prince's army, were approaching their own, they 
met the detached party of the Englifh under the 
command of fir William Felton and his brother, fir 
Hugh Haflings, fir Richard Caufton, the earl of 
Angus and many more, who might amount in the 
whole to two hundred knights and fquires, as well 
Gafcons as Englifh. They immediately charged 
them in a wide valley, fliouting out, ' Caftille, for 
Wng Henry^l* 

The above-named knights, perceiving they had 

• but little chance of fuccefs agaicrfl fuch. fuperipr 
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numbers as the Spaniards were, comforted them- 
felves the befl they could, and, advancing into the 
pjs^n, took pofleffion of a fmall eminence, where 
.ij^ey drew up in order of battle. The Spaniards 
marched towards them, and halted to confider what 
would be the moft advantageous manner of fighting 
them. ♦ 

Sir William Felton that day performed a moft 
brilliant aftion : defcending the hill full gallop, 
. with his lance in its reft, he daflied into the midft of 
the Spaniards, when meeting a Spanifli knight, he 
drove his fpear with fuch force, it paffed through 
his armour, body and all, and threw him dead on 
the ground. 

Sir William was furrounded on all fides ; but he 
fought as manfully as any knight could have done, 
and did them much mifchief before they were able 
to bring him down. His brother and the other 
knights were witneffes, from the eminence| of his 
valour, and the gallant aflis he was doings as well 
as the peril he was in ; but it was out of their . 
power to affift him, without running every ri& 
themfelves. They remained, therefore, fteadily upon 
the mountain in order of battle. The knight fought 
as long as his ftrength lafted, but in the end was 
unfortunately flain. 

The French and Spaniards, after this, began to 
attack the Englifh, and to endeavour to take them 
that had drawn themfelves up on the hill* That 
day, many good adions were done. At one time, 
they made a general attack, and defcended in a 
body upon their enemies ; and then, wheeling fud* 

denly 
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tlenly about, they wifely regsdned their mountain, 
where they remained until high noon. Had the 
prince known their dangerous fituation, he would 
have relieved them ; but he was quite ignorant of 
it. They were therefore obliged to wait the iffue 
of this bufmefs in the bed way they could. 

When the combat had been thus carried on, ad- 
vancing and retreating, until the hour I have men- 
tioned, don Tello, tired at their holding out fo long, 
cried angrily aloud ; * My lords, fhall we remain 
here all the day, with this handful of men ? By 
St. Jago, we ought to have fwallowed them up be- 
fore this time. Forward ! forward ! let us attack 
them in a better and a more vigorous manner than 
before. One cannot gain any thing without taking 
fome pains.' 

Upon hearing this, the Spaniards and French ad- 
vanced courageoufly, mounted the hill, with their 
fpears prefented before them, in fuch clofe order 
and in fuch numbers, that the Englifli could neither 
break nor force through them. Many valorous 
deeds were done on this mountain ; for the Englifh 
and Gafcons defended themfelves mod valiantly, 
but, from the moment the Spaniards had gained the 
hill, they could not make any long refiftance. 
They were all taken or flain ; and not one of 
the knights efcaped : only a few Boys faved them- 
felves by the fleetnefs of thdr horfes, who re- 
turned to the army of the prince, which had «11 
that day continued drawn up in battle-array, in the 
expe^ation of an engagemen:* 

U 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXXXVIII. 

SIR ARNOLD D^ANDREOrtEN OIVlilS GOOD AD\>ICJ^ 
TO KING HENRY OF CASTILLE. — -THE l^RrNC31 
OF WALES SENDS A TARDY ANSWER TO TH:^ 
king's LETTER, 

AFTER having conquered the beforeriiamed 

knights, don Tello and don Sancho returne4 

with their detachment in great joy to their ^my^ 

lufid went in the evening to the quarters of king 

Henry. 

The two brothers who had been in this expeditioQ 
made a prefent to the king of their prifoners, and 
related to him, in the prefence of fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin, fir Arnold d'4^ndreghen and others, how 
the day had pafled, and what road they had taken } 
how they had firft fallen in with the people of fir 
Hugh Calverley, whom they had flain or chaeed 
even to the army of the Englifli: that they had 
beaten up the quarters of the duke of Lancafter, 
alarmed the whole army, and done much mifchief : 
that upon their retreat they had met thpfe knights, 
whom they had taken prifoners. 

King Henry, who had liftened to this account 
with great pride, replied moft gracioufly to his 
brother, don Tello, and faid j * Amiable brother, 
well have you •performed your promife: I will 
reward you handfomely for it ; and I feel, that all 
the reft of our enemies muft ultiniately cpme tq 
this pafs.' 

Sir Arnold d'Andreghen^ on this, ftepped forth 
and faid ; ^ Sire, fire, with your permiffipn, I wifli 

not 



not k>-doubt your-tiiajefty's -words, but to maikean^ 
ameadment by informing yqu, that when you fljiaH; 
meet the prii^ce of Wales in battle, you will ^4 
r^en at arijis fuch as they ought to be ^ fo^witl^ 
him is the iBower of chivalry of the whole, WorWj. 
and . hardy and toaigh combatants : thpfe who, in 
trutl^ >Ypuld raU\er die on ihe §>ot than tWnfe,^ 
flying. It therefore behoves you to weigb ma^Hire^jt* 
this poiat, before you detercaine; and,, if you \jnll 
believe wh^t I am going to fey^ ypv^ may t^e th^vsit 
all, without Ariking a (Iroke* You haye oi^ly tQi 
giji,^r4 the pafles and defiles^ fo that no* ^(y^K^ni 
Q^ \)e brought t^em, when ^mine wiljt do th% 
bufiaeis fo^r you : they vpL^H thep r^turis^ bacj^ tq^ 
their <^n country in diforder aipid fpiritl^^, fo t|i^ 
you may eafi)y g-ain your objeft, a^d defeaj tb^efft 
without flfirik^ng a blow/ 

King Henry anfwered: * By the foul of 9;i,y -fijj. 
ther, marfhcd, I have fuich a defire to fee tins prim:.^ 
and t,o try my ftrengtb with him,, th^t w?^ will ne^fg 
part without a battle* T^ia^ God^ I \k^ye ^qw- of 
men to afli& nxe. {n the firfl place, there aireaJr 
ready in our anny (even thoi^fand i^^&sk at ana(% 
each mounted on a good coi^irJier, and fo well (foyerr 
ed with armour that they fear not <he sorrows of 
the archer. In addition, I have tw^ty tho^fand 
more, moui;ited on genets and Jwmed from bead to ' 
foot., I have befides forty thoufend common ^ 
diers, with hnces, darts and ibields, whp will dip 
much fervice, for th^y have all fwom they^ 
rather die %h^ Wye i^ ; fo that, my lord oiaHhai 
loiigkt V^oti tq h^ afr^4.but raAorpUcc great ow- 
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fideneift in the power of God and of my men/ 
Thus ended this converfation ; wine and fpices were 
Iwought in by fome knights, of which the king and 
the lords prefent partook ; and then they ail retired 
to their quarters. 

The knights and fquires who had that day been 
made prifoners, gave their oaths as fuch, aiid were 
put under the care of diflferent knights. 

We will return to the prince, to fpeak of his ar« 
rangements.. He ariH the duke of Lancafter It^d 
remained in the pofition they had taken in the 
morning, until about vefpers, when they were in«» 
formed that their advanced detachment had he&a 
all. taken or killed ; at which they were much vexed,^ 
but they could not then amend it. They retired to 
their quarters, where they remained that night. 

On the morrow morning, they called a council, 
and determined to leave their prefent pofition, tp 
advance more into the country. They decamped,^ 
and took up their quarters nearer to Vittoria^ 
marching full armed, as if immediately to engage ; 
for they had heard that king Henry and his bro- 
thers, with their army, were not far diftant : how-* 
ever they made no advances to meet them. 

You muft know, the prince and his brother were 
in great want of provifion for themfelves and their 
horfes, as they had entered a very barren country j^^ 
whilft king Henry and his army enjoyed a quite 
contrary fituation. A loaf of bread, and of npi 
great fize, was fold in the prince's army for a fiorin j 
. and many were very eager to pay this price when- 
ever they werQ aWe to get it. The weather was^ 

aHift 
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^ijfo exjtremply bad, with high wind, ram and fnow { 
i^nd in this miferably diftrefling plight they remain* 
j^d for fix days. 

When the prince and his lords foumd the Spa* 
niards make no advances to offer them battle, and 
jliat their diftrefs was great where they were, they 
iield a council, and refolved to feek elfewhere for a 
pafTage over the Ebro, They therefore decamped, 
jand took the road towards Navarete, through a 
country called la Guardia, which havmg pafled, 
they came to a town called Viana. There the 
prince, the duke of Lancafler, the earl of Armag- 
nac and the other lords, halted two days, to refrelh 
themfelves. They then croffed the river which di- 
vides Caftijle from Navarre, at the bridge of Lo- 
grono, in the midft of gardens and olive trees,. 
They found there ja richer country than that which 
they had left j but even here they were much dit 
treffed fpr w^nt of provifion. ^ 

When king Henry was told that the prince and 
his army had croffed the Ebro at the bridge of Lo- 
grono, he left St, Miguel, where he had kept his 
quarters for a long time, advanced to Najera upon 
jhe fame river, and ther^ encamped. News was 
foon brought to the prince of king Henry's ap- 
proach. This gave him great joy ; and he faid 
aloud ; * By St. George, this baftard proves himfelf 
a valiant knight, from the defire he (hews to meet 
us in battle. We (hall certainly foon fee each other ; 
for we cannot fail doing fo much longer.* 

He then fummoned his brother, the duke of 
^(^ancafter, and fome other barons of his council 

who 
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who were there, aiid wrote, with their advice, an 
anfwer to the letter which king Henry had fent to 
him, in the following terms : 

* Edward, by the grace of God, prince of 
Wales and of Acquitaine, to the renowned Henry 
earl of Traftaraare, who at this prefent time calls 
himfelf king of Caftille. 

* Whereas you have fent to us a letter by your 
herald, in which, among other things, mention is 
made of your defire toaknow why we have admitted 
to our friendfhip your enemy, our coufin the king 
don Pedro, and upon what pretext we are carrying 
on a war againd you, and have entered Caftille 
with a large army : in anfwer to this, we inform 
you, that it is to maintain juflice and in fupport of 
reafon, as it behoveth all kings to do, and alfo to 
preferve the firm alliances made by our lord the 
king of England, with the kmg don Pedro, in for- 
mer times. 

* But as you are much renowned among all 
good knights, we would wifh, if it were poflible 
to make up thefe differences between you both \ 
and we would ufe fuch earnefl entreaties with 
our coufin, the king don Pedro, that you fhoukj 
have a large portion of the kingdom of C^ 
tille, but you mufl give up all pretenfioas to 
the crown of that realm, as well as to its inherit- 
ance. Confider well this propofition ; and know 

« 

further, that we fhall enter the kingdom of Caftille 

by whatever place fhall be mofl agreeable to us.— 

Written at Logrono, the 30th day of March 1367.* 

When this letter was finifhed, folded up and 

fealed. 
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fealed^ it was given to the herald who had brought 
king Heary's, and who had waited for an anfwer 
for three weeks. He took his leave of the prince 
and the other lords, and rode on until he came to 
iNavaretc, ne^r to which place the king was en- 
camped upon the heath. He made for the king's 
tent, followed by the principal lords of the army, 
who, having, heard of the return of the herald, 
v/exQ anxious to know what news he had brought. 

The herald, on his knees, prefented the king the 
letter which the prince had fent by him. The king 
took and opened it, calling fir Bertrand de Guet 
clin, and fome of the lords of his council, to its pe- 
rufal. When the letter had been read and well con- 
fidered, fir Bertrand du Guefclin thus fpoke to 
king Henry : * Sire, be affured that very (hortly you 
muft have a battle; from what I know of the 
prince, I am convinced that it muft be fo. 1 there- 
fore advife you to look well to this bufmefs, to order 
gnd arrange your men in the beft poflible manner/ 

• Sir Bertrand,' replied king Henry, Mn God's 
name fo it (hall be* I have iio dread of the prince's 
larmy : for I have three thoufand barbed horfes, 
which will be on our two wings, feven thoufand 
carders, and upwards of twenty thoufand men at 
^rms, the beft that can be found in all Caftille, Ga- 
iicia, Portugal, Cordova and Sicily, befides ten 
thoufand crofs-bows, and full forty thoufand foot, 
armed with lances^ darts, fwords a|id all forts c^ 
weapons, who have fwom to die rather than defert 
itte* I truft therefore, fir Bertrand, that through 
God's grace» in whom I put my truft, we ihall have 

the 
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the beft of it, as well as from the juftlce of our right 
in this affair. I therefore entreat you all to be of 
good courage.* 

Thus the kmg and fir Bertrand converfed toge- 
ther, as well as on different fubjefts, laying afide all 
thoughts of the letter which the prince had fent, for 
king Henry was determined to have a battle. Don 
Tello and don Sancho began to draw up their men 
VA proper order, and to bufy themfelves in preparing 
every thing: they were much efteemed, for the 
fuccefs of their late expedition. But we muft 
how return to the prince, and Ihew how he viras 
going on. 



CHAP. CCXXXIX. 



THE BATTLE OF NAVARETE, WHICH THe'pRWCE 
OF WALES, SUPPORTING THE PART OF KING 
DON PEDRO AGAINST HIS BROTHER THE 
BASTARD, GAINS*— SIR BERTRAND DU GUES- 
CLIN IS MADE PRISONER, AND KING HENRY 
FORCED TO FLY, AFTER HAVING FOUGHT MOST 
VALIANTLY. 

^N Friday the ad of April, the prince decamped 
from Logrono, where he and all his army had 
halted. He marched in order of batde, as if an 
engagement were on the point of commencing ; 
for he knew that king Henry was not far diftant. 
After having marched about two leagues, he ar- 
rived before the tovm of Navarete, about nine 
o'clock^ where he took up his quarters. As ilbon 
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as they had difmounted, the prince fent his fcouts, 
to obferve the countenance of the enemy and whei;e 
they lay. Thefe fcouts, being mounted on the bejt 
of horfes, left the army, and advanced until they 
faw the whole of the Spanifli force encamped upon 
the heaths beyond Navarete : they inftantly infojcoi- 
ed the prince of this, who was very glad to hear if. 
Towards evening, he gave out fecret orders for the 
army to hold itfelf in readinefs at the firft found of * 
his trumpet'; that at the fecond found it (hould 
arm, and on the third mount, and immediately foU 
low the banners of the marflials and the pennon of 
St. George ; and that no one, under pain of death 
fhould break his rank, without being ordered fo 
to do. 

King Henry had done exaftly as the prince of 
Wales, and had fent out his fcouts on this Friday 
evening, to learn the condition of the prince's army, 
what appearance they made, and where they were 
quartered. Thofe fent brought back true intelli- 
gence: upon hearing it, the king and firBeitrand 
held a confultation on the fubjeft. 

They made their men fup and go to bed very 
early, that they might be more frefli and hearty by 
midnight, when they were commanded to make 
themfelves ready, arm, and take the field in battle- 
array ; for they well knew that a battle nnift enfue 
on the morrow. The Spaniards, therefore, made 
themfelves merry, for they had wherewithal largely 
to do fo : but the Englifli were in the greateft 
want of provifion j for which reafon, they were 
aoxious to fight. 

The 
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The trumpets of king Henry founded al mid- 
night ; on which, his whole army was on foot : at 

the fecond blaft, they left their tents, took the field, 
'and formed in three battalions. 

The firft battalion was commanded by fir Ber- 
trand du Guefclin and fir Robert de Roquebertin, 
a vifcount of Arragon. Under him were all the 
'foreigners, as well from France as from other 
^countries : among whom were two barons from 
''Hainault, the lord d'Antoing and fir Alard lord'de 
Brifueil. There were alfo in this divifioji the b^gue 
de Villaines, the begue de Villiers, fir John de Ber- 
gettes, fir Gauvain de Bailleul, PAUemant de Saint 
*Venant, who was there created a knight, with 
many other knights from Arragon, France, Pro- 
vence and the neighbouring countries. There were 
in this battalion full four thoufand/ knights and 
' fquires, excellently armed, and drawn up according 
to the French manner. 

Don Tello and his brother don Sancho com- 
manded the fecond divifion. There were under 
them twfenty-five thoufand lancemen, as well on 
horfe as on foot, who drew up a little behind the 
divifion of fir Bertrand,'on his left hand. 

The third, and largeft battalion without compa- 
rifon, w^as commanded by king Henry himfelf. 
There were in it, and drawn up in array upwards 
of feven thoufand horfemen, and forty thoufand in- 
fatitry among the crofs bowmen. 

"When they were thus formed, king Henry 

'mounted a handfonie and fl:rong mule, according to 

the cuftom of his country, and rode through the 

ranks. 



tznks^ Paying his compliments t6 the lords, jfhb- 
cioufly entreating them to exert themfelves this day 
in defending his honor, and pointing out to every 
one of them what they were to do with fo mxieh 
cheerfulnefs and good humour, that they were aft 
in high fpirits. After he had thus vifited his army^ 
he returned to his own battalion. It was foon broad 
day. About fun-rife, they began their march 
towards Navarete in order of battle, to meet and to 
engage the enemy. 

The prince of Wales, as it has been before re^ 
lated, drew up his army in the manner he intended 
they Ihould engage, whilft he lay before Vittoria^ 
when the enemy did not appear according to his ex^ 
peSations. He had not fince then made any altera* 
tions c6nceming it, and had always marched ih 
this order. At break of day, therefore, the prince's 
julny took the field, marching in battle array, as 
cxpeding to meet the Spaniards. No one advanced 
before the battalion of the marfhals excepting thoffe 
who received orders, as fcouts ; and the two leaders^ 
is well ais both the armies, knew, from the intelli- 
gence of the fcouts, that they ihoutd ftortly meet : 
they therefore marched forward vl^ith a gentk 
pace. 

Whi^n the fun was rifen, it was a beautiful fight to 

viewthdfe battalions, with their brillianft armour gHt^^ 

terirtg trfth its beams. In this manner, they nearly 

approached to each other. The prince, with a fctt 

:ittendants xtiounted afrtiall hill, and faw v«ry ctecurly 

the tnetny marching fbraight towar^s-them. Upoi 

defcending 
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^ccnding this hill, he extended hid Kne of battfo 
in the plain, and then halted. 

The Spaniards, feeing the Englifli had halted, 
did the fame, in order of battle : then each man 
tightened his armour, and made ready as for inflant 
combat. 

Sir John Chandos advanced in front of the bat-* 
talions with his banner uncafed in his hand^ He 
prefented it to the prince, faying, ' My Iord> here 
. is my banner : I prefent it to you j that I may dif- 
play it in whatever manner (hall be moft agreeable 
to you ; for, thanks to God, I have now fufficient 
lands to enable me fo to do, and maintain the i^uik 
which it ought to hold.' 

The prince, don Pedro being prefent, took the 
banner in his hands, which was blazoned with a 
fliarp flake gules on a field argent : after having 
cut off the tail to make it fquare, he difplayed it,, 
and, returning it to him by the handle, faid ; ^ Sis' 
John, I return you your banner, God give you 
ftrength and honor to preferve it.' 

Upon this, fir John left the prince, went back to 
his men with the banner in his hand, and faid to 
them ; * Gentlemen, behold my banner and yours ^ 
you will therefore guard it as it becomes you.' Hisf 
companions, taking the banner, replied with much 
cheerfiilnefs, that ' if it pleafed God and St. George, 
they would defend it well) and a£t worthily of it, to 
the utmofl of their abilities.' 
. The banner was put into the hands of a worthy 
Englifh fquire, called William AUeflry, who bore it 

with 
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"vnth honor that day, and loyally acquitted hitnfelf 
in the fervice. The EngUfh and Gafcons foon afteic 
difmounted on the heath, and aflembled very or* 
derly together, each lord under his banner or pea* 
hon, in the fame battle array as when they pafled 
the mountains. 

It was delightful to fee and exaoune thefe banners 
and pennons, with the noble army that was under 
thenu The two armies began to move a little, and 
to approach nearer each other ; but, before they 
met, the prince of Wales, with eyes and hands up-- 
lifted toward heaven, exclaimed ; ^ God of truths 
the Father of Jesus Christ, who haft made* and 
fafhioned me, condefcend, through thy benign grace^ 
that the fttccefs of the battle of this day may be foe 
me and my army ; for thou knoweft, that in truth 
I have been folely emboldened to undertake it ia 
the fupport of juftice and reafon, to reinflate this 
king upon his throne, who has been difinherited 
and driven from it, as well as from his country/ 

After thefe words, he extended his right arm^ 
took hold of don Pedro's hand, who was by his fide^ 
and added, 'Sir king, you fhall this day kn9w 
whether you will have any thing in the kingdom pf 
Caftille or not/ He then cried out, ' Advance 
banners, in the name of God and St, George !' 

As he faid this, the duke of Lancafter jmd fir 
John Chandos came up to him. The duke £sdd xq 
fir William Beauchamp ; * William, there are o^ 
enemies : you fhall fee me this day ad. like a trtt|. 
knight, or die for it/ At thefe wprds, the two ar^ 
mies advanced. The firft conflid was between the 
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battalion 6f the duk^ of LanciafCer and (ix^ Jcbxi 
Chfttidos and that of fir Beitrand du Goefclin and 
the marfbal d'Atidregheii) who bad under them 
ftmr thoufend men at arms at kiaft. 

At its commencemeM^ thek^ was a terrible med^ 
ley of fpears and ihields. They were in this fituaticHi 
a confidef^ble tkne before tfbey eorsAd make any 
openbg into each others Many gattaat deeds wiere 
performed, and many a knij^t imhoife^ who 
<:otikl not again raife himfelf. 

When thefe two divifioBS were thtts an^ged^i^ 
others were not willing to remain idle^ bot advanced 
to the combat with eagemeis. The prime of 
Wales, accompanied by the king, dosi iE^edio of 
CaftxHe, and don Martin de la Carra^ who repre* 
feiited the king of Navarre, charged the ^vifion 
which Wds commanded by don Telk> and don San-* 
cho. But it feems that, as the prmce and his bat^ 
taHbn trere on the pdnt of engagmg, a fudden 
panic M2itd doh Tello, fo that be wheeled ahottt^ 
and^ fled in diforder without ftriking a btow, carry^ 
hig whk hhn two thoufand cavatry of his dmiioiw 
No one kjiew how . to account for this conduft^ 
This fecond divifion was no fooner broken than it 
was difcomfited ; for the captai de Boch and die 
lord de ClffTon, quitting the battalion of the eail 
d^Armtgnac with their men, fell upon them, and 
flew and wounded immenfe tHimbers. ' 

The prince and don Pedro, upon this, admcei 
to the £vliion cc^nmanded by Idng Henry, in wfakb 
there Were at feaft forty thoufand nien, as'wdlco 
Soot as on horfeback. The figkt-M^w begmmmndSt 

on 



on all fides ; fof the Spaniards and QikflatlisAS h^ 
flings, ffom which they thrfew ftolies wkkiWh- force 
as to break helmets and fcull^aps, ib that they 
wounded and unhorted- many of their opponents. 
Hie Englifh archers, a(5cording to their cuftonx, fliot 
fharply with their bows, to the great annoyance and 
deadi of the Sp^uiiards* ' Oil 'dne fide, there w^% 
fliouts of, ^ Caililie, toat king Henry !' on tl\e othei) 
* St. George, for Guienne !* 

During this time, the firft battalion, commanded 
by the duke of Lancafter, fir. John Chandos, and 
the two marfhals, fir Ouifcard d' Angle and fb 
Stephen Coifington, was warmly engaged with that 
of fir Bertraad 4u Guefdin and the other knights 
from Arvugon and France. Many valorous aAboa 
were done^; tod each tried .his. ftrength^kir Offen^l 
pa&ge through the enemy. ^ Sereral' fohgftt ^ibk 
their i|>ear8 in* both hands, with ^ whtAb-tthevf i dealt 
about luflily their blows ; others tnade u& of ihortf 
fwords and dagger ' At the commeflceindit the 
French and Arragonians made ^>defpera^tiM(Hl^ 
a^5 and gave th^ good knights' of England mucb 
trouble. 'r > 

Sir John Chandosihewed himfelf an able kl)ighty« 
^id paHbrmed many gallant deeds under his ban« 
ner : but, in his eagemefs in fighting and drivings 
his enemies before him, he was fo far engaged as ta 
be furrounded, and in the crowd unhorfed* A 
liurge man of Caftille, called Martin Ferrand^ who 
was much r»owned for courage among the Spa^ 
Aiards, threw Umfdf updn hiik ^^rith a determined 
xribkitiob to'kitt him, and kept him down in th# 
i' vi X 2 greateft 
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freatcft danger. Sir Johil, however, bethougU 
himfelf of a knife he had in his bofom, which he 
drew, arid ftruck fo Well wkh it this Martin m the 
fides and back that he gave him his death-blow as he 
was lying under him : he then turned him ova', 
and rofe up as fpeedily as, he could : his people 
were now all ready about him^ fwr they had with ^ 

great difficulty broken through the crowd to ouiui"™ 
to the place where he had fallen* 

It was on a Saturday, jii the momulg, betvTeenC^^ 
Najara^and Navafete, that this fevere and^ bloody 
battle was fought, iii which multitudes of 
were ilain. In this engagemenft many were tin 
brilliant a&ions performed by the prince of Wales, 
his brother the duke of Lancafter, fir John Chandos^^ 
fir Guifcard d* Angle, the captal de £uch, th< 
lords de CKflbn and de Raix, fir Hugh Calverley] 
fir Matthew Goumay, fir Louis de Harcmut, th< 
lords de Pcms and de Fkrtenay. 

On the other hand, among the GafiroAs, the lofdr*"^ 
d'Annagnac, d'Albret, de Pommier» and his tw( 
bfothers, de Mucident, de Rofem, the earls dePeri< 
gord, de Commxnges, de Carmain, the lords de Con- 
don, de TEfparre, de Chaumont, de Fincomet, Bar- 
diolomew de Cande, de Geronde, fir Bernard d'. 
bret, fir Aimery de Tarfe, the fouldkh de PEftrade, 
fir Petiton de Courton, with many other knight 
and fquires, gave equal proo& of gallantry. 
" Under the pennon of St. Geoige, and attaehi 
to the banner of fir John Chandos, were the 
companies, who had in the whole twdve hundrecSr^ 
ftreamers. Ajnong them were good . and hard]^ 

knight 
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iuughts and fquires, vhofe courage was pwo^ 
tiameiy, fir Robert Cfacsaey, fir Perducas d' Atbret, 
Robert Briquet, fir Garfie du Chaitel, fir Gaiilard 
Viguier, fir John Chamels^ fiTaodon de fis^erant, 
ATtnembn d'Grtige, Perret de Swoye^ le bourg 
Camus, le bourg dePEfparre, It bourg de Bretueil, 
Kfpiote, and feveral others. I muft therefore fay^ 
that fir Bertrand du Guefclin, fir Anaold d'An- 
dreghen, don Sancho, don Gomez Qarilz*, and 
the French and Arragonian knights who had en^ 
gaged with this battaUon, did not find themfdves 
jthe better for jit, as ihefe companies were compofed 
of tried men, who had boen lo^g accuftoin^ed X9 
arms* 

Thene were befides many other knights and 
iquires firom England, imder the banners of the 
duke of Lancader and fir John Chandos: among 
whom were fir William Beauchamp fon to the eari 
pf Warwick, fir Ralph Camois, fir Walter Urlwck, 
firTbomasdeDemery, fir John GrandifonafirJohm 
Draper, fir John du Pr^, fir Aimery de Rochechou** 
art, fir Gaiilard de la Motte, and upwards of two 
hundred other knights whom I am not able to 
.pame. 

TsQ fajr the truth, fir Bertrand du Guefclin, the 
9ial|(h{d d'Audregben, le begue de Villaines, the 
loi:d9 ^d'A^toing aiid de Brifiieil, fir Gatwain de 
3aiUeul, fir John de Sergettes, le.begue de Viilieite^ 
TAIlema^d de ;St. V^juuit^ and the good knighu 



* Gomez GaUz* Gomez Cari^lo di <^ntaQa.-«-i)iAi</ 
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viho werethtee fix)m France, acquitted themfelves 
ihdft valitotly:* truly, had the Spaniards as well 
parfonried' their parts, ^he Englifli and Gafdons 
would hiiAre fuiBF4^e4 riiore than they did, 

Thofe wh.(J^ere near king Henry (fid their duty 
like men ; for -he had before entreated of them to 
behave courageOufly. He hiinfelf fet the example, 
and performed fuch valorous afts as gave courage 
to all amind him. He advanced before thofe who 
were beginning to give way and fly, calling to them ; 

• My loTife, I am your king. You haVe placed me 
upon the throne of Caftille, and have fwom that 
you would die fponer than forfake me. For the 
love of God preferve your oaths facred which you 
have fwom to me, and behave yourfelves hand^ 
fomely in my caufe. I will acquit myfelf towards 
you, for I will not fly one ftep as long as I fiiall fee 
you combating by my fide.' 

By thefe words, or others of a fimilar tendency^ 
did king Henry thrice bring back his men to the 
<:ombat. He himfelf behaved fo valiantly, that he 
ought to be much honoured and refpefted. This 
battle was fought with great perils : many were 
flain, wounded and put to flight. 

• The Spaniflfi commonalty made ufe of flings, to 
trhich they were accuftomed, and from which they 
threw large ftones which at firft much annoyed the 
£ngli{h : but when their firft jCaft was over, and 
they felt the (harpnefs of the Englifli arrows, tiey 
kept jip longer any order, . 

■■ King H^nry had in his battalion a large number 
of good men at arms, as well from Spain as from 

Lifbon, 
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JJfbcn^ An^stgon md Poitagali who acquitted &em- 
/elrei wceedingty weli^ aod did not give , up &> 
^afily, but fought yery courageoufl^' with Iwces^ 
guifarmes *, pikes and fwords. He had alTo upott 
his two wiags bodies tof lanceoien^ iBounted on e:$ 
cellent courTersy who kept up the courage of hi3 (&* 
viQon; for wheft they law any part ^f it likely 1K^ 
be broken, or willing to give way, they gaUp]idd:itp 
to them^ tand drove them back. The Engbfli and 
GafcoQs had' not much advantage here, but what 
they gained fkx>m their experience and by dint of 
deeds of prowefs and vigour. The prince had ia^ 
deed with ' him the flower of chivalry, and there 
^ere under him the ^oijt renowned combatants in 
the whole worlds 

A little to the right of the battalion of the prince 
v^as the king of Majorca and his company, who 
fought vigprouily, and exerted themfehres to the 
bed of their pow^* On the other hand was don 
Martin 4e fat Carra, who repre&nted the lung of 
Navarre, and did his duty well. 

Z cannot particularife all ^t wene deferving of 
nodoe ; but the prince had in his divifitm many 
well famed knights from England and Gafcony, 
namely, fir Richard de Pontchardon^ fir Thomas 
Defpencer, fir Thomas Holland, iir ^ele Loring, 
(ir Hugh and fur Philip Courtenay, fir John Combes, 



♦ Gwlfarixies, — 'a kind of (offenfive) Jong handle4 and 
longheaded weapon, or (as the Span iih v^rwia J a ftaflPthat 
hath within it two long pikes, which with a fhoot, or tlirun: 
j^rward| came fQfth/-*CoTCRAT€^sf ZfiXonary. 
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fir Nicholas Bond, fir Thomiis Combe^^) ami fevera! 
others, filch as the fen^fchal of Saintonge, fir Bald- 
win de Franville, the high ftefwards of Boordeaux, 
of la Rochelle, of Poitou, of Aargouldme, of 
Rouergue, of Limoufin, of Perigord, fir Louis de 
Mamel, fir Raymond d'Ondueil and ntiany more. 
All thefe you muft know, fought in eamefl^as 
indeed they had need to do ; for the Spaniards and 
CafUlIians were near one hundred thou&nd men in 
arms, fo that their great numbers kq>t up their 
courage : there could not but be among them many 
who fought well and did their utmoft. 

The king don Pedro was much heated, and very 
anxious to meet his brother the baftard : he gal- 
loped about, calling out, * Where is this fon of 
a whore who calls hinjfelf king of Caftille ?* 

King Henry was engaged in another part of the 
field, where he fought manfully, and kept up the 
courage of his men as well as he could by his 
fpeeches to them : he faid, ^ My good people, 
you have made me your king, and have crowned 
me : help me to defend the inheritance which you 
have given to me/ By fuch words as thefe, which 
be every now and then addrefied to them, many 
were fo bold and valorous that for their honor they ' 
fell on the fpot, difdaining to fly. 

The divifion on the fide of the Spaniards which 
behaved the beft, and was alfo the beft fought 
with, was that commanded by fir Bertrand du 
Guefclin ; for there were on both fides true men zX 
arms, who exerted themfelves to the utmoil of their 
abilities. Many |^ant deeds were performed by 
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diem* Sir John Chandos diftmguifhed himfelf par« 
ticularly. He governed, that day, the duke of 
Lancafter, in the fame manner he had done the 
prince of Wales at the battle of Poitiers ; for which 
he was exceedingly praifed and honored, as was in* 
deed but juft : when fuch a valiant and good knight 
thus acquits himfelf toward his lords, he is worthy 
of honor and rdped. Sir John therefore, duxiiq^ 
the day, never thought of making iany prifoneis 
with his own hand, but was folely occupied ia 
fighting and pufliing forward. 

However, many good knights and fquires from 
Arragon, France and Brittany, were made prifoners 
by his peoj^e, and under his banner : particularly fir 
Bertrand du Gbefclin, fir Arnold d'Andreghen, 
the begue de Villaines, upth upwards of fixty 
knights ; confequently the battalion of fir Bertrand 
was difcomfited. All thofe who had come thither 
from France and Arragon were either flain or 
taken. 

Among the flain was the b^gue de Villiersw The 
lord d'Antoing in Hainault, the lord de Brefueil, fir 
Gauvain de Bailleul, fir John de Bergettes, fir T AI« 
lemand de St. Venant, with many others, were 
made prifoners. 

Upon this, the banners and pennons, that is to 
fay, the banner of the duke of Lancafter, the ban* 
' ner of fir John Chandos, the banner of the two 
marfhals, and the pennon of St. George and others, 
returned' toward the divifion which was commanded 
by king Henry, (houting out, * St. George, for 
Guiemv^ V Upon this, the Spaniards and thofe who 
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fi^>port6d them were repuUedl Oa one fide^ was 
feen the captal de Buch and the lord de Clift»i 
inanfully engaged : on another, fir Euftace d'Am* 
fereticourt, fir Hugh Calverley^ the fouldich de 
PEftrade and fir John Devereux (hewed themfelves 
good knights^ 

The prince flione pre-eminently : he proved his 
noble birth, and the gallantry of his knighthood, by 
his eagemeis to feek his eaemies, and bravely fights 
jag mth them. 

On the other hand, king Henry acqmtted himfelf 
light valiantly in every fituation ; he more !tfcan 
t>nce rallied his men to the-ttombat ; '£afr. whta they 
iaw don Tello take. flighty accbmpaiued by two 
thoufand men, they began to be cafl down, and the 
greater part of them were fo much frightened, that 
they were willing to follow his exiunple ; but king 
fienry galloping up to the foremoft, faid ; ' My 
good lords, what are ypu doing ? why would yoi^ 
thus feek to abandon and betray me ? you who have 
chofen me for yoiir king, and placed the crown of 
CaAille upon my bead, giving me the inheritance of 
{t f Return back, and help me to guards defend 
and maintain it: remain fteady near to me, for, 
through God's grace the day ihall ftill be ours/ 
By fuch fpeeehes as thefe, he encoun^ed many, 
Vnd caufed them to fight boldly : they could not for 
fhame fly, when they faw their king and lord aft 
himfelf fo vigorouJiy in the combat, and addrefs fuch 
friendly words to them. More than fifteen hundred 
perfons loft their lives by this management, who 
would otherwife have been faved by taking advan- 
tage 
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tage Off a fiivorable bpportuiuty^ if U had not been 
for tjieir love of the king. 

After the defeat of the battalion of fir Bertraiid 
du GuefcUn and the marlhal d* Andreghesi^ whea 
all the diviiions of the prince were fprmed into one 
large body, the Spaniards could no longer keep 
their ground, but began to fly in great diforder, 
much frightened, towards the town of Najara *, 
and to crofs the river, which runs by it : in fpite of 
every thing king Henry could feyt they would not 
irally nor return to the fight. 

When king Henry perceived that his army wa3 
totally defeated, without hopes of recovery, he 
called for hm horfe, mounted it, and galloped 
among the crowd of runaways, but was careful not 
to take the road either to Najara or to the river: 
for he wifhed not to be furrounded ; he followed 
another road, to avoid every danger ; in which h^ 
aded wifely, as he was fully aware, that if he fhould 
be made prifoner, he would be flain without mercy# 

The Englifli and Gafcons now mounted their 
horfes, and went in purfuit of the Spaniards; who 
were flying in difipay, as &r as Najanu There was 
much flaughter and efFufion of blood at the entrance 



* D. Sauvage will have it Nayarete ; but I think it mud 
be Najara« for they would never run away towards Navaretc, 
but on the contrary towards their own homes. The battle 
was fought between Najara and Navarete. A river runs by 
Najara, none by Navarete. The £bro is not far diftant ; but, 
if they had croiTed that river, there would have been mention 
made of Logrono : and beCdesy tl^ey would then have been 
in an enemy's country* 
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of the bridge : many weite killed and drowned : for 
great numbers leaped into the river, which was both 
n id and deep, prefairing the being drowned to 
bekig murdered. 

In this flight, there were two valiant men of Spam^, 
knights at arms, who wore, however, the dre of 
monks : one was called the grand prior of St. Jago, 
the other the grand mafter of the ord ?r o Calatrava ; 
they and their attendants threw themfelves for lafety 
mto the town of N?\jara, but were fo fclofely purfued 
by the Englifh and Gafcons, who were at their 
heds, that they won the bridge with great Daughter, 
and entered the town with them* They took 
poffeflioii of a ftrong houfe which was well built 
xwth worked ftqne: but this was foon gained, the 
knights taken, many of their people killed, and the 
whole town ptiaged. The Englilh and Gafcona 
gained confiderabie riches : they went to the lodgings 
of king Henry and the other Spanifh lords where 
the firft comers feund quantities of plate and jewels } 
for king Henry and his army had come thither with 
much fplendor^ and after the defeat had not leifur^ 
to return to place in fecurity what they -had left be- 
hind them in the monung. 

The defeat w^s very complete and dreadful^ 
efpecially upon the banks of this river, where num« 
bers were flain. Some faid, as I have heard froni 
thofe who were th^re, that the river below Najara. 
was tinged with the blood of men and horfes ther^ 
killed. This battle was fought between Najara and 
Navarete, in Spain, on Saturday the 3d djiy of 
April, in the year of our Lord 1367* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. CCXL. 

ALL CASTILLE) AFTER THE BATTLE OF KA- 
VARSTE, ACKNOWLEDGE DON PEDRO.— «S 
9R0TRACT8 THE STAY OF THE PRINCE OF 
WALES AT VALLADOLID9 WHILST HE SEEKt 
FOR MONEY TO PAY THE ARMY* 

^FTER this defeat at the battle of Navarete, 
which was completed before noon, the prince 
of Wales ordered his banner to be fixed in a bufh, 
on a fmall eminence, as a rallying point for his men, 
on thar return from the pnrfuit Of the enemy. The 
duke of Lancafter, fir John Chandos, the lord de 
CU&n, the captal de Bucfa, the earl of Armagnac, 
the lord d' Albret and the other barons came thither : 
thdr banners were difplayed to aflemUe their men^ 
who formed themfelves under them as they returned. 

The lord James, king of Majorca, was there, 
WiA his banner before him: fais men collefled 
themfelves under it. A little higher, was don 
Martin de la Carra, with the banner of his lord, the 
king of Navarre. In fimilar order, were all the 
other earls and barons drawn up ; fo that it wais a 
beautiful fight to look on and c6ntemplate. 

The king, don Pedro, came thither in a great 
heat from the purfuit, mounted upon a Mack 
courfer, with his banner, emblazoned with the arms 
of €a(lille, borne before him: he difmoiinted as 
foon as he perceived the banner of the prince, and 
advanced towards it. When the prince faw him 
coming, he haftened, out of refpeft, to meet him. 
Don Pedro would have caft himfelf on his knees, to 
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return thanks to the prince, but he would not fuffef 
it) and took him foy the hand : upon which, don 
Pedro faid ; ^ Dear and fair couiin, I owe you many 
thanks and j^raifes for the happy erent (^ this day, 
which I have gained through your ii^eans/ The 
prince replied ; * Sir, render your thanks to God ; 
for to him alone belongs the praife : die victory 
comes from him, and not from me/ 

The lords of the council of the prince were now 
a0embled, and converfed on different matters. The 
prince renudned there fo long that all his men were 
returned from the purfuit, when he ordereii four 
knights, with as many heralds, to fearch die field 
of battle, and fee what men of rank bad been killed ; 
and alfo to know &>r truth what was become of 
king Henry, called the Baftard, if he were among 
the d^ or not, for at that dme they knew nodiing 
certain about him. After having given thefe orders, 
the prince - a^d his barons defcended towards ihe 
quarters of king Henry and the Spaniards; The 
ajany, •according to orders, fpread itfelf abroad 
among the tents of the enemy» where they found 
plenty of every fort of proviii<», from the want <rf 
which they had fo lately fufiered. They made 
themfelves very comfortable, and fupped with 
grj?at joy* After fupper, the knights and heralds 
V^hf) had been fent to examine the field of battle, 
returned, and reported from the account they had 
taken, that only five hundred and fixty men at arms^ 
, lay dead ; t)iat they had not found die body of king 
H^ry, which was difpleafing informadon to doH 
Pedro* Among the dead, they had only found four 
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knigfats of thelt p^Mf ; tw(5 of whom were Gai^^cnl^ 
one a Gilrdiaft, Ifod the other an EngHfiimati. But 
cf the <!oiiifncttullty the]^ &id there were jAx)ut fevefl 
thoii&ndfiVe'hundt^deGKfi, without countrng thofe 
dfotmed, tiie numbers of whom they were ignoratif 
of ;< and of their e^wn patty about forrf commM 
mefk. ■'■• -' i^ '" ■;'"t ' '. 

They^f^fed thi^tfelvk'tthi!? i3aturday night at 
their eafe : they were well enabled to doTo, from 
the great plenty of provifion and wine which they 
had met wifil. Thsj remained there the whole of 
the onfuing day^ which was Pakn-Stttiday, to refreiSi 
then^hre8« 

On that mornings about fix o'clock, when the 
prince was rifen and drefled, he came forth ftotn 
his tient^ and the duke of Lsuicafteri the eail dt 
ArmagnaC) the lord d'Alferet, fir Joita ChandM^ 
the captal de Buch, the lord de PommierviftP 
Oviksard d' Angle, the kitig of iMaJ€|rca, wjih a 
great number of knights* atid fquires advanced to 
pay their refpeds^ to him. So<m afterward, thc^ 
king don Pedro came thither, to whom the prince 
paid every refpeft zpA honor. Don Pedro, havings 
faluted him, laid ; ^ Dear lord and fair €6ufin, P 
entreat and befeech you, as a mkrk of yoiir friend^ 
Ihip, that you will have the kiridn^ft to deliver :iip> 
to me the traitors of my country, -efpeciaHy my 
brother Sancho the baftard, and the others^ -that t 
may cut off their head© j for they have done trie 
much injury.' * ' * . '\ f. .4 

The prince of Wafes, iaft^r having confidere^ 
for a momeht the requ^t which don l^eiro hbd^j^ib^ 

made 
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made him, anfwored; *Sir king) I hive aUb 1 
requeft to make you ; and I beg of yoUf in the name 
of our fiioidfhip and cgnnedion, diat you will not 
deny it to me/ Don Pedro, who could nfv^ him 
nothing, mod cheerfolly aflented, faykig ; ^ My lord 
and fair coufin, whatever I have is yours** Upon 
which, the prince replied ; ^ Sir king, I entreat and 
beg of you to pardon all the ill which your rebellious 
fubje£t8 have done againft you. You will <k> an a£fc 
of kindnefs and generofity, and will by this means 
remain in peace in your kingdom. But I except 
from this aronefty Gomez Garilz ; for I am willing 
that you (hould do with him as beft pleafes you.' 

The king don Pedro granted this favor, though 
much againft his inclination : he dared not refufe it, 
feeling himfelf under fo many obligations : he there- 
ibire anfwered, ^ Fair coufin, I willingly grant your 
requeft.' 

All the Spanifh prifoners who were in the army 
of the prince were fent for, and he gave them up to 
the king don Pedro, thdr lord. The king kiiTed the 
carl don Sancho, his brother, and forgave him all 
his mifdeeds towards him, as well as all the others, 
on condition they would fwear fealty, homage and 
fiervice, and would become his vaflals, and acknow- 
ledge him for their lord. 

This courtefy and much more did the prince to 
dbn Pedro, who but very little remembered thera^ 
as you will fee in the continuation of this hiftory» ^ 
He made alfo very liberal prefents to the barons of 
Spain who had beai ik prifoners. If the king 
QWdi have had them given up to him^i in his rage, he 
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would Infallibly have put them all to death. Gome2 
Garilz was delivered up to him ; for whom he ^ 
woilld not hear of any ranfom, fo much did he hate 
him, but had him beheaded before his eyes^ on the 
outfide of the tent. 

After this, don Pedro mounted on horfeback, at- 
tended by his brother don Sancho, and all thofe 
who were again become his fubje^, with the two 
marflials of the prince, fir Guifcard d' Angle and fir 
Stephen Coflington, and upwards of five hundred 
men at arms : they fet out from the army of the 
prince, and rode towards Burgos, where they arrived 
on the Monday morning. 

The inhabitants of Burgos, who had been in- 
formed of the defeat of king Henry, had neither the 
will nor inclination to Ihut themfelves up in the 
town, to hold out againft their prince. * The richeft 
and principal perfons of the city went out of the 
gates, to prefent the keys to don Pedro, whom, 
after acknowledging for their lord, they condu6:ed 
with all his company, in great pomp and folemnity^ 
into the city of Burgos. 

The prince remained all Sunday, in his newly 
acquired quarters. On the Monday, after vefpers, 
he and his army decamped, and marched to Vil- 
lorado, * where he halted until the Wednefday 
following, when he marched to Burgos. The 
prince entered the town in great parade. With 
him were the duke of Lancailer, the earl of 
Armagnac, and others of the principal lords. The 
army encamped in the plains without the town, 
in which there was not room to quarter them 
comfortably. 
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The prince vifited his army every day during its 
encampment on the plain ; for his tent was there 
pitched, and he gaye judgment concerning arms 
and ^11 things thereunto belonging : he there kept 
the field and wager of battle j (o that one may 
truly fay, all Spain was for fome tlays under his 
command. 

The prince of Wales and the king don Pedrd 
celebrated the feftival of Eafter in the city of 
Burgos, where they tarried upwards of three weeks* 
On E^er-day, the deputies from Afturias, Toledo, 
L€bn, Cordova, Gallicia, Seville, and from all the 
other provinces and towns dependent on the crowii 
of Caftille, came to Burgos, to do homage to don 
?edro. That loyal knight of Caftille, don Fer- 
dinand de Caftro, cam^ aHb thither to pay his 
refpefts, whom they handfomely entertained^ and 
were Very happy in feeing. 

When the king don Pedro had refided ift Bul*^ 
^ther more^ than the time I have mentioned, ^md 
had learnt frdni exaft information that the Ir^beBidft 
was at an end, all -having returned to their ri* 
legiance, the prince of Wal^ iti order to iktfefy his 
affny, and to adt conformably to what was beeoin** 
ing him, faid to the king ; * Sir king, you &re noiXFy 
thanks to God, king and lord over your country : 
ail rebellion and oppofitioii to you are at ati end : 
we therefore remain here at fuch very great exp^e 
that I muft defire you will provide yburfelf with 
money fufEcient to pay thofe who have replaced 
you in your kingdom, and that you noW fulfil fell 
the articles of the treaties whigh you have fworn and 
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ifeaie(i 'to perform i ^ fiiall feel tottrfelVeS dlDliged 
by your fo doing, arid as fpeedily as it may be 
^oflible, which will be the mxire profitable to yony 
feiryou ktxow that men at arms \viH li^e^ and, IF 
they be not paid^ will help themfelVes. ; 

The king don Pedro replied a3 follows : * Sit 
tcotifin, we will pun£hially perform, a^ far as fliaH 
be in our loyal power, whatever we have ptotnifed 
mid IWorn to : but at this moment ^e have no 
money : we will therefore fet out for Seville ind ij^ 
tettlircms, and wfll there cofteA a Itiffici'ency tb 
fatisfy every oiie. If you >vili march to Valladolid, 
which is a fertile trountry, we will rettim to yoti a^ 
Ibott as it ihall be in our power j but at the lateft by 
WBtfumide/ 

Thfe anfwer ^as agreeable to the prince a»id Ws 
ttouncil. The king don Pedro left the. prince 
Sibruptly, and v/ent to Seville, with the intention of 
prbcuting money* The prince marched to t^aU 
htdoKd, ' where he fixed his quarters. The army 
ivas ipread over the country about that town, iin 
brder to find provifion for themfelves and hdrfes } 
*they continued there with little profit to the peaiknts, 
for the ccfinpariies could not refrain from pillaging* 

News .was immediately carried through France^ 
England, Germany and other cottntrids, that the 
prince of Wales had defeated king Henry (who was 
hiinfelf either taken, drowned or flain) with upwards 
of a hundred thoufand men, in a regular battle. 
The prince was therefore the more honored and re- 
nowned for it wherever true knighthood and deeds 
of enterprife were efteemed, particularly in the em- 
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pire of Germany and in England. The German^i 
Flemings and Engliih declared the prince of Wales^ 
was the mirror of knighthood, and that fuch a 
prince was worthy of governing the whole world, 
who, by perfonal prowefs, had gained three glorious 
viftories : the firil at Crecy in Ponthieu, the fecond 
at Poitiers ten years afterwards, and the third in 
Spain at Najanu 

The citizens of London made fokmn fliows, 
triumphs and feafts, for this vi&ory ;.fuch as were 
formerly done in honor of their kings who had 
taken a town or defeated their enemies. 

But in France, there was much lamentation for 
the knights of that kingdom, who had been either 
llain or made prifoners ; more efpedally for fir 
Bertrand du Guefclin, fir Arnold d' Andregben and 
feveral others, who, however, were courteoully 
treated, and fome immediately fet at liberty on 
their ranfom. Sir Bertrand had not his freedom (a 
foon ; for fir John Chaitdos, whofe prifoner he was, 
being unwilling to confent to it, fir Bertrand wa$ 
not over preffing on the fubjefl:. 

We will now fpeak a little . of king Henry, wha( 
became of him after his flight from the battle, and 
then return to the prince of Wales and king doa 
Pedro of CaftillQ. 
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CHAP. CCXLI. 

XlKG HBKRY OF CASTILLEy HAVING ESCAPED 
FROM THE BATTLE OF NAJARA, MAKES WAR 
UPON ACQUITAINB.— THE PRINCE OF WALES 
LiSAVES SPAIN, DISCONTENTED WJTH THU 
KING DON PEDRO. 

JT ING Henry, as has been before related, efcaped 
the bed way he could, and, leaving his enemies! 
behind him, conduced his wife and children as 
quickly as he was able to the city of Valencia^ 
where the king of Arragon refided, who was his 
godfather and friend : to him he related the ill fuc- 
cefs of the battle. Upon confidering the ftate of 
his affairs, he determined to make a longer journey, 
and viiit the duke of Anjou, who was then at 
Montpellier, to tell him his misfortunes. 

The king of Arragon approved of thfe plan, an4 
confeuted to his leaving him, becaufe the duke was 
an enemy to the prince of Wales, who was his too 
near neighbour. 

King Henry then departed from the king of 
Arragon, leaving his wife and children in the city of 
Valencia. Purfuing his journey, he paffed through 
JTarbonne, which is the firft city of the realm of 
France on that fide; then through Beziers, slnd 
that country, until he arrived at Montpellier, where 
he found the duke of Anjou, who loved him much, 
and as cordially hated the Englifc, though he was 
:^ot at war with them. 
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The duke, who had before heard of his ill fortuHe, 
received king Henry in the handfomeft manner j^ 
and comforted him by every means in his power. 
He remained with him fome time, and then fet out 
for Avignon, to vifit pope Urban V. who was 
fibout to depart for Rome, which he Ihortly after- 
wards did, ' King Henry then returned to Mpnt- 
pellier, to the duke of Anjou, when fome treaties 
were entered into between them. It was related to 
pe, by thofe who at the time thought themfelves 
w^U informed of what was going on, (and there kf 
eyery appearance from enfuing circumftances that it 
leas true,) that king Hei^ry bought or borrowed of 
duke of Anjoujp. a caftle fituated near Tou1qu&, 
\tpon the borders of the principality j which caftle 
ipicas called Roxjuenu^ure '^t 

"' ' He. 



^ * Roquemaure. From all the fearches i have siade^ 
Froifrart feems to hav« been mifinformed as to tEe eaftle 

* - • ■ 

ilmg Heury retired to from MontpeHicr, ' 

'Henry and the duke of Anjou went togeth^ to 
Avignon. On their return, they entered Into a treaty, as 
^ell ^gainft don Pedro as the EngUfh : but tbiB was kegt 
fierce. Henry then retired to iis comte de Ctff^non, in the 
<liocefe of S. Pons and of Beziers. 

^ Being ciirtrefled for money, he fold this cotnjty> with the 

call Its of Ceff6non, of Servian, Thefan, &c. to the k'mg of 

France, for the fum of 27,000 gold francs. 

* Henry gave a receipt for this fum, 27th July, and thc^ 

went witlh his family to refide at; the caftle of Pierre Pcrtufc. 

whtrp he had reflect on coming fro^n Spain.* 
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. He there affembled fome of tlie free COTipanjes, 
fuch as Bretons and others, who had not followed^ 
the prince into Spain : they amounted, at this cpnir 
Qiencement, to three hundred. 

News was immediately difpatched to the princeft 
of Wales, who had remained at Bourdeaux, that; 
king Henry was feeking for aififtance, and making 
preparations on all fides, to wage war upon th^ 
principality and the duchy of Guieni^e^ She ws^ 
9iuch aftonifhed on hearing it ; but, fince he was 
upon the ^^territories belonging to the crown of 
France, £he fent fpecial ambalTadors to the king of 
France, to entreat that he would not fuffer the 
baftard of Spain to make war upon her, . nor tQ 
have any fupport from France to cwry fuch defigns; 
into effeA, for too ferious evils would arife froni it* 

The king of France immediately affe?ited to the 
I'equeft of the princefs : he fent meOeng^rs in haflQ 
to the baftard Henry (who ftill remained in the 
^^ftle of Roquemaure, near to Montauban, and 
vho had already begun to make war upon Acqui* 
taine and the territories of the prince), commanding 
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This caftle of Pierre Pertufe I believe to be the cadle 
which Froi/Tart calls Roquemaure. It was demoli(hed by ^ 
Louis XIV. after the peace of Nimeguen, who built the ^iJj^^ 
caftle of Bellegarde on its ruips. It is a very (trong iltuationii 
commanding the Col de Pertus. Rouflillon at th^t time 
Vas attached to the crown of Arragon. 

There is' a town called Roquemaure in Upper Languedoc, 
near to and fn the diocefc of Montaliban, fo that Froiflkrt , 
may beVight, notwithftanding what the hiftorian of Langue- 
doc fays, which I have juft quoted. 
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him, as he wasra refident in his kingdom, net to 
wage war on the principality of his dear nephew the 
prince of Wales and of Acquitaine. To give greater 
weight to thefe orders, and as an example for his 
fubjefts not to form any alliance with the baftard 
Henry, he fent the young earl of Auxerre to prifdn 
in the caftle of the Louvre in Paris, becaufe he had 
entered into treaties with king Henry, and as it was. 
laid, was to join him with a large body of men at 
arms : the king of France made him give up this 
expedition, and diffolve the connexion. 
' King Henry paid obedience to the orders of the 
king of France, as it was natural he fhould : but for 
all this he did not think the lefs of his attempt. He 
departed from the caftle of Roquemaure, with 
about four hundred Bretons, having for his allies 
the following knights and fquires : fir Arnold de 
Limoufin, fir Geoffry Ricons, fir Pons de Laconet, 
Silvefter Budes, Aliot de Calais* and Alain de 
St. Pol. Thefe men at arms, Bretons as well as 
others, advanced into the territories of the prince, 
and galloping boldly through the mountains, en- 
tered the principality by Bigorre, and took by 
efcalade a town called Bagnieres f. 

They repaired and fortified it very ftrongly; 
whence they made irruptions on the territories of 
the prince, to which they did much mifchief. But 
the princefs fent after them fir James Audley, who 
had remained in Acquitaine, as goveriior to guard 

* Barnes calJs him Eliot du Carhais. 

f Bagnicres,— -a town of Bigorre, diocefe of Tarbcs. 
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the country. Notwithftanding this, king Henry 
and the Bretons did a great deal of damage } for his 
army was continually increafing. 

We will now return to the prince of Wales and 
his army, who had been encamped at Valladolid 
and its environs, waiting for the return of don 
Pedro. 

The prince had continued at Valladolid until 
after the feaft of St. John the Baptift, expefting don 
Pedro, who did not return, nor could he learn any 
certain tidings of him. He became very melancholy, 
and aflembled his coimcil, that they might deliberate 
what was bed to be done. The council advifed die 
prince to fend two or three knights to remonftrate 
with the king on his fituation, and to demand the 
reafon why he did not keep to the agreement he had 
made, nor return the day he had himfelf appointed. 

Sir Nele Loring, fir Richard Pontchardon and 
fir Thomas Banafter were ordered to make them- 
felves ready to wait on don Pedro. Thefe knights 
of the prince fet out immediately, and rode on until 
they came to the city of Seville, where don Pedro 
was, who in outward appearance, received them 
with great joy. ^ 

The knights delivered their meflage pun&ually 
and literally, as they had been ordered by the prince. 
The king don Pedro replied, and by way of ex* 
cufing himfelf, faid ; * It is, my lords, very diCr 
pleafing moft certainly to us, that we have not 
been able to perform what we had covenanted to 
do with our coufm the prince. We have remon- 
ftrated ourfelves, and made others do fo with our 

fub- 
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fubjefts, frequently on. this bufinefs ; but our peo* 
pie exciife tbemfelves, and fay they cannot colled 
any money as long as the free companies remain in 
the country ; for they have already killed three or 
Jour of our treafurers, who were carrying fums of 
money towards the prince our coufm^ You will 
therefore tell him from us, that we entreat he will 
have the goodnefs to fend out of our kingdom thefe . 
"wicked companies, and that he will leave with us 
feme of his knights, to whom, in his name^ we will 
pay fuch fums of money as he demands, aud whkh 
we hold ourfelvcs obliged and bound to pay him.* 

This was all the anfwer the knights could c^tain* 
Tfcey took leave of don Pedro, and returned to the 
piince at Valladolid ; to whom, and to his council, 
they related all they had feen or heard. This an- 
fwer mz^ the prince more melancholy than befoce^ 
becaufe he clearly found that, though the kilig don 
I^dro entered into agreements, he put oS the ful- 
filHqg of them. 

Duiing the ftay the prince made at ValladoHd, 
which was upwards of four of the hotteft months^ 
the king of Majorca was confined to his bed, 
through fickncfs; at which the prince and the 
0ther lord? were very much concerned. 

At this place, fir Arnold d'Andregheii, and I^ 
bigue de Villaines, with feveral knights, of France 
and Brittany, who had been made prifo^ers, were 
ranfomed, or exchanged, for fir Thomas Felton, fir 
Richard Caufton, fir Hugh Haftings and; others, 
Bui fir Bertrand du Guefclin remained ftill in the 
powev of the prince, fw he was not ra^ifomed io 
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jToon, The Englifli and the council of. the prince 
thought, that if he obtained his liberty, he would^ 
immediately join the baftard Henry, and carry on 
the war with frelh vigour. The prince had heard 
that Henry had entered Bigorre, had taken 
Bagnieres, and was wailing his prinppality : on 
which account, he was not in any hafle to grant fir 
Bertrand his liberty. 

When the prince of Wales had confidered the 

anfwer of don Pedro, he was more difturbed than 

ever, and ordered his council to give hin^ their 

opipions on it.^ His people, who were anxious tp 

return, (for the air and heat of Spain had been very 

hurtful to their health ; even the prince himfelf 

was unwell, and in low fpirits;) recommended 91 

retreat, and declared that don Pedro had (hamer 

fully and diihonourably failed in his engagements. 

, . Orders were immediately given for the return of 

the army. When they were on the eve of their 

departure, the prince fent fir Hugh Courtenay and 

fir John Chandos to inform the king of Majorca of 

the r^afons why he w^^s about to quit Spain ; and 

ths^t he (hould be very much concerned to leave 

|iii9 behind, in cafe he wifhed to return. The king 

of Majorca replied to the knights ; * I give my lord 

the prince, our brother foldier, my beft thanks ; 

but for the prefent I cannot ride, nor, until Go4 

pleaf?, can I raife my foot to the ftirrup.' Th$ 

knights anfwered, by inquiring if he wiflied the 

prince fliould leave behind fome men at arms, 

as a guard for him, and to condud): him when he 

ihould be in a fituation to mount on horfeback f 
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The kingfaid, * By no means, for it is uncertain 
how long I may be forced to remain here/ 

Upon this, the knights took leave of the king;> 
land returned to the prince ; to whom they related 
ygrhat had paffed, with the anfwers of the king of 
Majorca. He replied, * Be it fo then/ The prince 
and his whole army now began their march towards 
a good city called Madrigay *, where he ftaid a 
fliort time. He then advanced to a valley called de 
Foiriet, upon the borders of Spain, Arragpn and 
Navarre, where he and his army remained upwards 
of a month : for fome of the paffes on the boi-ders 
of Arragon were (hut againft him ; and it was re- 
ported in the army, that the king of Navarre (who 
had lately come out of prifon) had compromifed hiff 
quarrel with the baftard of Spain and the king of 
Art'agon, and had engaged to cut off the retreat of 
the prince through his dominions. However, as it 
appeared afterwards, there was no truth in this re- 
port : neverthelefs, it was fufpefted, becaufe he was 
in his kingdom, and had not waited on the prince. 

While the prince remained in this fituation, he 
fent negotiators to an appointed plac6 between 
Spain and Arragon, where they met others from 
the king of Arragon, with whom they had long 
conferences for feveral days : at laft, it was finally 
agreed, that the king of Arragon (hould open his 
country for the peaceable return of the prince and 



• Madrigay. Agreda.— Co//iw' Hi/i. cfthi Black Prince. 

f Foirie. VuJe of Sona, between Arragon and S^ain.— 
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his army *: through which they were td pafs, with- 
out doing any violence or moleftation, and paying 
courteoufly for whatever they ftiould want. 

The king of Navarre, when he found that a 
treaty had been entered into with the king of Arra- 
gon, came to meet the prince, attended by dom 
Martin de la Carra. He paid hun every refpeft 
and honor, handfomely offering a palfage through 
his dominions, for himfelf, his brother the duke of 
Lancafter, as well as for feveral barons and knights 
of England and of Gafcony ; but he was anxious 
that the free companies ihould take any other road 
than through Navarre, 

The prince and the lords, who knew that thdup 
march would be much ihortened by going through 
Navarre, were not willing to renounce fuch a 
favor : they therefore greatly thanked the king for 
his offer : and the prince managed him to well thai: 
he obtained the fame permiffion for the companies 
as for the reft of his army, adliring the king, upon 
his word and oath, that they fhould pafs fo peace« 
ably, and pay fo well for what they might want, 
that he would be fatisfied with them. 

The prince therefore, and his men at arms, 
quitted the kingdom of Caftille, on their return, 
marching as quietly a^ they could through Na- 
varre. The prince was attended by the king of 
Navarre and don Martin de la Carra, as far as 
Roncevaux; whence he continued his march tp 
Bayonne, where he was received with great joy. He 
remained there four days, to repofe and recruit 
himfelf. When he approached Bourdeaux, he was 

received 
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received with great folemnity : the princefs of 
Wales came out to meet him, accompanied with hei* 
eldeft fon, Edward, who was then about three year^ 
bid. 

He there difbanded his army : the men at armi 
departed diflPerent ways :" the lords, barons, ahd 
knights of Gafcony, to their caftles ; the knights of 
England to their governments, or high fteward- 
fhips ; and the free companies, as they returned, re* 
inained in the principality, waiting for payment. 
The prince, who thought himfelf much obliged to 
them, was defirous of fatisfying them as far as waS 
in his power, and as foon as money could be raifed; 
He faid, that * although don Pedro had not kept 
his engagements, it was not becoming him to aft in 
like manner to thofe who had fo well ferved him/ 
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CHAP. CCXLII. 

AFlTER THfe RlTUk:N 6^ YHE PRIKOE TO ACQtJI- 
TAINE, HENRY KING OF CASTILLE LEAVES 
BAGNIERS IN BIGO^RE, AND RETIREES lH> THE 
KINtJbOM OF ARRAGOt^.-^SlR BERTRANb 1»U 
GUESCLI!^ OBTAINS HIS R.ANSOM.— *THE FREl2 
COM^ANI^S OF THE PRINCE ENTER THE ItlNO^^ 
iPOM OF FRANCE.— -SOME OF THE GREAT BAR^lWt' 

> 

OF ACQUITAINE COMPUVIN TO KING CHAKLfc* 
OF FRANCE OF A CERTAIN TAX, CALLED 
FOUAGE*, WHICH THE PRINCE WAS. ABOUT 
TO JUAY ON THEIR LANDS. 

AS foon as king Henry who had remsujfted in the 

gatrifon of Bagni^rs for a confideiaUte time, 

heard of the prince's return from Spain into the% 

principality, he fet out, accompanied by all his mea. 

ar 



* Fouage, — * a yearly tax levied in oJd time, by fupreirte 
lords, upon every chimney or houfe fire kept within their 
dominions. In Charles V's time, it was four livres toUrtio?^. 
Since that lime, ia tnoft places the tailles have been intro** 
duccd in lieu thereof. 

* The tailles were originally only allowed in four cafes i 
flOUv^elle chivalerie, marriage des filles, voyage d'outre mcr j' 
^t captivite. 

* Charles VI T. made them ordinary. All gentlemen, oj^ 
fuch of a gentlemanly profeflion, are^excmpted froAi them'.* 
— C o T G KAY E ' s DlSionary — Fouage-^ TaWe. 

'The taille was levied on gOods, moveaWe and immbve- 
able.^ It amounted to the tenth part of the revenues. A 
falfe declaration occafioned the confifcationof the overplus. 
(Beaumallorr, chap. L.) When the kings impofed th<j taiJle 

on 
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at armSy Bretons and companions towards the king 
of Arragon, who had much affeflion for him, and 
who received him with great joy. He pafled there 
the whole winter : when new treaties were entered 
into between them, to carry on the war againft don 
Pedro. The Bretons, who were his adh^ents, bad 
already made incurfions into Spain, in the name of 
king Henry : they were commanded by fir Ar^;iold 
de Limoufm, fir Geo£fry Ricons and fir Pons de 
Lakonet, 



on the^fubjedts of their domain, thofe barons who were bound 
to ferve them in their wars laid it on their vaiTals. Accord* 
ing to a regulation of St. Louis, the pariflies eledted thirtj or 
forty men, who from among themfelves chofe twelve that 
were appointed to apportion this tax ; and they fwore on the 
Oofpels, neither to favor nor injure any one through love or 
hatred. Thefe twelve men elected in their turn four who 
iRrere appointed to raife this tax. 

• The Aide was a tax which the principal barons levied in 
money from their vafTals. There were two forts of aides,— • 
• Paide legitime,* which was rigopoufly exacted in certain in- 
ftances> fuch as the ranfom of the lord, the marriage of the 
eldefl: daughter, the knighthood of the fon, the acccflion of 
the prefumptive heir to the ellate. From this aide* the 
clergy were not exempted. 

* The other was called * I'aide gracieux.' It was demand* 
cd as a gift in certain cafes» and depended on the will of the 
inferior. It was granted when the lord went croifading to 
Paleftine> — ^when he himfelf, or his brother, was armed 
knight,— when he married his fifter or younger children,— 
when he built or repaired any caftle,— when he was at war 
for the defence of his lands. This voluntary tax was not 
ibng before it became a forced one.' 

Inlrodu<5llon to M. Levefque's Hift. of France under 
the firft five Valois, voU i, pp. 325* &c. 
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Vfe will now relate )iow fir Benrand dii Guef- 
tlin obtained his liberty. After the prince was r^ 
turned to Acquitaine, his brother the duke of Lan^ 
tafter to England, and all the other barons to their 
different homes, fir Bertrand du Guefclin remained 
|>rironer to the prince and to fir John Chandos ; for 
he could not by any means obtain his ranfom; 
which was highly difpleafmg to king Henry, but 
»he could not remedy it. 

Now it happened (as I haVe been informed) that 
one day, when the prince was in great good humour, 
he called fir Bertrand du Guefclin, and afked him 
how he was. • My lord,* replied fir Bertrand, * I 
Was never better : I cannot otherwife but be well, 
for I am, though in prifon, the mod honoifed knight 

• in the world.* * How fo ?' • rejoined the prince* 

• • They fay in France,' anfwered fir Bertrand, * as 
well as in other countries, that you are fo much 
afraid of me, and have fuch a dread of my gaining 
my liberty, that you dare not fet me free ; and this 
is my reafon for thinking myfelf fo much valued and 
honored.* The prince, on bearing thefe words, 
thought fir Bertrand had fpoken them with much 
good fenfe ; for, in truth, his council were unwilling- 
he fhould have his liberty, until don Pedro had paid 
to the prince and his army the money he had en-^ 
gaged to do : he anfwered, * What, fir Bertrand, 
do you imagine that We keep you a prifoner for fear 
of your prowefs ? By St. George, it is not fo ; for^ . 
my good fir, if you will pay one hundred thoufand 
francs, you (hall be free.* Sir Bertrand was anxious 
for his liberty, and now, having heard upon what 

, tgrms he could obtain it, taking the prince at his 
Vol. III. Z word, 
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V^ord, replied, * My lord, through God^s vXH, 1 
will never pay a lefs fum/ The prince, when he 
heard this^ began to repent of what he had done» 
It is feid, that feme of his council went farther, and 
told him ; * My lord, you have afted very wrong, 
in thus granting him fo eafily his ranfom.' They 
wanted to break through the agreement j but the 
prince, who W2s a good and loyal knight, replied? 
* Since we have granted it, we will keep to it, and 
not a£k any way contrary ; for it would be a (hame^ 
and we (hould be blamed by every one for not 
agreeing to his ranfom, when he has offered to pay 
fo largely for it as one hundred thoufand francs.* 

From the time of this converfation, fir Bertrand 
was taking great pains to feek the money, and was 
fo a£live, that by the affiftance of the king of France 
and the duke of Anjou, who loved him well, he 
paid in lefs than a month the hundred thouland 
francs, and went to the aid of the duke of Anjou, 
with two thoufand combatants, in Provence, where 
the duke was laying fiege to Tarafcon, which held 
out for the queen of Naples. 

At this period *, a treaty of marriage was entered 
into between the lord Lionel, duke of Clarence and 
earl of Ulfter, with the daughter of the lord Galeas 
fovereign of Milan. This young lady was niece to 
the earl of Savoy, being daughter of the lady Blanche 
his fifter. The treaty was fo well conduced on both 



* See Rymer, 1366, 1367, 1368, where the treaty is at 
lengthy and the names of thofe who accompanied the duke 
of Clarence to Milan. 
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iides that it was agreed upon. The duke of Cli^ 
tence came from England, attended by a grea^ 
Aumber of Englifh knights and fquires to France, 
where he was received by the king, the duke of 
Burgundy, the duke of Bourbon, the lord de 
Coucy, and magnificently feafted at Paris* 

He patfed through France, and entered Savoy, 
where the gallant earl received him mofl: honorably, 
at Chamberry: he was handfomely entertained 
there, during three days, by the ladies, both young 
and old. Oil the fourth day, he departed. The 
earl of Savoy conduced him to Milan, where he 
efpoufed his niece, the daughter.of the lord Galeas, 
on the Monday after Trinity, in the year 1368. 
We will now return to the affairs of France. 

You have before heard of the expedition which 
the prince of Wales made into Spain ; how he had 
left it, difcontented with the conduQ: of don Pedro, 
and was returned to Acquitaiile. 

When he arrived at Bourdeaux, he was followed 
by all the men at arms ; for they were unwilling to 
remain in Spain longer, becaufe they could not ob- 
tain their pay from don Pedro, according to the en- 
gagements he had entered into with them. At the 
time of their return, the prince had not been able 
to coUefl money fufEcieitt for them as fpeedily as 
he could have wiflied ; for it was wonderful to 
imagine how much this expedition had impoveriflied 
and drained him : for which reafon, thofe men kept 
their quarters in Acquitaine, and could not be pre« 
vented from doing mifcHief, as they were upwards of 
fix thoufand fighting men. The prince had them 
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Ipoken to, and entreated that they w'ould change 
their quarters, and feek elfewhere for a maintenance^ 
for he could not longer fupport them. 

The captains of thefe companies (who were all 
Englifli or Gafcons, namely, fir Robert Briquet, 
John Trefiielle, fir Robert Cheney, fir Gaillard 
Viguier, le bourg de Breteuil, le bourg Camus, le 
bourg de TEfparre, Nandon de Bagerant, Bernard 
de la Salle, Ortigo, la Nuit, and feveral others) 
Were not willing to anger the prince ; they there- 
fore quitted the principality as foon as poflible, and 
entered France, which they called their home, by 
crofling the river Loire. They halted in Cham- 
pagne, in the archbifhoprick of Rheims, in the 
lafhopricks of Noyons and Soiflbns, and their num- 
bers were daily increafing. They were fo much 
blamed for their former deeds by the French, which 
greatly irritated them, that they would willingly, as 
it appeared, have fought with all France, if they had 
been liftened to : and to put this to the hazard, they 
made incurfions through the kingdom of France, 
where they did fo much damage, and fuch wicked 
a£ks, as caufed great tribulation. Complaints were 
frequently miade of them to^the king of France, and 
to his council ; but they . could not remedy it, for 
they were afraid of ri&ing a battle, and fome of 
thofe who had been mide prifoners'from ike French 
garrifons laid that the prince of Wales encouraged 
them underhand. Many in France were aftonifhed 
at this condufl: of the prince. At laft, the king of 
France fent for the lord de Cliffon, and appointed 
him captain agamft thefe diforderly companies, be- 

caofe 
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caufe he was a good and hardy knight^ for which 
the king was very fond of him. 

At this time, a marriage was concluded between 
the lord d'Albret and the lady Ifabella de Bourbon, 
which was not very agreeable to the prince of Wales, 
who would have wifhed that he had chofen his wife 
from another houfe. He fpoke very coarfely and 
rudely both of him and his bride. The principal per« 
fons of his council, as well knights as fquires, made 
excufes for him as well as they could, by faying, 
* Every one advances and aggrandizes himfelf in the 
bed way he can ; and a gallant knight ought never 
to be blamed, if he feek for honor and profit in the 
way moft agreeable to himfelf, provided he do not 
fail in his fervice to the lord whofe vaffal he is.' By 
thefe, and fuch like words, was the prince anfwerad, 
in hopes of appeafmg him : but neverthelefs, io 
fpite of appearances, he was very far from bein^ 
(atisfied ; for he was well aware, that this marriage 
would caufe an eflrangement of aflfedion from him 
and from his party, as in truth it happened, accord- 
ing to what will be hereafter more fully explained* 

During the time the companies were quartj&ring 
themfelves in France, the prince of Wales was ^d* 
vifed by fome of his council to lay a tax on the landa 
of Acquit^ine : the bifhop of Rhodez in Rouergue, 
in particular, took great pains to perfuade him to it. 
The eftabliihments of the prince and the prince& 
were fo grand, that no prince in Chriflendom main« 
tained greater magnificence. 

The barons of Gafcony, Poitou, Saintonge and 
Rouergue, wbp had the right of remonitratingy as 
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well as thofe from the principal towns in Acquitaine, 
were fummoned to a council on this tax. This 
parliament was held at Niort ; when the bilhop of 
Rhodez, chancellor of Acquitaine, in the prefence 
of the prince, explained fully the nature of this tax, 
in what manner it was to be levied, and that the 
p'ripce had not any intentions to continue it longer 
than for five years, or until he ihould have fatisfied 
the large debt which had been caufed by the Spanifh 
expedition. The deputies from Poitou, Saintonge, 
Limoulin, Rouergue and la Rochelle were agree- 
able to this impofition, provided the prince would 
keep his cola to the fame ftandard for feven years.: 
but it was refufed by thofe from the upper parts of 
Gafcony, namely, the earl of Armagnac, the lord 
d'Albret hi s nephew, the earl of Comminges, the 
vifcount of Carmain, the lord de la Barde, the lord 
de Cande, the lord de Pincornet, and feveral great 
barons from the counties, cities and good towns 
under their jurifdidion, faying, that ^ in former 
times, when they were under the vaffalage of the 
king of France, they were not oppreffed by any 
tax, fubfidy, impofition or gabelle, and that they 
liev^r would fubmit to any fuch oppreffion fo long 
as they could defend themfelves: that their lands 
aiid lordfhips were free from all duties, and that the 
prince had fworn to maintain them in this ftate. 
Neverthelefs, in order to leave the parliament of 
the prince in an amicable manner, they declared, 
they would, when returned to their own country, 
confider this bufinefs more fully j and that they 
would confult feveral prelates, bifhops, abbots, 

l)arop$ 
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barons and knights, to whom it belcMiged to fpeak 
more deliberately on this demand than had hitherto 
been done/ The prince of Wales and his council 
not being able to gain, more at this time, the par- 
liament broke up at Niort, and each perfon return- 
ed to his own home ; but they were commanded by 
the prince to return again by a certain day, whidi 
had been fixed upon before they broke up. 

Thefe lords and barons of Gafcony being arrived 
in their own country, and having their opinions 
ftrengthened, were refolved neither to return again 
to the parliament of the prince nor to fuflfer this 
tax to be impofed upon their lands, even fhould 
they be obliged to oppofe force in preventing it. 

Thus this coimtry began its rebellion againfl; the 
prince. The lords of Armagnac, d'Albret, de 
Comminges, the earl of Perigord, and feveral great 
prelates, barons, knights and fquires of Gafcony^ 
went to France, to lay their complaints before the 
court; of the king of France (the king and his peers 
being prefent) of the wrongs the prince was about 
to do them. They faid, they were under the jurif- 
di£tion of the king of France, and that they were 
bound to return to him as to their fovereign lord. 

. The king of France, who was defirous not openly 
to infringe the peace between the king of Ejigland 
and him, diflembled his joy ^t thefe words, and re- . 
plied in a guarded manner to the barons of Gafcony, 
f2(ying ; * Certainly, my lords, we (hall always be 
very anxious to preferve and even augment the 
jurifdidtion of oyr inheritance and of the crown of 
France ; but we have fwom, ^ our father had done, 
%o feve^ral articles pf the peace, all of which we do 
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ftdt now recoUea ; we will have them IbokeJ into 
and examined, and all that fhall be in them to otir 
and to your advantage we will aid you to preferve. 
We will endeavour to make up your differences 
with our dear nephew the prince of Wales j for 
perhaps it has been through evil advifers that he has 
wifhed to encroach upon your and your viffals* 
franchifes/ With this anfwer, which the king 
made to them off hand, the Gafcoris were mightily 
fatisfied, and remained at Paris, near the king's 
perfon, without wifliing to return home. 

The prince was not pleafed it this conduft. He! 
continued to perfevere, and to make his council! 
perfevere in the affair of the hearth tax. Sir John 
Chandos, who was one of the principal of his 
council 2md a valorous knight, wsls of a contrary' 
opinion, and wanted the prince to d^fift : fb that, 
when he faw he could not fucceed, in order thlt h^ 
might not be accufed not have any bktrte, he 
fequefted leave of the prince to vifit hi^ effete 
of St. Sauveur le Vicoifite, of which he wai lord; 
for he had not been thete thefe three years. Tfr^ 
prince granted him leave ; tod fir John Chamdo^ fe( 
out from Pbitou for Coiitantin, and remained in the 
town of St. Sauveur upwards of half a year. Iti the 
mean time, the prince proceeded with thi^ tax^ 
which, if it had been properly managed, Wdufd 
have been worth twelve hundred thonfand franc^ 
one paying with the other one franc each firb. Wd 
will now return to king Henry, who had retnakied 
m the kingdom of Arragon, and rfelat'e hbw he 
ionduaed his affatr^ 
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CHAP.CCXLIII. 

THE BASTARD HENRY OP CA8TILLE, BV THf 
ASSISTANCE OF THE KINO OF ARRAOON ^N0 
SIR BERTRAND DU GUESCLIN, AGAIN MAKEtf 
WAR UPON HIS BROTHER DON PEDRO.— HAV^ 
ING DEFEATED HIM m A BATTLE, HE IS MADZ 
PRISONER, AND MURDERED.— -HENRY REMAINS 
KING OF SPAIN. 

T^HE fituation of the prince of Wales an4 
the ftate of his affairs were well known to 
the neighbouring monarchs; particularly to the 
king of Arragon and king Henry ; for they tooi; 
great pains to gain information concerning them^ 
They had been truly told how the barons of Gat 
cony were gone to Paris, to wait on the king } and 
that all that country was beginning to rebel againft 
the prince. This intelligence was not difpleafing to 
either of the above-mentioned kings, efpecially king 
Henry, who looked forward to the conquefl of 
Caftille, which he had loft through the power of 
the prince of Wales. 

King Henry took leave of the king of Afragoa, 
and fet cut from the city of Valencia, accompanied 
by the vifcounts de Roquebertin * and de Rhodez. 
They had with them three thouiand men at arfns 
imd fix thoufand infantry, including fome Genoele, 
who ferved for a fubfidy. 
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This body of men at arms advanced into Spain, 
to the city of Burgos, which inftantly opened its 
gates, and furrendered to king Hendry, receiving 
Idm as its lord. From thence they marched to Val- 
ladolid ; for king Henry had received information 
that the king of Majorca had been left there^ which 
gave him great joy. 

Whea the inhabitants of Valladolid heard that 
thofe of Burgos had furrendered and had acknow- 
ledged king Henry, ihey no longer thought of 
Eiaking any refiflanc^ or holding out againft him, 
but furrendered atfo, and received king Henry a^ 
their lord, in the fame manner as formerly^ 

As foon as king Henry had entered the town, he 

inquired where the king of Majorca was lodged, and 

when thq place was pointed ont to him, he imme- 

jiatety, on his going thither, entered the hotel and 

tfie room where he was confined by illnefs. Kfng 

Henry advanced towards him, and faid ; * King 

rf Majorca, you have been our enemy, and have 

catered our kingdom of Caftille. with a !^e army ; 

fcr which reafons we lay our hajtids pn you, and 

make you our prifoner, or you are a dead man.* 

The king of Majorcaj^ fenfible of the difficulty of his 

fituation and that oppofition would be of no. avail, 

' ireplied ; • Sir^ I am certainly dead, if yoij order it 

fo J but I am very willing to furrender myfelf as 

your prifoner, and to you alone. If you intend to 

place me in any other's hands, fay fo ; for I had 

much rather die than fall into the hands of my ad-. 

Tcrfvy the king of Arragon.* * By. nq means 

what^ 
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whatever,' anfwered king Henry, * will I a£k fo dit 
loyally by you, for which, and with good reafon I 
fhould be greatly blamed. You (hall remain my 
prifoner, for me to ranfom or fet at liberty accord- 
ing to my own will and pleafure *.' 

Thus was the king of Majorca made prifoner, oa 
his oath, by Hing Henry, who placed a numerous 
garrifon in Valladolid, for the more fecurely guard- 
ing it, and then advanced towards the city of Leon 
in Spain, which immediately opened its gates ca 
bearing he was marching that way* 

Upon the furrender of the city of Leon to king 
Henry, the whole province of Galicia did the fam^ 
and changed their party. The principal barons and 
lords, who lately had done homage to the king d<m 
Pedro, came out to meet king Henry ; for, not- 
withftanding their outward appearances of friend- 
fliip to don Pedro during the prefence of the prince 
of Wales, they could not love him, from the 
cruelties he had formerly exercifed upon them, and 
from their doubts of what he might do in future j 
whilfi king Henry had always treated them kindly : 
not only did he not opprefs them, but promifed to 
do them much good : all the country, therefore, 
returned to their allegiance to him. 

Sir Bertrand du Guefclin had not as yet arrived 
in Spain, but was haftening to join king Henry 



* * The king of Majorca was afterwards Tanfomed by his 
wife, the too celebrated Jane of Naples, whofe third hu(band 
b^ iV'^'iis, for 2^|000 florins of gold. — Pu di du Gttefclln, 
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with two thoufand fighting men; He had left the 
duke of Anjou, who had put an end to the war in 
PiDvence, and broken up the fiege of Tarafcon by 
a capitulation with its^ inhabitants, the terms of 
which I do not know *. 

He had therefore fet out for Spain, attended by 
feveral French knights *and fquires, who were 
defitous of fignalizing their prowefs, and had 
adready entered Arragon to join king Henry, who 
was laying fiege to the city of Toledo. 

News was brought to the king don Pedro of all 
thefe conquefts ; that the whole country was turuing 
to his brother the baftard, during the time he tarrieci 
in the neighbourhood of Seville, and on the borders 
of Portugal, where he was but little loved. Upon 
hes^ng thefe tidings, he was in a violent rage 
againft his brother and againft the CaftilUans, who 
bad abandoned him, and declared vnth an oath, 
that he would avenge himfelf fo feverely upon 
tftem, they fhould be a warning to all others* He 



* * The duke of Anjou and Bertrand du Guefclln having 
eroded the Rh6ne, Jaid fiege to Tarafcon, which is ^ppofite 
to Beaucaire, the 4th March 1368. The real hiftory of this 
fiegc is unknown to us ; for we cannot place any reliance on 
thedifFet^ent authors of the Jife, or rather romance of Ber- 
trand du Gucfclin, who relate various circumftances about 
it. What may be depended on is, that the duke of Anjou, 
having befieged Tarafcon by fca and land, the inhabitants, 
who had an underllanding with him, delivered up the town, 
of which he made himfelf maftcr.' 

////?. Ccn. de Languechc^ vol. iv. p. 336. 
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wimisdiately ^ijlued his commands. to all thbfe from 
whom he expeded help or fervice. He fent to 
fome, f^owever, who never came, but excufed 
themfelves to the beft of theu* ability; whilll 
others turned to king Henry, and paid to him their 
homage. 

When the king don Pedro found his people 
were wavering, and failed to obey his fummons, he 
began to be alarmed : he therefore applied to don 
Fernando de Caftro for counfel, who had never yet 
deferted him. He advifed him to colled as large ]| 
force as he could from all countries, as well in 
Granada as elfewhere, and to haften to meet his 
brother before he fliould have made a farther pro- 
grefe into the kingdom. 

Don Pedro did not hefitate following this advice, 
but fent to the king of Portugal, who was bis 
coufin-gennan, from whom he had a large body of 
men j and alfo to the kings of Granada, Bellemsh 
rine and Traniefames *, with whom he entered into 
alliances, and engaged to fupport them in their 
kingdoms, and not to make war againfl: them for 
the fpace of thirty years. Thefe kings, on thdr 
part, feat him upwards of twenty thoufend Moors^ 
to affift him in his war. Don Pedro ufed fo much 
aftivity that he had affembled, as well Chriftians as 



* Bellemarine — Tramenimes. Probably Benmarin and 
Trcmc9en, kingdoms in Barbary. 

Neither Mariana nor Fcrreras make mention of any otliu* 
king than Mahomet king of Granada, who joined don Pecira 
with fix thoufand cavalry and about thi'rty thoufand men. 

Bijt. Ccn. <!e VEffa^ne^ vol. v. p.. 400. 
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Moors, forty thoufand men, in die country tcmrA 

Seville. 

While thefe treaties and negotiations were going 
forwards, and during the time of the fiege of To- 
fedo, fir Bertrand du Guefclin, with his body of two 
tfioufand men, arrived in the camp of king Henry^ 
where he was received with great joy, a^ was 
naturally to be expe£ked : the whole army were 
happy at his arrival. The king don Pedro, who, ad 
I have already faid, had aifembled his whole forced 
at Seville and in its environs, was defirous of giving 
bis brother battle : he left Seville with his nume<^ 
ix>us army, in order to raife the fiege of Toledo* 
There may be between thefe two places, Seville and 
Toledo, feven days march. 

Intelligence was brought to the army of king 
Henry, that don Pedro was approaching with forty 
thoufand men, including thofe of every defcription. 
He called a council, to confider what was to be 
done, to which all the French and Arragonian 
knights were fummoned j and in particular fir Ber- 
trand du Guefclin, by whofe opinion they wifhed 
to aft. Sir Bcrtrand gave the following advice, 
which was followed, namely, that king Henry 
fcould immediately colleft as many of his army as 
• he could fparc from the fiege, advance by forced 
marches to meet don Pedro, and in whatever 
fituation he fhould meet him begin the battle: 
*- For,' added he, * v/e have heard that he is march- 
ing agaiiifl us w ith a ftrong army, and he would be 
too powerful, were he to come regularly upon us : 
let us, therefore, be beforehand with him, without 

his 
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Kis knowing any diUg of our Intentions ; that v^ 
may farprife him and his army fo uiiexpededly as 
to have the advantage, and, I doubt not, defetft 
liim/ 

This plan of fir Bertrand was applauded and 
followed. Towards evening, king Henry fet out 
with a chofen body of men at arms, and left the 
command of the fiege to his brother don Tello. 
On his march, he had his fpies difperfed over the 
country, in order to bring him exa£t intelligence the 
moment they fhould fee or hear of don Pedro and 
his array, and what condition they were in. 

The king don Pedro was ignorant of every thing 
bis brother was doing, even of his marching to 
meet him j fo that he and his army were advancing 
flowly, in a very diforderly manner. It fell out^ 
that upon the dawn of day king Henry and his 
army met don Pedro and his force ; for, the pre- 
ceding night, he had ilept in a caflle called Montiel^ 
where the lord of Montiel had received him with 
all poffible honor and refped. He had left it very 
early in the morning, and was contmuing his march 
in the lame diforderly manner, for he never ex- 
pe£led to fight that day, when fuddenly king Henry, 
his brother don Sancho, fir Bertrand du Guefclin, 
by whofe orders^ they afted, le begue de Villaines, 
the lord de Roquebertin, the vifcount de Rhodez % 

and 

* M. Dillon, in his Hiftory of Peter the Cruel, fa}rs» 
'^ Whlie Henry iay before Toledo, ambafTadors arrived at hi« 
camp from Charles V. of France, who fent his chamberlain« 

Fran. 



and t!ieir companies, with banners iSying and pre^ 
pared for aftion^ . came upon them t they might he 
fix thoufand fightuig men : they advanced, in very 
clofe order, and at a fiill gallop, fo that they fell 
heavily and with a good will iipon the firil they 
met, crying out^ * Caftille, for king Heitfy P aild 
^ Our Lady, for Guefclin P They overthrew and 
defeated all whom they firft encountered, driving 
them before them. Many were flain and unhorfed ; 
for none were made prifoners, according to the 
orders of fir Bertrand du Guefclin the preceding 
day, on account of the great numberM)f Jews and 
infidels who were in don Pedro's army. 

When don Pedro, who was advancing with the 
largeft divifion of his army, received thie news that 
his van had been defeated by his brother the 
baftard and the French, he was amazed where th^ 
could come from : he perceived that he had been 
betrayed, and Was in danger of lofing every thing } 
for his men were very much difperfed j- fo that like 
a bold and valiant knight as he was, and<rf great 
* refource and enterprize, he halted upon the fpot, 
^nd ordered his banner to be difplayed in the wiiid 
to rally his men. He fent orders for the rear to 
advance with all fpeed, for that the engagement 

w^s begun. Upon this, all men of courage haftened 

■ I I I .. . . ■ . . . I . ^ , ... 

Francis de Perelles, vifcount de Rhodcz, and John de Ric, 
lord of Neburis, to acquaint him, that war was declared be* 
tween England and France, ^c.'— Vol. ii. p. 104. 

This John dc Ric may perhaps be the .Geoffry Ricon jof 
Froiflart, 

towards 
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towards this banner, which was fluttering in the 
wind. The battle now became more general and 
hot : many of don Pedro's army were flain and 
tmhorfed ; for king Henry, fir Bertrand, and thdr 
friends, fought them fo manfully,, that none could 
ftand before them. The battle, however, was not fo 
foon over ; for don Pedro had fuch immenfe num* 
bers, as to be at lead fix to one j but they were fo 
clofdy followed that it was wonderful to fee how 
they were difcomfifed and flain. 

This battle of Spaniards againft Spaniards, and 
the two brother kings^ with their allies, near Mon- 
tiel, was very grand and horrible. Many were the 
good knights on king Henry's fide; fuch as fir 
Bertrand du Guefclin, fir Geoffry Ricon, fir Arnold 
de Limoufin, fir Gauvain de Baiileul, le bdgue de 
Villain^ Alain de St. Pol, Allot de Calais and the 
Bretons who were there. From the kingdom of 
Arragon were the vifcount de Rocaberti, the 
vifcount de Rodais, with many other good knights 
* and fquires whom I cannot name, who perfc^ed 
various gallant deeds of arms, as in truth they had 
full need. They had ftrange people to encounter, 
fuch as Moors and Portuguefe : the Jews who were 
there very foon turned their backs, and would 
not fight ; but thofe from Granada and Bellema- 
rine fought valiantly : they were armecj with bows 
and lances, of which they made good ufe, and 
' behaved themfelves right well. Don Pedro was in 
the midfl, and with intrepid courage fought fo 
valiantly with his battle-axe that fcarcely any 
dared to come near him. 

Vol. in. A a King 
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King Henry drew up his divifion oppofite to his- 
brother, in very compaft order, and full of bold 
combatants, who (houted loudly, making good ufe 
of their lances ; fo that the army of don Pedro was 
thrown into confufion, and thofe near his perfon 
began to be alarmed, Don Fernando de Caftro,' 
who had watched over the king his lord, foon per- 
ceived (fo good was his judgment) that their army 
would be beaten ; for they were too much fright- 
ened from having been fo fuddenly attacked : he 
therefore faid to don Pedro, ' Sir, fave yourfelf, 
and haften back to the caftle of Montiel, which you 
left this morning : if you retire thither, you will be 
in fafety ; but if you be taken, your enemies will 
,flay you without mercy.' The king approved of 
this advice, fet out diredly on his retreat , to the 
caftle of Montiel, and arrived there fo a propos that 
.he found the gates of the caftle open, where he wis 
received with only eleven followers. 

Whilft^ this was p^ifling, the remainder of his 

men, who were difperfed over the plain, continued 

the combat as well as th^y could ; for the Moors 

. who were among tBem, and had not any knowledge 

of the comitry, were indifferent whether tbey were 

.diredly flain or fuffereda long purfuit : they there- 

. fore fold, their lives dearly. Others alfo aded mar- 

velloufly well. 

Intelligence was brought to king Henry and to 

lir Bertrand, that don Pedro had retreated to the 

..,•■■'■ . . 

caftle of Montiel, where he had fhut himfelf up ; 
that le begue de Villaines and his men had purfued 
him to the caftle, which had but one patfi to enter 

or 
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6ir come from it, and that le bSgue had there 
placed himfelf and fixed his pennon. King Menry 
tad fir Bertrand were delighted with this news : 
they advanced towards that place fightmg and flay- 
ing multitudes, killing them like beads : they wc^e 
quite fatigued with this bufmefs of butchery. The 
Jplurfuit lafted more than three long hours, and 
there were upwards of fourteen thoufand killed and 
wounded t Veiy few efcaped : thofe who did Were 
from that part of the country, and acquainted with 
its Ilrong places* 

This battle was fought under Montiel, tod in its 
environsj the 13th day of Auguft, 1368. 

After the defeat of don Pedro and his army, 
king Henry and fir Bertrand encamped themfelves 
before the caftle of Montiel, where doh Pedro was : 
they furrounded it on all fides : for they faid truly, 
that what they had hitherto done would be of no 
effeft, unlefs they took the caftle of Montiel, with 
don Pedro, who had fliut himfelf up in it. They 
fent the principal part of their force back to Toledo, 
ii^ order to reinforce the befiegers, which was very 
a^^eable to don Tello, who commanded there *. 

The caftle of Montiel was of fufficient ftrength to 
have held out a confiderable time, if it had been 
properly viftualled ; but when don Pedro entered 
it, there was not enough for four days, which 

• M. Dillon faySj that Manrique archbifhop of Toledo, 

'affifted by Ibme able officers^ had the command of ttxe 

blockade of Seville, when Henry marched to meet don Pcf 

dro I and that don. Tello had joined the king of Navarre in 

ifXHlinf the kingdom of Spain. 

A a 2 much 



35^ 

much alarmed him and his companions. They 
were fo ftriaiy watched that a bird could not efcape 
horn the caftle without being noticed. 

Don Pedro was in great anguifli of heart at fee- 
fcig himfelf thus furrounded by his enemies, well 
knowing that they would not enter into any treaty 
of peace or agreement with him ; fo that confider- 
ing his dangerous fituation, and the great want of 
provifion in the caftle,he was advifed io atteinpt an 
efcape with his eleven companions abopt midnight, 
and to put himfelf under the proteftion of God : 
he was offered guides that would condufl: him to a 
place of faffety. 

They remained in the caftle, with this deterriii- 
nation, until midnight, when don Pedro, accom- 
panied by don Fernando de Caftro and others of 
the eleven companions, fet out. It was very dark. 
At this hour, the begue de Villaines had the com- 
mand of the watch, with upwards of three hundred 
men. 

Don Pedro had quitted the caftle with his com- 
panions, and was defcending by an upper path, but 
fo quietly that it did not appear as if any one was 
moving : however, the begue de Villaines, who had 
many fufpicions, and was afraid of lofing the objed 
of his watch, imagined he heard the found of 
horfes* feet upon the caufeway : he therefore fai^^ 
to thdfe near him : ^ Gentlemen, keep quiet : make 
no movement : for, I hear the fteps of fome people. 
We muft know who they are, and what they feek 
at fuch an hour. I fufpeft they are viduallers, 
who are bringing provifion to the caftle j for I know 

it 



357 

it is in this refped very fcanrily provided.* The 
begue then advanced, his dagger on his wrift^ 
towards a man who was clofe to don Pedro, and 
demanded, ' Who art thou ? Speak, or thou art a 
dead man.' The man to whom the begue had^ 
fpoken was an Englifhman, and refiifed to anfwer : 
he beiiit himfelf over his faddle, and dafhed forwards. 
The b^gue fuffered him to pals ; when addreffing 
himfelf to don Pedro^ and examining lum earneftly, 
he fancied it was the king, notwithftanding the 
darknefs of the night, from his likenefs to king 
Henry his brother, for they very much refembled 
each other. He demanded from hirn, in placing 
his dagger on his breaft, ^ And you, who are you ? 
Name yourfelf, and furrender this moment, or you 
are a dead man/ In thus faying, he caught hold 
of the bridle of his horfeji and would not fuffer him 
to efcape as the former had done. 

King don Pedro, who faw a large body of men at 
arms before him, and found that he could not by 
any means efcape, faid to the begue de Villaines, 
whom he recognized ; f Begue, bdgue, I am don 
Pedro king of Caftille, to whom much wrong has 
been imputed, through evil counfellors. I furren- 
der myfelf, and all my people, but twelve in num- 
ber, as thy prifoners : we place ourfelves under thy 
guard and difpofition. I befeecb thee, in the name 
of thy gentility ;^ that thou put me in a place of 
fafety. I will pay for my ranfom whatever fum 
thou fhalt pleafe to alk ; for, thank God, I have yet 
a fufficiency to do that ; but thou muft prevent me 
from falling into the hands of the baftard.* 

Aa3 The 
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The begue (according to the information I have 
fince received) replied, that he and his company 
might come with him in all fecurity ; for that his 
brother fhould not from him have any intelligence 
of what had happened *. Upon this confideration, 
they advanced, when don Pedro* was conduced to 
the tent of the begue, and into the chamber of fir 
Lyon de Lakonet. He had not been there an hour, 
when king Henry and the vifcount de Rocaberti, 
with their attendants, but not in great numbers, 
came thither* As foon as king Henry had entered 
the chamber where don Pedro was, he faid, * Where 
is this fon of a jewifli whore who calls himfelf king 
of Caftille ?' Don Pedro, who was a bold as well as 
a cruel man, ftepped forward, and faid ; * Why, 
thou art the fon of a whore, and I am the Ton of 
Alphonfo/ On faying this, he caught hold of king 
Henry in his arms, began to wreftle with him, and, 
being the ftrongeft, threw him down under him 
upon une aubarde^ qu\ on dit en Frangois coe/ie de 
t%7terats d^foy^ t • placing his band on his poig- 

nard, 



♦ There are different accounts of thi« affair • Fcrreras at- 
tributes the capture of don Pedro to Bertrand dtt Guefclin , 
and not much to his honor : but I cannot believe thisy as 
avarice was not a vice of fuch gallant men, and ^^mincltned 
to believe Froiflart has been rightly informed. 

f Not knowing how to tranflate this, I have left it as in 
the original. Du Cange, in the laft volume of his Gloflary« 
refers the word aularde to ahhardaSn the fird volume of the 
fupplement, which is as follows : * AhbafJa^ Clitellar-^id^, 
iProvincialibus bardo, noffris olim iardc, e<}ui armatura. 

Aubarde 
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nard, he would infallibly have killed him, if the 
vifcount de Rocaberti had not been prefent, who, 
feizing ddri Pedro by the legs, turned him over, by 
which means king Henry being uppermoft, imme* 
diately drew a long poignard which he wore in his 
fafli, and plunged it into his body. His attendants 
entered the tent, and helped to difpatch him. 
There were flain with him a knight from England 
called fir Raoul Heline, who had formerly had the 
furhame of the Green Squire, and another efquire 
of the name of James Roland, becaufe they had put 
themfelves in pofture^ of defence *. 

But no harm was done to don Fernanda de 
Caftro, nor to the reft of don Pedro^s attendants : 
they continued, therefore, prifoners to le b^gue de 
Villaines and to fir Lyon de Lakonet. 

Thus died don Pedro king of Caftille, who had 
formerly reigned in great profperity* Thofe who 



Aubarde vero di»eruiit, pro culcitra. vulgo coite de matelas* 
Froifiart quoting the expreffions in the text, 

Mardacha.^GzW^ Hallebarde. Vide (bpra Alaburda.-*- 
DvCange« * » . 

* * With this unfortunate monarch there alfo fell two 
gallant Englifhmen> who were (lain for having drawn their 
fwords in his defence when grappling with Henry, Theife 
were fir Ralph Holmes and James Rowland. The life of 
Femiando de Caftro was fpared, on account of his long 
attachment and fidelity to his fovereign. 

' Don Fernando de Caftro« after the death of king Peteri 
made his efcape into Portugal, and aftert^ards retired to 
ruienne, where he died. Over his tomb was placed die 
allowing infcription : ' A(^i yace don fbrnakdo »Bita 

pi CAiraO^ TODA LA 9I0BLI0A0 DB BSPAN A* 

DilMi Hifi. ofPaer the Crudp vol. i|. p. 1 19. 

A a 4 had 



had flain him left him three days unburied, which 
was a pity for the fake of humanity ; and the Spa- 
niards made their jokes upon him. 

On the morrow, the lord of Montiel came to fur- 
render himfelf to king Henry, who received him 
gracioufly, as well as all thofe who returned to their 
allegiance. News was foon fpread abroad of the 
death of don Pedro, to the great joy of hi§ enemies 
and forrow of his friends. When the king of Por- 
tugal heard in what manner his coufin don Pedro 
had been flain, he was mightily vexed at it, and 
fwore he would have fatisfadtion for it. He inmie* 
diately fent a challenge to king Henry, and made 
war upon him, remaining mafter of all the environs 
of Seville for one whole feafon. This, however, 
did not prevent king Henry from following his en- 
terprize: he returned before Toledo, which fur- 
Tendered to him as foon as it learnt the death of 
don Pedro ; as did all the other parts of the coun- 
try dependant on the crown of Caftille. Even the 
king of Portugal did not wifli to continue the war 
longer againft king Henry; fo that there was a 
treaty of peace concluded between them, by means 
of the barons and prelates of Spain. 

King Heiiry, therefore, reigned in peace over all 
Caftille. Sir Bertrand du Guefclin, fir Olivier de 
Mauny, and fome others from France, Brittany and 
Arragon, continued with him, to whom king Henry 
behaved very handfomely : indeed, he was in juf- 
tice bound fo to do, for without their aid he would 
never have been able to have accompli/bed this 
btffinefs. Sir Bertrand du Guefclin was made con- 

"■ ftabl^ 
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liable of Spain, and received the eftate of Sona^ 
worth twenty thoufand francs a-year. The king gave 
to his nephew, fir Olivier de Mauny, the efbate of 
Crefte, worth ten thoufand francs a-year : and fo 
on to the other knights with fuch liberality that they 
were all contented. King Henry went to Burgos 
with his queen and children, to hold his court 
there, which be did in a princely ftile *• v 

The kings of France and of Arragon, as well as 
the duke of Anjou who loved him perfonally, were 
very much rejoiced at the fortunate event of the 
war« 

About this time died, the lord Lionel of England, 
who had croffed the Alps, as has been before re- 
lated, and had taken for his wife the daughter of 
the lord Galeas Vifconti, fovereign of Milan. But, 
as his death appeared extraordinary f, the lord £d« 
ward Defpenfer, his companion, who had remained 

with 



• * King Henry aflembled the dates of the realm at Me- 
dina d'el Campoy to tnake arrangements for recompenfing 
the French and other knights. They paid Berirand du 
GuefcJin one hundred and twenty thoufand gold Borins. 
The king alfo gave Soria, Almazan, Atien9a, Monteagudo 
and Seron, with their dependencies, to fir Bertrand: to 
Olivier de Mauny, Agreda : Ribadeo^ with the title of 
county to tbe Viguer4e Villames, whom he married to a lady 
of the Guzman family: Aquilar de Campo to Geofiiy 
Relor» and Villalpand to Arnold Solier.* 

Ferreras Hifi, d^E/pagne^ vol. v. pp. 414, 415, 

f ' Anno Domini 1367, et regni 42 Edwardi, Leonellus 
dux Clarentioe obiit in natali S. Marise^ ut fertur, potiona« 
%\x%.* Leland CoUedaruaf voh i • p. 25 1* 

'Quo 
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with him, declared war againft Gale^, and flew 
many of his fubjefts at diflferent times: at laft, 

how- 



*Quo anno (1362^), menfe Aprilis, Lconellns dux Ch* 
rcnctx, regUEdwardi tertii filius, cum.eleda multiiudme no- 
biJiura Anglicorum tranfivlt verlus Medlolauum, ad acclpl- 
cndum in uxoreiTi filiam domini Galllas, domini Mediolanl, 
cunrj qua medietatcni ejufdem domini i fuerat habituru^. Sed 
ttwnen modico tempore fuper conjuge vcl dominie gaodere 
pcrmiflus eft> morte. (qux cun6la dhjungit & fcparat) mo»x 
pnaeventus. Celcbrato nempc inter eos cum maxima gloria 
matrimonio, I.eonellus, circa feftum nativitatisbeatae Maria 
proximo fequentem diem claufit extremum.' 

Tho. Waf/in^bam H't/l. j^ngli. Edw. III. pp. 152, 3. 

• Moreover, at the coming of Leonell, fuch abundance of 
treafure was in moft bounteous manner fpenr, in making 
of moft fumptuous ieafts, fetting forth ftately fights, and 
honoring with rare gifts above two hundred Ex^Iiflimeh 
who accompanied his fon-in-lavv, as it feemcd to furpafs the 
-great nefs of moft wealthy princes : for tl^ banquet at which 
Francis Petrarch ^vas prefent amongft the chiefeft gueQs> 
had about thirty courfes of fervice at the table, and betwixt 
every courfe there were as many prefents of wondrous price 
•intermixed \ all which John GaJeailus, chief of the choree 
youths bringing to the table, did offer to Leonell. There 
•were in one only courfe feventy goodly horfes, adorned with 
filk and filver furniture ; and in another filver vedels, fal- 
cons, hounds, armour for horfes, coftly coats of mail, breaft- 
plates glittering of raafly ftcel, helmets and corfelets decked 
with coftly crefts, apparelled diftinft with coftly jewels, fol- 
.diers girdles, and laftly certain gems by curious art fet in 
:gold, and purple, and cloth of gold for mens apparel in great 
abundance. And fuch was the fumptuoufnefs of that bap- 
■quet that the meats which were brought from table would 
fufficiently have fcrved ten thonfand men. But not long 
after, Leonell, living with his new wife, whilft aftser the 
laaoner of hii own country^ as foi^getting or not regarding 

his 
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however, the earl of Savoy made peace between 
them. Let us now return to what was going for- 
wards in the duchy of Acqui^ne. 



CHAP. CCXLIV. 

• 

KING CHARLES V. IS ADVISED TO DECLARE HIM- 
SELF LORD PARAMOUNT OF GUIENNE AND AC- 
QUIT AINE, ON ACCOUNT OF THE HEARTH TAX 
WHICH THE PRINCE OF WALES WAS ABOUT TO 

RAISE. THIS CAUSES A RENEWAL OF THE 

WAR BETWEEN THE FRENCH ANO ENGLISH. 

XT7E have before related how the prince had been 
advifed to raife a hearth tax in his do^ 
minions : by which many thought themfelves over- 
"burdened, efpecially the Gafcons ; for thofe of the 
low countries of Poitou, Saintonge and la Rochelle 
bad acceded to it with tolerable good humour, as 
living nearer the refidence of their prince, and 
as being more obedient and more tradably difpbfed 
to the ordinances of their lords, more to be de- 
pended on, and firmer in their alle^zlnce than thofe 
from the more difbmt parts of the countrv. 



his change of air, he addided himfelf overmuch to untimely 
banquettings, fpent and confumed with a lingering ricknefs, 
dyed at Alba.* 

This account from Stow, pp. 267, 268, edition 16^1, 
feems very naturally to account for the death of the duke of 
darence, j^ithout fuppofmg it caufed by treachery. 

For a more particular account of this entertainment, fee 
Corio's Hiftory of Milan, printed at Milan 1503. 

In 
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In order to carry thefe intentions of the prince 
into eflFeft, feveral parliaments were held at Niort^ 
Angouleme, Poitiers^ Bourd.eaux and Bergerac z 
but the Gafcons declared they would never pay this 
tax, nor fufier it to be laid upon their lands, and 
aflerted, that they had an ai)peal to the courts of 
the king of France. This claim of appeal much 
angered the prince, who anfwered, that they had no 
fuch appeal ; for that the king of France had fur- 
rendered all right to appeals and jurifdiftions, 
when he had given thefe territories to his ford and 
father, as was fully apparent by the treaties of 
peace ; for that the negotiators of this peace had 
BeoI referved the flighteft article whereby an appesd 
to the king oi France could be made. To this the 
Gafcons replied, that it was not lawful for the 
king of France, nor in his power, nor liad evw 
been in his power, to free them from appe^lmg to 
bim, without the will of the prelates^ barons, cities 
asjd principal towns of Gafcony, who would never 
have confented to it, nor ever will confent to it, if 
it were to be propofed, becaufe it would he the caufe 
of a perpetual warfare with France 

Thus were the prince and the barons of Gafcony 
quarelling with each other; for either party fup- 
|)orted his own opinion, and maintained that it was 
the right. The earl of Armagnac, the earl of 
Comminges, the lord d'Albret, the earl of Perigoi:d 
and feveral other barons from Gafcony, remained 
quiet at Paris, near the perfon of the king, and at 
his leifure moments informed his majefty, that the 
prince, through pride and prefumption, was de^ 

firotis 
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:£rotis of trampling them under his feet, and ojv 
preffing them with taxes \ipon their lands which 
iad not been heard of befoi^e, and which they 
vould never permit to be levied. They demon*- 
flratted to the king, that they had an appeal to him, 
and demanded that the prince fhould be fummoned 
before the parliament and the peers, to anfwer fcr 
the grievances and oppreffions he intended to lay <A 
•them. 

The king of France iiftened with complacency lo 
thefe lords of Gafcony, when they requefted front 
him help and afliflance as from their fovereign lord, 
adding, that fhould he refufe it to them, thef 
would withdraw their allegiance, and apply to feme 
other court ; fo that, for fear of lofing his claim to 
this fovereignty, be in the end complied with thdr 
requeft. 

He was, however, fenfible that this aflfair muft: 
caaife a war, which he was defirous not to begin with- 
out fome appearance of right: befides, his king- 
dom was not recovered from the effeds of the late 
war, nor from the oppreilions of the free companies 
and other enemies. In addition alfo to thelie reafons, 
his brother the duke of Berry was ftill a hoftage in 
England ; fo that he was determined to ad with 
prudence and caution. 

About this time, fir Guy de Ligny, earl of 
St. Pol, had returned to France from England, 
without permiffion of the Englifli, by a very in- 
genious trick. As the full detail of it would take 
a Gonfiderable time, I pals it over. This earl hated 

the Engliih more than words can exprefe, and toc^ 

much 
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ttmch pains that the king 9f France fiiould acc^ct^ 
to the requeft of the Gafcon lords ; for he was well 
^ware, that if the prince of Wales were fummotied ta 
appear before the pailiament, it would create a war. 

Many prelates, barons > earls and knights of 
France had united themfelves with the earl of St. 
Fbf, and had told the king,, that the king of Eng* 
land bad not in any way maintained the peac^^ nor 
paid any refpeft to what he had fworn and fealed, 
according to the tenor of the treaties which had 
been made at Bretigny near Chartres, and after-> 
wards confirmed at Calais; for the Englifh had 
carried on the war with France in an uiiderhand 
manner, as much, if not more, (ince the peace had 
'been made than before. They remonftrated with 
the king on this fubjefl:, adding, that if he would 
have the articles and treaty of peace read, which had 
been accepted by the king of England and his eldefl 
fon upon their faith and oath, he would find the 
-truth of what they had told him* 

Upon this, the king of France, to be better in- 
formed, and to preferve the rights of his crowns 
ordered all the papers relative to the laft peace, to 
be brought to the council-chamber, where they 
were read feveral times, that the diflferettt pcMuts 
and articles might be fully examined. They were 
Tery carefully infpeded, and among thenx they 
found one relating to the territories gisrea up, 
^hich the king and his council fixed on with greater 
•attention, becaufe it fpoke fully and . clearly on the 
fubjefit they were defirous to diicufs. The paper 
wa^ in thefe terms ; 

♦ JEIdwardy 
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* Edward, by the f race of God, king of Eng* 
land, lord 6f Ireland and of Acquitaine, to all thofe 
to whom thefe prefent letters fliall come, greeting* 
Know all, that in the agreement and final peace 
entered into between our very dear brother the 
king of France and ourfelves, there are two artides 
of the following tenor: Item, the aforefaid kings 
ffiall. be bound to have all the before-mentioned 
thmg3 confirmed by our holy father the pope; 
and they fhall be ftrengthenedby oaths, fentences 
and cenfures of the court of Rome, and by every 
other bond in the ftrongeft manner pofTible : and 
there fliall be obtained from the aforefaid court of 
Rome difpenfations, abfolutions, and letters in re- 
gard to the perfedting and accomplifliing this pre- 
fent treaty, which fhall be forwarded to the diffe- 
rent parties within three weeks at the lateft after 
the king fhall be arrived at Calais. Item, in onier 
that the aforefaid things, which have been gone 
through and treated of, may be more firm and 
ftable, the fecurities which follow fhall be given) ; 
that is to fay, letters drawn up in the beft polEhle 
manner by the councils of the two kings, and fed- 
ed with the feals of the two kings, and alfo with 
the feals of their two eldefl fons. The afordfaid 
kings, their eldefl fons, and their children, as well 
as others of the branches of the royal family, and 
of the principal nobility of their kingdoms, to the 
number of twenty, fhall fwear they will keep, and 
help to keep as far as in them lies, all tbe& arddes 
which have been made, entered into and agreed 
upon, and will keep them without doing any thing 

4 con- 
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tantrary, either by fraud, nylicc, or by any hind* 
ranee whatever. And if there fliould be any per* 
ions in the two befor&-me;QtioAed kingdoms of 
France and England who fhall be rebellious, ^jand 
not confenting to the aforefaid treaties, the two 
aforefaid kings together fliali ufe every exertion of 
body^ fortune and friends, to bring the aforefaid 
rebels into true obedience, according to the form 
and tenor of the aforefaid treaty. And withal the 
two aforefaid kings will fubmit themfelves and their 
kingdoms tp the coercion of our holy father the 
pope^ in order that he may conftrain by ecclefiafti- 
cal cenfures, or other proper means, him who fliall 
be rebellious, according to what ihall be thought 
reafonable* And among the fecurities and aflur* 
^ances aforefaid, the two kings ihall renounce. fo^ 
diemfelves and their heirs, upon their faith and 
Dath, all wars and adions of war : and if through 
d^bedience, rebellion or power of fome of the 
fubjeOs of the kingdom of France, or through any 
other juft caufe, the king of France fhall not be 
able to accompli(h and fulfil all the things aforefaid, 
the king of England aforefaid, his heirs and king* 
dom, or any of them, fhall not make war, uor 
caufe war to be made upon the aforefaid king of 
France, nor upon his heirs nor kingdom ; but both 
together fhould unite and exert themfelves in bring- 
ing back the aforefaid rebels to their proper obe- 
dience, and to the fulfilling the aforefaid things. 
And alfo, if in the aforefaid kingdom, and under 
the obedience of the king of England, there fhould 
be any not willing to furrender and give up thofe 

^ftles. 
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4:a(Ue6| towns or fortreffes which they hold in the 
kingdom of France, nor to obey the aforefaul 
treaty : or if, through any juft caufe, the king of 
England fliall be prevented from accomplifliing 
what is laid dowi> in the aforefaid treaty, neither 
^he king of France, his heirs, nor any one for them^ 
fhaM make war upon the king of England, nor up^ 
* on his kingdom ; but both of them together will, 
with all thear might, endeavour to regain the afore- 
faid caftles, towns and fortreffes, and to brin^ back 
iuch rebels to their proper obedience, fo that the 
perfed fulfilment of the aforefaid treaties may be 
wrought. And there ihall be mutually given oi^ 
Jboth parts, according to the nature of the ad, 
«very fort of fecurity which may be devifed, as weij 
hy the pope and college of Rome as by others^.for 
^e maintaining the peace and other articles of the 
^(saty. For which reafbns, wifhing to preferve and 
XJieriih a perpetual peace and love between us. and 
pur aforefaid brother and kingdom of France, we 
have renounced, and by thefe prefents do renounce, 
^11 war and ofFeniQve afts- againfl our b^^other afore.* 
faid, his heirs and fucceflbrs, the kingdom of 
France, and his fubjeds. And we promife an4 
fwear, and have promifed andfworn upon the body 
X)f Jesu^ Christ, for ourfelves and fucceflbrs, that 
we will not do, nor fufFer to be done, any aft QV 
word againfl: tliis renunciation, nor againfl any thing 
j:on]ta5n^d in thefe aforefaid articles. And if we 
fliould do or fufFer to be done any thing to the con- 
jWary, which God forbid, we are willing to be re^ 
tmted falfe, wicked and perjured, and to incur fucl^ 
yo/L.III. Bb blame 
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blame and infamy as a confecrated and crowfted 
king ought to incur in fimilar cafes. We renounce 
all idea of importuning any difpenfation or abfolu- 
tion from the pope from our oath aforefaid ; and 
if obtained* we declare it to be null and of no 
weight, and that no advantage whatever ought to 
be made of it. In order more fully to ftrengthen 
the aforefaid declarations, we fubmit ourfelves, our 
heirs and fucceffors, to the j^arifdiftion and coercion 
of the church of Rome, and will and confent that 
our holy father the pope confirm all thefe things by 
ordering monitory and general mandates for the 
accomplifhment of them, againfl: us, our heirs and 
fucceffors, and againfl our fubjeds, (whether com- 
monalties, univerfities, colleges or private perfons 
of whatever defcription,) and by granting fentences 
of excommunication, fufpenfion or interdid, to be 
incurred by us or by them, as foon as we or they 
fliall attempt or do any thing contrary to thefe arti- 
cles, by occupying towns, caflles, fortreffes, or any 
other aft, by giving comfort, aid, advice or affifl- 
ance, that may in any way infringe upon the true 
meaning, of this treaty. 

* We have caufed our very dear eldefl fon, Ed- 
ward prince of Wales, to fwear to the aforefaid 
articles, in like manner as ourfelf j and alfo our 
younger fons, Lionel earl of Ulfler, John earl of 
Richmond and Edmund of Langley ; and alfo our 
dear coufin Philip de Navarre, the dukes of Lan- 
cafter and Brittany, the earls of Stamford and Salif- 
bury, the lord of Manny, the captal de Buch, the 
lord de Monfort, loKd James Audley, fir Roga: 

Beau* 
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Beauchamp, fir John Chandos, lord Ralph Ferrers^ 
lord Edward de Spenfer, fir William and fir 
Thomas Felton, fir Euftace d'Ambreticourt, fir 
Franque van Halle, fir John Moubray, fir Bartholo- 
mew Burgherlh, fir Henry Percy, and feveral other 
knights. And we will alfo have the aforefaid 
articles in like manner fworn to, as foon as we well 
can, by our other children, and by the greater part 
of our prelates, churchmen, earls, barons and other 
nobles of our realm. In witnefs whereof, we have 
affixed our feal to thefe prefents, given in our f ovra 
of Calais, the 24th day of Oftober, in the year of 
grace 1360*.* 

Among other letters which had been drawn up, 
as well at Bretigny near Chartres as at Calais, dur- 
ing king John's refidence there, was the above letter, 
now under examination of king Charles, his eldefl: 
fon, and the principal perfons of his council. After 
it had been niaturely confidered by the prelates and 
barons of France who had been fummoned to this 
council, they told the king, that neither the king of 
England nor the prince of Wales had kept or ful- 
filled the articles of the treaty of Bretigny ; but, on 
the contrary, had taken poffeffion of caftles and 
towns by force, and had remained in the aforefaid 
kingdom of France, to its great lofs ; where they 
had pillaged and ranfomed its fubjefts ; by which 
means, the payment for the redemption of the late 
king John was ftill part in arrear : that upon this, 
and upon other points, the king of France and his 



♦ See this and other treaties, in the Foedera, relative to 
ihe peace of Bretigaj. 
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fubjefts had good right and juft caufe to break the 
peace, to make war upon the Englifh, and deprive 
them of the poflefEons they had on this fide the 
fea. 

The king was alfo fecretly advifed, after much 
deliberation, in fuch words as thefe : * Dear fire, 
undertake with courage this war : you have a very 
good caufe to induce you to do fo: and know, 
that as foon as you fhall have determined upon it, 
you will find that many in the duchy of Acquitaine 
will turn to your fide ; fuch as prelates, barons, 
earls, knights, fquires, and citizens of the principal 
towns ; for as the prince proceeds in levying this 
hearth tax, in the fame proportion will hatred and 
ill-v/ill follow from all ranks, as they will be very 
miferable fhould he fucceed in his attempt As 
for thofe of Poitou, Saintonge, Rouergue, Quercy, 
and la Rochelle, from their nature they cannot love 
the Englifh, who in their turn, being proud and 
J>refumptuous, have not any afFeftion for them, nor 
ever had. Add to this, that the officers bf the 
prince are fuch extortioners, as to lay their hands on 
whatever they can find, and levy fuch heavy taxes, 
under the name of the prince,, that they leave nothing 
to the fubjeft : befides, the gentlemen of the coun- 
try cannot obtain any offices, for they are all feized 
On by the Englifh knights attached to the prince/ 

By thefe arguments, the king of France was de* 
termined to declare war ; and the duke of Anjou, 
who at that time was at Touloufe, took great pains 
to bring it about ; for he was very defirous that the 
war fhould be renewed with the Ei^Uibj as he was 

one 
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one vi^ho could not love them for fome affronts they 
had put upon him in former times *. 

On the other hand, the Gafcons frequently faid 
to the king of France ; * Dear fire, we infill that 
we have an appeal to' your court, (and therefore 
fupplicate you to do us juftice, as being the moft upr 
right prince in the world,) in regard to the great in- 
juries and extortions which the prince of Wales and 
his people want to impofe upon us. Should you 
refufe, however, to do us right, we will feek for it 
in other courts, and we will place ourfelves imder 
that lord who will exert himfelf to preferve our 
rights ; by which means you may lofe the princi'» 
pality.* 

The king of France, who very unwillingly 
would have fuffered this lofs, for it would have been 
of the greateft prejudice to his kingdom, made a 
courteous reply ; * that never, for want of law or 
advice Ihould they apply to any other court than his 
own ; but it was proper fuch affairs fhould be treat- 
ed with mucTi deliberation and prudence.* 

In this manner, he kept them in expedation for 
one year, detaining them privately at Paris ; where, 
befides paying all their expences, he made them 
handfome prefents and gave them rich jewels. He, 
however, inquired fecretly, whether, in cafe the 
peace fhould be broken, and war with the Engiiih 
recommence, they would fupport him : they re- 
pUed, that he ought not to be alarmed, nor prevent- 

• VciT' probably for having efcaped dillionorably froni 
England, where he was an hoftage for bis father king Johzu 
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ed from carrying on the war in their country, as 
they were fufficiently able to make head againft the 
prince, and all the force he could employ. 

The king, at the fame time, founded thofe of 
Abbeville, if they would return to their allegiance, 
and become good Frenchmen : they defired 
nothing more eameftly than to do fo, for much did 
they hate the Englifh. Thus did the king of 
France acquire friends on all fides : -otherwife, he 
would not have dared to a£t as he did. At this 
time was born Charles of France, eldeft fon to the 
king of France, in the year of grace, 1368, which 
gave great joy to the kingdom. Before this time, 
had been bom Charles d'Albret. The birth of thefe 
two children, who were coufins german, was highly 
pleafing to the whole realm, but particularly to the 
king of France, 



CHAP. CCXLV. 

THE KING OF FRANCE SENDS A SUMMONS TO THE 
PRINCE OF WALES, TO APPEAR IN THE CHAM- 
BER, OF PEERS AT PARIS, IN THE MATTER OF 
AN APPEAL FROM THE BARONS OF OASCONY. 

nrHE king of France was fo ftrongly advifed by 
his council, and fo ftrenuoufly entreated by the 
Gafcons, that an appeal was drawn up, and fent to 
Acquitaine, to fummon the prince of Wales to ap-» 
pear before the parliament of Paris, It was in the 
names of the earl of Armagnac, the lord d'AIbret, 
the e?urls of Perigord and of Comminges, the vif* 

count 
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count of Carmaingj the lords de la Barde and de 
Pincomet, who were the principal appellants. 

In this appeal, the faid Gafcons complained of 
certain oppreffive grievances which the prince of 
Wales and of Acquitaine was about to inflid oa 
them and their vaffals ; and that the faid Gafcons 
appealed to and claimed th^ jurifdiSion of the king 
of France, whom, as a matter of right, they had 
chofen for their judge. 

When this appeal from the faid barons and lords 
of Gafcony had been well drawn out, and reduced 
to writing, after different correftions, in the bed 
poffible manner by the wifeft of the French coim*i 
cil, and after it had been very fully confidered, they 
refolved that it fliould be fignified to the prince of 
Wales, that they fummoned him to appear in per- 
fon, in the chamber of peers at Paris, to anfwer the 
comjJaints made againft him and attend the judg- 
ment : to which effeft, orders were given to an 
eloquent lawyer, that the bufinefs might be more 
properly done, and to a very noble knight of Beauce, 
called Caponnel de Caponnal. 

Thefe two commiffioners left Paris with their at- 
tendants, taking the road towards Bourdeauz. 
They paffed through Berry, Touraine, Poitou, 
Saintonge, and came to Blaye, where they croffed 
the Garonne : from thence they went to Bour- 
deaux, where the prince and princefs at that time 
refided, more than at any other place. Thefe com- 
miffioners declared wherever they pafled, that they 
were come by orders of the king of France ; by 
fyhich means, they were in all places well received. 

Bb^ Wheft 
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When they entered the city of Botirdeatlx, thajf 
took up their quarters at an inn (for it was latCj^ 
aboiit the hour of vefpers), and remained there alt 
that night. On the following day, at a propef 
hour, they went to the abbey of St. Andrew, where 
the prince of Wales kept his court. 

The knights and fquires of the prince received 
them kindly, out of refpeft to the king of Pirance, 
by whom they faid they were fent. The prince of 
Wales was foon informed of their arrival, and or- 
dered them to be brought to him. When they 
tame into his prefence, they bowed very low, and 
faluted him with great refpedl (as was on every ac- 
fcount his due, and they well knew how to pay it), 
and then gave him their credential letters. The 
prince took them, and, after having read every 
word, faid, * You are welcome : now communicate 
all that you have to fay to us.' * Refpefted fir,* faid 
the lawyer, * here are letters which were given td 
tis by our honored lord the king of France ; which 
letters we engaged on our faith to publifli in youi' 
prefence, for they nearly relate to you.' The 
prince upon this changed colour, from his gteat dif- 
ficulty to conjecture what they could relate to : the 
barons and knights who were with him were equally 
aftoniflied: but he reftrained himfelf, and added^ 
* Speals;, fpeak : all good news we will cheerfully 
hear.' The lawyer then opened the letter^ and 
read, word for word, the contents of it, which 
Were: 

* Charles, by the grace of God, king of Fraiwie, 
to our nephew the prince of Wdes and Ac^juitaine^ 

health* 
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liniverdties, fraternities and colleges of the country 
and diftrid of Gafcony, refiding and inhabiting 
Upon the borders of our realm, together with many 
others from the country and duchy of Acquitaine, 
have come before us, in our court, to claim juftice 
for certain grievances and unjuft opprefllons which 
you, through weak counfel and foolifh advice, have 
been induced to do to them, and at which we are 
much aftonifhed. Therefore, in order to obviate 
and remedy fuch things, we do take cognisance of 
their caufe, infomuch that we, of our royal majefty 
and fovereignty, order and command you to appear 
in our city of Paris in perfon^ and that you iDiew and 
prefent yourfelf before us, in our chamber of peers, 
to hear judgment pronounced upon the aforefaid 
complaints and grievances done by you to your 
fubje^ts, who claim to be heard, and to have the 
jurifdiftion of our court. Let there be no delay in 
obeying this fummons, but fet out as fpeedily as poE- 
(ibie after having heard this order read* In witn^ 
Whereof, we have affixed our feal to thefe prefenttt 
Given at Paris, the 25th day of January, 1369/ 
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CHAP. CCXLVL 

THE PRINCE OF WALES IMPRISONS THE COMMIS- 
SIONERS FROM THE KING OF FRANCE WHO HAD 
BROUGHT HIM THE SUMMONS OF APPEAL FROM 
THE LORDS OF GASCONY TO THE COURT OF 
FRANCE. 

TXT'HEN the prince of Wales had heard this letter 
read, he was more aftoniflied than before* 
He fhook his head ; and after having eyed the faid 
Frenchmen, and confidered awhile, he replied -as 
foHows : * We (hall willingly attend on the ap- 
pointed day at Paris, fince the king of France fenda 
for us ; but it will be with our helmet on our head, 
5tnd accompanied by fixty thoufand men/ The two 
Frenchmen, upon this, f^l on their knees, faying ^ 
* Dear fir, have mercy, for God's fake : do not bear 
this appeal with too much anger nor indignation,. 
We are but meffengers fent by our lord the king' 
of France, to whom we owe all obedience (as your 
fubjeSs in like manner do to you), and to whom it 
is proper we fhould pay it: therefore, whatever 
anfwer you Ihall wifh to charge us with, we wiH 
very willingly report it to our lord.* * Oh no,' re- 
plied the prince, * I am not in the leafl angry with 
you, but with thofe who fent you hither. Your 
king has been ill-advifed, thus to take the part of 
our fubjefts, and to wilh to make himfelf judge of 
what he has nothing to do with, nor any right to 
interfere in. It fhall be very clearly demonftrated 
to him, that when he gave poffeffion and feifin of 
the whole duchy of Acquitaine to our lord and 

father^ 
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father, or to his commlffaries, he furrendered alfo 
alljurifdiftion overjt ; and all thofe who have now 
appealed againft us, have no other court to apply to, 
but that of England, and to our lord and father. 
It fhall coft a hundred thoufand lives, before it 
Ihall be otherwife.* 

On faying this, the prince quitted them, and en- 
tered another apartment, leaving them quite- thun- 
derftruck. 

Some Englilh knights came to them, and faid ; 
* My lords, you muft go from hence, and return to 
your h6tel : you have well executed the bufinefs 
you came here upon, but you will not have any 
other anfwer to it than what you have juft heard/ 

The knight and lawyer returned to their inn, 
where having dined, they foon after packed up 
their baggage, and mounting their horfes, fet out 
fron^ Bourdeaux, taking the road to Touloufe, to 
relate to the duke of Anjou what they had done. 

The prince of Wales was much caft down by this 
appeal which had been made againfl him. His 
knights and barons were not in better fpirits : they 
wiflied, and even advifed the prince to kiU the two 
meffengers, as a falary for their pains; but the 
prince forbade it to be done. His thoughts, how- 
cver^ were ill-inclined to them : when he heard 
they were fet out, and had taken the road 
towards Touloufe, he called fir Thomas Felton % 
the high fteward of Rouergue, fir Thomas de 



♦ Barnes fays, fir Thomas Felton was fen^fchal of Ac- 
ijuitaine, and fir Thomas Wake fenefchal of Rouergue. 
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fiwitchardon, fit Thomas Percy, his chancellor th^ 
biihop of Rodez, and feveral others of his principal 
barons j of whom he aiked, * Have thefe French-* 
men that are gone away any paffpotts from me P 
They anfwered, that they had heard nothmg about 
&• * No,* repHed the prince, fhaking his head : * it 
is not right that they fhould fo eafily leave our 
eoimtry, and go to relate their prattle to the duke 
of Anjou, who loves us little, and fay how they 
have fummoned us perfonally in our own palace. 
They are, upon due confideration, meffengers from 
my vaffals, the earl of Armagnac, the lord d'Albret, 
the earls of Perigord, Comminges and of Carmaing, 
rather than from the king of France j fo that, for 
the vexation they have given us, we confent they 
fiiould be detained and thrown into prifon.' The 
council of the prince were well pleafed on hearing 
this^ as k was before their advice, and faid it had 
been but toa long delayed. 

The high fteward of Agenois was charged with 
Urn commiffion: his name was fir William le 
Moine, a very gallant and noble knight of England : 
who immediately mounted his horfe vath his at- 
tendants, and left Bourdeaux* He madefuch hafte^ 
in purfuing thefe Frenchmen, that he overtook 
them before they had paffed the diftrid of Agenois. 
Upon coming up with them, he arretted them 
wader title of his office, and found another pretence 
for fo doing without compromifing the prince^ 
whofe name he never mentioned, but faid,^ their 
boll of the preceding evening had complained to 
bim that they had taked on^ of his hor£es in 

miftake 



38i 

miftake from his inn. The knight and lawyer 
"vrere aftoniftied on hearing this, and endeavoured to 
cxcufe themfelves, but in vain, for they could not 
obtain their liberty. They were conduced to the 
city of Ageri, and put in the prifon of the caftlc. 
The Englifh fuffered feme of their attendants to Jre- 
turn to France, who, paffing through Toukjufe^ 
related to the duke of Anjou every thing as it had 
happened. The duke was not much difpleafed 
thereat; for he thought it would be the beginning- 
of the war, and prepared to take his meafures 
accordingly^ 

News of the imprifonment of his commiflioners 
was foon carried to the king of France ; for their 
fervants, being returned to court, told all they had 

.. feen and heard from their mafters, in regard to the 
ftate, government and countenance of the prince of 
Wales ; which, coming to the ears of the king, 
inflamed his anger: he was greatly vexed, and 

' thought much upon it, as well as on the words of 
the prince, on receiving this appeal, namrfy, that 
he would attend the appeal in perfon, with his 
helmet on his head, accompanied by fixty thoufand 
men. This haughty and proud anfwrer occupied 
ihe mind of the king of France : he therefore, moft 
prudently and wifely, began to make preparations 
for fupporting the weight of this enfuing war ; for 
in truth it was likely to be very heavy as well as 
hazardous, and to draw upon him the whole force 
of the kjng of England, againft whom his prede- 
;c;effors had laboured fo imich in foriner times, as 
fi^ beeii related ia this hiftory. 3ut he was 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly folicited by the great lords of Guyenlie Ofl 
the other hand, who demonftrated to him the 
extortions of the Englifh, and the great loffes which 
this might in future occafion to him, the truth of 
which he well knew. What appeared to affefl: 
him the moft, in beginning this war, was his con- 
fideration for the deftrufliion of his poor people^ 
which might continue . for a long time, and the 
dangers and opprobrium which his nobles had fuf* 
fered from the laft war. 
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CHAP. CCXLVir. 

THE DUKE OF BERRY AND SEVERAL MORE LORDS, 
WHO HAD BEEN HOSTAGES IN ENGLAND, RE* 
TURN TO FRANCE. 

HTHE king of France and his council, not regard* 

ing the haughty anfwer from the prince of 

Wales, made every preparation which might be 

neceflary for the grand event about to take place. 

At this period, the lord John of France, duke of 
Berry had returned home, through the favor of the 
king of England, who had granted him permiffion 
to remain a year in France. He afted fo prudently, 
and made fo many different excufes, that he nevar 
went back ; for the war fpeedily broke out, as you 
will hear related. 

Sir John de Harcourt had alfo returned to hie 
own country, where his eftates had been granted 
him, through the folicitations of fir Louis de Har- 
court his uncle, who wfc from Poitou, and at the 

II time 
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dxAe one of the prince's knights. Sir lohn dfe 
Harcourt fell lick, which happened to him very 
opportunely ; for it lafted until the renewal of the 
war, fo that he never again returned to England, 

Sir Guy de Blois, who at that time was a young 
fquire, and brother to the earl of Blois, obtained his 
liberty alfo ; for when he perceived that the king 
of France, for whom he was hoftage, had not 
thought of ranfoming him, he made overtures to 
the lord de Coucy, who had married one of the 
king's daughters, and who had a very great 
revenue in right of his wife, afligned to him on the 
king's treafury. This treaty advanced fo well be- 
tween the king, his fon-in-law, and fir Guy, that 
the latter, with the permiffion of his tv^ brothers 
Louis and John, and with the confent of the king 
of France, gave up wholly and abfolutely into the 
bands of the king of England, the county of 
Soiffons ; which county the king of England gave 
again, and prefented to the lord de Coucy, who-re- 
leafed it for four thoufand livres a-year annua! rent. 
Th^is were thefe agreements and covenants finifhed. 

The earl Peter d'Alen^on had, through the good 
will of the king of England, returned alfo to 
France, where he remained fo long, and made fo 
many excufes, that he never went back to refume 
his duty as hoftage : but, I believe, at laft he paid 
thirty thoufand francs, to acquit his faith and oathi 

Before this time, a fortunate circumftance hap- 
pened to duke Louis de Bourbon, who was one of 
the hpftages in England. By favor of the king of 
England, he had returned tS France j and while he 

was 
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was at Paris with his brother-in-law king Charleff, 
it chanced that the bifliop of Winchefter, chanceU 
lor of England, died. There was at that time a 
prieft in England of the name of William of Wykcr 
bam ; this William was fo high in the king's grace 
that nothing was done, in s^y r.efpe£t whatever, 
without his advice. When the chancellorfliip and 
bifhoprick thus became vacant, the king of Eng- 
land immediately wrote to the duke of Bourbon, at 
the requeft and prayer of the faid William, to beg 
of him, through the affection he had foir him, to go 
to the holy father Urban, and prevail on him Jq 
grant the vacant biflioprick of Winchefter to his 
diaplain ; an^ that, in return, l}e would be very 
courteous to him as to his ranfom. 

When the duke of Bourbon received the mef? 
iengers with the letters from the king of England, 
he was much pleafed, and explained to the king of 
France what the king of England and fir WiHianoi 
wanted him to do. The king advifed him to go to 
the pope. The duke therefore, with his attendants, 
in^nediately fet out and travelled until they came to 
Avignon, where pope Urban refided, for he had not 
as yet fet out for Rome. The duke made his re* 
queft to the holy father, who direflly granted it, 
and gave to him the biflioprick of Winchefter, to 
difpofe of as he ftiould pleafe ; and if he found the 
king of England courteous and liberal as to }pk 
ranfom, he was very willing that Wykeham j(hpul4 
have this biflioprick, ^ • 

The duke upon this returned to France, a&4 
^erwajrdjs to gnglandi^ where fee entered into g 
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treaty with the king and his council for his ranfom, 
fliewing at the fame time his bulls from the pope. 
The king, who loved Wykeham very much, did 
whatever he defired. The duke had his liberty, on 
paying twenty thoufand francs ; and fir * William 
Wykeham was made bifliop of Winchefter and 
chancellor of England. 

In this manner, the French lords who were 
hoftages in England obtained their liberty. We 
will now return to the war in Gafcony, which firft 
broke out on account of the appeal that has been 
already fpoken of. 



* * The cuflom of prefixing the addition of Sir to the 
Chriftian name of a clergyman was formerly ufoal in this 
country. Fuller, in his church -hiftory, book vi. enumerates 
feven chauntries, part of a much larger number, in the old 
cathedral of St. Paul* in the time of king Edward VI. with, 
the names of the then incumbents, moft of whom have the 
addition of fir ; upon which he remarks, and give this reafon 
why there were formerly more firs than knights : fuch 
prieHs as have the addition of fir before their Chriftiaa 
name were men not graduated in the univcrfity, being in 
orders, but not in degrees ; whilft others, entitled Mafters, 
had commenced in the arts. This ancient ufage is alluded 
to in the following humorous catch : 

• Now I am married, Sir John V\l not curfe : 
He join'd us together for better for worfe. 
But if I were fmgle, I do tell you plain, 
I'd be well advisM, ere I married again.' 

Sir John Hawkins* Hift* of Mu/iCi vol. il. p. 518. 
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CHAP. CCXLVni. 

THE EARL OF PERIGORD*, THE VISCOUNT O* 
CARMAING AND OTHER BARONS OF GASCONV 
DEFEAT THE HIGH STEWARD OF ROUERGUE. 

VOU have heard how much the prince of Wales 
was offended by the funimonS'y which had been 
ferved on, him- to appear at the court of the parlia- 
ment in Paris. It was fully his intention to perform 
the anfwer he had given to the commiflioners from? 
the king, namely, that in the courfe of the fummer 
he would eome and take his feat, and perfonally 
appear at the feaft of the lenditf. He therefore 
font orders to thofe captains of Englifh and Gafcon* 
companies who were attached to him, and in q^uar^ 



* The earls of CarmaJng have fince takei> the name of. 
Foix, by an alliance with an heirefs *of this namc» who- 
brought to them the county of Foix, in, the fourteenth cctt>» 
tury. 

The earls of Pengord bear to this d'ay the fame name; 
they are like wife known under thofe of prince of Chalais,. 
earls of Perigord,.or earIs.of Taleyran, which is the primi^ 
tive name of their houfe.. M. de Taleyran de P^rigord was 
blfliop of Autun, of which office he divefted himfelf, when,, 
in the courfe of the revolutionary furor, epifcopacy became 
unpopular, and is now niinifter for foreign affairs to the 
republic of France, i S03 . 

+ Lendit, — a great fair kept (in a field near St. Denis) 
from ^e fecond Wcdnefday in June until Midfummer eve,, 
—whence ^ 

Lendits,*-gate-money, fairings, or yearly piefents be- 
ftowed by the fcliolars of the univerfity,-efpecially thofe of 
Paris on their tutors.— Core rave. 
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ters upon the banks of the Loire, not to march to 
any- great diftance from that river, for he fliould 
fhortly have occafion for them, and would find 
them employment. The greater part of thefe com- 
panies were much rejoiced at the news. 

The prince would not have failed in his inten- 
tions, but that his illnefs and the fwelling daily in- 
creafed (which had been caufed by his expedition 
into Spain) : fo that his attendants were very much 
alarmed at it, for he could not at this moment 
mount his horfe. 

The king of France had received accurate infor- 
mation of all this, and had teen fumiflied with the 
ftatement of his cafe drawn up in writing ; from 
which the phyficians and furgeons of France judged 
that he had a confirmed dropfy, and declared him 
unable ever to recover. 

As foon as the capture of fir Caponnel de Ca- 
ponnal and the man of law was publicly known, 
who, as it has been before faid, were arretted by fir 
William le Moine, and carried prifoners to Agen, 
the earl of Comminges, the earl of Perigord, the 
vifcount of Carmaing, fir Bertrand Taude,'the lord 
de la Barde» the lord de Pincornet, and many more 
knights and fquires who refided on their eftates and 
lordfhips, were very much offended at tliis meafure ; 
fmce for them, and upon their account, had they 
undertaken this commiffion. They determined to 
have revenge for this violence, and to begin the 
war in their own country, by making prifoners 
fome of thofe attached to the party of the prince. 
. They had infortnation that fir Thomas Wake was 

C c 2 ou 



388 

en his road to Rhodez> to examine the ftreixgth of 
the caftle ; that he was at Villeneuve d'Agenois^ 
from whence he was to be efcorted by only fixty 
lances. 

When thefe knights heard this news, they were 
in high fpirits, and refolved to lay an ambufcade for 
fir Thomas, confifting of three hundred lances j, 
fo that about two leagues from Montauban, as the 
high fteward was continuing his route with fixty 
lances and two hundred archers, they were attacked 
by this large ambufcade of Gafcons. The Englifli 
were very much furprifed j for they, not fufpecling 
fueh an attack, were quite unprepared for it : how- 
ever, they began to exert themfehres ftautly in felf- 
defence ; but the Gafcpns, who had formed their 
plan at leifure, were too many for them, and at the 
firft fliock numbers were difmounted : ihe Englifhj^ 
not being able to refill the violence of the Gafcons 
of Perigord, Comminges and Carmaing, were 
thrown jnto diforder, and,, being defeated without 
much refinance, turned their backs. Many were 
taken and flain. Sir Thomas was obliged himfelf 
to fly, otberwife he would have been made pri- 
foner ; and he owed his fafety to the fleetnpfe of his 
horfe, which carried him to Montauban* The 
Gafcons and others returned to their own countrv, 
carrying with them their prifoners and booty. • 

News was very foon brought to the prince of 
Wales, who at that time refided at Angoul6me, 
how his high fteward of Rouergue had been de- 
feated by the eart of Perigord^ and by thofe other 
Qoblemen who had fummoned him by appeal ta 

the 
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the chaniber of peers at Paris. Much enraged was 
the prince, when it was told him : he faid, he 
would liave « fevere and early revenge for this^ 
uponthe perfons and lordfhips where this outrage- 
had been committed. He wrote direftly to ftr John 
Chandos, who had retired to his eftate at St. Sau- 
veur le Vicomte in Cou^antlin, ordering him to 
cx)me to him, without delay, as foon as he ftiould 
have received his letter. 

€ir John Chandos, defirous of dbeying the 
prince, made all poffible hafte, and came to Angou- 
leme t© the prince, who received him with great 
joy. Soon after, the prince fent Wm to Montau- 
ban, wirfi a large body of men at arms and archers, 
to mak^ war oipon the Gafcons and Rrench, who 
were every day increafing in numbers, making in- 
curfions upon the territories of the prince. 

Sir Thomas Wake collected his fcattered men as 
well as he could, and went to Rhodez, which he 
amply reinforced and re-vi6lualled, as well as the 
caftle of Milhaud upon the confijaes of Montpel- 
lier^ ap.d in every place he ,p\it jnqn at arjns apd 
archers. 



Sir John Chandos made the town of Montaubah 
his head-quarters, and gallantly defended the fron- 
tiers agaiinft the Gafcons and French, with the 
other knights whom the prince of Wales had fent 
thither ; fuch as, the captal de Buch, the two bro- 
thers de Pommicrs, fir John and fir Helie, the fouU 
dich de I'Eftrade, the lord of Partenay, the lord of 
Pons, fir Louis de Harcourt, the lord de Pinaine, 
tfee lord de Tannaybouton and fir Richard de 
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Pontchardon. Thefe knights, with their companies, 
made frequent attacks upon the forces of the earl of 
Armagnac, the lord d* Albret, the earls of Perigord 
and Comminges, the vifcounts of Carmaing and of 
Tharide, the lord de la Barde, and feveral other 
barons and knights of the fame connexion, who, 
with their companies, were upon this frontier. 
Sometimes one fide was viSorious, fometiujes the 
other, as in war fuch things commonly happen. 

The duke of Anjou remained very quiet, and 
made not the fmalleft movement, notwithftanding 
the rumours he heard ; for the king of France had 
ftridly ordered him not to make war upon the 
prince of Wales, nor on his fubjefts, until he Ihou^d 
receive from him politive orders for fo doing. 



CHAP. CCXLIX. 

THE KING OF FltA-NCE GAINS OVER SEVERAL 

CAPTAINS OF THE FREE COMPANIES. ^H^ 

, BENDS HIS DEFIANCE TO THE KING OF ENG- 
LAND. 

nrHE king of France, all this time was fecretly and 
ably gaining over feveral of the captains of the 
free companies, and others attached to the party of 
the Englifli, who had afcended the river Loire, and 
were on the confines of Berry and Auvergne, 
where the king pf France had given his permiilion 
for them to refide. Not one of the companies of 
France was in motion ; for the king did not wi(h 

that 
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that his name fliould yet be made ufe^f in this 
war, .left it might do his affairs harm, and left he 
'ihould lofe the county of Ponthieu, which he was 
ivery anxious to regain. 

Had the king of England perceived that the king 
of France intended war, he would eafily have pre* 
vented the lofs of Ponthieu by reinforcing the gar- 
rifons of Abbeville with Englifti, and others at- 
tached to him ; fo that he would have been maftel: 
of the whole country ; and in the like manner 
V^ould he have done to all the other garrifons de- 
pendant on jhat county. 

The king of England had at thid time, for high 
fteward of Ponthieu, a good Englifli knight called 
iir Nicholas Louvain^ ixx whom the king had great 
xronfidence, and witli juftice 5 for, fooner than com- 
mit any cowardly or unworthy deed, he would have 
Jhad his Jimbs torn from him. 

At this period, the king of France fent to Eng- 
land the earl of Saltzburg and fir William des 
Dormans, to remonftrate with the king and his 
council, and to complain that part of the country 
of France h^d been, and ftill was, much harafled, 
as well by the daily incurfions of the free compa- 
nies, who had for thefe laft iix years made war upon 
France, as by other oppreflbrs, of which the king 
of Francq and his council had had information, 
and were very ill fatisfied that the king of England 
and his eldeft fon the prince of Wales fliould ad in 
fuch a manner as to countenance them. 

Thefe two perfonages remained in England for 
the fpace of two months : and during this time, 
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they propofed various agreements and reafons to the 
]ting, which made him frequently out of humpuy 
and in a paffion ; but they did not pay much at? 
tention to this, for they had received inftruftions 
from the king of France and his council how to aft 
and whiat to Iky. 

t^en the king of France bad received fuch lUi. 
formation as he could depend on, that the inhabi- 
tants of Abbeville were in their hearts Frenchmen j 
that the war was begun in Qafcpny ; that all the 
men at arms in the kingdom of France were pre- 
pared, and eager to wage war upon the prince of 
Wales and to enter his territories ; he was anxious 
that no reproach might be caft on him, either at 
the prefent moment, or in times to come, for havr 
ing ordered an army into the territories of the king 
of England, or the prince of Wales, tP take cities, 
caftles, towns or fortrefles, without having fent 
them a challenge: he therefore refolved to defy 
the king of England ; which he did by fealed letters. 
One of his valets, whp was from Brittany, carried 
them. He met ^t Dover the earl of Salt^burg and 
fir William des DormSns, who were returning 
from England to France, having accompHfhed the 
|3ufinefs they had been fent on. The Breton, ac- 
cording to the orders he had received, told them 
what he was going about ; which they no fooner 
heard than they fet off as quidkly as poffible, and 
crofled the fea. They were very happy when they 
found themfelves ijji the tpwn and fprtrefs of Bou- 
Ipgne. 

About 
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About this time, fir Guifcard d'Aiigle, marfiial 
of Acquitaine, had been fent by the prince of Wales 
to pope Urban V. at Rome, on affairs relating ta,' 
Acquitaine. He had found the pope very polite in 
complying with the requefts he had to make to him. 
On his return, he firft heard the news of war being 
made on the prince, and that the French had en- 
tered the principality. He was very much furpnfed 
at this, and dubious how he fhould be able to con- 
tinue his journey. He went, however, to the gal- 
lant earj of Savoy, whorji he found at the town of 
Pignerol, ii; Piedmont, engaged in war with the 
marquis de Saluces* 

The earl of Savoy received fir Guifcard and his 
company with great pleafure : he entertained them 
for two days with much magnificence, and prefbnt* 
ed them with handfome gifts, particularly fir Guif- 
card, who had the larger fliare ; for the gallant earl 
refpefted him greatly, on account of his hardy 
knighthood^ 

When fir Guifcard and his companions had left 
the earl of Savoy, the nearer they approached the 
bpundafies of France and Burgundy the worfe 
news they heard, anci mo^^e difagreeable to their 
feelings. Sir Guifcard, having well confidered all 
the information he could gain, faw that it would be 
impoffible for him to return to Guyenne in the 
(late he travelled. He therefore delayed as much as 
he could, and gave the command of his whole array 
and attendants to a knight ca}led fir John Shore, 
who had married his daughter. Sir John came 
from Brittany, and fpoke very good French : he 

took 
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look the coraniand of all the attendants and bagr 
gage of his father-in-law : when coming to the eftate 
of the lord of Beaujeu, he croffed the river Soane, 
;ind became fo well acquainted with the lord of 
Beaujeu that he conduced him and his whole com- 
pany to Rion in Auvergne, to the duke of Berry : 
he there offered to become a true Frenchman, pro- 
vided he jvere fuffered to return peaceably to his 
houfe in Britanny, as it had before been fettled be- 
tween him and the lord of Beaujeu. 

In the mean time^ fir Gtiifcard, under the dif- 
guife of a poor chaplain, ill mounted and badly 
iequipped, paffed through France, Burgundy and 
Auvergne, and with great diffictylty entered the 
principality. On his arrival at Angouleme, he wa3 
heartily received by the prince of Wales. 

Another knight, whofe name was fir William de 
Sens, who had accompanied him on this embafly to 
Rome, took refuge in the abbey of Clugny ia Burr 
gundy, from whence he never ftirred for five years,, 
and at laft turned Frenchman. 

We will now return tp the Breton who was the 
bearer of the challenge from Charles Idng of 
France to Edward king of England^ 
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CHAP. CCL. 

jCHALLENGES FROM FRANQE ARE DELIVERED TO 
THE KJNG OF ENGLAND. — THE EARL DE, 
5T. POL AND THE LORD DE CHATILLON CON- 
fiUER THE COUNTY OF PONTHIEU. 

T^HE valet before mentioned made hafte to Lon- 
don, as be had heard the king of England and 
hjis council were affembled at the palace of Weft- 
minder. The king had for fome time held various 
councils upon the ftate of the prince's afl^irs, who 
was at war with the barons and knights of Gafcony, 
%o examine into the bed means of affifting him, and 
to confider whom he fhould fend from England to 
the prince's aid. He fopn heard other news, which 
troubled hijn more than before ; for the valet who 
was the bearer of thefe letters managed fo as to 
enter the chamber where the king and his council 
were fitting. He faid he wa$ a valet belonging to 
the hpufehold of the king of France, and had been 
fent by that king with letters addreffed to the king 
of England, but was ignorant what were their con- 
tents, nor did it belong to him to know. He prer 
fented them on his knees to the king ; who, being 
defijrous to know what might be their fubjeft, 
ordered them to be taken, opened and read. The 
king and all thofe with nim were much furprifed 
when tl^ey had heard the challenge they contained* 
They examined them very carefully every way, 
as well as the feal, and clearly faw that the challenge 
was good. They ordered the valet to withdraw, 
telling him he had done his bufinefs we}l, and that 

he 
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he might boldly fet out on his return, for he would 
not meet vAth any obftacle to his fo doing, as 
indeed he did not : he therefore went back to 
France as fpeedily as poffible. 

The eari dauphin of Auvergne, the earl of 
Porcien, the lord de Maulevrier, and feveral others 
as this time in England, as hoftages for the king of 
France, were in the greateft anxiety on hearing the 
above intelligence ; for they were doubtful of the 
intentions of the king of England and his council, 
and what they meant to do to them. 

It is proper to be known that the king and his 
council were greatly offended that this challenge 
fhould have been brought by a valet: they faid 
it was not decent that a war between two fuch great 
Iprds as the kings of France and of England fhouid 
he announced and declared by a common fervant ; 
that it would not hj^ve b^n unworthy of a prelate. 
Of of a valiant baron or' knight, to have been the 
hearer of fugh a declaration : however^ nothing 
more was done. 

In this council, the king was advifed to fend di- 
reQly reinforcements of men at arms to Ponthieu, 
to guard that country, more particularly to Abbe- 
ville, which r^n mu^h nik of being taken. The 
king approved of this, and ordered the lord Percy, 
the lord Neville, the lord Garbeftone* and fir 
William Windfor on this bufinefs, with three hun? ' 
dred men at arms and one thoufand archers. 



* 



Barnes fays, lord Henry Percy, lord Williaxn Neville 
and lord Wlllfam Windfor, and one lord more, but does not 
nams hire. 

15 While 
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While thefe lords were making their preparations, 
and were already as far advanced on their road a» 
Dover, to crofs the fea, other news was brought 
which did not pleafe them much. For as foon as 
the earl Guy de St. Pol and fir Hugh de Chatillon, 
who was at that thne mailer of the crofs-bows of 
France, could fuppofe that the king of England had 
received the defiance, they advanc2d towards Pon- 
thieu, having before fent privately their fummons to 
the knights and fquires of Hainault, Artois, Cam- 
brefis, Vermandois, Vimeu and Picardy; fo that 
their whole force amounted ta not lefs than a hun- 
dred and twenty lances, with which they appeared 
before Abbeville. The gates were immediately 
opened, as had before been privately concerted; 
and thefe men at arms entered the town without 
doing any harm to the inhabitants. 

Sir Hugh de Chatillon, who was the leader of 
this expedition, marched to that part of the town 
. where he thought he (hould find the high fteward 
of Ponthieu, fir Nicholas Louvain, and exerted 
himfelf fo effeftually as to make him his prifoner, 
as well as a very rich clerk and valiant man who 
was treafijrer of Ponthieu. The French made this 
day many a good and rich prifoner ; for the Eng- 
lifti loft: every thing they had in the town. 

On the fame day, the French advanced to 
St. Valery, which they took by ftorm ; they did the 
fame to Crotoy *, as well as to the town of Derne f 

upon the fea. 

• ' ... — ■■ — ■ ■ . 11 . 

• Crotoy, — a town oppofice to St. Valery, on the Somme. 
t Derne. No fuch place. Q^ if not Rue, which is a 
fraall town on the coaft, two miltrs from St. Valery. 

Shortly 
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Shortly after, the earl of St. Pol vp*ent to Pont de 
St. Remy on the Somme, where fome Engliffi 
were collefted. The earl ordered them to be 
attacked. There was a grand fldrmifh, with maiiy 
ralorous deeds of arms. His eldeft fori, Galeran j 
was cresited a knight, and did honor to his new 
knighthood. The Englifh were fo roughly handled,; 
that they were either (lain or made prifoners, and 
the bridge and fort conquered by the French, In 
Ihort, the whole territory and county of Ponthieu 
were freed from the Engliflii fo that none remained 
who could any way do mifchief. 

News was brought to the king of England, who» 
was at London, how thofe of Ponthieu had deferted 
him, and turned to the French. The king was 
much enraged at this, and at firft had intentions of 
feverely retaliating upon thofe of the hoftages who 
were ft ill in London ; but he thought it would be 
cruel to make them anfwerable for his ill fortune. 
Neverthelefs, he fent all the citizens who had been 
given as hoftages from the cities and principal 
towns of France, to other towns, caftles and forts 
in his kingdom, and did not allow them the fame 
liberty they had before enjoyed. He ranfomed the 
earl dauphin d' Auvergne for thirty thoufand francs, 
and the earl of Porcien for ten thoufand. The lord 
de Roye, however, remained in prifon, in great 
peril ; for, as he was not in any favour at the court 
of England, he was obliged to endure much ill 
treatment, until delivered by accident and great 
good fortune, as you will hear in the continuance 
of thi^ hiftory. 
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CHAP. CCLL 

THE KINO OF ENGLAND SENDS A LAROB UODT^ 
OE MEN AT ARMS TO THE BORDERS OF SCOT- 
LAND. THE DUKES OP BERRY ANT> OF ANJOtT 

ISSUE THEIR ORDERS FOR THEIR VASSALS TO 
ATTACK THE PRINCE OF WALES. 

int/'HEN the king of England thus faw himfelf 
defied by the king of France ; the county of 
Ponthieu loft, after having coft him fuch fums ia 
the reparation of towns, caftles and houfes (for he 
had expended one hundred thoufand francs i» 
addition to the revenues he drew from it) ; he was 
in a mighty paffion. He had, however, more fears 
of a war from Scotland than from France i he 
knew the Scots did not love him, for the great 
mifchiefs he had done them in former times. 

He therefore fent large detachments of men at 
arms to Berwick, Roxburgh, Newcaftle upon Tyne^ 
and to the whole border, to guard it. He alfo 
ordered detachments to Southampton, Guernfey^ 
and to the ifland of Bliflb * ; for he had procured 
kiformation that the king of France was making 
great preparations, and coUefting a number of 
fliips, in order to invade England. He did not 
know what part to guard the moft ; and, to fpeak 
truth, the Engtifti were vei?y much alarmed.. 

As foon a§ the dukes of Berry and of Anjbu 
were certain that the challenge had been delivered^ 



• Bliflb. C^IOe of Wight, 

and 
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and war declared, being unwilling to remain idle, 
they iffued their fpedal orders ; one in Auvergne, 
the other at Touloufe ; for their vaffals t(y enter the 
principality. The duke of Berry had under his 
command all the barons of Auvergne, of the bi- 
{hopricks of Lyons and Macon, the lords de 
Beaujeu, de Villars, de Toumon, fir Godfrey de 
Boulogne, his brother-in-law fir John d'Armagnac, 
fir John de Villemur, the lords de Montagu and de 
Talencon, fir Hugh Dauphin, the lord de Roche- 
fort and feveral more. Thefe men at arms imme- 
diately advanced to Touraine, and to the borders of 
Berry, from whence they carried the war into the 
fine country of Poitou j but they found it well filled 
with knights and fquires, who did not permit them 
to gain much advantage. 

Sir Louis de St. Julian, fir William des Bourdes, 
and Garnet le Breton, were at that time in garrifon 
in the French caftles of Touraine. Thefe three 
were great captains, brothers in arjms: they per- 
formed many gallant deeds, and did much harm 
to the Englifh, as will hereafter be more fully 
related. . 
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CHAP. CCLII. 

SEVERAL CAPTAINS OF COMPANIES SIDE WITH 

DIFFERENT PARTIES. THE KING OF ENGI-AND 

SKNDS THE EARL OF CAMBRIDGE AND THB 
EARL OF PEMBROKE TO THE ASSISTANCE OF 

HIS SON THE PRINCE OF WALES. THEY PASS 

THROUGH BRITTANY. 

^HE duke of Lancafter poffeffed, as part of his 
inheritance in Champagne, a caftle, fituated 
between Troyes and Chilons, called Beaufort j of 
which an Englifh f quire, named the Pourfuivant 
d' Amour*, was the captain* When this fquire 

per- 



* Pourfuivant d'Amour, was a title that knights and 
fqulres gave thcmfelves, on account of their wearing the 
ponrait or colours of their millreffes, and challenging each 
other to fight in honor of their hidies. 

Barnes calls him Percival Damorie, but I do not fee on 
what foundation : it feems to me to be a corruption of 
Pourfuivant d'Amour. 

* The duke of Lancafter at this fame time loft his caftle of 
Beaufort, between Troyes and Chalons. He had intrufted 
this place to the guard of Evan of Wales. This Evan was 
called le Pourfuivant d'Amour. He was the fon of Edmund, 
the laft of the ancient fovereigns of Wales, who had been 
beheaded by Edward. He had been brought up at the 
court of Philip de Valois, as page of honor to his chamber^ 
a-nd made hip firft campaign under king John. At the peace* 
the duke of Lancafter, who was probably ignorant of his 
birth, made him governor of his caftle of Beaufort. ^ Being 
naturally an enemy to the Englifti, he eagerly feizcd this 
opportunity of revenging himfelf for the ancient injuries of 

his houfe. The king of France accepted his offers of fervice, 
Vol. in. Dd and 
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perceived that the War was renewed between the 
kings of Fi-ance and England, he turned to the 
king of France, and fwore to him faith and loyalty 
from this time forth, as a good Frenchman. The 
king for this enriched him greatly, and left this 
caftle under his care, in conjundion with another 
fquire of Champagne called Yvain. 

The pourfuivant and Yvain wejre great friends. 
They performed many feats of arms againft the 
Englifli, and againft their partifans. 

The canon de Robefart, who had before been a 
loyal and good Frenchman, on the renewal of die 
war turned to the Englifli, and became the liege 
man of the king of England, who was well fatisfied 
with his fervices. 

In this manner, feveral knights and fquires 
changed their party. The duke of Anjou had been 
fo adive among the free companies of Gafcony 
that fir Perducas d'Albret, le petit Mechin, le 
bourg de Breteuil, Aimemon d'Ortigiie, Perrot de 
Savoye, Jacquet de Bray and Naudon de Pans, 
turned Frenchmen ; which much difpleafed the En- 



tLTid gave him the command of feme (hips, with which h« 
made incurfions on the Englifh coa(ls»* 

ffi^» de Frame^par Viliaret, tome v. p. 396W 
There muft be fome miftake in the preceding account 
from Villaret, for Wales was finally conquered by Edward I. 
in 12B3, by the defeat of Llevvel in, and the difgracefui man- 
ner in which Edward murdered his brother David. The 
furrender of the caftle of Beaafort happened nearly one 
hundred years afterwards, fo that Evan could not have been 
a fon of one of oui* laft fovereigns, 

lidi. 
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glilh^ a&thefr forces were greadiy licreakened by il* 
Naudon de B^^gerant, le bourg de I'Efparre, and k? 
boinrg Camus, remained' fteaKiy to the £agU(h ;; 
as well as the moft approved captains among^ 
tfiem, filch: as fir Robert Briquet, Robert Thio^ 
John Trefnelle, Gaillard de Mot te and Aimeiry dt 
Rochechouart. 

Thefe companies of Englifli and Gafeonsy witb 
their followers, fixed their quarters in the bifhdp^ 
rick of Mans in lower Normandy ; where they toofc 
a town called Vire *, and deftroyed and ruined all 
the neighbouring country. Thus thefe free comc 
panies changed their fides ; but all of them were 
engaged for the French 6r Engliflu 

The king of England determined to fend his fbn^ 
Edmuffid of Langley earl of Cambridge, and htsi 
fbn-in*lawv John Haftings earl of Pembroke, to the 
affiftance of the prince of Wales in the duchy of Ac-* 
quitaine, with the command of a body of men at arm$ 
and crofs bowmen^ He alfo named fuch as he thought 
right to fend with them : and in the number were,- 
dfee lord firaddefton f? fir Bryan Stapleton, fir Jc^a 
Trivet^ fir Thomas Banafter and divers others^ 
They emibairked as Ipeedily as they could, and put 
tQ fea, ha^g with them four hundred men at airms 
and as many archers. They fleered their courfe 
for Brittany ;. and^ having a wind to their wilh, 

* Vice, — a tovm ia Normaodji oa the riyer Vicet 
diocefe of Bayeux. 

t In FroifTart, it is * ie fire de Tarbeftonnc/ which I 
think mtrftl be Braddefton. See Dugdalc's Baronage. 

Bd 2 they 
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they landed at the j)ort of St Malo« When John 
de Montfort, duke of Brittany^ was informed of 
th«r arrival, he tvas much rejoiqed, and immediately 
fent fome of his knights to receive and entertain 
them ; namely, fir John de Laigniguay and fir John 
Auguflin. The eaflg of Cambridge and Pembroke 
were well pleafed on feeing thefe knights : but they 
were not perfectly affured If the barons and princi- 
pal towns in Brittany would permit them to pafs 
through the country, in their way to Poitou. The 
Engliih lords, therefore, made this their requeft to 
the duke and to the country. 

The duke, bring very partial to the Englifti, 
complied dire£bly with their wifhes, and aded fo 
efficacioufly with the barons and principal towns that 
it was agreed they (liould pafs through the country in 
a peaceable manner, upon paying for whatever they 
might have occafion to ufe : to which terms the 
Englifli joy fully affented. 

The earls of Cambridge and Pembroke prepared 
to march with their army to join thofe free com- 
panies who were in the province of Msdne, at 
Chateau Gontier * and at Vire ; where they had' 
deftroyed and pillaged the whole country; de* 
claring their intentions to advance farther into the 
interior of the kingdom. 

The Bretons entered into treaty with them ; and 
it was agreed that they fhould have liberty to pafs 
through that country, by croffing the river Loire at 

* Chateau Goncieo — a, town in Anjou. diocefe of Angers. 

3 the 



the bridge of Nantes, engaging not to do any mif- 
chief on their march. 

At this time, fir Hugh Calverley was on the 
borders of Arragon, with a large body of the free 
companies, who had lately quitted Spain* As foon 
as he heard that the French were making war upon 
the prince, he fet off with all the men at arms of 
of the companies, pafled through Arragon and Foix, 
entered Bigorre, and haftened until he carae to the 
prince, who at that time held his court in the city 
of Angouleme. 

When the prince faw him arrive, he gave him a 
handfome reception, and thanked him much for the 
ai&ftance he had brought. He prevailed with him 
to be his gueft until the companies which had left 
Normandy (having firft fold thofe fortreffes which 
they held there) were come ; for the Bretons al- 
lowed them to pafs through their country, provided 
they behaved themfelves well. As foon as they 
were arrived at Angouleme and in that neighbour- 
hood, the prince appointed fir Hugh Calverley to 
be their captain. They were in the whole, including 
thofe who had come with him from Arragon, twp 
thoufand fighting men. 

The prince immediately ordered them to march 
to the eftates of the earl of Armagnac and the lord 
d'Albret, to bum and deftroy them. In confe- 
quence of this order, they made a very difafirous 
war, and did great damages. 
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CHAP. CCLIII. 

THE EARLS OF CAMBRIDG^E AKD OF PEMBROKE 

ARRIVE AT ANGOULEME. THE PRINCE SENDS 

THEM TO OVERRUN THE COUNTY OF PERI- 

CORD. SOME ENGLISH ARE DEFEATED NEAJl 

TO LUSIGNAN. 

'T^HE earls of Cambridge and Pembmfce remain- 
ed at St. Malo with their troops, as has beeta 
before faid, until all the free companies of then- 
party had come through the country with the af- 
fent of the duke of Brittany. When they had 'fuf- 
iiciently recruited themfelves, and had pcnnmiffiaii 
to march, they fet out from St. Malo, and ^by ^eafy 
jdays journeys arrived at Nantes, where the duke 
received thefe lords moft honourably, and kept 
them with him for three days, which were Ipent dn 
magnificent feafts. On the fourth day they »orDffed 
the great river Loire over the bridge at .Nantes, and 
then continued their march oajitil they came to j&n- 
gbul'^e, ^here they found the 'prince and princds. 

The prince was ttiuch rejoiced at the arrival df 
iiis'brother the 'earl of Cambridge and the »earl :©f 
Pembroke, He inquired after the healths ^of ijie 
iing his father, the queen, and his other ^brothers : 
to which -queftions 'he received fatisfadfcory arrrfwers. 
After they h«d remamed with tim three deys, <u)3d 
4iad refrefhed themfelves, the 'prince ordered ^chem 
to fet out from Angouleme, to maikei ^n ^sourfioA 
into the county of Perigord. 

The two lords and the knights who had come 
with them from England inftantly made prepara* 

tious 
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tions to provide themfelves with every thing that 
might be neceffary. Having taken leave of the.prince, 
they marched oflF in grand array. They were, in the 
whole, full three thoufand combatants: among 
thefe were feveral knights and fquires from Poitou, 
Saintonge, Limoufin, Quercy and Rouergue, whom 
the prince ordered to accompany them. 

Thefe lords and^men at arms entered hoftilelv 
the county of Perigord, which they overran, and 
did much mifchief to it. When they had burnt 
and deftroyed the greater part, they laid fiege to a 
fortrefs called Bordeilles*, of which two fquires of 
Gafcony were governors : they were brothers, 
.named Ernaldon and Bemardel de Batefol. 

There were in this garrifon of Bordeilles, with 
the two captains, a number, of men at arms, whom 
-the earl of Perigord had fent thither. It was alfo 
amply provided with artillery, wine, provifion and 
eveiy thing elfe that might be Jieceffary to hold out 
for a confiderabk time ; and thofe in garrifon were 
•well inclined to defend it : fo that during the ifiegp 
•of Bordeilles many gallant deeds of arms, many .a 
ifldrmifh and .many an affault were daily performed* 
The two before-mentioned fquires werebold, proud 
and enterprifing : they little loved the Englifh, and 
in confequence advanced frequently to their barriers 
to Ikirmiih with them. Sometimes one fide con* 
quered, fometimes the other, as it happens in fuch • 
adventures and deeds of arms. 
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• BprdeiUes,— a town in Perigoi^l, diocefepf Perjgjjejjr. 
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On the other hand, there were full one thoufand 
combatants, French, Burguhdians, Bretons, Picards, 
Normans and Angevins, in Poitou, and on thjp 
borders of Anjou and 1 ouraine, who were over- 
running the lands of the prince of Wales, and daily 
committing great devaftations. The leaders of 
thefe men at arms were, fir John de Bueil^ fir Wil- 
liam des Bourdes, fir Louis de St. Julian and Car- 
net le Breton. 

In order to oppofe this force, fome knights and 
fquires of the prince, in particular fir Simon Bur- 
ley and the earl of Angus, were quartered on the 
borders of Poitou and Saintonge ; but they were 
fcarcely a fourth part of the ftrength of the French. 

Whenever the French made any excurfions, they 
amounted always to a thoufand fighting men.: 
whereas the Englifli were never more, at the ut- 
moft, than two or three hundred ; for the prince 
had fent off three very large detachments,— one to 
Montauban, of five hundred men at arras, under fir 
Johh Chandos, to ravage the lands of the earl d*Ar- 
magnac and the lord d'Albret, — another of confi- 
derable numbers, under fir Hugh Calverley, — and 
the largeft divifion under the command of his bro- 
ther, the earl of Cambridge, before Bordeilles. 
Notwithftanding this, thofe who were in Poitou did 
not fail to acquit themfelves gallantly, and to do 
their duty in making excurfions on the lands of 
France, and in guarding their own. The Englifli, 
with their partifans, have always afted in this man- 
ner, and have never refufed nor dreaded the com- 
bat becaufe they were not in greater numbers^ 

It 
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It happened then one day, that the French had 
gained exaft information how the Englifh had taken 
the field and were out on an excurfion, which gave 
them fuch fpirits that they collefted all their forces, 
and places themfelves in ambufcade, to fall upon the 
Englifli as they returned from the inroad which they 
had made between Mirebeau * and Lufignan f. It 
was on a broken caufeway that the French, to the 
amount of five hundred men, commanded by the 
before-mentioned captains^ fir John de Bueil, fir 
William des Bourdes, fir Louis de St, Julien and 
Camet le Breton advanced to attack them. A fharp 
engagement enfued, when many were unhorfed ; 
for the Englifh defended themfelves bravely, and 
fought gallantly as long as it lafted. Many valo- 
rous aftions were performed. Sir Simon Burley 
and the earl of Angus proved themfelves good, 
knights : but in the end they had the difadvantage 
for they were only a handful of men when compa- 
red with the French. They were therefore defeat- 
ed, and compelled to fly. The earl faved himfelf 
as well as he could, and gained the caftle of Lufig- 
nan ; but fir Simon Burley was fo clofely purfued, 
and furrounded on the broken caufeway near Lu- 
^gnan, that he was made prifoner by the French : 
moft of his people being killed or taken, for very 
few efcaped. 

• Mirebeau,— a town in Poitou. 

f Lufignan,— *a town in Poitou, feven leagues from 
Poitiers. 

The 
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Tlie French returned to their garrifons rejoiced 
at the iflue of this adventure, as was alio the king 
.cf France when he heard of it. Not fo the prince 
of Wales, who was much vexed, and bitterly la- 
Jamented the capture of his good kmght fir Simon 
Burley, whom he loved well, as indeed he had rea- 
ion 5 for, to fay the truth, he was a mod expert 
man at arms for his time, very courageous^ and had 
^ways carried himfelf valiantly for his lord the Jung 
.^f England and his- country. His companions who 
ihad'been flain or made prifoners on the caufeway 
Jiad behaved equally well ; for whofe lofs the jyrince 
.was in , great forrow, and much enraged. It is a 
icommon laying, that one man is worth a hundred, 
;aid that a hundred is not worth one man j for, in 
truth, it happens fometimes, that by the good con- 
fdud and courage of one man a whole country is 
preferved, whilll another perfon may totally ruin 
and deftroy.it. Thus things frequently fall out. 



CHAP. CCLIV, 

&IrR JOHN CHANDOS TAKBS TERRLE^ES.-^THK 
EAfRX. OF PERIGORD AND MANY OTHER 
: «:KIGHTS LAY «IEGE TO REALVILLE * IN 
'jgUIvRCY. 

A FTER this defeat, which happened, as has-been 

related, between Mirebeau and Lufignan, the 

Englifh and Poitevins, when they made any excur- 



• Rciilvillc,--a town of Quercy, on the river Aveyron, 
about two leagues trom Montauban, 

fions. 
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fions, afted with greater prudence and kept more 
together. 

We will now fpe«^ of fir John Chandos, fir Guif- 
card d' Angle * , and others who' ^ere in Montau- 
^ban, feven leagues diftant from Touloufe, and who 
made frequent fallicsfrom that place very much to 
their honor. However, whilft they were there, 
they thought they could employ their time more 
profitably than in gujirdi^g the frontiers, and in 
confequence determined to lay fiege to Terrier^sin 
ithe Touloufain. They made therefore^ ev^ry ne- 
jcefG^y preparation, and, marchiiig irom Montau- 
tan in grand array, came -to Terrieres. The whole 
army being arrived, it was furrounded clofely ; for 
they depended on gaining it by means of mines, as it 
xould noteafily be taken by aflault. 

Their {miners wereifet to -work, who laboured fo 
well that at the end of fifteen days they took the 
town : all who were in it iwe^ killed, ^and the 
place pills^ged and defboy ed. 

In this axcuriionjthey ihad .intended to take ano- 
ther towi^, three Jteigues ftom Touloufe, calleid La- 
val, and had ^placed an ambufcade in a wood near 
that pJace. They advanced with . about forty ,men, 
armed, ibut ^Ireffed in^peafants' clotlies. They wer^ 
however, difippointed by a country boy, who, fol- 
lowing their footfteps, difcovered their intentions j 



■ 1 ' 



* 8ir Guifcard d* Angle was createdra peer, hy the tide 
of earl of tHuntipgdon, tft Ric II. He was alfo a knight of 
the Garter, which he received for having been inftruniental 
to the marriage of the duke of Lancaftcr with a daughter dF 
aon Pedro of Caftille. 

by 
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by which means they failed, and returned to Mon* 
tauban. 

The earl of Perigord, the earl de Comminges, 
the earl de L'ifle, the vifcount de Carmaing, the 
vifcount de Brunikel, the vifcount de Talar, the 
'vifcount de Murendon, the vifcount de Lauftre, fir 
Bertrand de Tharide, thp lord de la Barde, the 
lord de Pincomet, fir Perducas d* Albret, the little 
Mechin, the bourg de Breteuil, Aimemon d'Ortige, 
Jacquet de Bray, Perrot de Savoye and Amaudon 
de Pans, took the field about this period. There 
were among thefe free companies full t^i thou- 
fand fighting men. By orders from the duke of 
Anjou, who at that time refided in Touloufe, they 
entered Quercy in great force, where they brought 
on much tribulation by burning and deftroying the 
whole country* They advanced to Realville, 
wherein they befieged the high fleward of Quercy, 
who had before provided it with every thing necef- 
fary for the defence of a town, and with good En- 
^Ufh foldiers, who had refolved never to fuiTender 
but with their lives : notwithflanding the inhabi- 
tants were well inclined to the French. 

During the time thefe knights and barons of 
France were befieging this town, they fent to Tou- 
loufe for four great engines, which were immedi- 
iately brought thither. They were pointed againfl 
the walls of Realville, into which they flung night 
and day large flones and pieces of timber that did 
much mifchief, and weakened it. They had alfo 
miners with them, whom they fet to work, and who 
boafted that in a fhort time they, would take the 

town. 
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town. The Engliib, however, behaved like good^ 
and brave men, fupported each other, and in ap* 
pearance held thefe miners very cheap. 



CHAP. CCLV. 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF TOULOUSfi TURNS THE CITY 
OF CAHORS AND SEVERAL OTHER TOWNS TO 

THE PARTY or THE KING OF FRANCE. THE 

DUKES OF GUELDRES AND OF JULIERS SEND 
DEFIANCES TO THE KING OF FRANCE. 

AXT'HILST the French men at arms were thus 
quartering themfelves in Quercy, and upon 
the borders of Limoufin and Auvergne, the duke of 
Berry was in another part of this lad province, 
where he had a large body of men at arms, under 
fir John d*Armagnac, his brother-inrlaw, the lord 
John de Villemur, Roger de Beaufort, the lord de 
Beaujeu, the lords de Villars, de Sergnac, de Ca- 
lencon, fir Griffon de Montagu, fir Hugh Dauphin, 
and a great many other good knights. They made 
inroads on the confines of Rouergue, Ouercy and 
Limoufin, and carried ruin and devaftation wherever 
they went, for nothing was able to fl:and before 
them. 

By the advice of the duke of Berry, the duke of 
Anjou fent the archbifiiop of Touloufe from that 
city, during the time thefe armies were overrunning 
the Country, to the city of Cahors, of which place 
his brother was bifhop. This archbifhop was a very 
learned clerk, as well as a valiant man. He preach- 

ed 
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ed up this qiiarrel of the king of France fos earneftly/ 
and fo well, that the city of Cahors tiurned to tdie 
French fide ; and the inhabitants fwore that from 
this time forth they would be loyal and faithful fub- 
jecls to the king of France. After this, the arch- 
bifliop continued his journey through the country, 
preaching every where, with fuch good fuccefs, the 
rights of the king of France, that all the people of 
thofe parts embraced his opinions : and upwards of 
fixty towns, caftles and fortreffes were turned to the 
king of France, with the affiftance o# the army of 
the duke of Berry ; that is to fay, of fir John d'^Ar- 
magnac and the others who were overrunning the 
country. He caufed alfo Sigac, Gaignac, Capedo- 
nacy and feveral other principal towns and ftrong 
caftles to change fides ; for he remonftrated and 
preached, that the king of France had a good and 
clear right in this quarrel, with fuch eflFed, that 2M 
who heard him were convinced : befides, naturally 
in their hearts they were more French than Englifl^, 
which greatly helped this bufinefs. 

In like manner, as the archbiflic^ went preach- 
ing and remonftrating on the j?ufticc of the quarrel 
of the king of France along the confines of Langue-* 
doc, there were in Picardy many prelates wd law-' 
vers who were as aftive in doing the fame duty, hj 
preaching and converting, the pec^le of the ckies, 
la^-ge towns and villages.. Sir William desr Dtow 
mans,, in particular, diftinguifhed himfelf by pifeaeh*^ 
ing this quarrel of the king pf France from city I0i 
city, and from town ta town, fo irifisiy aild aWfcf 
that all people Uftened ta hka willingly ^ wd it ww 

wonder- 
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wonderful how well he coloured the whole tmfinels 
through the kingdom by his harangues. 

In addition to this, the king of France, moved by 
devotipn and humility, ordered frequent procefficms 
pf the whole clergy ; when he himfelf, as well as 
the queen, attended without {lockings, and bare- 
footed. In this manner, they went praying and 
fupplicating God to liften to them, and to the ne* 
ceflities of the kingdom of France, which had been 
for fo long a time under tribulation. The king or- 
dered all the fubjeds of his realm to do the fame, by 
the advice of the prelates and churchmen. 

The king of England a£ted in a fimilar manner in 
his kingdom. There was at that time a bifhop of 
LA>ndon * who made feveral long and fine fermons : 
he demonftrated and preached in thefe fermons, 
that the king of France had mofl: unjuilly .renewed 
the war, and that it was againft right and reafon, as 
he plainly Ihewed in different points and articles. 
In truth, it was but proper that both kings, fmce 
they were determined on war, fhould explain and 
make clear to their fubjeds the caufe of the quarrel, 
that they might underftand it, and have the better 
will to affift their kings ; to which purpofe they 
were all equally alert in the two kingdoms. 

The king of IJngland had fent to Brabant and 
Hainault, to learn if he could have any affiftancef 
from either of them, and had frequently, on zc* 
count of his near connexion, requefted duke Al- 
bert, who at that time governed the country for his 
I, ' III ■ 

• Dr. Simon Tibald, altas Sudbury.— Barnies. • 
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brother, to allow him to pafs through his territo- 
ries, or to remain there, if there fhould be occafion, 
and to enter through his country, the kingdom of 
France, to carry thte war into the heart of it. 

Duke Albert would williilgly have complied with 
the requefts of the king of England his uncle, and 
of queen Philippa his aunt, through the mediation 
and advice of lord Edward de Gueldres, who was 
of the king's party, aud alfo by means of the duke 
of Juliers his coufm-german, but he had been 
already gained, as you will hear. Thefe two were 
in thofe times drift ly connefted, by faith and ho- 
mage, to the king of England, who had defired 
each of them to engage for him as many as a thou- 
fand lances^ for which they fliould be well fatisfied. 
On this account, thefe two lords would have been 
very glad to have had duke Albert in alliance with 
the king of England. The duke was much tempt- 
ed to join them by the magnificent prefents which 
the king offered to make him ; which promifes 
were frequently repeated by thefe two lords, as well 
as by other knights whom he fent over to him, and 
principally by the lord de Comines *, who chiefly 
on this account had returned to Hainault, after hav- 
ing refided fome time with the king. 

But the king of France and his council had 
gained over the lord John de Verchin, high fteward 



* Lord de Comlncs. My MSS. have Gommegines. 
This paffiige feems very much confufcd. Lord Berners 
fays, in his tranflation, that the lord de Comines was at the 
French court, and came away to prevent diike Albert join- 
ing the king of Englandv 
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of Hainault, who governed the whole country. 
He was a wife man, a valiant knight and a good 
Frenchman. This high fteward had fo much 
weight, and was fo greatly beloved by the duke and 
duchefs, that he overfet all the expeftations of the 
Englifli, vdth the afliftance of the earl of Blois, fir 
John de Blois his brother, the lords de Ligny and 
de Barban^on, and exerted himfelf fo that duke Al- 
bert and the whole country remained neuter, and 
would not take either fide, which was the anfwer 
made by the lady Jane duchefs of Brabant* 

King Charles of France, who was wife and artful, 
had taken the previous meafures, and fettled all 
this bufinefs three years * before. He well knew 
that he had good friends in Hainault and Brabant, 
efpecially among the greater part of the counfellors 
of the principal noblemen. In order to put a bet- 
ter colour on his war, he had copies made by learn- 
ed men of different papers relative to the peace, 
which were figned at Calais ; in which he ftated all 
the fafts in his favor, and thofe articles the king of 
England and his children had fwom to maintain, 
jtnd to which they had fubmitted by fealed deeds, 
^th the orders which they ought in confequence to 
have given to their fubjefts : in fhort, all the points 
and articles which were favorable to him, and con- 
demned the aftions of the Englifli. Thefe papers 
were made public in the town-halls, and in the pre- 



• Three years. Dcnys Sauvagc fufpetfls it ought to be 
three months, but gives no reafon for it. 
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fence of different noblemen and their counfellors, 
that they might be fully informed on the fubjeck. 
^ On the other hand, theking of England aded in 
like manner ; for he fent memorials and remon- 
{trances through Germany, or wherever he expect- 
ed to gajn affiftance. The duke of Gueldres (who 
was nephew to the king of England, being the fon 
of his fifter, and thus coufin-german to the children 
of the king), and the duke of Juliers were at that 
time true ^nd loyal Englilhmen: they had been 
very much affronted by the manner of the king of 
France fending his challenge by a fervant, and re- 
buked the king for it, highly blaming both him and 
his council for this unbecoming form offending it. 
They faid, that war between fuch great and renown- 
ed lords as the kings of France and of England 
fhould have been declared by proper meffengers, 
fuch as dignified prelates, bifhops or abbots. They 
added, that the French had not followed this ufual 
mode through pride and prefumption. Thefe lords 
fent their challenge to the king of France in a 
handfome manner, as did feveral other knights of 
Germany. It was their intention immediately to 
have entered France, ancj to have done fuch deeds 
there as twenty years fhould not efface : but their 
fcbemes were broken by means they did not expeft, 
as you will hereafter find recorded in this hiftory. 
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CHAP. CCLVI. 

THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY, BROTHER TO KINO 
CHARLES V, MARRIES THE DAUGHTER OF THIL 

&ARL OV FLANDERS. THE KING OF ENGLAND 

ENTERS INTO NEGOCIATIONS WITH THE KING 
OF NAVARRE. 

TT has been before related how much the king of 
England folicited and intrigued, during upwards 
of five years, the marriage of his fon, Edmund earl 
of Cambridge, with the daughter of the earl of 
Flanders. As the detailed account of the different 
negociations would be too long, I (hall briefly pafs 
them over : but you muft know that the king- of 
England could not by any means whatever obtain 
from pope Urban V. a difpenfation. As this was ab- 
folutely neceffary, the marriage remained in fufpeXife. 
The earl of Flanders being folicited, on the other 
hand, by the king of France, for his .brother the 
duke of Burgundy ; and feeing that the marriage 
not being likely to take place with England, his 
daughter ought to marry, as he had not any other 
children ; having alfo leafnt that the countefs of 
Artois, his mother, was favorable to the duke of 
Burgundy's fuit, for it was a grand and well-afforted 
alliance j for thefe reafons he fent noble ambaffadors 
to England, to treat with the king for an acquittal 
of his engagements between them. 

Thefe ambaffadors managed the bufincfs fo ably 
that the king of England, who always wiflied to adl: 
honorably, affented to the earl of Flanders requeft. 
They returned, therefore, to Bruges, and related 

E e 2 to 



t6 the earl their lord what they had done. The 
earl was much pleafed at their fuccefs. It was not 
long before the marriage of the duke of Burgundy 
with the heirefs of Flanders was determined on. 

There were great treaties, agreements and alli- 
ances made between both parties ; and it was then 
told me, that the earl of Flanders, in confideration 
of this marriage, received upwards of fifty thoufand 
crowns * ; that the towns of Douay and Lifle were 
given up to him, on account of the money which 
the king of France was to give his brother on this 
marriage. The earl of Flanders took j^ofTeffion of 
thefe towns, put his own fubjeSs into them, and 
they were efleemed as part of Flanders, on account 
of the fums they were pledged for. But I know 
nothing further. 

Soon after thefe arrangements were concluded, 
they proceeded to the marriage, which was cele- 
brated in the city of Ghent. There were great 
feafts at the folemnity of the wedding, and after- 
wards, which were attended by crowds of lords, 
barons and knights. The gallant lord of Coucy 
was there, whcfe prefence was fo acceptable at a 
feaft, of which none knew better how to do the 
honours : it was for this reafon the king of France 
had fent him thither. After they had been magni- 
ficently entertained, as well with tournaments as 
otherwife, they feparated, and returned to their 
homes. 

• — . • — ' - ■— >— — • ■ ~~" — " 

* LaChiiux fays 100,000 crowns. 
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I'he king of England, who faw that from this 
marriage the earl of Flanders muft become the ally 
of the king of France, was ignorant whether the 
earl would take part againft him with the duke of 
Burgundy his fon, who of courfe would be his heir 
to the county of Handcrs, and what treaties had been 
entered into by the earl with the king of France. 
The king, therefore, was much harder upon the 
Flemings than before, and haraffed them by fea 
and land, and whenever he found them in his own 
country with their merchandife. 

The king of France was not difpleafed at this, 
and would willingly have feen a war declared be- 
tween the Flemings and the Engli(h : but the pru- 
dent men of Flanders and the citizens of the princi- 
pal towns were averfe to it, for the commonakies 
of Flanders maintained the quarrel between the 
two kings to be more juft on the part of England 
than of France. 

King Edward was gaining friends on all fides, 
and much need had he of them, from the appear- 
ance of the great wars and rebellions that were 
breaking out in his dominions beyond fea. He was 
given to underftand, that his coufin king Charles 
of Navarre, who at that time refided in lower 
Normandy, would join his party ; for he hated the 
king of France, on' account of fome eftates which 
the king of Navarre claimed as his inheritance, and 
which the king of France denied his right to. 

Counfellors on each fide had frequently met, but 
they could never come to any agreement. The 
affair had remained in this fituation, and each was 
on his guard. The king of Navarre had amply 
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provided his towns and caftles in Coiitantin, in the 
country of Evreux, as well as his principal towns in 
Normandy, with all forts of (lores ; he had filled 
Cherbourg, where he refided, with men at arms. 

At this time, fir Euflacc d'Ambreticourt was with 
the king of Navarre : he was governor of a town 
called Carentan *, beyond the fords of St. Clement 
in Coutantin, which he held under the king of Na^ 
varre, being part of his inheritance: fir Euftace^ 
was alfo one of his privy counfellors : fo that the 
king of England fent to him (for he was his liege 
inan and knight )t, to found the intentions of the 
king of Navarre. He found him well inclined, 
and treated fo fuccefsfully that the king of 
Navarre, with a fmall retinue, embarked on 
board a fhip called the Lynne, and vifited the king 
of England, who was right glad to fee him/ He 
entertained him handfomely ; and they had many 
conferences together, in which they underftood 
each other fo well that, on the return of the king of 
Navan*e, he was to declare war agdnft the king of 
France, and to admit Englifh garrifons into all hi^ 
caftles. 

After thefe engagements and treaties had been 
concluded, the king of Navarre returned to Cher«f 
bourg in Normandy. He was efcorted thither by 
fome of the knights of the houfehold of the king 
and queen of England, .who were unfortunate as 
^hey came back ; for they met fome pirates of Nor- 
mandy that attacked their veffels, and, being the 



* Carentan, — a town of Normandy, three leagues from 

the fea-coaft, diocefe of Co^tanccs. 

ftrongeft^ 
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ftrongeft, oveipowered them, and killed every per- 

fon : they gave no quarter to any one. 

The king of England was much enraged when he 

heard this, but he could not poflibly then remedy it. 
Soon after the return of the king of Navarre to 
Cherbourg, fir Euftace d'Ambreticourt(who had 
been fent for by the princ3 of , Wales, and whofe he- 
ralds had fummoned his attendance) took his leave, 
in order to obey the prince. The king parted with 
him with much regret, but fir Euftace explained his 
reafons fo fully that he allowed him to depart. He 
embarked with his attendants, and failed for St. 
Malo, where he landed, and then rode to Nantes, 
in order to pafs the river Loire, with the permiffion 
of the duke of Brittany and the inhabitants, who as 
yet had not taken any part in this war. He conti- 
nued his journey until he amved in Poitou, at the 
town of Angouleme, where the prince received him 
with great pleafure, and fhortly afterwards fent him 
to fir John Chandos and the captal de Buch, who 
were in Montauban, guarding the frontiers againft 
the French. Sir Euftace, on his arrival, was moft 
joyfully greeted by his former companions *. 

CHAP. 



♦ From the Foedcra if: would appear, that Charles of Na- 
varre fent two ambafTuJorj to England ; for there is a paif- 
port for Peter Terturon, Jiis fccretary, and one alfo for Wil- 
liam Dordane, dated the 6:h June, 1570. The king's pafT- 
port is dated tlic 12th Aup;u(l 1370, when, T fiippofc, he 
came to England, where he mull have remained fomc lime, 
for the pafTport for his return is dated the 28th November, 
J 3 70. The convention between t]\e two kings is in the Fee- 
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CHAP. CCLVir. 

THE CONSTABLES OF FRANCE AND 'OF HAINAULT 
UNDERTAKE A GRAND EXPEDITION TO ATTACK 

ARDRES. THE FORTRESS OF REALVILLE IS| 

TAKEN, AND ALL THE ENGLISH WHO WERE IK 
IT PUT TO THE SWORD. 

TTHE knights of Picardy, about this period, were 
preparing a grand expedition of men at arms, 
with the intention of paying a vifit to thofe of Ar-? 
dres *. Sir John Moreau de Fiennes, conftable of 
France, and fir John Werthin, conftable t of Hain- 
ault, were appointed, by order of the king of 
France, the leaders of it. Their rendezvous was in 
the good town of St. Omer. They amounted in 
the whole, to a thoufand lances, knights and fquires. 
Thefe men at arms advanced, to fhew their array, 
before the fort of Ardres, which was well garrifoned 
with Englifh. They encamped there, and gave out 
that they intended to lay fiege to it. The Englifh 
in Ardres were not alarmed, but made every necef- 
fary preparation to defend themfelves, if they fhould 
be attacked. 



dera, to which I refer for further prirtlcuhirs. The Icing of 
Navarre, when returned to Cherbourg, fent other ambafla- 
dorsto England, as their pafTport in the Fcedcra is dated the 
1 ft December, ^370. 

* Ardres^ — a ftrong town in Picardy, four leagues froni 
Calais. Near this place was held the famous inter?iew be- 
tween Hcni*y VIII and Francis I. 

f Sir John Werthin, or VercWn, conftable. He was be- 
fore fcnifchal. ' / 

One 
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One day thefe lords of France and of Hainault 
drew out thei/ army to the field in gay fpiritsf, and 
in noWe array. It was a fine fight to behold the 
fanners of thefe lords flying before them, and the 
gallant raufter they made. They began an attack, 
but with little advantage ; for many were killed and 
wounded ; and nothing gained. According to the 
information which I then received, I believe it was 
on the fifth day they left Ardres, without any other 
aftion, and each man returned to his own homey 
Thus was this expedition put an end to. 

We will now return to what was going forwards 
in a diftant part of the country, and relate the fiege 
of Realvijle in Quercy by the French. There were 
upwards of twelve thoufand combatants, all good 
men at arms; and at two days march were the 
duke of Berry, fir John d'Armagnac, fir John 
de Villemur, the lord de Beaujeu, and others from 
Auvergne and Burgundy, in all about three thou- 
fand fighting men, who were ready to advance 
fliould there be occafion. 

Sir John Chandos, the captal de Buch, fir Guif- 
card d'Angle, and the others who were guarding 
the frontiers of Montauban, knew well what was 
paffing at Realville, and what the ftrength of their 
own forces in that part of the country ^'confifted of* 
They found they were not ftrong enough to fight, 
nor to raife the fiege ; for the earls of Cambridge 
and Pembroke, who were befieging Bourdeilles, 
would not give up that fiege. 

The French had fet their miners to work at 
Realville, and by their machines, which cait ftones, 

I &c 



4^6 

&c. into it day and night, had harafled the garrifon 
fo much, they could not fiifBciently watch thefe 
miners, who fucceeded in their operations, and 
flung down a great part of the walls; by which 
means the town was taken, and all the Englifh in it 
were put to death without mercy, which was a pity, 
for there were among them feveral good fquires. 
The inhabitants were pardoned, on their promifing 
from that time forth to be loyal Frenchmen. The 
French commanders appointed captains and men at 
arms to guard it, as well as others to give advice in , 
the article of repairs, or in whatever other bufmefs 
©ccafion might require. 

After the conqueft of Realville, the, army dif- 
perfed itfelf over the countries of Quercy and 
Rouergue, to get refrefhments and recruit them- 
felves. The companies went to the city of Cahors 
and its neighbourhood. Their leaders were, 
Aimemon d'Ortige, Perrot de Savoye, le petit 
Mechin, Jacques de Bray and Arnaudou de Pans, 
who defpoiled the whole country. 

The earl of Perigord, the ^arl de Tlfle, the earl de 
Comminges, the vifcount de Carmaing and the other 
lords returned to their own eftates j for fir Hugh 
Calverley, fir Robert Briquet, John Trefnelle, La- 
out, Naudo0^e Bagerant, le bourg Camus, le bourg 
de TEfparre and other captains of thefe free compa- 
nies were carrying on a deftruftive war there, and 
had burnt and i-avaged the lands of the earl d* Ar- 
magnac and the lord d^Albret. 

There was at this time, as high fteward of 
Rouergue, a v^ry valiant man ailA good knight, an 

Englifh- 
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Englifliman, called fir Thomas Witeval *. He re* 
fided in the town and caftle of Milhaud f, a day's 

Journey from Montpellier ; and notwithftanding the 
whole country furrounding it had changed fides, 
and was, conquered, he kept this garrifon upwards 
of a year and a half, and alfo another fortrefs in 
Rouergue called Vauclerc. He made many ex* 
peditions, and different fallies much to his honor, 
until fir Bertrand du GuefcHn drove him out, as 
you will hear related anon jn the courfe of this 

* hiftory. 

The town and caftle of Bourdeilles ftill remained 
befieged. 



CHAP. CCLVIIL 

THE FRENCH TAKE LA ROCHE P0SAY|. ^THE 

SENESCHAL OF POITOU BURNS AND DESTROYS 
THE LANDS OF THE LORD DE CHAUVIGNY, AND 
TAKES BY ASSAUl^T HIS PRINCIPAL TOWN Of 
BKUX. 

CIR John de Bueil, fir William des Bourdes, 

fir Louis de Saint Julien and Garnet le Breton 

remained on the frontiers of Poitou, with upwards 



•* Witeval. Q^ if not WhitwelL Barnes calls him fir 
Thomas Wake. 

t Milhaud, or MillaU)— a town in Rouergue, on the river 
Tarne. 

J La Roche Pofay, — a ^own in Touraine, on the Creufe, 
noted for its medicinal fpriogs. 

of 
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of twelve hundred fight?ng men, and fludied night 
and day by what means they could take, gain by 
furprife or otherwife, any towns, caftles or fortreffes 
in Poitou. From thefe meafures it happened that 
they took by fcalado a caftle called la Roche Pofay, 
at the entrance of Poitou, on the river Creufe, two 
leagues diftant from la Haye * in Touraine, and tole- 
jrably near to Chatelheraut on the fame river. 

The whole country was exceedingly alarmed at 
this ; for the French placed a large garrifon in it, 
repaired the walls, and amply provided it with all 
forts of provifion, ammunition and artillery, . 

When this news was brought to the prince, 
he was much difpleafed ; but he could not prevent 
it. He fent orders to fir Guifcard d' Angle, fir 
Louis de Harcourt, the lord de Partenay, the lord 
de Pinane, and feveral others who were at Montav^- 
ban with fir John Chandos, to return to him 
direftly, as he wanted to employ them, in another 
part of the country. 

The aforefaid lords, in confequence of this com- 
maud, left Montauban, and journeyed to An* 
goulcme, where the prince was, who immediately 
fent them to Poitiers, to guard that city and defend 
the frontiers againfl: the French. 

There had lately turned to the French party a 
great baron of Poitou, called the lord de Chauvigny, 
vifcount de Brux. This town had followed his 
example, which he had filled with Bretons 2nd men 

• La Hayt, — four leagues from Chatelheraut. 

at 
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at arms : he himfelf had left the cduntry, and gone 
to France to the king. 

The prince and all the barons of Poitou were 
exafperared at this defedion. The vifcount de 
Rochechouart was alfo fufpeded ; and the prince, 
being informed that he was about to change fides, 
fent for him to Angouleme, where he told him 
what he had heard. The vifcount denied it, and 
excufed himfelf as well as he could : notwithftand- 
ing this, he was committed a clofe prifoner, and 
remained a confiderable time in this dangerous 
Situation. 

Sir James Audley was at this period high fteward 
of Poitou, a right fage and valiant knight. He made 
preparations for a grand expedition. There were 
with him firG uifcard d' Angle, fir Louis de Har- 
court, the lord de Pons, the lord de Partenay, the 
•lord de Pinane, fir Geoffry d'Argenton, fir Maubrun 
de Linieres, the lord de Tannaybouton, fir William 
de Montaudire, and many other knights and fquires 
of Poitou. They anaounted in the whole to twelve 
hundred lances ; and there was alfo with them 
fir Baldwin Freville, high ft:eward of Saintonge. 

Thefe lords made Poitiers their place of rendez- 
vous : from that place they rode in grand array, and 
advanced until they entered Berry, where they 
began to burn and deftroy the country, and to 
pillage poor people, to whom they did great damage. 
They then returned to Touraine. Wherever they 
paffed, the countries fuffered mofl exceedingly ; for 
none ventured to oppofe them, as they were in fuch 
force as to be mafters of the country. Thefe men 

at 
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at arms entered the lands of the lord de Chauvigny, 
whofe lord had lately tuijied Frenchmanj which 
they burnt and deflroyed without hindrance, except 
the towns and (Irong holds. They came to his 
principal town of -Brux *, attacked it, and continu- 
ed the attack a whole day with their men at arms, 
but gained nothing. They then encamped, and de- 
clared they would not thus leave it, for it was to be 
taken. They rofe at day-break, and, having made 
every thing ready, founded their trumpets for an af- 
fault. The Poitevins and Englifh being formed into 
battalions, each lord with his men under his own 
banner, they made, on this Saturday, a mofl fierce 
attack. It laitcd fome time : for there were in the 
town men at arms, and fome from the companies, 
who defended them (lives as well as they could, as 
they knew their lives depended upon it. Many, 
therefore, were the gallant dceds'of arms performed. 
The two high ftewiirds ofPoitou andSahitonge were 
anxious to gain the town. They made their archers 
flioot fo quickly that fcarcely any one dared to ap.- 
pear on the walls to defend it. On this Saturday 
morning, the town of Brux was fo vigoroufly at- 
tacked, that it was won at lalt, and the gate thrown 
open for every one to enter it who chofe. 

All the men at arms of the vifcount were taken ; 
and the lords of the army had fixteen of them 
hanged in their armour, from hatred to the vifcount, 
who was not in the country, but with the kin: 
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* Brux,— a town in Poitoir, near Chauifay, diocefe of 
Poitiers. 
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of France at Paris. The town was burnt, and the 
inhabitants loft their all : there were befides very 
many flain and drowned. The Englifli returned 
to Poitiers with their armv, the better to refrefli 
themfelves. 



CHAP. CCLIX. 

•>^IR ROBERT KNOLLES IS APPOINTED CAPTAIN 

OP THE prince's COMPANY. HE CAUSES SIR 

PERDUCAS d'aLBRET TO TURN TO THE 
ENGLISH. HE BESIEGES THE FRENCH COM- 
PANIES IN THE FORT OF DURMEL* 

CIR Robert Knolles refided in Brittany, where he 
had a fine and large eftate : he had al^x'ays been 
a good and loyal Englifliman, and had ferved under 
the king of England, and the prince of Wales his 
eldeft fon, in their different expeditions, by whom 
he was much loved : having heard that tho French 
were carrying on a difaftrous war againfc the prince, 
and ^ meant tp take from him his inheritance of 
Acquitaine^ which he had afiifted in gaining for hinl, 
he was very much furprifed and difpleafed. He 
therefore refolved in his own mind to colled as 
many men at arms as he poffibly could, and go 
with them to ferve the prince of Wales at his own 
coft and charges. As he had refolved, fo did he 
execute : he fent to fummon all his vaffals, and to 
intreat his friends to accompany him. He gathered 
about fixty men at arms, with as many archers of 
his own dependants and friends, and made his pre- 
parations. 



J)arations for embarking them on board four farg^ 
veffels, at a town and fea-port in Brittany called 
Conquet*. When sell his purveyances had been 
completed and fent on board, he fet out from his 
caftle at Derval f? and followed them, \<rhen be 
embarked on board his veffel, perceiving that his 
people were already at fea* He made fail, and 
arrived at the quay of la Rochelle, where the 
inhabitants gave him a grand entertainment,. much 
againfl their inclinations ; but they dared not do 
otherwife. He found there fir John Devreux, 
who commanded for the prince of Wales, as high 
fteward, fir Thomas Percy being with fir John 
Chandos. 

Sir John Devreux received fir Robert Knolles 
with great joy, and entertained him in the beft 
manner he could. Sir Robert remained there 
two days, to refrefh himfelf and his people. On 
the third day, he fet out, taking the road to An- 
gouleme, and continued his journey until he arrived 
there. 

The prince and princefs were exceedingly pleafed 
to fee fir Robert, and it feemed they could not do 
enough to fliow^ it. The prince appointed him 
captain of the knights and fquires of his houfehold, 
out of love to him, and as a reward for his valour 
and honor. He ordered them to pay fir Robert 

• Conquer, — a fea-port, five le^igues from Breftr This 
name is much disfigured in all my copies, except in the 
Lamoignon manufciipt. 

f Derval, — a village between Nantes and Renncs, thir- 
teen leagues from Nantes. 

the 
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me fahie obedfehte as to himfeff, which they 
jproirirfed wiUingly to do. 

When fir Ro/bert had remained with the prmce 
about five days, and thofe who were to accompany 
him iti an expedition were ready, he was informed to 
whstt part it was meant that he fhould lead them : 
he took his leave of the prince, and fet out from 
Angoul^me wefll attended by the prince's knights* 
There wet-e fir flichard de Pontchardon, fir Stephen 
Coffington, fir Dagloiretj fir Nfile Loring, fir 
WiHiam Tordel, fir Hugh Haftings, fir John 
*rrivet, fir Thomas Defpenfer, fir Tancon *, fif 
Thomas Banafter, fir Nicholas Bond, fir William 
te Moine, the high fteward of the Ag^nois, fir^ 
Baldwin Freville, and upwards of fixty knights. 
They amounted in the Whole to about fixty men at 
itorms, five hundred archers and as many foot fol- 
-diers, all in high fpirits eager to meet the French !• 

This fmali army, of which fir Robert Klnolles was 
•file leader, advanced towards Agen, to enter Quercy, 
'>;diere the free companies had quartered themfdves, 
tcfid continued their march until they came to the 
'trify of Agen. They halted there a fliort time to 
'r^frelh th'emfelves, and to wait for the enemy. 

Whilft fir Robert made this halt at Agen, he learnt 

*■ - - - 

♦ Taticon. Q^ Sir Richard Taunton. — Barnes. , 
• f There feems fome miftake relative to the nuifiber of 
men at arms ; for fir Robert brought with him fixty men at 
• arms. We muft Aippofey that many of the princess hoafe- 
hold were at the time of fir Robert's arrival with fir John 
Chandos or fir James Audley* and, though mentioned hf 
name, were not perhaps prefent. 

Vol. la Ff that 
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that fir Perducas d'AIbret (a lamed captain of the 
free companies, who had upwards of three hundred * 
men under his command) was in that part of the 
country, and that, through the folicitations of the 
duke of Anjou, he had embraced the French fide. 
Sir Robert immediately fent to him a herald, with 
other meffengers, who managed fo well, that he 
confented to meet him at an appointed place in the 
open fields, on the faith of his paflport. 

When fir Robert met fir Perducas d'Albret, he 
feafted him well, and then by degrees entered upon 
the bufinefs of his having left the prince. He 
blamed him very much for having turned French- 
man, and for quitting the fervice of 2l prince who 
loved biin fo much, and who had advanced him to 
' honors. Why fliould I make a long ftory of it ? 
Sir Robert argued and talked the matter over fo 
ably that fir Perducas d'Albret changed to th$ 
Englifh party, and went over to them with upwards 
of five hundred Gafcons from the free companies. 
The duke of Anjou was much angered at this 
when he heard it, and held fir Perducas cheap for 
his breach of promife, as did all the others who 
were of the French party, and hated the Englifli 
more than evgr. 

This news was foon carried to the city of Cahors^ 
and to the pther free companies, who formed a 
large garrifon there, and had done fo for a eon* 
fiderable time. When their leaders, AimemoQ 
d^Ortige, le petit Mechin, Jacques de Bray, Perrot 
de Savoye and Arnaudon de Pans, heard that fir 
Perducas d'Albret had^ with his whole company, 
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^ohe over to the EngliQi, they were very much 
'dimeartened and alarmed. Finding that the city of 
Cahors was of too great an extent for them to hold 
Dut againft the Englilh, they departed, after having 
given up the town to the bifhop and the inhabitants. 
They went td the priory, of Durmel, that was.npt 
for diftant^ which they had fortified fome time be- 
fore, and was not difficult tq defend. . They entered 
thiis place in good order, to wait for their enemiesi 
Avho came as foon as they knew they, had retired 
thither: they furrounded it, and made many, a 
gallant attack : but thofe within^ being tried men at 
tirms, and well fupplied with every thing, made 
Very light of it* 

As fodn as fir John dhandos, fir Thomas Felton, 
the captal dt Buch, fir John de Pommiers, fir 
Thonlas Percy, fir Euflace d'Ambreticourt, and the 
ftther knights attached to the prince in Montauban, 
heard that fir Robert Knolles was befieging the 
companies in Durmel, they determined to march to 
his afliftance ; for it feemed to them that much 
glory might be acquired. Upwards of three hun- 
dred lances went from Montauban, leaving behind 
in garrifon full two hundred, under the command 
of fir Aimery de Chartres, the fouldich de I'Efirade, 
fir Bernardet d'Albreth and the lord de Gironde. 
They prefFed their march to arrive at the fiege of 
Durmel. In their road, they came to a tolerably 
ftrong French town, called MoifTac ** It was only 



liAi. 



• Molffac, — a town of Quercy, on the Tarnc, fvivcn leagues 
from Montauban. 

Ff a guarded 
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guarded by the townfmen, for there was not a gen-' 

tleman in it, I'hey fent their fcouts to examine 

the place, who brought information that it was fuf- 

ficiently ftrong, and that without a fiege they t:ouId 

not well gain it. The leaders irnmediM^Iy caHed a 

^council, to fee what was beft to be done ; and they 

refohed in this council, that it would be wrong for 

them to ftop at this place, which would ihteifere 

with their intentions regarding IhirmeU .They 

therefore continued their march : it was btit early 

morning : and they had not advimced more than a 

league from the place before they met fout carriers 

horfes laden with provifion, who were immediately 

flopped and feized. They inquired >xrh«iice they 

came, and whither they were going* The carriers 

truly anfwered, that they had come fiorti Toiiloufe, 

and were gomg to Moiflac, with the mteni <^felBng 

; their provifion. They were then queftioned as to the 

^ftate of that town, and what was the fcrce Within it. 

The carriers, not daring to tell a lie, fadd^ that the 

town was much diftreffed by a fcaf-cky , asad they 

did not believe there were in it provifiotts for four 

days, if they (hould be befieged ; and that there 

were no gentlemen in it, nor had it any ddPeaders 

but the citizens. 

The chiefs then called a council, and d^t^rtnined 
not to march further till they fhould have con- 
quered this town. They returned, and, keeping 
the provifion for themfelves, gave the carriei*s their 
horfes, telling them to go feek for more. They 
halted before Moiflac, and encamped as if they 
meant to fix their quarters before it for a month : 

^ ' this 
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this firft day they made preparations feemingly for 
an affault on the following, and pointed their can- 
non againft the walls. 

Wh«i the inhabitants of Moiflac faw what was 
going forwards, they were much frightened, know- 
ing they could not lo^g hold out ; for they were im 
great want of all forts of provifion ; they opened a 
treaty with the £ngtiih knights, which was fooQ 
concluded. By it they acknowledged the prince of 
Wales for their lord, and agreed to bold the towii 
from him for ever, without fraud or treachery. Qi| 
which they had peace granted, and nothing was 
taken from them. 

Sir John Chandos and the other knights, at th^ 
reqqeft; of the ixibabitants, appointed a knight^ 
flailed fir B.obert Mytton *, goveifnor, with twenty 
fnen at arm$ and forty archers, to be m^ipt^nej 
and paid 4t the expenfe of the town* Tl^ them 
marched to Dunnel, where fir Robert ]^ol|e8 siiid 
his army were. 

7here W9S great joy ^t t^eir arrival, and thus aU 
ineetiiig together agaii^. T{ie pew confers imiti^ 
with their foriper fri^4& in pu&ing op the fiege 
with vigour. 

^ MyttoQ. Barnes calls him Mutton» and quotei^ * thp 

true ufe of ^mourya ia th,Q life of t]i^ lord John CK4a49$/ 
p. 88. 
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CHAP- CCLX. 

SIR ROBERT KNOLLES AND SIR JOHN CHAKBOf^ 
RAISE THE SIEGE OF DURMEI-.— sTHEY I^A^ 
SIEGE TO THE OASTtE OB DiOMME % 

TOURING the fiege of Durmel, there were many 
attacks, fkirmifties and gallant feats of arms j 
for they were good and able men, as well thofe 
who befieged the place as thofe who defended it. 
Had they not been fuch (kilful foldiers, they could 
not have held out as they did. 

The Englifti and their 4)artifans who lay before 
it, did not gain much advantage, for they were 
overpowered in two ways : it rained night and day, 
which hurt both men and horfes : added to this, 
there was fuch a fcarcity of provifion, they had 
great difficulty in procuring wherewithal to fatisfy 
their hnnger. A loaf was fold there for three old 
groats. They were diftreffed to obtain any even at 
fuch a price. Of wines, they had a fufficient quan- 
tity, which to them were of the greateft comfort. 
In this fituation, they remained upwards of five 
-weeks. When they perceived that they made no 
impreflion, nor were likely t;o take the garrifon of 
Durmel, and that they remained there in a very 
comfortlefs ftate, they determined tp raife the fiege, 
and to march for the town and caftle pf Domirie, 
which was fituated in a richer country, 

^ir Robert de Domme, the lord of it^ was goyer-i 
nor of the town and caftle j ap4 there was with hiii^ 

■ ■■■■III ■i^^.^i^w**'^—— ^i"^—^' ■ —» ■ ■■ ■»■■■■ ■ w — ^ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ■■ I ■ I I 11 I i-^^^i ■! , tm^^/mm^^^mmf 

♦ Doinme>-^a town in Perigord, eledion of iSarlet, on the 

Dordogne. 
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a knight, his coufin, called fir Peter Sanglet. Thefe 
two knights had coUefted large quantities of every 
thing neceffary from the low countries, which they 
had brought into the town. 

When the Englifh and Gafcons, who were fif- 
teen hundred men at arms, two thoufand archers 
and foot foldiers, arrived at Domme, they drew up 
in array, to lay fiege to it, and began al bri(k attack 
on the place. They pointed large machines againfl: 
the walls ; and many feyere fldrmiflies and aflaults 
were made on each fide. 

After they had befieged this place for fifteen 
days, and found they did not gain any advantage, 
nor were likely to conquer it, but were much 
ftraitened themfelves, they determined to inform 
the prince of Wales of their fituation, who was at 
that time at Angoulen;ie^ Chandps, the herald, 
was ordered to carry this meffage^ who immediately 
fet out, and journeyed until he came to Angoullme^ 
where he found the prince with very few attendants, 
for all his knights and fquires Ayere away qa differ- 
ent expeditions. 

When the herjild, Chandos, was arrived in the 
prefenee of the prince, he dropped on his knees, and 
recommended to him his matters who hadfent him, 
and whom he had left at the fiege pf Domme. He 
then related their fituatioij n^oft wifely, as he had 
been ordered to do, and gave the credential letters 
which he had brought to the prince^ 

I'he prince liftened attentively to all that was told 
him, and faid he would confider this fubjefl:. He 
kept the herald with him five days, and, on the 

Ff4 fixth. 
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fvstb, h« i^kd letlen diefivcared to UvBk undfT tl^ 
prince's feal, ^hofi^d to bim m hk defaiiure,| 
* CliaiidoG, falute frpm me a)I o^r compaakma/ He 
replied, * Mod willingly, my lofd,' Whea the ke« 
raid fet out, fae took the i^o^A through Quercy« I 
will now relate whs^ paflM in the ?vmy» aad what 
things they did dv^ring the <^{eiiQe qf %\^ k^^f^^ 

9 

mfBOBaBsaamepam, 
CHAP. CCI.XI. 

&Xlt. ilbBB&T KNOLLBS AKD SIR JOHST eH^HDOfl) 
liARCH FROM DOMMB, WITHOUT DOIYIGf AMIf 
THING. — THEY TAKE OAVACHBS *, R€>CHEr 
MAX>ORt AND SEVER AI^ OTHER TOWNS WHICH 
HAD TURNED TO THE f ARTY OF THE F^EKCK.' 

COON after Chandos had left Ws niafters ^t the, 
liege of Domme, fir John Chandos, fir Roher^ 
Ijiplles, fir Thomas Felton, the c^tal 4e Buch> &(. 
Janaes Audley and the other knights, h^l4 a Qoynol^ 
and refolved to break up this fiege, f^tr th^y gaiQ/?4 
nothing, and to make ao inquriip;a more iJ(ito the 
country, in order to coi\qu^ (uch tpwns and gart 
rifbns as had lately turned to the French through 
die means of the duke of ?Serry and ^h? If^Q ?qWi 
panies. 



. s ■ ' :. ■ ». ' I < 1 ■ ■ l" - i r j 



* Qavaches. { camvAt find thit in tke GUzetleery aa^ 
fofped it muft be Grrama|, % (owq la Qgercjj^ eie^9 of 
Flgeacy near Peyr^c* 

f Rochemador, — RoqucmadQur^ — a town in Qu^^'^y* 
e!efti<m of Figeac> near Pcyrac. 

They 
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T^nsf 4ecamp649 9^d marched from Pomme^ 
taking the road fo^r Gramat, which unmediately fur- , 
r^ader^d ; th^ inhabitants turned again to the En- 
jgtilh) th^ pioment they can»e before it. The chie6 
god she 2pfm)f raoiained for thr e days^ in Gramat, to 
r^reQi themfelves, and dvuing that time confidere^ 
wWth^ they Iho^ld go next. When they went away,^ . 
t]^ B^cf for a fortrefs which the compani^ had 
mewfy tak^ ealkd Fron$. As foqn as the garrifQU 
]>^c^y^ th^JSnghft^ advancing with fo great a ibrce^ 
and learnt that thofe of Gramat had become Engliih^ ^ 
thisy alfo changed th^ fld^s andfwore that they would 
be feilh&l t^ thci Englift } but they lied. The En^ 
gtifli cimtiinj^ their march, and halted before Ro* 
quemadouF^ The inhabitants had (trongly fortified 
tbemletvee^ npt having any iBcluiat¥>n to furrenderf 

The Englifh, having w«H examined th^ fituation 
of the town of Roquemadow ^X^ th^ cQunten^pa 
of itainhahitantdi brQught forw^t^d thoir engine«^^4 
laxtilkry, and began tQ attack it with gye^^t vJvadty , 
land rigour, I ean %, that many and (harp we^ 
the attacks: fev^rat were ftik and wwji^ed by thft 
arrows fyom thofe wkhin wttd withQUt^ Thl^ aflawit 
lafted omi^Qdiale^ day« 

Touiarda v^fyen^ the EngUfe r^^ te their 
001^ inth the intention of renewing th^ attaq^: q^ 
the xnorrosr : but during the night thofe of Rqque^ 
inadouF, who da^e prece^^g day had fev rely feh 
the ponrage of their opponwte* and hpw hardly 
tbsf had pufhed them, caJiled ^ Coungil* Th^ wil^ft 
^jBonfn them &id, that in time they muft {urr^nd^ ; 
fmdj ^ they were tsdien b^ aflfeu^, tfeey would all 

be 
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be flain, the town bunit without mercy ; and thaty 
weighing the bad and good, they advifed opening 
an immediate treaty with the Englifh. This was 
foon concluded. They declared, that from that day 
fprward, they would be true to the Englifli, which 
they afterward folemnly fwore to obferve. They 
were alfo obliged to fupply the army with fifty 
horfe-load of provifions from the town, during the 
Ipace of fifteen days, which were to be paid for at a 
certain fixed price : and thus Roquemadour. obtain- 
ed peace. 

The Englifh continued their march, towards ViU 
lefranche, in the Touloufain, burning and deftroy- 
iilg the fiat countries, bringing great calamities on 
the poor inhabitants, and conquering fuch towns 
and caftles as had changed fides ; fome by treaty, 
others by force. They came at length before Vil- 
lefranche, which was tolerably well inclofed, and 
|n*ovided with provifion and artillery ; for all thofe 
of the furrounding flat country had retired into it* 
They commenced the attack, on their arrival, with 
' much intrepidity. During the four days they lay 
before it, frequent were the alTaults, and many were 
killed on both fides. The garrifon, having refleft- 
cd on their fituation, found they coujd not hold but 
much longer, and, as there was no appearance of 
help coming to them, they furrendered to the En- 
glifh, on condition that neither themfelves nor their 
town fhould receive any harm. In this manner did 
Villefranche, on the borders of Touloufe, become 
Englifh ; which when told to the duke of Anjou, 
who was at Touloufe, grieved him much. . Sir John 

6 Chandos 
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(Chandos appointed governor and captain of Ville^ 
franche an Englifli knight, called fir Robert le 
Roux ^, and then continued his march, burning and 
(leftroying the country. 

We will now return to the fiege of BourdeilleSj^ 
and relate how the earls of Cambridge sgad Pem-f 
broke perfeyered In it. 



CHAP. CCLXIL 

THE EARLS OF CAMBRIJDIGE AND OF PEMBROKE 
CONQUER THE GARRISON OF fOURDEILLES. 

'^XT'IHLST thefe laft-mentioned barons and 
knight^ of England, with their army, were 
making excurfions and conquefts in Rouergiie, 
Quercy and the Agenois, where they continued a 
confiderable time, the fiege of Bourdeilles was ftitt 
going on. It had laded upwards of nine weel^ 
All this while, there were daily fkirmifhes, attacks 
and gallant deeds of arms. 

The beiieged had a cuflom of adrancing eyeij 
day with their whole army without the gate^ where 
they Ikirmiflied valouroufly with all comers, and 
behaved themfelves fo gallantly that they acquired 
great praife even fyom the enemy. The gsurifon 
remained in this fituation fome time^ and would 
have continued fo longer, if pride and prefumption 
had not tempted them j for they were in fufficient 



* Sir Robert le Roux. Barnes calls him fir John Roos. 
lyhy not fir Robert Rous ? 

numbers^ 
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numbers, all tried men, with plenty of provifion, 
Md artillery to defend themfelves. The befiegers 
|)eg^ to grow weary, notwithftandbg they aded 
much to their honour, for they confid^ed that their 
ej^penfes were .greater thsui the concjueft they vere 
attempting was worth. 

After holding a council, to confider by what 
means they could the fooner bring this bufinefs to 
an end, they determined to arm all theb- people 
by four o'clock in the morning, and to keep them 
in their quarters, fending a part of them to ikirmifh 
wkh the garrifon as ufiial : for the garrifoa. were fo 
eager for thefe combats, they would frequently 
piarch iato the open fields tq engage in them. The 
iUiglifh ordered their party to make a fi^t, arid 
to retreat by degrees towards th^u: own armyij as if 
th^y were defeated, in order to draw them further 
m|t, and then a body of cavalry was to fally forth, 
andt by getting between them and the tow^y prer 
yvc^ them fropn entering it again. 

The plan was adopted f for they f244]^ if ^^y 
^uld npt win the place by this means, they fliould 
not eafily ^m \U On the marrow fnomiflg they 
grnied themfehres, and fent two hundred to Q^rpiift 
vith the garrifop. 

When the companies in SourdeiUes, ^nd ' their 
f;(tptain$ Emaudon and Bernardin, faw tb^map^ 

|M:Qach> they were very much rejoiced, and quickly 
Qoade themfelves and their men ready. Ther^ 
might be about feven fcore young men, aftive fol- 
diers, who, having ordered the gate to be thrown 
quite open, advanced to their barriers, and met the 

Englifh 
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EngKfli lances and buckler3 very handfoinely. They 
fought fo well that the Englifh gave way, and re- 
treated as they had been ordered ; which being ob- 
ferved, thofe of the garrifon ordered thdt ftandaul 
to be advanced, cryilig out at the fame time, * By 
St. Anthony's head, we fhall take them.' On which 
they attacked them with greater fury as they were 
flying before them, fo that forae were unhorfed, 
wounded or made prifoners. But becaufe they 
were fo eager to gain every thing, and as the pro- 
verb fays, * All covet, all lofe,' they had advanced 
fo far from the town that when they wiflied to re- 
turn they could not ; for fir John Montague *, who 
had the command of the ambufcade, which confifted 
of five hundred chofenmen, placed himfelf between 
them and the town. He was knighted on the field, 
by the earl of Cambridge, and direftly attacked 
them with great vigour. 

When the companies of Bourdeilles faw theih- 
felves thus entrapped, they were fenfible of their 
folly in purfuing fo far : however, they collefted 
themfelves in a body like brave men, and began to 
fight valiantly, and to perform fuch feats of aitns ^ 
were marvellous to behold. This combat bftfed 
upwards of two hours: and th^y annoyed their 
enemies fo much, and behaved fo gallantly, that the 
Englifh lords were much delighted with them. 

Sir John Montague proved himfelf deferving of 
his knighthood, by his valour and prowefs in at«9 



* Sir John Montague,— nephew and heir co the carl of 
Salifbuiy.— Barnes. 

tacking 
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tacking the enemy. . At laft, thofe of BourdeilleS 
were entirely defeated : all were killed or made pri- 
foners, for not one of them efcaped. Thofe of thcj 
Englifh who had been taken were refcuedi Sir 
Jphn Montague made the two governors, Ernaudon 
and Bemardin de Batefol, his prifoners. 

During the time of this fldrmifh^ the earls of 
Cambridge and of Pembroke had advanced to the 
barriers and gate, which having gained, they enter- 
ed the town, the earl of Cambridge's banner dif- 
played before them. Thus did the Englifli con- 
quer Bourdeilles. They made the / inhabitants 
fwear fealty and* allegiance to the prince. The 
chiefs ordered the lord de Mucident to remain there 
as governor, and gave him fixty archers, in addi- 
tion to his own people. They then broke up their 
encampment, having determined to march to An- 
gouleme, to know from the prince what he wiflied 
them next to do. 

Thus ended the fiege of Bourdeilles ; and the? 
lords with their companies let diit on their return* 
We will now fpeak of thofe knights of England and 
Gafcony, who were making inroads in Quercy, and 
of Chandos the herald, and the news he brought 
from the prince of Wales* 



* - * 
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CHAP. CCLXlir. 

^IR ROBERT KNOLLES, SIR JOHN CHANDOS AND 
SIR THOMAS FELTON MARSHAL THEIR MEN, 
AND RETURN TO THE PRINCE OF WALES* 

AS thefe knights and their army were making in- 
curfions on the borders of Rouergue and 
^uercy, taking towns and caftles, and diftrelfing the 
whole country, Chandbs the herald returned. He 
found them before a caftle in Quercy, which they 
had hard prefled. When they faw the herald, they 
received him joyfully, and inquired what news he had 
brought* He told them that his highnefs the prince 
faluted them all, and was very defirous of feeing them; 
and at thefe words he gave them the letters from 
the prince, which the barons took and read* 

•They found that with many affurances of affediqn 
and friendfliip, hedelired that fir John Chandos, fir 
Thomas Felton, and the captal de Euch fliould re- 
turn to him at Angouleme ; and that fir Robert 
Knolles with his army, and all the free companies, 
Ihould remain where they were to continue the war. 

When thefe three lords, who were the chiefs of 
the army, heard the prince's orders, they looked at 
each other, and aiked what was beit to be done. 
With one voice, they addreffed themfelves to fir Ro- 
bert Knolles, and faid ; * Sir Robert, you fee and 
heat bow bur lord the prince orders us back, and di- 
reds that you ihould remain in this country to be 
the leader of the army.* 

* My lords,* replied fir Robert, • his highnefs the 
prince does me more honor than I could wifb. 

Know, 
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Itnow that t will never rem^n kere withottt ydir'i 
and that, if you go, I will not ftay behind/ So thejf 
rcfolved to return all four to the prince^ to leara 
inore fully what were his intentions. This grand 
expedition was broken up : and, when the time of 
reparation arrived, they ordered fir Perducas d'Al* 
breth to the town df Roquemadour with his com- 
pany to defend that part of the ffdntifers againft thft 
FVench. The lords then addreffed the other frefe 
totnpanies as follows : 

** 'Geiit!ettien, you hear how our lord the princ6f 
fends for us to come to his prefence ; for what 
taufe we are as yet ignorant. We will dterefore 
explain to you what we wifh you to do in onr ab-» 
fence. You will colled all your forces into x>ne 
body, and with them pafs the frontiers of Limoufin 
irtid AuVef gne, to early the war thither j for with- 
Otit wal- you cainnot fubfift ; and we fwear and pro- 
ittife you feSthfuHy, that whatever town, caftle xir 
fbttt^ ofRianceye fhafltafce and conquer, where- 
leveritmay befituated, and ye fliall be b^fteged ih 
it, we 1;C^9l fly to your affiftante, and tcffl caufe thfe 
^ejg'e to be raifed.* Thofe who heard this promife 
IrfepRed, * It is "^1 lj)dfcen, and t^re wiH abidt by it j 
ibl-pferh^pfe >ve may be obliged to have rect)tttfe tb 

in thfe manner they feparated : the e^curfiott 
ttrksliiut an tod to by the lords on one fide, and the 
ttompaWiescn the dthcr. The lords returned ta 
the town of Angouleme, where tbe prince enter- 
ti^ed ih€tti htodfotnely. A ^ort time before, th e 
•earfe ittf iDathbrtdge titt^d of Pembroke, with fir 

John 
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Idhn Mountague and feveral otheii^i had alfo re- 
turned from Perigord. 

We will now mention the companies and men at 
arms who had feparated fropi Sir Jphn Chandps, 
and how they profpqred. . ^ i 



. t 



CHAP. ccLxnr. 

THE FREE COMPANIES ATTACHED TO THE ENO-^ 
LISH TAKB THE CASTLE OF BELLEPERCHE *^ 
AND THE MOTHER OF TH£ DUKE OJP BOURBON 
WHO WAS IN IT. — THEY ALSO TAKP THE 
STRONG CASTLE OF ST. SAUVEURJ IN WRRY*' 

A MONO the leaders of thefe companies, there 
"^ were three fquires from the territories of the 
prince, who were great captains and valiant men at 
arms, very enterprifirig, and determined fcalerfe of 
foftreffes. One of them was xikmed Ortlngd, 
another Bernard de Wifle,' and the third Ber- 
nard de la Salle |. ' Thefe three captains wifhed 
nott<j remdii long idle, nor without bring fpoken 
of for fome gallant deed of arms. They marched 
with their cotripanie's into Limoufin, to refrefh 
themfelves. At that rime, fir John Devereux was 



* Belleperchc-r-a towa and abbey on t^e G^rjonne* i^, 
the diocefe of Mofttauban, near to Caftel Sarrafin. 

f St. Sauveur, — a village in Berry, diocefe ana ele^Ion 
ofBourge<{. 

i Q^tkefe thfee narties- Oncf of ifiy MSS4 caMs the !«• 
ttDUd Bernard 4e Wi&e^ andl fo do^s Satnes« .«,i 

Vol. III. G g fen^Tchal 
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fenefchal and governor of the province for the 
prince. 

Thefe three fquires, having confidered what 
caftle they might conquer from France, fixed upon 
that of Belleperche, in the Bourbonois. It was 
beautiful and ftrong. The mother of the duke of 
Bourbon and of the queen of France made it her ' 
refidence. They learnt by their fpies that the good 
lady was alone, and had not any guards with her 
except her own houfehold ; and that the governor 
of the caftle, making frequent excurfions from it, 
was very far from being attentive or on his guard. 

Thefe captains, and fuch companions whom they 
had picked out, did not let their intentions fleep 
after they had formed them, but rode day and night, 
and arrived by break of day at Belleperche, which 
they took by fcalado, and the mother of the queen 
of France who was in it. Finding the caftle was fo 
ftrong and handfome, and in fo rich a country, they 
declared they would keep it againft all oppofers. 

In that fame night, they alfo took another caftle, 
called St. Sauveur, on the borders of Limoufin^ and 
gave it to fir John Devereux. 

News was foon carried to France^ that Belle- 
perche was taken by the Englifti, and the mother 
of the queen made prifoner. The king was very 
much vexed at this, as were the queen and duke of 
Bourbon, but they could not better themfelves, at 
leaft for the prefent. 

About this time, fir Louis de Sancerre was no- 
minated a marfhal of France : he was a valiant and 
hardy knight. Sir ^Arnold d' Andr^hen was ftill 

alive. 
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aUve, but fo old and worn out with bearing arms, 
and from his former labours, that in truth he could 
not be of any ferviee, nor was he able to do the du- 
ties of his office ; but he was willing to carry arms 
whenever it might be neceflary, 
' We will fay a little of the affairs of Picardy, as 
we have been fome time with thofe of the diftant 
parts, and fpeak of an aflembly which was held in 
the dty of Rouen. 
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CHAP. CCLXV. 



THE KING OF FRANCE, INTENDING TO SEND A 
LARGE NAVAL ARMAMENT TO THE ENGLISH 
COASTS, IS PREVENTED BY THE ARRIVAL OP 
THE DUKE OF LANCASTER AT CALAIS. 

'T'HE king of France, during the fummer (1369), 
had made great preparations of (hips, barges 
and other veffels in the port of Harfleur, with the 
intelft of fending a large force to England, well 
fumifhed with men at arms, knights and fquires. 
His brother, the lord Philip, duke of Burgundy, 
was appointed commander of this army, which was 
to deftroy all England. 

The king of France fixed his refidence in the 
good city of Rouen, in order to attend more 
promptly to this bufinefs. He vifited his fleet two 
or three times every week, to which he fliewed 
much aflfedlion. Added to this, his fummons were 
fo extenfive that it was wonderful to fee the num- 
bers of men at am^s who were coUeded in Vexin, 

G g 2 Beauvoifisj 
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Beauvoifis, aaid in the neighbourhood of Rouen* 
Provifions and other (lores were fo abundantly 
brought there that they would have been fufficient 
for a voyage to Spain or Portugal. 

The lord de Cliffon, who was one of the privy 
counfelbrs to the king, approved not of this expe- 
dition to England, and did all he could tp difluade 
the king and hk nobles from It He told them, 
they were not fo much accudomed to ftaval engage- 
ments as the Engliih, and urged many reafons in 
fupport of this, as one who was better acquainted 
with the manners and habits of the Englifti, an4 
^ the ftate of that country, than many others. Not- 
withftanding this, neither (he king nor his council 
would change their mind, but refolved this arma^ 
ment fhould fail. 

The king of England and his fon the duke of 
I^ancafter, a3 well as feveral of his council, had re* 
ceived information of this army, and of the inten- 
tions of the French to invade and carry the war 
into England, They were much rejoiced at this, 
and had provided all the ports and harbours oppo- 
fite to Ponthieu and Normandy with fufficient gar- 
rifons of men at arms and archers to receive them, 
if they fhould come. The whole kingdom of Eng- 
land was ready prepared to give them a good re- 
ception whenever they fhould land. 

The king, having determined to fend the duke 
of Lancafter with a body of men at arms to Calais 
immediately named thofe whom he ordered to 
accompany him. There were the earl of Salift>ury, 
the earl of Warwick, fu: Walter JJ^Iwmy, the lord 

Roos 
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Roos of Hamlake, fir Henry Percy, the lord Baffet, 
the lord WiUoughby of Erefby, the lord Delaware, 
the lord de la Pole, fir Thomas Grandifon, fir Alan 
Boxhall, fir Richard Stury*, and many others*: 
the whole force amounted to about five hundred 
men at arms, and as many archers. They marched 
to Dover and its neighbourhood. When the 
tranfports were ready, they embarked^ and having 
a favourable wind, arrived at the fl:rong town of 
Calais, where they landed, and by little and littl? 
difembarked every thing which belonged to them. 
They took up their quarters in the town. 

About this time the king of England Cent an)r 
baffadors to entreat raofl eameftly fir Robert de 
Namur to afiiit him in the war, with all the men lit 
arms that were dependant on him. Sir Robert, 
who had ever been fl;eady and loyal to the Englifli, 
replied, that he fhould be as foon on his march as 
was neceflary ; for having been informed that the 
king or one of his fons was to be at Calais, to make 
an incurfion, the moment he fhould hear of the 
duke of Lancafl:er*s arrival, he would fummon all 
his companions, and thofe whofe afiiftance he 
wifhed for j^ his arms and every thing elfe being 
already prepared. 

We will now return to what was paffing in 
Poitou. 



* Sturie. Barnes calls him Sterile; Hollingftiead, 
Sturrie. 
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Chap, cclxvi. 

THE CASTLE OF LA ROCHE SUR YON SURREN- 
DERS TO THE ENGLXSH.— THE GOVERNOR OF 
IT PUT TO DEATH, BY ORDERS FROM THE 
DUKE OF ANJOU. 



YOU will remember, that when the herald 
Chandos brought the orders from the prince 
of Wales, the barons and knights of Guienne, who 
wwe upon an expedition in Quercy and Rouergue, 
returned with one accord to the town of Angou- 
I^e, where they found the prince, ^ who received 
them with great -joy. Some little time before, the 
earls of Cambridge and Pembroke had alfo return- 
ed with their army, after the conqueft of Bourdeil- 
les, as you have before heard. 

The lords and barons rejoiced exceedingly at 
this meeting, and great entertainments were made 
Jbf them. They confidered which way they ihould 
next march, to make the moft of the feafon. They 
found, on examining the country, that there was 
near the borders of Anjou a fine and flrong caftle,*' 
called la Roche fur Yon * which was a depend* 
ance of Anjou : there they refolved to march ^ lay 
fiege to it, and conquer it if they were able. 

They made their preparations, and fet out for 
that part of the country. They were joined by all 



• La Roche fur Yon, — a town in Poitou, on the Yon, 
eight leagues from Lu^cmt fourteen from Nantes. 
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the barons and knights of Poitou : fir James Audley, 
the lord de Pons, the lord de Partenay, fir Louis 
de Harcourt, fir Guifcard d' Angle, the lord de 
Pinane, the lord de Tannaybouton, fir Maubrun 
de Linieres, and the fenefchal of la Rochelle, fir 
Thomas Percy. Thefe men at arms and gallant 
company of lords, when they were all aflembled, 
amoimted to more than three thoufand lances. 
They took the field, and came before the cafue of 
la Roche fur Yon, which was well built and ftrong^ 
with a good garrifon, and well provided with provi« 
fions and artillery. 

The duke of Anjou had appointed governor a 
knight called fir John Blondeau, who had under 
his command many good companions, at the 
charge and pay of the duke. 

The lords and barons formed the fiege in a hand* 
fome manner, and with great difplay. They fur- 
rounded the caftle, for they were fl:rong enough to 
do fo, and had ordered from Poitiers and Thouars • 
large engines on carriages, which they pointed 
againft the fort, as well as feveral cannons and fprin- 
gals, with which the army was provided, and from 
long cuftom had always carried with them. They 
had alfo great plenty of provifion, which was 
brought to them daily from Poitiers and the adja- 
cent country^ 

Sir John Blondeau, finding himfelf thus befieged 
by fo many good men at arms (for ahnoft all the 



* Thouars,«»an ancient city of Poitouj fizteen leagues 
from Poitiers. 
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knights of Acquitaine were there), and that no 
aid was likely to be fent to him, began to be alarm-* 
ed : he well knew that thofe lords would never 
leave the place until they had won it by fair or foul 
means. 

In the army of the earl of Cambridge, with fir 
John Chandos and the other barons, were fome 
knights from Poitou well acquainted with the go- 
vernor, and who in former times had been his com- 
panions in arms. 

Thefe knights advanced to the barriers, and upon 
their faith and affurances held a converfation with 
him, and talked the matter over fo ably (for he was 
not a fenfible man, though a valiant knight,) that he 
entered into a treaty to deliver up the caftle, if he 
were not fuccoured, nor the fiege raifed, within a 
month ; when he was to receive the fum- of fix 
thoufand francs for the prpvifions in it. 

The treaty thus entered into was ratified ; and 
the garrifon remained quiet, under condition, that 
if the caftle was not relieved within a month, it 
Ihould be furrendered. 

This being done, the knight fent information of 
It to the king of France, the dukes of Anjou and of 
Berry, and to all the lords frotn whom he ex- 
pefted affiftance, in order that he might be fecure 
from any reproaches they might caft upon him. 
Notwithftanding thefe informations, that the caftle 
was ftrong, and abfolutely efleiitial to France, on 
account of the provinces of Touraine and Anjou, 
no relief was fent ; fo that, when the month was 
expired, the Engliflx lords furamoned the governor 

to 
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tp p^rfPTjn his prqmife, for vhich he had given 

food hoftages. Sir JoJ^n 4i4 not intend to breajk 
is engagement : he faid to Iiis companions, * Since 
jhe king of France and the duke of Anion are de- 
t^ermined jp lofe fl^is caftje, I cannot defend if 
alone :' he therefore delivered it up to the Engjifh, 
who took pofleffion with great joy. The governor 
Received tl^e fyjn qf fix thoufand francs, as agreejj 
i;ipo|i, fprjtheproyifionin the caftle, which was well 
9^0):th h i and he apd his garrifon were efcorted to 
.t|ie town of Angers. 

Ipftantly on his arrival, he was arr^fted by the 
^vernor of Apgers, and thrown into prifon ; and, 
as I have heard, was the fame night put into a fack, 
Aaft iptp the riyef, and drowned by the orders of 
^Jbe du^e of Anjoy, for having accepted money to 
^Virr(?nder a caftle, which had been well provided, 
^nd w^ flrong enough to have held out for a year, 
jf the governor hadchofen. 

Thu3 did the Engliih gain the caftle of la Roche 
jTur Ypn in Ajijou, which they well garrifoned an4 
ft^rei^gthened : .they then returned to the prince q£ 
x^i^les ?i,t ^gouleme. 

After the conqu^ft of , la Roche fur Yon, which 
enraged the French much, the lords, as I have laid, 
returned to Angouleme, where the prince gave 
leave for fome to go <o their homes. Lord James 
Audley, that valiant knight and f^ncfchal of Poitou, 
went ^ to his refidence at Fontenay le Comte *, 



• Fontenay Ic Comte,— a city in Poitou, near la Vendue, 
diocefe of la Rochelle, twenty-five leagues from Poitiers, 
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"where he was attacked by fo fevere a diforder that 
it ended his life. The prince and princefs were 
exceedingly grieved at this event, as were all the 
knights and barons of Poitou, His obfequies were 
performed at Poitiers in a moft magnificent manner, 
and were attended by the prince in perfon *. 

Soon afterward, at the requeft of the barons 
and knights of Poitou, fir John Chandos, who was 
conftable of Acquitaine, was appointed fifnefchal 
of Poitou, and went to the city of Poitiers, which 
he fixed on for his refidence. He frequently 
made excuirfions upon the French, and kept them 
under fuch continual alarms, they never dared to 
yenture abroad but in very large bodies. 

About this time, the vifcount de Rochechouart 
obtained his liberty. The prince of Wales had 
kept him a prifoner, becaufe he fufpefted him oiF 
being inclined to the French ; but at the folicita- 
tions of his friends in Poitou, who were at that 
time with the prince, he gained his freedom, and 
was reftored to his eftate. When the vifcount de 
Rochechouart had got his liberty, he went in dif-^ 
guife as fpeedily as he could to Paris, to the king of 
France, where he turned Frenchman, and then 



* Barnes fays this is a miftuke — of thcfon for the father. 
Sir James Audivy, fon of lord James Audley, fenefchal of 
Poitou died in Gafcony about this time ; and on this lofs, 
lord James, with the prince's leave, retired to England, 
where he lived many years. He died in 1386, in the fe- 
yenty ihird year of his age. 

Mr John Chandos was nominated fen6fchalof Poitou, on 
lord James retiring to England. 
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came back to his eftate, without any one being in- 
formed of the matter. Having placed Thibaut du 
Pont, a Breton and expert man at arms, in his 
caftle, he direftly fent his challenge to the prince 
of Wales, againft whom he kept up a vigorous 
warfare. 



END or THE THIRD VOLUMt. 



Strahan and Preftoa^ 
Prioteri-Strcet. 
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